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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Bin Collections

Saturday 3 January	 Black

Friday  9 January	 Blue and Green

Friday 16 January	 Black

Friday 23 January	 Blue

Friday 30 January	 Black

(Dates correct at time of going to press)
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PLEASE NOTE:

Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present 
are now available on the Willingham Life website run by WAG:
www.willinghamlife.org/page

Advertising
Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues 
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to: 
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your emails Adverts.

The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention that 
you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you all very 
much.

To contact local police, phone 101 or email: 
SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News 
Ltd and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to 
ensure the accuracy of the content of the submissions, 
but this cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right 
to edit or omit articles at our discretion. The views 
expressed in readers’ letters are not necessarily those 
of the editorial team. Send your contributions to 
willinghamnews@gmail.com as an email attachment 
of up to 250 words (no pdfs) to arrive before the 
monthly deadline. The Editorial Team comprises 
Mike Bird, Liz Cosford, John Lawrence, Frances Watts, 
James Watts and Trevor Weston.

If you have any changes to the Village Directory please send them 
to us at: willinghamnews@gmail.com

Councillors’ Contact Details
Councillor reports can be found on their websites

County Councillor 
Yasmin Deter	 www.facebook.com/ 
	 share/16a1voz7GB/?mibextid=wwXIfr

District Councillor 
Bill Handley	 www.facebook.com/billhandleylibdem

District Councillor 
Dan Lentell	 www.facebook.com/CllrDan

Please note the deadline for your contributions is now 
the 4th of each month. 
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O’MALLEY SOLICITORS 
Family Law Specialists 

 
Divorce ∙ Matrimonial Property & Finances ∙ Co-habitation 

Disputes   Children Matters ∙ Prenuptial Agreements.  
 

With over 20 years’ experience, we take a sympathetic and 
sensitive approach to Marriage and Family breakdowns. 

Contact us on 01954 202075. 
 

O’MALLEY SOLICITORS 
84 Rampton Road, Willingham, Cambridge, CB24 5JQ 

Tel: 01954 202075 E-mail: omalleysolicitors@googlemail.com 
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

SRA No: 318339 
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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FREE no obligation quotes

Cambridgeshire’s largest flooring showroom est. 1996

01223 233233
www.floor-coverings.net

Unit 31-32 Dry Drayton Industries, Scotland Road, Dry Drayton,
Cambridge CB23 8AT Open: Mon - Sat 9-5

AF BUSINESS 
SOLUTIONS LTD

Smart financial insights to help your business grow. 
Management Accounting | Tax | HMRC Filing 

Cost Control | Cashflow | Fractional FD/FC | Budgeting & Cost
Control | KPI Dashboards & Performance Analysis | Process

Improvement & Controls

07309 940321 | growwithaf@gmail.com www.
growwithaf.co.uk
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Old Willingham

A rainy day in around 1980 and we are at the top of the 
High Street, where the traffic lights are now. Billy Raven 
stands outside his shop greeting potential customers. 
The awning says ‘Fruit and Veg’ but you could find pretty 
much anything inside. The signs say, ‘Best Potatoes 
£2.50’– presumably for a 25lb (12kg) sack – and ‘Cornish 
New Potatoes 25p / lb’. Bags of coal line up on the street. 
Traffic lights were not installed until the mid-1990s before 
which the morning rush hour was interesting! The photo 
was taken by a local resident, Alan Neale, who was a BBC 
photographer and was contributed by Rachael Castleton.

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com.
If you have stories or memories about this picture, 

please contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street, or oldwill@
oldwillingham.com.

WAG Environmental Activities
Despite the summer drought there were good crops 
of apples, plums and apricots with blackberries in the 
hedges for villagers to collect in the Community Orchard.  
The two extreme seasons of flooding followed by drought 
resulted in the loss of a few fruit trees and these are being 
replaced. There were also losses of some wild cherry and 
white beam in the woodland area and replacement trees 
have been planted. In the wild meadow along Meadow 
Road the ponds have been landscaped and are now filling 
with water. The ponds area is being planted with some 
native wetland plants and trees have been planted near 
the entrance. 

Over 2000 daffodil, tulip, crocus and iris bulbs have been 
planted on the Green and in the sheltered housing area 
of Wilford Furlong with a few hyacinths and snowflakes 
mixed in. WAG would like to thank all the volunteers 
who assisted with this work and the Co-op and SCDC 
Community Funds for providing finance for the purchases 
of bulbs and plants. We look forward to seeing these areas 
in bloom in the spring. 

Wassail on Sunday 11 January, 11 30 am

You are invited to the orchard  to ‘Come a  Wassailing’. 
This annual event welcomes the New Year and wakes up 
the trees for the coming season, so they produce another 
good crop.  Warm mulled cider will be provided at no 
charge. There will be a fire pit with grill for those who wish 
to grill their own sausages etc.

To join our merry band of volunteers contact WAG at 
wag@willinghamlife.co.uk and join us on Facebook. 

The Willingham British School 
Trust

The Trustees wish everyone in Willingham, especially its 
young people and the teachers of our children, a very 
successful 2026! 

At its meeting in October 2025 eight village youngsters 
were successful in applying for funding from the Trust.  Six 
applicants were starting at university and one was starting 
an apprenticeship. An award was also made to support the 
applicants' completion of activities required for the Duke 
of Edinburgh Gold Award. Staff from the primary school 
were also awarded funding for two projects.

The next meeting of the Trustees will be 16 January. The 
Trustees welcome applications for funding from:

•	 young people who have recently started a university 
or further education course and have encountered 
unexpected costs associated with their course such as 
equipment, field trips and reading lists.  

•	 representatives of community groups seeking funds to 
support activities.

The Trustees are also pleased to consider applications for 
funding from local schools attended by children from the 
village.

Applying is easy! For help and advice contact 
the Trust Secretary (telephone: 07881 521041.   
email: willinghambritishschooltrust@gmail.com).

Rearranging the Owls
They were collected without thought 
and are quite capable of staying put,
like children who, in the moment,
need to be loved. 

If I rearrange them, what then? 
Some would look out over the fields 
while our grandfather clock 
ticktocks in the corner. 

You could help me raise
their glass domes, 
and we’d stand, searching 
for a sign of gratitude,

watching as one owl lifts,
glides through the open window
without looking back. 

John Lawrence
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Fen Edge Community Association 
– An Opportunity to Help

FECA was formed not long after the opening of Cottenham 
Village College. Its primary objectives were to encourage 
community use of CVC facilities by community groups 
across Cottenham, Willingham, Rampton, Landbeach and 
Waterbeach, the five villages known collectively as the 
‘Fen Edge Patch’.  Although links with CVC – now an Astrea 
academy – have weakened somewhat, FECA still supports 
those communities – through the groups, clubs and 
associations that give them life – with some often-sizeable 
grant-giving. The monies are earned from advertising 
placed in the highly professional Fen Edge News, which 
is put together by members of the FECA Management 
Committee, and from the biennial Fen Edge Festival, a 
three-day event of fun, food, music and engagement that 
has developed into a truly regional phenomenon. FECA is 
also a sleeping giant of a network with its 70 or so member 
groups, which means we can spring into action to help in 
all sorts of ways, as was demonstrated during the Covid 
pandemic.

If anyone reading this would like to be involved in FECA, 
we are open to all and would welcome your new blood 
and ideas. We meet once per month in January, March, 
April, May, July, September and November, usually on a 
Thursday. FECA does a lot of good. If you can spare seven 
Thursdays a year to contribute just a little, please contact 
the Management Committee at mc@fendedge.co.uk.

We are a friendly lot!

Another Successful Year of 
Twinning

The Fen Edge Twinning Association has strong links with 
the town of Avrille in France. Twinning essentially is an 
agreement between Local Authorities to consult and 
cooperate on issues of mutual concern but, as far as the 
members of the association are concerned, it is about 
making friends.

The highlight of the year is the annual exchange visit 
where a group of people from one side of the Channel 
travel to their ‘Twin’ area. They are always warmly greeted 
before being introduced to their hosts with whom they will 
be house guests for the whole of the weekend. The visitors 
get a very good idea of what it is like to live over (t)here. 
This year, the French came to us in November, and we 
went to Avrille in May. Two annual visits in one year! We 
treated the French to a day out at Bletchley Park and an 
‘Indoor Picnic’ at Landbeach Village Hall. The French took 
us to a truly amazing cave complex and a very scenic river 
cruise but the highlight of both visits was the company and 
the feeling of good will that we experienced.

The association traditionally holds an ‘Annual Quiz Night’ 
to raise funds to help defray our costs. This year we had 
two of those as well! Cottenham Parish Council regularly 
makes the  Village Hall available free of charge to worthy 
causes. We were offered two slots – so we held two 
quizzes. Both were a great success, raised quite a lot of 
money and, even more importantly, the teams that came 
along reported that they had enjoyed them very much.

To celebrate, we are having a social evening at Rampton 
Village Hall on Saturday 3 January from 3 to 5 pm. We 
shall follow the French tradition of celebrating ‘Kings Day’.  
The event is open to all members and their guests and 
to anyone who genuinely wants to find out more about 
twinning and what Kings Day celebrations involve. There 
is no charge for the event although donations to our funds 
will be welcomed.  

Please e-mail fenedgetwinning@gmail.com to let us 
know you are coming so we can cater accordingly.

Reception in Avrille

Thermal Imaging Cameras
Once again, we’re delighted to offer residents and 
organisations across Cambridgeshire the opportunity to 
borrow and learn how to use a thermal imaging camera 
for free. Join a one-hour online training session to learn 
how to interpret thermal images, identify draughts, gaps in 
insulation, and heating problems, and to make your home 
cosier and more energy efficient. Great for homeowners 
and renters alike! We also encourage individuals, 
organizations and community groups to undertake training 
to survey multiple properties within their community. 

We only lend cameras to people who have attended 
the training. Loan periods are: Friday pm to Monday am, 
or Monday pm to Friday am, and cameras can be picked 
up from one of 18 volunteer camera hosts around South 
Cambridgeshire , Cambridge City and Huntingdonshire.  

Thermal Imaging Training Dates
Wednesday 7 January 7 30 – 8 30 pm 
Monday 9 February 7 30 – 8 30 pm 

More information, and Interviews with experts, volunteers 
and organisers can be arranged on request.  

Contact Fran Sutton, Home Energy Officer,  
fran@cambridgecarbonfootprint.org  or  07713841391                  

Working hours: Monday and Thursday 9 30 am –  
12 30 pm, Tuesday and Wednesday  9 30 am – 5 pm.
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Willingham Memory Box Café
If you’re living with any form of memory loss 
or other illness and would like a morning of 

Songs, Refreshments, Company and Fun
please do come with a friend, family or carer

on Saturday 10 January
from 10 am to 12 noon

in the Octagon
(behind the Parish Church,

with wheelchair access and no steps).
All welcome No charge

Sponsored by St Mary & All Saints Church
For further details call 07780 610382

Email: memoryboxcafe@yahoo.com
Good wishes for a happy and peaceful New Year  

to you all.

Surviving Winter Appeal
Cambridgeshire Community Foundation launches its 
annual Surviving Winter Appeal to tackle fuel poverty.  
Cambridgeshire Community Foundation is calling on 
residents to support the appeal by donating their winter 
fuel allowance if they don’t need it, to help those most in 
need. Huge heating bills shouldn’t leave anyone out in the 
cold. 

Across Cambridgeshire, 32,190 households are living in 
fuel poverty, according to a recent National Energy Action 
(NEA) report. This includes: 6,009 in South Cambridgeshire 
(8.8%). Nationally, the NEA estimates 6.1 million UK 
households are now in fuel poverty.  Worryingly, 71% 
of adults with a heart condition and 64% of those with 
asthma say they are likely to ration heating this winter. 
Research shows that being exposed to cold temperatures 
can make a range of existing health problems worse, 
such as diabetes, some ulcers and musculoskeletal or 
rheumatological conditions. 

The Surviving Winter Appeal provides vital, practical help 
for those most at risk – including older people, families with 
young children, pregnant women and people living with 
health conditions. The Foundation will work with partner 
charities across the county to ensure funds are distributed 
quickly and effectively. Donations will go directly towards 
helping with energy costs, such as topping up prepayment 
meters, covering upcoming gas and electricity bills, or 
paying for heating oil deliveries - offering immediate relief 
to households struggling to stay warm.

To donate and help someone stay warm this winter, visit: 
www.cambscf.org.uk/survivingwinter.

Willingham Life Website Update
New for this year, the village website has been revived and 
is now managed by Willingham Action Group (WAG). This 
is a great resource for the village to use.

It has a wide range of content

Back issues of the Willingham News,

Items you may have missed and a chance to revisit previous 
years

There are over 200 editions going back to 2005!

Photos of Old Willingham

•	 Have you seen the amazing photos of Willingham 
through the years?

•	 Can you see your house/or anyone you recognise?

Information from the Community Plan

You can find the feedback of the Village survey carried 
out in 2021 and you can also see what issues were raised, 
what improvements have been made and what else needs 
to be done – can you help?

Information about Local Clubs and Groups

There are articles which bring to life the groups and 
organisations in the village, letting you know more about 
what they do, and how to contact them. It is a great 
resource for people new to the village as well as for 
those looking for new activities. Please contact WAG@
willnghamlife.co.uk to get your club/society listed or get 
more information added.

The plan for the website is for it to be an ongoing location 
for information about the village. This will NOT include 
a detailed ‘what’s on’ list as events will be covered in 
Facebook groups. www.willinghamlife.co.uk.

 Scan for access to website

WAG Diary Dates for 2026 (so far)

Sunday 11 January – Wassail in the Community Orchard.

Sunday 12 April – Easter Egg Hunt in the Community 
Orchard.

Sunday 19 April – Repair Café.

Sunday 5 July – Summer Fête, following Fen Gallop at the 
Ploughman Hall.

October – Feast weeks. Preliminary plans include 
Scarecrows, Fun Fair, Silent Disco, Art and Photography 
displays and much more.

December 1  Light switch On, Advent Trail.

December 24  Carols on the Green.

Shoeboxes
Thank you so much to everyone who generously 
donated gifts (and empty boxes!) for the Samaritans 
Purse Shoebox appeal this year. We managed to pack 
102 shoeboxes, which means that 102 children will have 
received a wonderful Christmas gift!

Many thanks! 
Hilary Wyllie
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment.  
If we are closed, please call 111. 

Help Us to Help You – Busy Service 

All NHS services are under severe pressure at the 
moment, as we look after increasing numbers of patients 
who are sick with COVID‐19 and other deteriorating 
conditions in the community. We are also delivering the 
huge and vitally important COVID‐19 vaccination 
programme. Please do not contact us regarding a vaccine, 
we will contact you. 

So that we can focus on these really important issues, 
we will understandably be prioritising urgent care. This 
means that when you contact us, we may have an initial 
conversation with you to understand how urgent your 
health needs are.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent (for example 
attending for a routine blood test), you may have to wait 
longer than usual until you can be dealt with. However, do 
please make sure that you continue to get in touch with us 
if you need to. This is particularly important if:  
• your problem is genuinely urgent 
• you have a long term condition that is getting worse 
• you are worried about symptoms that might indicate 

cancer 
Please also remember – you can call NHS 111 for urgent 
concerns and 999 for serious emergencies and that our 
local pharmacist can help with minor complaints. 

For adults with mental health problems, including 
depression and anxiety, you can refer yourself directly to 
the local wellbeing service, via 0300 300 0055. If you are 
experiencing a mental health crisis, contact the First 
Response Service by calling 111 and select option 2 (in 
Wisbech call 111, select option 1 and ask to be put 
through to the First Response Service). 

The Cambridgeshire County Council has a range of 
support and information to help in times of urgent need. 
To access these please telephone 0345 045 5202 – 8 am – 
6 pm weekdays and 9 am – 1 pm on Saturdays. Outside 
office hours if someone is in danger telephone 01733 
234724. In an emergency, call 999. Also see 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/adults. 

Thank you very much for helping us all manage under 
these very difficult circumstances. 

Magpas Donations 

In the absence of the Lucky Squares raffle last Christmas, 
the practice requested donations to Magpas Air 
Ambulance. We are delighted to announce we raised 
£100.50 via our ‘Just Giving’ page. Thank you to all those 
that donated. Let’s hope Lucky Squares will return in 
Christmas 2021! 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 6 00  
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            4 30 – 7 00 
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                               2 00 – 4 00  
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Emergencies                                                4 00 – 6 00 

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY 

Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602 

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 

Out of hours cover: Ring 111  Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Carers' Meeting 

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still 
currently postponed until further notice. They will be 
reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for 
someone and need advice and financial or emotional 
support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 
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New Year Surgery Opening Hours

Please note that we will be CLOSED at the weekends in 
addition to the bank holiday on Thursday 1 January. 
Normal opening hours on all other days during the holiday 
period.

Please plan ahead and make sure you have enough 
medication. The last date for ordering repeat medication 
before New Year will be Wednesday 24 December. The 
last date for collection before the New Year is Wednesday 
31 December by 4 pm at Longstanton Surgery and 6 pm 
at Willingham.

Weight Management Injections 

Our GPs are currently unable to prescribe weight 
management injections directly to our patients. Only a 
very small number of people will meet the strict eligibility 
criteria for the initial NHS roll out of this medication. These 
criteria have been set nationally:

•	 You have a BMI of 40kg/m2 or above (or 37.5 kg/m2 for 
people from South Asian, Chinese, other Asian, Middle 
Eastern, Black African or African-Caribbean ethnic 
backgrounds)

And at least four out of the following five health conditions 
which have already been diagnosed by your GP or other 
health professional: 

•	 Established Type Two diabetes

•	 Hypertension requiring blood pressure lowering 
therapy

•	 Atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease

•	 Obstructive sleep apnoea where treatment is indicated 
i.e. continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) 

•	 Dyslipidaemia requiring treatment 

If you meet these criteria, your GP can refer you to the Tier 
Three Weight Management Service provided by Healthy 
You. Patients not meeting the criteria listed above should 
not seek referral for Tirzepatide (Mounjaro®️) at this time. 

Waiting Times

We apologise that, due to the increased demands on the 
GPs, there may be delays in being seen for your routine 
or emergency appointment. Please bear in mind that our 
staff are working hard to minimise this but it is always 
advisable to allow a little extra time, just in case.

Vaccinations

The Pneumococcal Vaccine is available year-round for 
everyone who is aged 65 years and over.

The RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) Vaccine is available 
year-round for everyone who is aged between 75 and 79 

years of age and for all pregnant women who are over 28 
weeks.

The Shingles Vaccine is available year round for everyone 
who is aged between 70 and 79 years of age and have 
never received a shingles vaccine, for individuals who 
reach the age of 65 or 70 years of age during the period 
01/09/23 and 31/08/2028 (these individuals should be 
vaccinated on or after (but not before) their 65th or 70th 
birthday), individuals who are aged 50 years and above 
and meet the definition of severe immunosuppression 
and for those who are aged between 18 and 49 years 
and receiving a stem cell transplant. Please note, when 
booking your second (booster) shingles vaccination, that 
this cannot be administered any sooner (even by one day) 
than six calendar months after the first vaccination was 
given.

Carers’ Meetings

If you are a carer for someone and need advice and 
financial or emotional support, please come along to 
our carers' support meeting on Wednesday 7 January, at 
the Wilford Furlong Centre, where we will be holding a 
drop-in session between 2 and 4 pm. Come along and get 
some support from other people in the local community. 
Refreshments are provided, there’s no need to pre-book 
and it’s completely FREE! Meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month and for more information 
please contact alaine.bunce@nhs.net@nhs.net.

ALL STAFF AT THE WILLINGHAM AND LONGSTANTON 
SURGERIES WISH OUR PATIENTS

A VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY 2026

Willingham Medical Practice 

NEW SURGERY OPENING HOURS

Willingham Medical Practice	 Longstanton Branch Surgery

Monday	 8 00 – 6 30	 Monday	 8 00 – 6 00

Tuesday	 8 00 – 6 30	 Tuesday	 8 00 – 6 00

Wednesday	 8 00 – 6 30	 Wednesday	 8 00 – 6 00

Thursday	 8 00 – 6 30	 Thursday	 8 00 – 6 00

Friday	 8 00 – 6 30	 Friday	 8 00 – 6 00

Closed on Bank Holidays

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787

NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 30 – 6 00

Tuesday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 7 00

Wednesday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00

Thursday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00

Friday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES
Willingham 01954 260230  Longstanton 01954 207600  Dispensary 01954 207602

Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.net
Community (District) Nurses: 0330 726 0077       Health Visitors:  0300 029 5050

A&E IS NOT AN ALTERNATIVE TO A GP APPOINTMENT
WHEN THE SURGERY IS CLOSED PLEASE CALL 111 FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE, OR 999 FOR  

A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY
FOR URGENT MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT, PLEASE CALL 111 AND SELECT OPTION 2
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Young Readers’ 
Corner

Islands Quiz
by Herewill   Answers on page 19

1	 Which is the larger, the Isle of Wight or the island of 
Malta?

2	 Hispaniola is comprised of which two countries? 

3	 Which breed of domestic sheep is named after an 
island in north Holland?

4	 What sort of island did Madonna sing about in 1986?

5	 What is the 4th largest of the Channel Islands in the 
English Channel?

6	 What is the closest mainland country to Easter Island?

7  Nantucket is an island off which peninsular in eastern 
USA?

8 	 When Robinson Crusoe was first stranded, which 
animal’s eggs does he find to eat?

9	 Which is the southernmost of the Shetland Islands?

10	Which island has the northernmost capital in the 
world? 

Codeword
Answer on page 19

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

22 6 16 17 19

5 6 18 11 20 20 7 8 18 5 5 20 10

13 24 24 24 15
L

13 1 1

20 2 25 1 8 16 24 16 24 1 6 26 20 10

1 10 6 13 4 20 10

16 24 6 1 14 15 20 6 20 12 20 6 20 20

20 20 9 20 8 10

22 3 14 10 20 6 12 8 13 13 4

1 1 14 13 1 16

21 3 14 16 18 16 24 20 1 6 1 21 25 20

18 3 13 21 20 25 1

10 18 6 24 18 20 6 24 6 1 21 24 3 6

16 9 14 1 18 13 18 21

23 1 14 15 1
R

6 3 3 13 8 14 21 25

13 20 14 4 15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Over the Christmas holidays you may well have gone to 
see the film Wicked for Good  or perhaps to a pantomime.  
Can you answer these five fun questions about the film 
and answer the panto questions?

Wicked Quiz

1 What is the name of the green stained witch in the film?

2 Which city in Wicked is known for its magic?

3 Who is the main villain in the film?

4 Who does Flyero love the most?

5 What it the name of the actress who plays Glinda?

Panto Quiz 
Answers on page 19

1	 Widow Twankey is a character in which pantomime? 
Aladdin, Cinderella or Puss in Boots 

2	 What is the name of the father in the Cinderella 
pantomime?

3	 What is the name of the male servant in Cinderella?

4	 Which of the following facts is true about pantomimes?  
They are only performed in big theatres or they 
encourage audience participation.

5	 In Jack and the Beanstalk, which animal does Jack trade 
for a handful of magic beans? Cow, horse or sheep?

6	 Which pantomime has been on at the Arts Theatre in 
Cambridge over the Christmas period?
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.WillinghamParishCouncil.gov.uk 

D Law               Parish Council Chairman                     cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      01954 202188 

N Harris           Planning Committee Chairman         cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  07792 611226 

P King               Parish Council Vice Chair                    cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                   01954 260780 

L King               Leisure & Amenities – Lead Cllr        cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                    01954 260780 

R Manning      Greens & Boundaries – Lead Cllr      cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk             01954 261235 

B Mansfield    Cemetery – Lead Cllr                           cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk           01954 261540 

R Tassell           Halls – Lead Cllr                                    cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                 07974 673836
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D Law	 Parish Council Chair	 cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk	 01954 202188
J Hutchcraft	 Parish Council Vice Chair & Police Liaison Lead Cllr	 cllr.hutchcraft@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk	 07305 435771
B Todd	 Planning Chair	 cllr.todd@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk	 07956 993603
L King	 Leisure and Amenities – Lead Cllr	 cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk	 01954 260780
J Watson	 Green & Boundary – Lead Cllr	 cllr.watson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk	 01954 200245
B Mansfield	 Cemetery – Lead Cllr	 cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk	 01954 261540
S Clark	 Halls – Lead Cllr	 cllr.clark@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk	 07948 830406
N Harris	 Highways – Lead Cllr	 cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 	 07792 611226

Sadly, our meeting this month commenced with the 
announcement of the death of Phil King, who up until 
this year was an active and leading member of the Parish 
Council. Our thoughts are with our councillor colleague 
Linda King and her family at this difficult time. A minute’s 
silence was observed by the council and members of the 
public present. A more detailed account of the service Phil 
gave to our community can be found on page 11.

Speeding in the Village

There continues to be concerns regarding thoughtless 
drivers speeding in the village. Enforcement of speed 
limits is the remit of the Police. The Parish Council are 
committed to continue to raise the issue with them. It 
is helpful to have examples of poor driving practice to 
emphasise the importance of action to the police and we 
would encourage residents to email the Parish Council 
office (clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk) with any 
incidents.

Cemetery News

The custodian shed has now been demolished and the 
asbestos removed. This has freed up some more space for 
burial plots.

Food Waste Collection Scheme

Implementation of a government funded scheme for the 
collection of food waste in the county is being rolled out 
by the Greater Cambridge Shared Waste Service. The first 
collection rounds will be in operation from January but it 
is not expected to include Willingham until the autumn. 
We understand from our District Council representative 
that there will be a weekly collection and that residents 
will be supplied with a small five litre kitchen caddy and a 
new exterior bin (at 23 litres these will be smaller than the 
regular bins), for external storage and collection. 

The food waste will be processed creating biogas to 
produce electricity. A by-product of this process will be 
soil improvers.

Minor Highways Bid

Consideration is being given to making the annual bid to 
the Highways department for schemes to improve traffic 
safety and flow in the village. We are continuing to wait 

for work to be carried out (from the previous bid) to help 
resolve parking issues, particularly those affecting the 
primary school. By the end of January, we will need to 
submit ideas for the next round of funding. If you would 
like to contribute your idea for change and improvements 
regarding traffic in the village, please email the office, 
(clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk).

Village Green

A new all metal bench with daffodil motifs is being ordered 
to replace the bench damaged by arson. 

Police Update

There have been two police patrol visits to the village 
over the last month. A quarterly liaison meeting between 
Cllr. Hutchcraft and the police will take place in January. 
If any residents have issues or concerns that they wish 
represented at the meeting please contact the Parish 
office via email. 

It just leaves me to wish you all the best for the New Year 
on behalf of your Parish Council.

Contact Details

Councillors’ details can be found on the website but below 
are the details for the Chair, Vice Chair and Lead Councillors 

Meetings

Meetings are generally held on the first Wednesday of the 
month, starting at 7 30 pm in the Octagon. The next meeting 
is 7 January. Agendas are published on the website and 
the noticeboard outside the Public Hall. Members of the 
public are welcome to attend and can speak briefly or ask 
questions. See agendas for further details.

Council Office Details

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham CB24 5LP
Tel 01954 261027
email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday  10 am – 1 pm (closed 
bank holidays.)

Clerk: Mandy Powell
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Nature’s Names  
It would probably 
be no surprise 
to learn that 
the word owl 
originates from 
the bird’s call. 
On the language 
‘tree’, the name 
can be traced 
back to the pre-
historic uwwalõn, 
then the Middle 
English oule (or hule and other variants), from the Old 
English ule. 

The first traceable written record of the word in English 
is in the debate poem The Owl and the Nightingale, from 
around the twelfth century, exact date unknown. The 
author is also unknown but must have been extraordinarily 
skilful to write such an inventive and comedic poem 
consisting of almost 900 rhyming couplets in perfect 
meter. (If you can get your hands on a good translation, 
it’ll be worth it.)

The bird itself, being mainly nocturnal (the short-eared 
owl likes to break the rules, as it commonly hunts during 
the day) has gained a reputation of being scary, a bit evil 
– superstitions about owls are common, and in some 
counties they are killed purely because they are thought 
to be a portent of bad luck or believed to eat the souls of 
dead people. The Roman author and naturalist Pliny the 
Elder, in his book Natural History, called owls ‘monsters 
of the night’, and a ‘direful omen’. And yet, in the same 
book, he recommended two fried owl’s eggs as a hangover 
cure – his alternative, should you not be able to readily 
get your hands on owls’ eggs after a night on the lash, is 
a decapitated fried canary. Good old Pliny, he was such a 
laugh – until Vesuvius got him in AD79.

John Lawrence

Mystery Photo
Any idea where this photo was taken in the village? Of 
course, you’d expect the mischievous photographer to 
have tweaked the image somewhat, just to make it more 
challenging! 

No prizes, just the satisfaction of a good guess. All will be 
revealed next month.

Phil King
Phil King served on Willingham Parish Council for over 
23 years. During that time, he was Chair three times and 
Vice Chair many times, as well as being Chair of Planning 
and lead councillor for many projects. After taking early 
retirement in 2003, he had many volunteering roles in 
the village including work for the church and in WAMADS 
where he starred as the dame in their last panto.

I would not be writing this as the current Council Chair 
if I had not had the privilege of knowing and working on 
the council with Phil King. I first joined the council at the 
invitation of Bill Kirkman but it was Phil who guided me to 
take over from him as chair of the Planning Committee, 
then later as Vice Chair and finally Chair, with Phil’s 
assistance as Vice until he retired on health grounds last 
year.

Phil was a principled man who could stand his ground in 
any debate but always fairly; and he would happily listen 
to other sides once he had put his point across. He had a 
tremendous sense of humour, which was sometimes self-
deprecating despite his wide knowledge and experience.

He was steadfast in standing up for the village against 
authority, as many County and District Councillors who 
suffered his occasionally quite literal table-banging 
arguments could attest.

Some years ago, when the streetlights in the village 
were being replaced, one specific street kept being 
overlooked. The manager in charge, when summoned to 
a council meeting to explain the delay, said it was because 
the incoming cable was Imperial and the new fixture was 
Metric so they could not be connected. Ray Manning 
recalls that Phil, who had worked in the industry, told him 
that not only could they be connected, but that he could 
provide the part numbers for the required components.

We did not always agree on what would be the best 
solutions for council problems, but I always enjoyed having 
my opinions tested against Phil’s and the lively interaction 
which ensued. Parish Council meetings have been quieter 
since he retired in July. He has been missed by those who 
worked alongside him and will now be missed by all who 
knew him.

Derek Law

Note from Editorial Team
We were saddened to learn that Phil had passed away. Phil 
was also involved with Willingham News as our Treasurer 
for a number of years, making valuable suggestions to 
procedures. We send our condolences to Linda and the 
family.
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13834

Services – in Church (except where shown)
4 January     11 am		  Holy Communion
6 January     7 30 pm		 Tuesday – Holy Communion for Epiphany
11 January   11 am		  Café Church – in The Octagon
18 January   11 am		  Holy Communion
25 January   11 am		  Morning Prayer – Book of Common Prayer

Phil King 
We were saddened to hear that Phil King, our Church Treasurer, died 
late in November. Phil has been a long-term member of the Church 
family, serving as Church Warden in 2011/12 and 2012/13 and as 
Treasurer to the Church Council for many years. Phil was very active in 
several aspects of life in the village; you will see an Obituary from the 
Parish Council on page 11. We send our condolences to Linda and Phil’s 
families.
Memory Box Café
Our next Memory Box Café will be on Saturday 10 January from  
10 am in the Octagon with the usual mix of music, refreshments, 
laughter and fun. Everyone living with memory loss or other illness, 
accompanied by a carer, friend or family, is welcome. See page 7 for 
further details.

Octagon Community Hub
The Octagon Community Hub is open every Monday morning from  
10 am to 12 30 pm. Come and join us for great company and free tea, 
coffee, and biscuits. There are always magazines to read and borrow, 
jigsaw puzzles to do, board games and card games to play, colouring 
sheets to colour, wool to knit with or you can just chat to others in a 
comfortable, friendly environment. Everyone is welcome.

Prayers for Ukraine and World Peace
We continue to keep an area set aside in Church for those who wish 
to spend some quiet reflective time to pray for Ukraine and its people 
during daytime Church opening hours. Also, every Thursday at 4 30  pm, 
we offer a time to gather to pray for peace in Ukraine and the Middle 
East and for an end to conflicts worldwide. Everyone is welcome.

Octagon Hall
The Octagon is available for group and private bookings at a cost of 
£16 per hour. For further information and bookings, please contact 
Colin Smith at the administration office, Tuesday to Friday, 9 30 am to  
12 noon, using the contact details shown below.

Contact Details
Clergy:
Rev Stephen Dove	 07944 014521 or stephen@5folds.org.uk 
Rev Ed Green	 01954 716894 or Ed@5folds.uk.com	
Licensed Lay Minister:
Canon Jan Payne	 07780 674563 or jan.payne@northstowe.church
5folds Administration Office:
Colin Smith	 01954 203459 or admin@5folds.org.uk.

Minister: Rev Kwaku Efah

Sunday Morning Services – 10 am

Friendly contemporary services with songs, prayers and 

fellowship.

 4  January	 Service with Communion.

11 January	 Family Service

18 January	 Service of the Word.

25  January	 Visiting Preacher

EVENTS

Wednesday Fellowship – Coffee Morning, 10 – 11 30 am

Every Wednesday, Open Door for coffee and chat. 

Men’s Breakfast – Saturday 17 January, 7 45 – 9 am 

Breakfast and chat. Speaker John Gallagher – My Father – a 

Headmaster.

Community Lunch Club – Thursday 15 and 29 January 

Book through Daphne on 07919 024857.

TOPS Baby and Toddler Group – Tuesdays at 9 45 am (term 

time only). Meet other families while the children play. For 

children up to the age of five. 

Contact Debbie Allen on 01954 261581. 

Nimble Fingers Craft Club – Mondays 2 – 4 pm 

Bring your crafts and join with others, learn a new skill or just 

chat. Contact Daphne on 07919 024857.

For all events contact: secretary@willinghambaptist.org.

Catholic Parish of the Sacred 
Heart, St Ives

Details of services at St Ives at www.sacredheart-stives.org. 
Mass is also held at 6 pm on Saturdays in the Church at  

Bar Hill, at Hanover Close, CB23 8EH.

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia,  
see www.rcdea.org.uk.
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Photo Club Assignment News
Every month, members of our village Photo Club undertake 
an assignment. The resulting photographs are discussed 
at the next meeting, and it’s always interesting and 
enjoyable, never competitive. The most recent assignment 
was Water in Motion, and it was obvious that people had 
fun producing the photos. Amongst the most inventive 
was a series of pictures taken by Keith Tedstone: he hung 
a water-filled balloon from a micro-switch, fired an arrow 
at it and, when it burst, a flashgun activated. The result is 
shown here. 

Assignments don’t have to be approached with such 
technical wizardry – the results also included, for example, 
simple but compelling shots of local waterways and 
coastline. 

(It must be said that, regarding the shooting of arrows at 
balloons, it’s a case of ‘Don’t try this at home!')  

The next meeting in the Baptist Church is on Monday  
19 January at 8 pm, new members welcome. 

Water in motion

Willingham History Group ( WHIG) 
Wassail and Pagan Festivals

On Sunday 11 January at 11 30 am, Willingham will once 
again be celebrating Wassail in the  Community Orchard 
on Earith Road.

Wassailing the apple trees is an ancient English tradition 
of visiting orchards to sing, make noise, and perform rituals 
to bless the trees and ensure a bountiful apple harvest in 
the coming year. The word ‘wassail’ comes from the Old 
English phrase ‘Wæs þu hæl,’ meaning ‘be in good health’.

Core elements of the Willingham ceremony include the 
crowning of  a ‘Wassail King and Queen’, revellers banging 
pots and pans, shouting to ward off evil spirits and wake 
the trees from their winter slumber. And of course drinking 
Wassail, a warm, spiced alcoholic drink (mulled cider 
or ale with apples, sugar, and spices, sometimes called 
‘lamb's wool’) is shared among the participants from a 
large communal bowl.

Willingham would have been a pagan settlement when 
it was founded and would have celebrated other festivals 
throughout the year. Find out what they were at the WHIG 
meeting on Monday 26 January at 7 30 pm in the Social 
Club.  £4 on the door to cover the cost of the room.

Funding Available for Young 
Cambridgeshire Entrepreneurs

Cambridgeshire Community Foundation has partnered 
with SWEF (South West Enterprise Fund) to offer grants 
of up to £2,000 for aspiring business owners aged 18–30. 
We are proud to announce the launch of SWEF offering 
vital funding to help young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds start and grow their own businesses.

Research shows that 79% of young people from 
disadvantaged backgrounds cite lack of funding as the 
biggest barrier to starting a business. SWEF exists to tackle 
this challenge, providing grants of up to £2,000 to young 
entrepreneurs aged 18–30 who are taking their first steps 
in business.

Since its launch, SWEF has awarded over 1,000 grants 
nationally, with an impressive success rate – nine out 
of ten applicants who reach the interview stage receive 
funding. Now, young people across Cambridgeshire will 
have access to this life-changing opportunity.

Two grant types are available:

•	 Start-up grants (up to £500) are designed for those in 
the pre-revenue stage or just starting to trade, covering 
essential equipment, marketing materials, set-up costs 
and training.

•	 Business grants (up to £2,000) to support established 
businesses trading for less than two years and 
generating £500+ per month, funding equipment, 
marketing and expansion costs that will transform and 
grow the business.

You can apply for a grant from this fund if you: 

•	 Live in Cambridgeshire 

•	 Are aged 18 to 30 

•	 Are launching or running a new business that has been 
trading for under two years 

•	 You need support with business costs that you would 
otherwise not be able to afford

Young people interested in applying should visit www.
cambscf.org.uk/funds/swef to find out more about 
eligibility and how to apply.

For further information, please contact:
Julia Cieslak, Marketing and Communications Manager, 

Cambridgeshire Community Foundation. 
Email: julia@cambscf.org.uk  Tel: 07756 871049.

Readers’ Noticeboard
Carer wanted for two hours per day to 
accompany an elderly couple on holiday 

abroad. All expenses will be paid in return 
for two hours care a day. Expenses for 
spouse/partner/friend will also be paid.

Please call 01954 232684.



14	 WILLINGHAM NEWS January 2026

Friends of Willingham Church
St Mary and All Saints, Church St, Willingham

friendsofwillinghamchurch@gmail.com

We would like to thank the people (we had over 60) who 
supported us by attending our Talks and Tea event back in 
October. We raised £448.70. Our next event will be a Quiz 
Night.

Quiz Night

Friday 27 March

7 pm for 7 30 pm at The Octagon

Teams of up to six people

£10 pp

Supper and soft drinks included

Bring your own alcohol

Raffle £1 ticket

Contact above email address to register your team  
and pay

It’s an expensive business looking after a church that is 
hundreds of years old.  The building needs urgent and 
expensive repairs. Keeping the church open depends on 
being able to maintain the church as well as pay the bills. 

The church does not receive any funding from The 
Church of England; it is up to local people to pay for the 
upkeep of the church. It costs approximately £ 900 a week 
just to keep the church open.

Why not join us and help raise these much-needed 
funds? We are raising funds for the maintenance and 
restoration of the outside of the church building. Our 
desire is to preserve the church so future generations can 
enjoy it as much as we do.  

By joining the Friends, you will receive updates on 
our restoration projects when they get underway and 
invitations to church events. We ask you to please support 
the Friends with a donation of £10 every six months (per 
household) or whatever you can afford. You can set up a 
standing order or make payments by BACS. 

 If you would like to become a member or just find out 
more, please email us on the above address. We would 
love to welcome some more members.

We wish all our customers and supporters a Happy and 
Healthy New Year

We are sharing our extensive catalogue on our 
RosieinStitches facebook page so you can grab yourself 
locally sourced, unique, beautifully crafted gifts and warm 
clothing and accessories for special friends and family. By 
using our online store, you will be avoiding the crowded 
shops and keeping yourself safe. You can shop for new 
items at www.rosieinstitches.org.uk or donated items in 
our rosieinstitches2010 eBay charity store, and vintage 
knitting patterns on our facebook page. Please look at our 
extensive selection of jumpers and cardigans ideal to keep 

babies and children up to four years old toasty and warm 
through the winter using coupon sleeves50. If you don’t 
find what you are looking for we do accept commissions.

You can find our easyfundraising page at www.
easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/forh. If you haven’t signed 
up to support us yet, it’s easy and completely free. Some 
stores are now donating when you shop in store in person, 
follow the instructions on the app. 

Our next in person stall is at  Bar Hill Community Market 
on Saturday 26 March 10 am to 1 pm in the Church 
Octagon.

The Octagon Community Hub 
Willingham

Monday Mornings 10 am – 12 30 pm

You may have read in last month’s Willingham News that 
The Octagon, behind St Mary and All Saints Church, has 
undergone the first stage of many improvements. It is no 
longer the cold and draughty hall that it used to be!  The 
new heating system now has radiators which efficiently 
heat the room as well as quiet fan heaters which provide 
additional warmth without restricting conversation. Many 
thanks to the Entire Group (Swavesey) who did this work 
for us.

The kitchen improvements have been made possible 
through several generous grants:

Cambridgeshire ACRE
Co-op Community Fund
South Cambridgeshire Community Chest
The Hypercharged Foundation
Fen Edge Community Association
The Fen Gallop Team
Hitchin Concert Band

As well as through Community Hub donations and 
numerous Church Home Produce and Plant Sales over the 
years.

We are also very grateful to Jonathan and Adam Wake 
(Wakebro Construction, Willingham) who did a magnificent 
job and Howdens (Cambridge) who supplied the units.

We invite you to come and experience this warmth for 
yourself and see, at the same time, our new replacement 
kitchen with all ‘mod cons’!

Join us on Monday mornings, where you will find 
someone to chat to if you would like some company. We 
offer free tea, coffee, and biscuits at all sessions. We also 
serve a light lunch which is often fresh home-made soup 
and buttered toast or beans on toast or jacket potatoes.

There are magazines, books, puzzles, games, knitting 
and mindful colouring to enjoy too.

Please follow the footpath to the left of the Church gate 
and you will find the Octagon behind the Church.  We are 
wheelchair accessible and have a disabled toilet. We make 
no charges for our refreshments, but donations are always 
appreciated. 

Rosie in Stitches  
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Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0345 0455225
Opening hours:

Tuesday: 10 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5 pm
Thursday: 4 – 7 pm 

Friday: 10 am – 1 pm
Saturday: 10 am – 1 pm

Your Online Account

Log in to your account at www.cambridgeshire/gov.uk/
library, using your library card number and PIN to see your 
loans, renew items, search the catalogue, and reserve 
items. You can also access our online services with a wide 
range of eBooks, eAudio books, eComics and eMagazines 
– all free of charge. If you’re not a library member yet, it’s 
easy to join online or in person at any library.

Postage Stamps 

The library now has a used stamp collection box. Save 
up your used stamps and pop them into the box near 
the entrance door. They will be donated to MAGPAS Air 
Ambulance. This charity is based in Cambridgeshire and 
founded in 1971 by two local GPs so please support this 
excellent cause. 

Engage in the Afternoon

Sorry, no Engage this month.

Digital Buddy Drop-in Session 
Tuesday 13 January, 10 30 am – 12 noon

Struggling to access the web? Need help with an online 
application? Drop into our library on the second Tuesday 
of the month to get assistance from our digital buddy for 
free.

After School Lego Session 
Thursday 8 January, 4 – 5 pm

Second Thursday of the month, term time only.
Children four and over with an accompanying adult.

Family Lego Club  
Saturday 10  and  24  January, 10 15 – 11 45 am

Second and fourth Saturday of the month, term time only. 
If you love Lego, then come to the library and enjoy some 
time building with Duplo or Lego. 

Meet Roxy, a Pets as Therapy Dog 
Tuesday 20  January, 2 – 3 pm

Third Tuesday of the month term time only.     
Come along and enjoy some time in the company of 

the gorgeous Roxy, a Pets as Therapy dog and her friendly 
owner. This is a drop-in session.

A big thank you to all who have visited and supported 
these sessions, Roxy looks forward to seeing you again!

Friends of Willingham Library Events
Contact willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com for further 

information
We thought that people might like to know some of the 
main purchases made by FOWL for the Library using the very 
generous donations from The Bank Beer Festival back in 
2019 and 2023. 

•	 New furniture and bookshelves for the children’s area, 
LEGO and Duplo, lots of craft items and pens/pencils...

•	 Shelving for the kitchen area, new kettle, teapot and 
mini fridge. 

•	 We have also bought items for the office area, laminator, 
paper trimmer, a portable screen for slide shows etc. 

•	 Books to support various author visits and prize-
winning books for the Library Service. 

•	 Numerous events held in the village either in the 
Library, Social Club, Ploughman Hall or the school. Fees 
and travel expenses of the visiting authors and other 
speakers. 

We still have some of the money donated left to spend.  
Many thanks to Chris and Paul for these fantastic donations.

Second-Hand Book Sale 

Sorry no Book Sale this month. It will be back in February
Family History Session

Family History Session 
Friday 2 January, 10 30 am – 12 noon

The library computers will be available for research on 
Ancestry, Find My Past (access to these are free of charge 
at the library) as well as other genealogy sites. A volunteer 
will be available to offer advice if needed. If you would like 
to know more contact us on the above email address.

Games and Social Afternoon  
Wednesday 14  January, 2 – 4 pm

Come and join us for a relaxing game of Scrabble or one 
of the other games we have at the library. Maybe bring a 
favourite game from home to share. Or you’re welcome to 
just sit, chat and enjoy some company and refreshments.

Knit and Natter 
Wednesday 14  January,  2 – 4 pm 

Join us for an informal and friendly get together at the  
library bringing your knitting or any other type of 
needlework or handicraft. We’ll be sitting and chatting 
while working on our pieces and perhaps giving help 
and advice to others. Refreshments available, donations 
welcome.

Cambridgeshire Libraries 

Sign up for the Library Service’s monthly email newsletter 
to find out the latest about what’s going on in your local 
libraries. www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-
leisure-culture/libraries/news-and-events/library-news.

The website also has Recommended Reading Lists and 
up-to-date news.
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Night Sky in January
During January, Jupiter will be in opposition. What’s that? It 
means that Earth is passing between the Sun and the gas giant – 
it will take all night for Jupiter to cross high in our sky and, being 
closer to Earth, will be easier to observe. Apart from the Moon, 
it will be the brightest of all night sky objects, even a simple pair 
of binoculars and a steady hand will show three or four of its 95 
plus moons and the planet’s spectacular markings. 

In past months, we’ve generally covered objects visible with 
the naked eye. We’ve had suggestions from residents with small 
telescopes to now and again include other features of the sky. 
Alas, this isn’t the place for such astronomical detail… except in 
this instance, as we have Comet 31/Atlas on its fly-through our 
solar system. This is a rare opportunity. Unlike ‘repeater’ comets 
like Halley’s, 31/Atlas originates from outside our solar system 
(probably from near the centre of our galaxy) and, after passing 
us by, will leave us forever as it continues its journey at a nippy 
58km per second.

It’s only the third interstellar object which has been detected 
travelling through our solar system and was first spotted in mid-
2025. Forget the fanciful speculation that it’s an alien craft, or 
it’s going to threaten our planet – it's at twice the distance from 
us to the Sun, and its trajectory takes it closer to Mars, Venus 
and Jupiter than to Earth. If you have a small telescope, maybe 
you won’t be able to ignore an imagined Hello Willingham as it 
journeys through the Leo and Cancer constellations in January! 
Alternatively, if you’re an armchair astronomer, there are online 
resources which are streaming this unique interstellar visitor. 

Luke Skywatcher 

Dance Group Achieves Success
Amazing news, our dance team recently attended a 
competition with fantastic results, winning first  place. 
There were also successes with solos, duets and the lyrical 
challenge section of the day, with one student, Florence 
Pearce winning the standout trophy and the lyrical 
challenge award.

We couldn't be prouder of them all for being the most 
hardworking and kind team who just bring positivity to 
everything they do. We’re so glad that they were all very 
happy, loved performing and had so much fun with their 
friends. Keep going superstars. They are now excited to 
start a new dance routine for January.

Shine with Studio Fogg! Dance classes in Bourn, 
Willingham and Northstowe. www.studiofogg.co.uk. 

Willingham  
Women’s  
Institute
Our next meeting will be on Monday 12 January, 7 pm 
at the Social Club with refreshments available and time 
for a chat. This will be an open evening, with men and 
women visitors welcome to join us.

At 7 30 pm, Steven Marsh from Pinkster Gin will talk 
to us about his business. We can’t promise free samples 
but there will be bottles of gin to buy, to help celebrate 
the New Year.

We started preparing for Christmas at our November 
meeting. Doreen Young showed us how to make 
decorations with pinecones, ribbons, braid, bells and 
baubles. She supplied all the necessary materials, ready 
wired for us to make our own creations. We were thrilled 
with our efforts and proud to take our decorations home 
with us. A very enjoyable evening, thank you Doreen.

Looking for Friendship, Laughter and Something New?

Our informal, warm and welcoming group is open to 
all women – whether you like listening to interesting 
speakers, activities or simply enjoy a chat over a cuppa.
No need to make jam (unless you want to) and we only 
sing Jerusalem once a year, as a tradition at our Annual 
Meeting.
When?    The second Monday of every month (except 
August). 
Where?   The Social Club.
Arrive from 7 pm for refreshments and a natter, 7 30 pm 
for a speaker or activity.

Come and meet us for a taster session. No charge for 
your first visit, just a warm welcome.

All members receive an online copy of the monthly 
CFWI news, the national magazine, and can join the many 
outings and activities organised by the Cambridgeshire 
Federation.

Hope to see you soon.
Find out more: willinghamwi28@gmail.com or call 

Vicky on  01954 201405.

Quiz Friday 23 January

Open at 7 pm for a 7 30 pm start at the Social Club.

Do come and join us for a fun evening.

The bar will be open for drinks.

You are welcome to bring your own nibbles but no 
hot food, thank you.

Ticket price £6 per person, teams four to six.

Contact willinghamwi28@gmail.com for a team  
entry form.
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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Thought for the Month
I wonder how you are feeling as a new year dawns. Glad 
to leave 2025 behind? Or worried about bills that will 
soon arrive to pay for the Christmas celebrations that are 
now behind us? Or looking forward to all that lies ahead 
as we move towards springtime and lengthening days? 

I wonder – are you someone who makes New Year 
Resolutions? If so, do you manage to keep them? Do you 
think of them as a bit of fun – to see which of your family/
friendship group lasts out longest – or something more 
significant? Campaigns like ‘Dry January’, ‘Meat-free 
Mondays’ or ‘Veganuary’ try to encourage us to change 
our way of life for a month, or one day a week at the start 
of a new year. They promise health benefits if someone 
joins up, or benefits for the environment or animals; but 
there’s not much evidence about their lasting impact on 
individuals or the planet.

I stopped viewing the new year as a ‘special’ time 
for making resolutions or changing my ways long ago, 
because the turning of the year really has no more 
significance than the possibilities each new day brings. As 
a Christian I try to give thanks to God every morning for 
the opportunity to live life to the full as the day unfolds, 
to experience the wonders of creation, to participate in 
the community in our village (or further afield). I also try 
to follow the Golden Rule every day.

You may have heard of the character Mrs Do–as-you-
would-be-done-by (in Charles Kingsley’s book The Water 
Babies) whose name explains what following this rule 
means. It is part of Jesus’ teaching (Matthew 7:12); but 
is also in the teachings of all the world’s religions and 
humanism, so it’s relevant for everyone. I wonder what 
society would be like if we all resolved to live by it? Kinder, 
more caring and less abusive? 

Will you join me in making the Golden Rule your 
resolution for 2026 and for life?

The Revd Dr Janet E Tollington 
A retired United Reformed Church Minister

Advice for Craft Husbands     
Take it from me, when your wife is Seriously Crafting, be it 
quilting, cross stitching, machine embroidery, or any of the 
other dark arts, step well back, as she will undoubtably be 
in an SAS-type operational mode.

She will probably be working in her Craft Kingdom, 
which might be a spare room hijacked for the purpose, or 
a garden house which cost an arm and a leg but ‘believe 
me, it’ll pay for itself in the long run’. Or it may be the 
dining table and a variably expanding (rarely contracting) 
area around it. Whichever, approach her at your peril. 
Especially if, within grabbing distance, you spot a seam 
ripper or one of those humongous pairs of weird scissors. 
She won’t hold back to protect her Kingdom. 

Wherever she’s busy crafting, do not, under any 
circumstances, ask when dinner might be ready. Of equal 
importance, never, no matter how desperate, bring her an 
old pair of your gardening trousers and ask if she’ll turn 
them up. The withering look might turn you to stone. At 
best she’ll respond by offering, ‘Just leave them in there’, 
as she nods towards the bin at her side. 

Another commandment is 'Thou shalt not reach over her 
work area and pull at a loose thread to see what happens'. 
I know you’re just being inquisitive and supportive, but 
this is dangerous territory. As is asking if she needs all 
these drawers full of fabric, or enquiring if she can shift 
over a bit so you can start your 1000-piece jigsaw of Lyme 
Regis or your 9000-brick Lego Titanic. 

You may think you’re safe when accompanying her on a 
shopping trip to Ely or Cambridge, and she drags you into a 
crafts shop. You’re not safe at all – you’re outnumbered, as 
she will quickly form a powerful gang with at least two like-
minded shop assistants quite capable of inflicting damage 
with their own seam rippers. You linger at a distance and 
pretend to examine a painting-by-numbers set of ponies 
as you listen to them talking in tongues.

When you both exit the shop and your wife is now armed 
with a brand-new gadget – the function of which you have 
no idea but it looks very much like a tranquillising gun – 
think kindly, and smile. For those old gardening trousers 
might yet be handed back to you, complete with pink lace 
trim.
Footnote: to protect the longevity of my marriage, I shall remain 
nameless as the author. I just trust that my fellow Craft Husbands 
will take note of the advice. But if you do see a man strolling 
through the village wearing an old pair of trousers with pink lace 
trim… that’ll be me. 

A Nonn

Answers to Islands Quiz
1 Isle of Wight 2 Haiti and the Dominican Republic 3 Texel  
4 La Isla Bonita 5 Sark 6 Chile 7 Cape Cod 8 Turtle 9 Fair Isle  
10 Iceland (Reykjavik)
Codeword Answer

Answers to Wicked Quiz
1 Elphaba 2 The Emerald City 3 Madame Morrible 4 Elphaba  
5 Ariande Grande
Answers to panto quiz
1 Aladdin 2 Baron Hardup 3 Buttons 4 They encourage 
audience participation 5 Cow 6 Sleeping Beauty
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Willingham Gardening Club
The Gardening Club wishes all readers good health and a 
prosperous year ahead, both in and out of the garden.

The Gardening Club meets on the first Monday of the 
month at the Social Club but a reminder that there will be 
no meeting in January.   

Our next meeting with be on Monday 2 February where 
we look forward to welcoming speaker Geoff Hodge with 
his talk Happy House Plants – The Indoor Jungle. The 
meetings begin at 7 30 but refreshments are available from 
7 pm. There is an entrance fee of £4 for non-members.

New members are always welcome and can sign up 
for a membership now. If you are interested in joining or 
learning about the benefits of membership, please email: 
willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com. Information can 
also be found on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
WillinghamGardeningClub. 
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BUILDING INSPIRING SPACES 

We are a local family business that revels in 
transforming your project dreams into a reality 

with our professionalism, honesty and 
creativity! 

Whether you want to renovate your home, 
build an extension, or create something new, 
we can handle it for you from start to finish! 

Extensions – Refurbishments – Conversions – Kitchens – Flooring – 
Electrical work – Bespoke furniture - AND SO MUCH MORE! 

 07989 341724         01954 202267 
www.ajcarpentry.co.uk 
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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WHAT'S ON

DATE	 EVENT	 ORGANISATION	 VENUE	 EXTRA INFO

Fri 2 Jan	 Family History Session	 Friends of Willingham 		  10 30 am – 12 noon, 

		  Library (FOWL)	 Library	 see p15

Sat 3 Jan	 Fen Edge Twinning 		  Rampton 

	 Association Social Evening	 FETA	 Village Hall	 3 – 5 pm, see p6

Sun 4 Jan	 Willingham News Deadline	 Willingham News		  See p3, articles to be sent 

				    to: 

				    willinghamnews@gmail.com

Wed 7 Jan	 Carers’ Support Meeting	 Surgery	 Wilford Furlong  

			   Centre	 2 – 4 pm, see p8

Wed 7 Jan	 Parish Council Meeting	 Parish Church	 Octagon	 7 30 pm, see p10

Thu 8 Jan	 After School Lego Session	 Library	 Library	 4 – 5 pm, see p15

Sat 10 Jan	 Memory Box Café	 Parish Church	 Octagon	 10 am – 12 noon,  

				    see p7 & p12

Sat 10 Jan	 Family Lego Club	 Library	 Library	 10 15 – 11 45 am, see p15

Sun 11 Jan	 Come a Wassailing	 Willingham Action Group 	 Community 

		  (WAG)	 Orchard	 11 30 am, see p5 & p13

Mon 12 Jan	 Guest speaker: Steven Marsh  

	 from Pinkster Gin 	 Women's Institute	 Social Club	 7 30 pm, see p17

Tue 13 Jan	 Digital Buddy Drop-in Session	Library	 Library	 10 30 am – 12 noon, see 

p15

Wed 14 Jan	 Games & Social Afternoon	 Friends of Willingham  

		  Library (FOWL)	 Library	 2 – 4 pm, see p15

Wed 14 Jan	 Knit & Natter Afternoon	 Friends of Willingham  

		  Library (FOWL)	 Library	 2 – 4 pm, see p15

Thu 15 Jan	 Community Lunch Club	 Baptist Church	 Baptist Church	 Booking essential, see p12

Sat 17 Jan	 Talk: My Father –  

	 a Headmaster with  

	 John Gallagher	 Men’s Breakfast	 Baptist Church	 7 45 – 9 am, see p12

Mon 19 Jan	 Meeting	 Photo Club	 Baptist Church	 8 – 10 pm, see p11 & p13

Tue 20 Jan	 Roxy, Pets as Therapy Dog	 Library	 Library	 2 – 3 pm, se p15

Fri 23 Jan	 Quiz Evening	 Women’s Institute	 Social Club	 7 00 pm, see p17

Sat 24 Jan	 Family Lego Club	 Library	 Library	 10 15 – 11 45am, see p15

Mon 26 Jan	 Meeting	 History Group (WHIG)	 Social Club	 7 30 pm, see p13

Thu 29 Jan	 Community Lunch Club	 Baptist Church	 Baptist Church	 Booking essential, see p12



Council and	 Parish Council		  01954 261027
Community	 County Councillor	 Yasmin Deter	 yasmin.deter@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
	 District Councillor	 Bill Handley   	  01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk
	 District Councillor	 Dan Lentell     	 01954 713000 / cllr.lentell@scambs.gov.uk
	 Willingham Community Planning Group		  07506 385554 / communityplanning@willinghamlife.org
Services	 Surgery 		  01954 260230	
	 Dispensary for repeat prescription requests	 Weekdays 10 am – 12 noon and 3 – 4 pm	 01954 207602
	 Library		  0345 045 5225
	 Pharmacy		  01954 261787
	 Community Warden 	 Joanne Twinn	 joanne.twinn@ageukcap.org.uk / 07812 496002 
	 Patient Participation Group 	 Chris Thornhill 	 07721 029494 / crthornhill@gmail.com
Schools	 Primary School	 Mona Paalanen	 01954 283030
	 Willingham Out Of School Club (3–6 pm only)	 M Lenk	 01954 283033
	 School Governors Chairperson	 Chris Shaw 	 chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk
	 School Association	 c/o school	 01954 283030
	 British School Trust	 Ray Croucher	 willinghambritishschooltrust@gmail.com / 07881 521041
Children	 Beavers, Cubs and Scouts	 Tim Mead	 tim.mead@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
	 Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only)	 Kate Van Dort	 01954 201567
	 Koala Kidz, Children's Day Nursery	 Edith Jeffrey	 01954 260046
	 Brownies, Guides and Rangers	 Lynn McGoff 	 willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk 
	 TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group)	 Debbie Allen	 01954 261581
	 Little Rainbows Baby & Toddler Group	 Tiko Pending	 tmwale31@gmail.com 
Halls	 Ploughman Hall Bookings	 Through Parish Council	 01954 261027
	 Wilford Furlong Centre		  01954 261445
	 The Octagon		  admin@5folds.org.uk
	 Baptist Bookings and Rentals	 Jenny Ambrose	  secretary@willinghambaptist.org
	 Willingham Social Club Bookings	 Lynne Sadler	  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
	 Willingham Youth Centre Bookings	 Through Parish Council	 01954 261027
Local	 Allotments 		  Clerk@willinghamcombinedcharity.org.uk
Representatives	 Billavincea Lodge 8719	 David Plummer	 01480 492912
	 Fen Edge Community Association	 Eileen Wilson	 chair@fenedge.co.uk
	 Over & District Royal British Legion	 Jane Matthews	 07983 630265 / overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com
	 OWLS Community Car Scheme	 Lorraine Hunt	 07505 254363
	 Willingham Action Group (WAG)	 Paul Knighton	 07787 530394
	 Willingham Combined Charities	 Lynn McGoff 	 clerk@willinghamcombinedcharity.org.uk
	 Willingham Bee Group	 Corrin Hoyes	 07903 937718 
	 For information about swarm collection please see the information here: Swarm Collection – Cambridgeshire Beekeepers' 
	 Association
Clubs	 Friends of Willingham Church	 Rosemary Tiley	 friendsofwillinghamchurch@gmail.com
	 Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL) 		  willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
	 Willingham Carpet Bowls Club	 David Young	 01954 200561 / orchardist44@ntlworld.com
	 Willingham Gardening Club		  willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com
	 Willingham Men's Breakfast	 Pete Sacré	 01954 261655/whammensbrek@gmail.com
	 Willingham Social Club	 Lynne Sadler	  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
	 Willingham Jam Club	 Julian Eales 	 01954 201818
	 Willingham Photo Club	 Derek Law	 derek@ballandia.co.uk
	 Willingham Running Club	 Monica Garcia	 gcompass.monica@gmail.com
	 Willingham Writers	 Keira Garner, Jo Pilsworth	  07539 292540 (Jo)
	 Willingham Youth Club	 Jack Stinton 	 enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
	 Women’s Institute	 Vicky Baggaley	 01954 201405
Sport	 Angling	 Colin Dodd 	 07773 719330
	 Badminton	 Emma Byrom	 01954 202481
	 Bowls Club	 Mark Chapman	 mark.chapmanwbc@gmail.com
	 Cricket Club	 R Ambrose	 01954 610113
	 Cycling Club	 Nigel Leaney	 nigel.leaney@outlook.com / 07979 518200
	 Willingham Diamonds Netball Club	 Emma Byrom	 01954 202481
	 Willingham Sports Pavilion	 Through Parish Council 	 01954 261027
	 Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football)	 Jamie Smith (Sec)	  01954 261141
Churches	 Baptist Church	 Jenny Ambrose 	 secretary@willinghambaptist.org
	 Roman Catholic Priest	 Rev. Trindade Monteiro	 Trindade.Monteiro@rcdea.org.uk / 01480 462192
	 Parish Church	 Rev Stephen Dove	 07944 014521/stephen@5folds.org.uk

VILLAGE DIRECTORY
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Call for a brochure  or to speak to one 
of our specialists 01954 261431

or visit our website  
vintagetravel.co.uk

HANDPICKEDHANDPICKED

VILLAS WITH POOLSVILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas & 
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas 

of traditional local culture.

GREECE • SPAIN • LANZAROTE • BALEARICS • PORTUGAL  
TURKEY • FRANCE • ITALY • CROATIA • CYPRUS V5643

2787

Your Local Travel Company
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At Thompson Taraz Rand we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

•  Accounts Preparation

•  Self Assessment

•  Taxation Advice

•  Business Start-ups

•  Business Planning

•  Payroll Services

•  Online Accounting

Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

01954 263000 
info@thompsontarazrand.co.uk
www.thompsontarazrand.co.uk

Unit 1 Hazlewell Court,
 Bar Road, Lolworth, CB23 8DS

Chartered Accountants    Bus iness  Adv isers

Thompson Taraz Rand


