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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Bin Collections

Friday     3 October	 Blue and Green

Friday     10 October	 Black

Friday     17 October	 Blue and Green

Friday     24 October	 Black        

Friday     31 October	 Blue and Green

(Dates correct at time of going to press)

CONTENTS
October News

Autumn Vaccinations.........................................................9

Christmas Greetings........................................................15

Creative Grounds Café.......................................................9

Duke Fest...........................................................................6

Feast Events Plan...............................................................7

Fen Edge Twinning Association.......................................19

Memory Box Café..............................................................5

Mystery Photo.................................................................13

Nature’s Names...............................................................11

Night Sky.........................................................................19

Octagon Hub.....................................................................5

Old Willingham..................................................................5

Poetry Corner..................................................................15

Scarecrows........................................................................5

Shoe Boxes........................................................................5

Clubs and Groups

Friends of Willingham Church....................................... 9

Friends of Willingham Library..................................... 16

Gardening Club............................................................ 13

History Group................................................................ 9

Hockey Club................................................................. 19

Photo Club................................................................... 15

Social Club................................................................... 13

Women’s Institute......................................................... 6

Quizzes

Sudoku......................................................................... 11

Answers....................................................................... 16

Monthly Items

Bin Collections...................................................................3

Christians Together..........................................................12

Directory..........................................................................23

Library.............................................................................16

Medical Practice..............................................................10

Parish Council..................................................................17

Thought for the Month...................................................15

What’s On........................................................................21

Young Readers’ Corner....................................................11

PLEASE NOTE:

Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present 
are now available on the Willingham Life website run by WAG:
www.willinghamlife.org/page

Advertising
Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues 
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to: 
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your emails Adverts.

The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention that 
you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you all very 
much.

To contact local police, phone 101 or email: 
SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News 
Ltd and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to 
ensure the accuracy of the content of the submissions, 
but this cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right 
to edit or omit articles at our discretion. The views 
expressed in readers’ letters are not necessarily those 
of the editorial team. Send your contributions to 
willinghamnews@gmail.com as an email attachment 
of up to 250 words (no pdfs) to arrive before the 
monthly deadline. The Editorial Team comprises 
Mike Bird, Liz Cosford, John Lawrence, Frances Watts, 
James Watts and Trevor Weston.

If you have any changes to the Village Directory please send them 
to us at: willinghamnews@gmail.com

Councillors’ Contact Details
Councillor reports can be found on their websites

County Councillor 
Yasmin Deter	 www.facebook.com/ 
	 share/16a1voz7GB/?mibextid=wwXIfr

District Councillor 
Bill Handley	 www.facebook.com/billhandleylibdem

District Councillor 
Dan Lentell	 www.facebook.com/CllrDan

Please note the deadline for your contributions is now 
the 4th of each month. 
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O’MALLEY SOLICITORS 
Family Law Specialists 

 
Divorce ∙ Matrimonial Property & Finances ∙ Co-habitation 

Disputes   Children Matters ∙ Prenuptial Agreements.  
 

With over 20 years’ experience, we take a sympathetic and 
sensitive approach to Marriage and Family breakdowns. 

Contact us on 01954 202075. 
 

O’MALLEY SOLICITORS 
84 Rampton Road, Willingham, Cambridge, CB24 5JQ 

Tel: 01954 202075 E-mail: omalleysolicitors@googlemail.com 
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

SRA No: 318339 
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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FREE no obligation quotes

Cambridgeshire’s largest flooring showroom est. 1996

01223 233233
www.floor-coverings.net

Unit 31-32 Dry Drayton Industries, Scotland Road, Dry Drayton,
Cambridge CB23 8AT Open: Mon - Sat 9-5

HOME FRAGRANCE    GIFTS

CRAFTS    HOME & GARDEN

JEWELLERY    ACCESSORIES

LOCAL ARTISTS    CRAFTERS  

U N I T  1 F

H I G H G A T E  F A R M

W I L L I N G H A M

C B 2 4  5 E U

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

CLOSED
10:00 - 16:00
10:00 - 16:00
10:00 - 16:00
10:00 - 16:00
10:00 - 16:00
CLOSED

G I F T  S H O P

@SELBYSOFCAMBRIDGE
SALES@SELBYSOFCAMBRIDGE.CO.UK



WILLINGHAM NEWS October 2025	 5

Willingham Memory Box Café
If you’re living with any form of memory loss or 

other illness please do come with a friend, family 
member or carer to join us for

Songs, Refreshments, Company, and Fun
On  Saturday 11 October 

from 10 am to 12 noon
in The Octagon 

(behind Willingham Parish Church, 
with wheelchair access and no steps)

All Welcome           No Charge
Sponsored by St Mary & All Saints Church

For further details please contact us by email: 
memoryboxcafe@yahoo.com.

Old Willingham

Recently, this interesting photo was contributed to the site 
and shows the inside of the old Baptist Tabernacle Church 
on George Street. This may be a Sunday morning and 
possibly a special event. Two things are remarkable: first 
we see what the inside of this big church was like before 
it was demolished in the 1980s. There was a large upstairs 
gallery and, if it were like most churches, everyone would 
know where they sat each week. ‘Woe betide’ if you took 
their spot. The second remarkable thing is how full the 
church is, showing the importance of the church to the 
village in the 1950s. The church that now sits on this site 
would not hold half this many!

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com.

Operation Christmas  
Child Shoe Boxes

Would you like to give a Christmas gift to a child who has 
never had one before?

Each year, Samaritan’s Purse sends hundreds of 
shoeboxes packed with goodies to those who otherwise 
would not receive a gift. This year, through Operation 
Christmas Child, they will go to children in more than 100 
countries, from refugee camps in the Middle East to war-
torn Ukraine and remote villages in Africa and Central Asia.

If you would like to give a gift this Christmas, you can 
bring things such as school supplies, new toys (that will 
fit into a shoebox!) or personal care items (a bar of soap, 
toothbrush, hairbrush, etc), but no sweets, toothpaste, 
liquids or lotions, to the Baptist Church by Friday  
7 November, when we hope to pack the boxes ready for 
collection. If you have any spare shoeboxes, these would 
be useful to us as well, as we can cover them in Christmas 
paper!

Your generosity last year helped us fill over 100 boxes. 
Let’s see how many we can do this year!

Any questions?  Phone Hilary Wyllie on 01954 260051 or 
07711 885899.

Hilary Wyllie

The Octagon Community Hub
Monday Mornings 10 am – 12 30 pm

Come and join us on Monday mornings in the Octagon 
where you will find someone to chat to if you would 
like some company. We offer tea, coffee and biscuits at 
all sessions. We also serve a light lunch which is often 
fresh vegetable soup and buttered toast, beans on toast 
or jacket potatoes. There are magazines, books, puzzles, 
games, knitting and colouring for you to enjoy as well.

You will find the Octagon at the rear of the Parish Church. 
Please follow the footpath to the left of the Church gate. 
We are wheelchair accessible and have a Disabled toilet.

The Hub is supported with funding from South 
Cambridgeshire District Council through Cambridgeshire 
ACRE. The Parish Council, St Mary & All Saints Church and 
the Co-operative Community Fund also support us. We 
gratefully receive donations of bread from Boswell and 
Son Bakers in Church Street and milk from the Willingham 
Co-op.

Donations towards the Octagon Replacement Kitchen 
Fund are always appreciated. With a new oven and hob, 
we will be able to increase the range of light lunches 
offered.

We hope to see you in October!

The Scarecrows are Making a 
Comeback!

Last year, over 40 scarecrows appeared around the village, 
delighting youngsters and adults alike. Some of them 
can still be seen around the village! This year, as part of 
the Willingham Feast in October, villagers have another 
chance to get creative!

Get ready to build a scarecrow and display it for everyone 
to enjoy. It's your chance to join in the fun. Just like last 
year, there are no rules and no themes, so you can let your 
imagination run wild. Whether you want to build a classic 
straw figure or something completely unexpected, all are 
welcome! A special thank you to the Garner and Wake 
families on West Fen Road, who have generously offered 
straw to help bring the scarecrows to life!

If you'd like to participate, register your address so that 
the community can come and find your creation!

To register your scarecrow, send a private message on 
www.facebook.com/WillinghamVillage/ or send an email 
to willinghamvillagepage@gmail.com.
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St Mary & All Saints Church 
Gift Day

Our Church is there for all, not just for services on Sundays 
and not just as an historic monument, but to support 
all for special occasions, celebrations and life’s events, 
including those who want to come in, even if it’s just for a 
few moments of peace.

As with all things, however, it does take a great deal of 
money to keep it running and open. We have all the usual 
expenses to cover – heating, lighting, insurance, cleaning, 
repairs, etc.

We are always very grateful for any donations that 
people can give for the Church to continue to support the 
community.

We are holding our annual Gift Day in the Church on 
Saturday 11 October from 10 am to 2 pm, when members 
of the Church will be on hand to welcome you and answer 
any questions you may have. Light refreshments will be 
available. So please do come along, even for just a few 
minutes. Any donations that you feel able to make by card, 
cheque or cash will be very much appreciated.

For further information contact us at wardengroupwill@
gmail.com.

Willingham Warden Group

Willingham  
Women’s  
Institute
Our next meeting will be on Monday 13 October at  
7 pm at the Social Club. We will be having refreshments 
on arrival and time to chat, before the speaker starts at 
7 30 pm.

Peter Hains will be giving us the second part of his 
Literary Tour of Cambridge. The first part was very 
interesting and amusing, so we are looking forward to 
seeing him again.

Our friendly, informal group is open to all women – 
just a few of us make jam and we only sing Jerusalem, 
as a tradition, at the Annual Meeting! We have an 
interesting speaker at our monthly meetings or an 
activity. All members receive an online copy of the 
monthly CFWI News, the national magazine, and 
can also join outings and activities organised by the 
Cambridgeshire Federation.

You would be warmly welcomed for a taster session 
to check us out, free of charge. To find out more, please 
contact willinghamwi28@gmail.com or phone Vicky on 
01954 201405. We hope to see you soon.

The WI Quiz is back! Save the date!  
Friday 23 January 2026 

Open at 7 pm for a 7 30 pm start at the Social Club. 
Ticket price £6 per person, teams 4 to 6 (contact 

willinghamwi28@gmail.com for a team entry form).

Duke Fest 
Bringing the pub garden back to life at the Duke of 

Wellington

In August the garden at the Duke of Wellington pub burst 
back into life as it played host to the first ever Duke Fest. 
And, judging by the smiling faces and empty pint glasses, 
it won’t be the last.

‘It’s fantastic to see the Duke garden back up and 
running,’ was the sentiment echoed by many of the locals 
who turned out to enjoy four days of beer, barbecue, and 
brilliant live music.

The festival bar offered an impressive array of real ales 
and ciders to suit every palate, from dark caramel milds to 
crisp, hoppy golden ales and refreshing elderflower cider. 
Those who preferred the classics were also well catered 
for, with the pub’s regular selection available inside.

Duke Fest was more than just a celebration of great drinks 
— it was a celebration of local community spirit. The ever-
enthusiastic Willingham Wolves football teams manned 
the barbecue with flair, serving up top-quality burgers and 
sausages sourced from Highgate Butchers. Meanwhile, the 
festival shone a spotlight on local brewers, with standout 
offerings from Papworth Brewery (Earith), Milton Brewery 
(Waterbeach) and Foxhay Cider (Rampton) – made from 
apples grown right here in Willingham.

The atmosphere was electric throughout the weekend, 
thanks in no small part to the live music. On Saturday, 
Beerbelly delivered a lively set of crowd-pleasing covers, 
with Stingray following suit on Sunday.

From the clink of pint glasses to the sound of laughter 
and dancing feet, Duke Fest proved that the heart of 
Willingham’s community is alive and well—and ready to 
party.

Roll on the next one!

Catherine Atkins
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Willingham	Feast	Events	Plan	2025

October	Dates Event Loca;on

All	month Village	Scarecrows	

Everyone	is	welcome	to	put	up	a	scarecrow
All	welcome

Friday	3 Teens	Silent	Disco	–	11	to	18	years	old	
7	30	–	10	pm		£5					Tuck	Shop	–	No	Alcohol	
Tickets:	www.trybooking.com/uk/FECB	
Pre-booking	essen-al!	

Ploughman	Hall

Saturday	4 Adult	Silent	Disco				£7	
7	30	–	11	pm	(With	Bar)	
Tickets:	www.trybooking.com/uk/FEEA	
Pre-booking	essen-al!	

Ploughman	Hall

Saturday	4	
Sunday	5

Art	Exhibi;on	and	Artwork	Sale	–	Free	Entrance,	
Sat:	3	–	5	pm,		Sun:	11	am	–	3	pm

Library

Saturday	4	
Sunday	5

Photo	Club	Exhibi;on	–	Free	Entrance,	
Sat:	11	am	–	5	pm,		Sun:	11	am	–	4	pm

Public	Hall

Sunday	5 Harvest	Fes;val	Service	11	00	am	–	12	noon St	Mary	&	All	Saints	Church

Sunday	5 Harvest	Fes;val	Lunch			12	30	–	2	30	pm	 
1st	come,	1st	served	(Max	50)	–	cost	£5	
Wardengroupwill@gmail.com

Octagon

Sunday	5 Repair	Café				1	–	4	30	pm Ploughman	Hall

Tuesday	7 Movie	night,	The	Greatest	Showman	Singalong	
Pop	into	the	pub	for	Uckets:	£10	Adults,	£5	Under	12s

Porterhouse	Tipi

Saturday	11 Street	Food	Trucks	and	Live	Music	
2	or	3	trucks	–	12	noon	unUl	late

Duke	of	Wellington	
car	park

Sunday	12 Bulb	plan;ng	
2	–	4	pm			Volunteers	(with	Gardening	Club)

Village	Green

Friday	17 Murder	Mystery	Book	Night	(run	by	FOWL)		
Author	talk	and	snacks			7	30	pm	unUl	late	
Pre-book:	Willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com

Social	Club

Saturday	18 Wine	Quiz		(run	by	Cat	&	Clive)	
7	30	–	11	pm					Cost	£25	
Contact:	carolinepawsey@gmail.com	

Social	Club

Sunday	19 Bulb	plan;ng	
2	–	4	pm			Volunteers	(with	Gardening	Club)

Willford	Furlong

Friday	31	 Carradine’s	Cockney	Singalong	
7	–	11	pm		Free	admission	/	restaurant	reservaUons	
advised

The	Porterhouse

Willingham Feast Events Plan 2025
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Autumn Vaccination Clinic  
at the Hub

Willingham (Octagon) Community Hub is hosting 
an immunisation clinic for local people on Monday  
3 November, 10 am to 12 noon. Save the date! 

We're working with the Community & School-Age 
Immunisation Team that covers Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough.  The team plan to offer vaccinations to 
adults, aged 65 and over, for:

•	 COVID: 75 and over or 18 – 74 years if severely 
immunosuppressed

•	 FLU: 65 and over 

•	 PPV (Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine): 65 and 
over

•	 Shingles: 70 – 79 years

•	 RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus): 75 – 79 years

Flu and shingles vaccines may be given to 60 – 65 year-olds 
based on health conditions or medications.

There is no charge for the immunisations, and your 
health records will be updated on a national system which 
gets uploaded to all GP records. 

Our friendly Hub team will have the kettle on for 
refreshments, so please do stay on and have a cuppa and a 
chat with us and find out more about our free community 
support. 

Find us in The Hub, The Octagon, St Mary and All Saints 
Church, Church Street, Willingham, Cambridge, CB24 5HS 
on Mondays from 10 am until 12 noon.

Sue Lines

Friends of Willingham Church
It’s an expensive business looking after a church that’s 
hundreds of years old. Our parish church St Mary & All 
Saints mainly originated in the 13th century but has Saxon 
and Norman heritage. It’s a grade 1 listed building that 
contains nationally important medieval wall paintings.

The church community does not receive any funding 
from The Church of England; it is up to local people to 
pay for the upkeep of the church. English Heritage cannot 
support ongoing maintenance – they barely have enough 
funds to help those churches that are in danger of collapse. 

You can help by supporting the Friends of Willingham 
Church. Our AGM is on Tuesday 7 October at 7 30 pm in 
the Octagon. All are welcome to join us for a review of 
our past year.

We are a community group, established in summer 2023 
to raise money for the maintenance of the outside of the 
church building. Our desire is to preserve the church so 
future generations can enjoy it as much as we do. By joining 
the Friends, you will receive updates on our restoration 
projects when they get underway and invitations to church 
events. 

We ask you to please support the Friends with a 
donation of £10 every six months (per household) or 
whatever you can afford. You can set up a standing order 
or make payments by BACS. If you would like to become 
a member or just find out more, please email us on the 
above address.

Our next fund-raising event will be on Saturday  
8 November at 2 30 pm in the Church, £5 per person. We 
will be hosting a speaker from National Heritage who will 
present a talk about the wall paintings and other aspects 
of decoration within the church. Following the talk, we 
will be selling tea, coffee and home-made cakes in the 
Octagon. 

To book please contact friendsofwillinghamchurch@
gmail.com.

Willingham History Group (WHIG) 
The castle in Rampton that never was!

Oh, the chaos…  William the Conqueror’s grandchildren 
and the Anarchy. And why are there foundations for a 
castle in Rampton? Find out at the WHIG meeting on 
Monday 27 October at 7 30 pm in the Social Club – £4 on 
the door to cover the cost of the room.

October Events  
at Creative Grounds Café

Fridays 3 October and 10 October 
Craft & Cup 
Adults only, 6 30 to 9 pm.

Relax with a glass of wine or prosecco and do something 
creative! Craft activities are available to purchase for 
anyone who wants to join in!

Booking: £5 per person, redeemable against your first 
drink. Non-refundable. Book your place at the café.

Sundays 5 October and 12 October 
Family Games Afternoon

Enjoy a wide range of board games!  1 to 4 pm.
£2 per family. No need to book, but space is limited. 

Suitable for children of all ages.
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment.  
If we are closed, please call 111. 

Help Us to Help You – Busy Service 

All NHS services are under severe pressure at the 
moment, as we look after increasing numbers of patients 
who are sick with COVID‐19 and other deteriorating 
conditions in the community. We are also delivering the 
huge and vitally important COVID‐19 vaccination 
programme. Please do not contact us regarding a vaccine, 
we will contact you. 

So that we can focus on these really important issues, 
we will understandably be prioritising urgent care. This 
means that when you contact us, we may have an initial 
conversation with you to understand how urgent your 
health needs are.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent (for example 
attending for a routine blood test), you may have to wait 
longer than usual until you can be dealt with. However, do 
please make sure that you continue to get in touch with us 
if you need to. This is particularly important if:  
• your problem is genuinely urgent 
• you have a long term condition that is getting worse 
• you are worried about symptoms that might indicate 

cancer 
Please also remember – you can call NHS 111 for urgent 
concerns and 999 for serious emergencies and that our 
local pharmacist can help with minor complaints. 

For adults with mental health problems, including 
depression and anxiety, you can refer yourself directly to 
the local wellbeing service, via 0300 300 0055. If you are 
experiencing a mental health crisis, contact the First 
Response Service by calling 111 and select option 2 (in 
Wisbech call 111, select option 1 and ask to be put 
through to the First Response Service). 

The Cambridgeshire County Council has a range of 
support and information to help in times of urgent need. 
To access these please telephone 0345 045 5202 – 8 am – 
6 pm weekdays and 9 am – 1 pm on Saturdays. Outside 
office hours if someone is in danger telephone 01733 
234724. In an emergency, call 999. Also see 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/adults. 

Thank you very much for helping us all manage under 
these very difficult circumstances. 

Magpas Donations 

In the absence of the Lucky Squares raffle last Christmas, 
the practice requested donations to Magpas Air 
Ambulance. We are delighted to announce we raised 
£100.50 via our ‘Just Giving’ page. Thank you to all those 
that donated. Let’s hope Lucky Squares will return in 
Christmas 2021! 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 6 00  
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            4 30 – 7 00 
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                               2 00 – 4 00  
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Emergencies                                                4 00 – 6 00 

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY 

Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602 

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 

Out of hours cover: Ring 111  Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Carers' Meeting 

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still 
currently postponed until further notice. They will be 
reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for 
someone and need advice and financial or emotional 
support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 
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Winter Fuel Allowance –  2025 Update

Following a review by central government for 2025, most 
pensioners in England and Wales will receive the Winter Fuel 
Payment. The payment will be reinstated for all pensioners 
with a taxable income below £35,000 per year. If your income 
is above that threshold, you will still receive the payment, and it 
will be recovered through the tax system.

If you’re eligible, you’ll get a letter in October or November 
and most eligible people will be paid automatically in November 
or December.

If you haven’t received a payment before, and believe you 
are eligible, you can contact DWP Winter Fuel Payment by 
telephone, post or online to make a claim.

For further information please visit www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-
payment or telephone 0800 731 0160.

Be aware of potential scams related to winter fuel payment 
claims

Contacting the surgery 

Emails to the surgery are not the appropriate route for our 
patients to make clinical contact with the GP and we ask that you 
do not convey any clinical information this way. This includes, for 
example, asking clinical questions, letting the GP know that you 
are changing doses of your medication or wanting to update the 
GP before attending an appointment with them. On receipt of 
such emails, our only response will be to ask you make a GP 
appointment.

Please also note that we are unable to book appointments 
via email or our AccuRx Patient Triage system. You are able to 
make your appointment via SystmOnline, by using the NHS App 
or telephoning the surgery and speaking to our reception team.

Medication Changes

If you have been contacted regarding an unexpected change to 
your medication, this is likely to be due to an NHS policy to ensure 
that patients are receiving the most medically appropriate and 
cost-effective treatment. As a result, to keep up to date with 
the latest national and local guidelines, changes to treatment 
are sometimes necessary. If you have any queries or concerns 
these should be directed to Spirit Health by email to info@spirit-
healthcare.co.uk or by telephoning their 24-hour helpline on 
0800 881 5423.

Vaccinations

•	 The Pneumococcal Vaccine is available all year round for 
everyone who is aged 65 years and over.

•	 The RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) Vaccine is available all 
year round for everyone who is aged between 75 and 79 
years of age and for all pregnant women who are over 28 
weeks.

•	 The Shingles Vaccine is available all year round for everyone 
who is aged between 70 and 79 years of age and have never 
received a shingles vaccine, for individuals who reach the 
age of 65 or 70 years of age during the period 01/09/23 and 
31/08/28 (these individuals should be vaccinated on or after 

(but not before) their 65th or 70th birthday), individuals 
who are aged 50 years and above and meet the definition 
of severe immunosuppression and for those who are aged 
between 18 and 49 years and receiving a stem cell transplant. 
Please note, when booking your second (booster) shingles 
vaccination, that this cannot be administered any sooner 
(even by one day) than six calendar months after the first 
vaccination was given.

Adult Flu Clinics – Support Your Surgery and Book With Us

Over 65s Clinic 
(eligible if you are turning 65 on or before 31/03/26)
Saturday 11 October at the Willingham Medical Practice
Saturday 18 October at the Longstanton Surgery
Under 65s
If you are eligible (aged between 18 – 64 and have certain health 
conditions, are pregnant, live in a care home, are a main carer or 
live with someone who has a weakened immune system) please 
contact our reception team to book.

Patient Participation Group (PPG) Meetings 

The PPG brings together patients, GPs and staff from the GP 
practice. They meet to discuss issues relating to their surgery 
and the services provided to patients. This allows GPs and staff 
to work with patients to plan services which best meet the 
needs of the people who use those services. All our patients are 
welcome.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 12 November, 
7 – 9 pm at the Willingham Medical Practice.

Carers’ Meetings
If you are a carer for someone and need advice and financial 
or emotional support, please come along to our carers’ support 
meeting on Wednesday 1 October, at the Wilford Furlong 
Centre in Willingham, where we will be holding a drop-in session 
between 2 and 4 pm. Please come along and get some support 
from other people in the local community. Refreshments are 
provided, there’s no need to pre-book and it’s completely FREE! 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month and 
for more information please contact susan.lawson7@nhs.net.

Willingham Medical Practice

WILLINGHAM SURGERY
NEW OPENING HOURS

Monday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 30 – 6 00
Tuesday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00
Wednesday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00
Thursday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00
Friday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00
Closed on Bank Holidays

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 30 – 6 00
Tuesday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 7 00
Wednesday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00
Thursday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00
Friday	 8 30 – 1 00	 2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES
Willingham 01954 260230  Longstanton 01954 207600  Dispensary 01954 207602

Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.net
Community (District) Nurses: 0330 726 0077       Health Visitors:  0300 029 5050

A&E  IS NOT AN ALTERNATIVE TO A GP APPOINTMENT
WHEN THE SURGERY IS CLOSED PLEASE CALL 111 FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE, OR 999 FOR A 

LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY
FOR URGENT MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT, PLEASE CALL 111 AND SELECT OPTION 2
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Young Readers’ 
Corner

SUDOKU
Solution on page 16

1 4 7 8 6 9
9 2
2 1 7 4
6 2 1 9 5

3 6 7
8 2

6 3 4 7 8
8 2
1 7 9 3

Nature’s Names
Someone once said that swans look as though they’ve 
been reading their own fan mail. And they certainly do, 
with their air of Hey, look at me!

The word swan is one of the oldest names which are still 
in use in the bird kingdom, having stayed the same spelling 
since Anglo Saxon times, and before. It is highly likely that it 
originated from the Indo-European base word for ‘sound’, 
which was swen. The fact that the name is similar in many 
European languages – Swedish is svan, Dutch is zwaan, 
German is schwan – indicates that the name was well and 
truly established before the Indo-European language ‘tree’ 
split into Germanic, Scandinavian, Baltic, etc.

You may well wonder why the word for ‘sound’ was 
applied to our most common resident species, the mute 
swan. It doesn’t call in flight, unlike the visiting Berwick’s 
and whooper swans, but can make quite a racket when on 
the ground! 

Swans appear in books and poems in abundance. Their 
beauty and style suggest that they deserve their place in 
literature. But let us allow Spike Milligan to end this item, 
with his poem ‘Down the stream the swans all glide’ –

Down the stream the swans all glide;
It's quite the cheapest way to ride.
Their legs get wet,
Their tummies wetter:
I think after all
The bus is better.

John Lawrence

Willingham village has a celebration called The Feast in 
early October each year. 

Here are some questions for you and the family to check 
out the background to our Feasts –

1	 What are Feasts? Are they…
1.	 Special meals with lots of food, often for many 

people 
2.	 Limbs attached to your ankles
3.	 Managing to overcome really difficult challenges

2	 Can you guess what the Willingham Feast celebrations 
are all about?

1.	 The winner of the European cup
2.	 The end of the school holidays
3.	 The safe harvest of all the crops grown by the farmers 

and the villagers

3	 What are three of the main cops grown by farmers in 
Willingham?

1	 Winter Wheat
2	 Lemons
3	 Beans
4	 Parsnips
5	 Spring Barley.

Answers on page 16.
 

Other countries all over the world have harvest celebrations 
as well. Here are some of them –

•	 The Chinese have a Mid-Autumn Festival, centred 
around family gatherings, eating mooncakes, and 
appreciating the full moon.  

•	 Diwali is a special time for Hindus and other religions 
around the world when they celebrate the Festival of 
Lights, where families share sweets and festive meals, 
celebrating the triumph of light over darkness. 

•	 The South Koreans celebrate Chuseok which is a harvest 
festival held in Autumn and involves communal feasts, 
gathering with family, and sharing traditional foods like 
songpyeon (rice cakes). 

•	 In Nigeria the Igbo people celebrate the first harvest 
of the Yam crop with feasting, dancing and community 
celebrations. 

•	 The Makgolokwe-a-Mafhleng people of South Africa 
celebrate Mokete wa Mokopu, which is a feast held 
during the melon harvest season, a key time for food 
and community. 

•	 North African countries like Algeria, Morocco and 
Mauritania hold festivals on various dates to celebrate 
the harvesting of dates, olives and other crops.
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 
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opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 
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Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 
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broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
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being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
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have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
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alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 
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We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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Services – in Church (except where shown)

5 October	 11 00 am	 Harvest Festival Service

12 October	 11 00 am	 Morning Prayer

19 October	 11 00 am	 Café Church in the Octagon

26 October	 11 00 am	 Holy Communion

Memory Box Café

Our next Memory Box Café will be on Saturday 11 October, from 

10 am in the Octagon, with the usual mix of music, refreshments, 

laughter and fun. Everyone living with memory loss or other 

illness, accompanied by a carer, friend or family is welcome. See 

page 5 for further details.

Octagon Community Hub

The Octagon Community Hub is open every Monday morning 

from 10 am to 12 30 pm. Come and join us for great company 

and free tea, coffee, and biscuits. There are always magazines 

to read and borrow, jigsaw puzzles to do, board games and card 

games to play, colouring sheets to colour, wool to knit with or you 

can just chat to others in a comfortable, friendly environment. 

Everyone is welcome.

Prayers for Ukraine

We continue to keep an area set aside in Church for those who 

wish to spend some quiet reflective time to pray for Ukraine and 

its people during daytime Church opening hours. Also, every 

Thursday from 4 30 to 5 pm we offer a time to gather to pray for 

peace in Ukraine and the Middle East and for an end to conflict. 

Everyone is welcome.

Octagon Hall

The Octagon Hall is available for group and private bookings at 

a cost of £16 per hour. For further information and bookings, 

please contact Colin Smith at the administration office, Tuesday 

to Friday, 9 30 am to 12 noon, using the contact details shown 

below.

Contact Details

Clergy:

Rev Stephen Dove	 07944 014521 or stephen@5folds.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister:

Canon Jan Payne	 07780 674563 or  

jan.payne@northstowe.church

5folds Administration Office:

Colin Smith	 01954 203459 or admin@5folds.org.uk.

Minister: Rev Kwaku Efah

ACTIVITIES FOR OCTOBER

Sunday Morning Services – 10 am

Friendly contemporary services with songs, prayers and 

fellowship.

5 October 	 Morning service with communion

12 October	 Family service

19 October	 Morning service of the word

26 October	 Visiting preacher – Chris Webster

EVENTS

Wednesday Fellowship – Coffee Morning, 10 – 11 30 am

Every Wednesday, Open Door for coffee and chat. 

Men’s Breakfast – Saturday 18 October, 7 45 – 9 am 

Breakfast and chat. Talk by David Scott: Being Accountable.

Community Lunch Club – Thursday 9 and 23 October 

Book through Daphne on 07919 024857.

TOPS Baby and Toddler Group – Tuesdays at 9 45 am (term 

time only). Meet other families while the children play. For 

children up to the age of five. 

Contact Debbie Allen on 01954 261581. 

Nimble Fingers Craft Club – Mondays 2 – 4 pm 

Bring your crafts and join with others, learn a new skill or just 

chat. Contact Daphne on 07919 024857.

Women’s Bible Study group – Monday 29 October, 7 30 pm

For all events contact: secretary@willinghambaptist.org.

Catholic Parish of the Sacred 
Heart, St Ives

Details of services at St Ives at www.sacredheart-stives.org. 
Mass is also held at 6 pm on Saturdays in the Church at  
Bar Hill, next to the church at Hanover Close, CB23 8EH.

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia,  
see www.rcdea.org.uk.
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Willingham Gardening Club
On Monday 1 September, we welcomed back guest speaker 
Simon White with his talk Beautiful Bulbs. From crocuses 
to narcissi, galanthus (snowdrops) to tulips, Simon took 
us on a visual tour of some of the flowers to plant for a 
spectacular spring garden. It was also a great opportunity 
to get some top tips for autumn planting. 

Here are some to get you started: 

1.	 As a general rule, aim to plant bulbs 6 to 8 weeks before 
the first hard frost in your area.

2.	 Choose your location.

3.	 Prepare the ground, clearing any weeds and add any 
organic matter, such as compost and grit, to improve 
drainage and add nutrients to the soil.

4.	 Dig the holes using a spade or bulk planter, remembering 
to dig to the appropriate depth for the bulb you are 
planting.  

5.	 Plant bulbs with the pointed 'nose' (where the shoot 
emerges) at the top and the flat 'basal plate' at the 
bottom.

Our next meeting will be our annual Gardeners’ Question 
Time on Monday 6 October. Come prepared with your 
questions for our panel of experts!

The Gardening Club meets on the first Monday of the 
month at the Social Club, with refreshments from 7 pm. 
The meeting begins at 7 30 pm. There is an entrance fee of 
£4 for non-members.

New members are always welcome and can sign up 
for a membership now. If you are interested in joining or 
learning about the benefits of membership, please email: 
willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com. Information can 
also be found on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
WillinghamGardeningClub. 

Spring bulb planting in Willingham:  WAG and Willingham 
Gardening Club invite you to join us to plant bulbs on The 
Green on Sunday 12 October and in Wilford Furlong on 
Sunday 19 October. 

Willingham Social Club
Our Beer Festival does it again!

The Social Club hosted the Annual Village Beer Festival 
on 18 – 19 July. This year’s event was dedicated to one of 
main organisers of the Beer Festival, Steve Smith, who is 
sadly no longer with us. It was another great success for 
the club (over 350 people attended) with 14 varieties of 
beer and cider (many of which were from local breweries), 
great food and live music. Thank you to everyone who 
supported it – we had new members sign up, lots of happy 
customers and all of the unused beer token value has gone 
to support Blood Cancer UK, along with a top-up by the 
club. 

Graham Buxton kicked things off with live music on the 
Friday, with great food in the guise of burgers, hot dogs 
from A Waller & Sons Butchers in Cambridge, along with 
chilli nachos. It was a busy night enjoyed by many, who 
took advantage of the Friday evening sun. Beer, cider and 
Pimm’s were flowing, along with nine varieties of gin. 

Saturday was another busy day with the kitchen serving 
hot pork and stuffing rolls and chilli nachos. The Peg Leg 
Pub Band then took to the stage, entertaining the crowd 
and keeping the dance floor full. 

We would like to say a massive thank you to Thompson 
Taraz Rand Accountants, who were our headline sponsors, 
and Calibre Roofing who sponsored our gin, Pimm’s and 
prosecco bar. Also, a huge thank you to all our barrel 
sponsors – sponsorship really helps us run a good event 
for the community and we really couldn’t do it without 
the support. 

Thank you to the bar staff keeping glasses full and the 
atmosphere going. A special thanks for all the committee 
members and volunteers we helped us set up and run 
the bars on the night. We really couldn’t make this event 
happen without our voluntary committee and members of 
our community pulling together.

There have also been other charity nights since the Beer 
Festival. On 31 August the club held an Open Poker Evening, 
hosted by the Oakington Poker Society and Cambridge Pub 
Poker, which helped raise money for Cancer Research.

On Saturday 20 September we hosted a MacMillan 
Coffee Morning with all profit going to this wonderful 
organisation.

Jam Club resumed their monthly sessions on Friday 
5 September. This is a free night and open to all musicians 
and singers of varying abilities. Sessions take place on the 
first Friday of each month, so do come along and participate 
or just listen to some great individual performances.

We have a wide variety of comedy and tribute nights 
this Autumn/Winter, along with free music nights, please 
check our Facebook page for further details.  

If you are not a member of the Social Club and are 
interested in joining, pop in to get a membership form 
or message us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
willinghamsocialclub.

Tony Clews

Mystery Photo
How did you get on with last month’s Mystery Photo? 
We know some people struggled, so we can blame our 
mischievous photographer. It was the Long Lane name 
plate at the Church Street end. 

Here’s this month’s Mystery Photo. Again, it’s been 
tweaked somewhat. Good luck!
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Thought for the Month
This summer, we travelled to New York to attend a family 
wedding. Naturally, we were excited – not only for the 
celebration but also for the chance to explore New York 
City. The children were thrilled at the prospect of seeing 
in real life the landmarks they had only encountered 
through screens – on TV, online, or in movies.

But alongside the excitement came a sense of unease. 
With shifting U.S. immigration policies and increased 
scrutiny of travellers, especially Muslims, even routine 
travel required extra preparation. Stories of valid visa 
holders being denied entry or detained prompted advice 
from friends and family: clear your social media, avoid 
certain apps, or leave devices behind altogether.

Thankfully, our experience at JFK was smooth – no extra 
screening, no questioning, no discomfort. It felt like a 
normal immigration process, and our faith or background 
didn’t draw any special attention.

Still, I couldn’t help but reflect on what it must be 
like to live in the U.S. as a Muslim. The media coverage 
of Muslims in America often seems to me to be more 
negative than that of other religious or ethnic groups.

Yet, conversations with our family members painted a 
different picture. They spoke of feeling fully integrated 
into their communities and as American as anyone else. 
In New York, where the Muslim population is close to 
one million, it’s common to have three or four mosques 
within a 10-minute drive. These mosques serve diverse 
congregations: Americans with roots in dozens of 
countries, united in faith and community.

Compared to the UK, where Muslims face their own 
challenges, the U.S. experience seems more fraught with 
travel-related anxiety. For now, still, I returned home with 
a deeper awareness of how current policies have turned 
what was once a routine journey into one that demands 
courage, preparation, and reflection.

In the end, the trip was deeply rewarding. New York’s 
energy, diversity, along with catching up with family and 
attending the wedding – which stretched over several 
days – offered a rich and affirming experience.

Kashif Sheikh 
Willingham Muslims

Looking Ahead to Christmas!
You might not want to be thinking of Christmas just yet 
but, once again, the December issue of Willingham News 
will include the Christmas Greetings page and we have to 
plan ahead. If you would like to save yourselves some time 
and effort, why not send in your greetings to us and we 
will publish them in a small box for you. No need then to 
rush around the village posting cards and wondering if you 
have forgotten anyone! You will need to get your greetings 
to us by 4 November. Send them as an attachment to our 
email address willinghamnews@gmail.com or leave them 
at the library. It only costs £10 and all of this will go to East 
Anglian Children’s Hospice. Make your cheques payable to 
East Anglian Children’s Hospice and either leave these at 
the library or post through 54 High Street.

Poetry Corner

Autumn

The equinoctial gales have blown away
The last remaining shreds of summer,
And Autumn, this year a late comer,
Steps up to take her place on the year’s stage;
Curating entertainments which include
Harvest Festivals, Halloween and Bonfire Night, 
Backed up by hips and haws and blackberries,
Stubble and early dusks.
But all too soon the time arrives
When she must fight off Winter’s tentative intrusions.
Christmas appears in embryo
In shops and streets and malls;
Flyers come daily through the door
For cards which feature robins, holly, snowmen
And the Corpus Christi Clock.
Poor Autumn does her best to stem the flow 
But she is running out of time;
Why, even the village drama group 
Is now rehearsing its annual pantomime.

A Kirkman



16	 WILLINGHAM NEWS October 2025

Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0345 0455225
Opening hours:

Tuesday: 10 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5 pm
Thursday: 4 – 7 pm 

Friday: 10 am – 1 pm
Saturday: 10 am – 1 pm

Your Online Account
Log in to your account at www.cambridgeshire/gov.uk/
library, using your library card number and PIN to see your 
loans, renew items, search the catalogue, and reserve 
items. You can also access our online services with a wide 
range of eBooks, eAudio books, eComics and eMagazines 
– all free of charge. If you’re not a library member yet, it’s 
easy to join online or in person at any library.

NOTE – The Library Service has a NEW and UPDATED 
SPYDUS APP.  It has new features to help you manage 
multiple library accounts and search the catalogue. The 
existing app ceased to work in August 2025. Please see 
poster in the library window for the new app or ask inside.

Engage in the Afternoon  
Wednesday 1 October, 2 – 3 30 pm

Sorry, no information for this event is available at present. 
Please see the poster in the library window or ask inside 
closer to the date. Or you can check www.library.live/
whats-on where updates are regularly posted re events in 
all libraries. 

Digital Buddy Drop-in Session   
Tuesday 14 October, 10 30 am – 12 noon

Struggling to access the web? Need help with an online 
application? Drop into our library on the second Tuesday 
of the month to get assistance from our digital buddy for 
free.

After School Lego Session, 2nd Thursday of the month, 
term time only. Thursday 9 October, 4 – 5 pm  
Children four and over please, with an accompanying 
adult.

Family Lego Club 
Saturdays 11 and 25 October,  10 15 – 11 45 am

If you love Lego, then come to the library on the second 
and fourth Saturday of the month, term time only, 
and enjoy some time building with Duplo or Lego. This 
activity is suitable for children aged four and over with an 
accompanying adult.

Meet Roxy, a Pets as Therapy Dog 
Tuesday 21 October, 2 – 3 pm

Come along and enjoy some time in the company of the 
gorgeous Roxy, a Pets as Therapy dog and her friendly 
owner. This is a drop-in session. A big thank you to all who 
have visited and supported these sessions, Roxy looks 
forward to seeing you again!

Family History Session  
Friday 3 October, 10 30 am – 12 noon

The library computers will be available for research on 
Ancestry, Find My Past (access to these are free of charge 
at the library) as well as other genealogy sites. A volunteer 
will be available to offer advice if needed. If you would like 
to know more contact us on the above email address.

Second-Hand Book Sale  
Saturday 4 October, 10 30 am – 12 noon

We have a good variety of second-hand books for sale. 
Fantastic value at 50p each or three for £1. Start stocking 
up for the autumn or even get a few early Christmas gifts!

Games and Social Afternoon  
Wednesday 8 October, 2 – 4 pm

Come and join us for a relaxing game of Scrabble or one 
of the other games we have at the library. Maybe bring a 
favourite game from home to share. Or you’re welcome to 
just sit, chat and enjoy some company and refreshments.

Knit and Natter  
Wednesday 15 October, 2 – 4 pm 

Join us for an informal and friendly get together at the library 
bringing your knitting or any other type of needlework or 
handicraft. We’ll be sitting and chatting while working on 
our pieces and perhaps giving help and advice to others.  
Refreshments available, donations welcome.

Cambridgeshire Libraries 

Sign up for the Library Service’s monthly email newsletter 
to find out the latest about what’s going on in your local 
libraries. www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-
leisure-culture/libraries/news-and-events/library-news.
   The website also has Recommended Reading Lists and 
up-to-date news.

Friends of Willingham Library Events
Contact willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com  

for further information.
On Friday 17 October at 7 30 pm we have a very 
special event planned. Join us at the Social Club for an 
entertaining evening with Richard Reynolds, co-founder 
of The Bodies in the Bookshop in Cambridge. He will 
present My Life in Crime (Fiction). This is a FREE event, 
with wine or soft drink on arrival and a cold finger buffet 
for all. The bar will also be open.  

Please book your places by Friday 3 October by 
contacting the above email address or by leaving your 
details with Jacob in the library.

1 4 3 5 7 8 2 6 9
9 7 8 2 4 6 5 3 1
5 2 6 9 1 3 8 7 4
7 6 2 1 8 9 4 5 3
8 5 1 4 3 2 6 9 7
4 3 9 6 5 7 1 8 2
6 9 5 3 2 4 7 1 8
3 8 4 7 6 1 9 2 5
2 1 7 8 9 5 3 4 6

Sudoku Answer Young Readers’ Quiz 
Answers
1.Special Meals  
2. Safe Harvest   
3. Winter Wheat, Beans, 
Spring Barley
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.WillinghamParishCouncil.gov.uk 

D Law               Parish Council Chairman                     cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      01954 202188 

N Harris           Planning Committee Chairman         cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  07792 611226 

P King               Parish Council Vice Chair                    cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                   01954 260780 

L King               Leisure & Amenities – Lead Cllr        cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                    01954 260780 

R Manning      Greens & Boundaries – Lead Cllr      cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk             01954 261235 

B Mansfield    Cemetery – Lead Cllr                           cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk           01954 261540 

R Tassell           Halls – Lead Cllr                                    cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                 07974 673836
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B Todd	 Planning Chair	 cllr.todd@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk	 07956 993603
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Parish Council Update

As summer draws to a close, we want to take the opportunity 
to update you on a number of issues and developments in and 
around the village. Some are matters of real concern that we 
need everyone’s help with, while others are positive stories that 
remind us of the strength of our community spirit.

Fly-tipping and Bamboo

We have recently been made aware of a disappointing instance 
of fly-tipping at the end of Priest Lane. Among the items dumped 
was a large quantity of bamboo, which appears to have been cut 
with a chainsaw and discarded carelessly. This is troubling for 
two reasons. First, bamboo is not native to our wild environment 
and can spread extremely quickly, causing long-term damage to 
the natural balance of our hedgerows and verges. It does not 
belong in our countryside, and once established, it can be very 
difficult to control. Second, it is possible that a resident paid a 
tradesperson in good faith to remove this waste, not realising it 
would be illegally dumped rather than taken to a licensed facility.

We cannot stress enough how important it is to check that 
anyone you hire to dispose of rubbish is properly registered and 
that you ask where the waste will end up. A few extra minutes 
of diligence can help protect our village, reduce the eyesore 
of illegal dumping, and save you from potentially being held 
responsible if your waste is traced back to you. If you notice 
suspicious dumping, please report it promptly so that it can be 
dealt with quickly. Together, we can keep our lanes, hedgerows, 
and gateways free of this blight.

Anti-Social Behaviour

Another issue that has caused real concern over recent weeks is 
a rise in anti-social behaviour. Residents have reported groups 
of young people kicking and banging on front doors, as well as 
vandalism at the Pavilion on the Recreation Ground. We are 
saddened to say this has included graffiti, a broken bike shelter, 
and a smashed pavilion window. These acts cause both financial 
costs to the community and unnecessary upset to those directly 
affected.

Even more worrying, CCTV footage shows a group with a 
slingshot, appearing to target birds. This is cruel and deeply 
distressing. It is unacceptable to damage property, but it is 
especially concerning when the welfare of wildlife is put at risk. 
We have reported these incidents to the police and requested 
additional patrols in the area. We will continue to work closely 
with local authorities, but we also ask for your support: please 
remain vigilant, report concerns swiftly and talk to young people 
in your families about the serious impact of such actions. Small 
choices can have big consequences, and it is important that we 
all play our part in fostering respect for our shared spaces.

B1050 – Shelford Road Safety Concerns

We have also been discussing at length the state of the 
B1050 Shelford Road by the river. Conditions have worsened 
significantly and over the past year several accidents have been 
reported. This is no longer a matter of inconvenience; it is now a 
clear danger. We are unanimous in our view that this is an urgent 
safety hazard and cannot be allowed to deteriorate further.

The council has therefore agreed to write formally to the 
county council, the local highways authority, and our Member 
of Parliament to press for immediate action. While we recognise 
that repairs will take time and investment, we believe this issue 
requires a clear and committed response without delay. It is only 
a matter of time before a more serious accident occurs, and we 
do not want to look back and feel that we could have done more 
to draw as much attention as possible about this issue to the 
relevant authorities.

Community Orchard Success

On a brighter note, we are delighted to share that it has been 
a bumper year for fruit at the community orchard. The trees 
have flourished, and many of you have been able to enjoy the 
harvest. From apples and pears to delicious plums, the variety 
and abundance this year has been something special.

The orchard is a space we can all take pride in – a reminder 
of what can be achieved when we come together to create 
something lasting and positive for the whole village. We would 
like to thank everyone who has helped with its care. These 
contributions make a real difference. We encourage more 
residents to visit, enjoy the fruit, and use the orchard as a place 
to meet, walk, and relax. It is a living symbol of our community 
spirit and something that will continue to benefit us all for years 
to come.

Contact Details
Councillors’ details can be found on the website but below are 
the details for the Chair, Vice Chair and Lead Councillors. 

Meetings
Meetings are generally held on the first Wednesday of the month, 
starting at 7 30 pm in the Octagon. Agendas are published on the 
website and the noticeboard outside the Public Hall. Members 
of the public are welcome to attend and can speak briefly or ask 
questions. (See agendas for further details.)

Council Office Details
Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham CB24 5LP 
Tel 01954 261027
email:  clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10 am – 1 pm (closed bank 
holidays).

Clerk: Mandy Powell
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224

Willingham News Jan 2021.qxp_Willingham News  14/12/2020  10:53  Page 17

4 WILLINGHAM NEWS February 2021

M
A

R
K

 B
IR

D
 

EL
EC

TR
IC

A
L 

SE
RV

IC
ES

Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton

 

Willingham News Feb 2021.qxp_Willingham News  14/01/2021  15:29  Page 4

2 WILLINGHAM NEWS January 2021

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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Hockey Club In Northstowe
Huntingdon and Northstowe Hockey Club are excited to 
be back on the astro at Northstowe Secondary College for 
the 2025 – 2026 season. Pre-season training started on 20 
August, and we were treated to a lovely sunset – we are 
more used to training under floodlights once the darker 
evenings draw in. Ahead of our Saturday matches starting, 
we enjoyed volunteering at Bug Hunter Waters Parkrun 
and meeting residents at the Northstowe Running Festival.

We have welcomed new players to our first few training 
sessions of the year and there is still the opportunity for 
members to join us throughout the season. Whether 
you have never played before and fancy giving hockey 
a try, or you played in school and haven't picked up 
a stick since, please get in touch by emailing hello@
huntingdonandnorthstowehockeyclub.com. Perhaps your 
daughter plays at school and wants more opportunities 
to practice her hockey skills. In fact, we have quite a few 
mothers and daughters in the club! Training is on Tuesdays 
from 7 – 8 30 pm and the club is open to women and girls 
aged 12+. 

We play our home league matches (East Hockey Division 
4NW) on the astro at Northstowe Secondary College. 
Below are the dates for the first half of the season.                               
•	 Saturday 27 September v Long Sutton 2
•	 Saturday 11 October v Bourne Deeping 2
•	 Saturday 25 October v Cambridge City 7
•	 Saturday 15 November v Cambridge Nomads 2
•	 Saturday 29 November v Cambridge South 5
•	 Saturday 6 December v Pelicans 2 

Push back is at 10 30 am and we would love to have 
supporters there to cheer us on. Please do come along and 
support your local hockey team!

Rosalyn Hart

Night Sky
Night Sky over our village is back! At this time of year, skies 
get darker, and objects are easier to spot. We have tended 
to cover those visible with the naked eye and, in the past, 
have concentrated on the Moon and the planets – all basic 
stuff, but this time let’s look at a group of stars bright 
enough to be seen with the naked eye: it’s The Pleiades 
(pronounced Ply-a-dees).

This star cluster is an interesting spectacle in the autumn 
and winter sky. It is also known as The Seven Sisters, as the 
seven brightest of this star cluster are commonly visible 
between October and April. Having said that, only six of 
the ‘sisters’ can often be picked out – one of the seven 
is frequently quite shy, fluctuating in brightness. They all 
appear blue, due to their high temperature and immense 
energy, with a surrounding ethereal glow of an interstellar 
dust cloud which the cluster is ploughing through.

And yet, the visible seven are merely part of the 1000 
plus stars in the cluster — all are about 440 light years 
away from us; they are only youngsters (100 million years 
old) on the grand scale of the universe. You could use a 
stargazing app to pinpoint the cluster. Early in the month, 
for instance, despite the Full Moon of 6 and 7 October, it 
can be seen rising in our eastern sky. By the 20 October, 
with a New Moon, the sky will be darker, while The 
Pleiades will be even more visible. Binoculars and a steady 
hand, away from the streetlights in our village, will reveal 
much more of the cluster – it’s a delightful sight!

If you’re after a pointer, you may be familiar with the 
three stars of Orion — follow the line of that ‘belt’ 
upwards, past a bright reddish star (Aldebaran) and there’s 
The Seven Sisters! The Sisters feature in stories and myths 
way back to the Bronze Age, and they appear frequently in 
folklore around the world. There are even supposed links 
to the origins of our modern-day Halloween.

Happy star cluster gazing!

Luke Skywatcher

Fen Edge Twinning Association
Appeal for new members

Our friends in Avrille (a small town in the Loire Valley, 
France) are always keen to host visitors from the Fen Edge 
Villages. They love to show off their historic sites, their 
beauty spots and their culinary expertise and they cater 
for special interest groups (singers, walkers, sporty types 
etc.) with enthusiasm. This year they played  host to a 
coach-load of youth footballers, laying on a tournament 
in their honour.

Despite BREXIT and COVID, which both made our 
exchange visits more difficult, enthusiasm for Twinning 
seems to be getting stronger in Avrille. Unfortunately, this 
is not happening over here.

Clearly the association has not been spreading the good 
news as effectively as it should, and it needs new members 
to both join in the fun and to help spread the news.

If you think you might be able to help, please contact 
fenedgetwinning@gmail.com or come along to our Quiz 
Night on 3 October at 7 pm in Cottenham Village Hall and 
meet the team. 

Pauline and Tony Woodward
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BUILDING INSPIRING SPACES 

We are a local family business that revels in 
transforming your project dreams into a reality 

with our professionalism, honesty and 
creativity! 

Whether you want to renovate your home, 
build an extension, or create something new, 
we can handle it for you from start to finish! 

Extensions – Refurbishments – Conversions – Kitchens – Flooring – 
Electrical work – Bespoke furniture - AND SO MUCH MORE! 

 07989 341724         01954 202267 
www.ajcarpentry.co.uk 
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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WHAT'S ON

DATE	 EVENT	 ORGANISATION	 VENUE	 EXTRA INFO

October	 Feast Events			   See p7

Wed 1 Oct	 Engage in the Afternoon	 Library	 Library	 2 – 3 30 pm, see p16

Wed 1 Oct	 Carers’ Support Meeting	 Surgery	 Wilford Furlong  
			   Centre	 2 – 4 pm, see p10

Wed 1 Oct	 Parish Council Meeting	 Parish Council	 Octagon	 7 30 pm, see p17

Fri 3 Oct	 Family History Session	 Friends of Willingham Library  
		  (FOWL)	 Library	 10 30 am – 12 noon, see p16

Fri 3 Oct	 Jam Club	 Jam Club	 Social Club	 7 30 – 10 30 pm

Fri 3 Oct	 Quiz Night	 Fen Edge Twinning Association 	 Cottenham Village 
			   Hall	 7 pm, see p19

Sat 4 Oct	 Willingham News Deadline	 Willingham News		  See p3, articles to be sent to: 
				    willinghamnews@gmail.com

Sat 4 Oct	 Second-hand Book Sale	 Friends of Willingham Library  
		  (FOWL)	 Library	 10 30 am – 12 noon, see p16

Sun 5 Oct	 Golden Era Jazzband	 Jazz Club	 Social Club	 12 30 – 3 30 pm 
				    Rosie-Val 01954 789670

Mon 6 Oct	 Gardeners’ Question Time	 Gardening Club	 Social Club	 Doors open 7 pm, see p13

Mon 6 Oct	 Once Upon a Time — Box Office 		  Over Community	 Performances on 9 to 13 Dec.  
	 Opens 	 Over Players 	 Centre	 Book: 01954 232985

Tues 7 Oct	 AGM	 Friends of Willingham Church 	 Octagon	 7 30 pm, see p9

Wed 8 Oct	 Games & Social Afternoon	 Friends of Willingham Library  
		  (FOWL)	 Library	 2 – 4 pm, see p16

Thu 9 Oct	 Community Lunch Club	 Baptist Church	 Baptist Church	 see p12

Thu 9 Oct	 After School Lego Session	 Library	 Library	 4 – 5pm, see p16

Sat 11 Oct	 Memory Box Café	 Parish Church	 Octagon	 10 am – 12 noon, see p5

Sat 11 Oct	 Gift Day	 Parish Church	 Parish Church 	 10 am – 2 pm, see p6

Sat 11 Oct	 Family Lego Club	 Library	 Library	 10 15 – 11 45 am, see p16

Mon 13 Oct	 Talk: Literary Tour of Cambridge  
	 – Part 2	 Women’s Institute	 Social Club	 7 30 pm, see p6

Tue 14 Oct	 Digital Buddy Drop-in Session	 Library	 Library	 10 30 am – 12 noon, see p16

Wed 15 Oct	 Knit & Natter Afternoon	 Friends of Willingham Library  
		  (FOWL)	 Library	 2 – 4 pm, see p16

Fri 17 Oct	 My Life in Crime (Fiction)	 Friends of Willingham Library  
		  (FOWL)	 Social Club	 7 30 pm, see p16

Sat 18 Oct	 Talk: Being Accountable 
	 by David Scott	 Men’s Breakfast	 Baptist Church	 7 45 am, see p12

Mon 20 Oct	 Assignment: October Fest	 Photo Club	 Baptist Church	 8 – 10 pm, see p15

Tue 21 Oct	 Meet Roxy, a Pets as Therapy  
	 Dog	 Library	 Library	 2 – 3 pm, see p16

Thu 23 Oct	 Community Lunch Club	 Baptist Church	 Baptist Church	 see p12

Sat 25 Oct	 Family Lego Club	 Library	 Library	 10 15 – 11 45 am, see p16

Mon 27 Oct	 Talk: The Castle in Rampton…	 History Group	 Social Club	 7 30 pm, see p9
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com
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J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton

 

Willingham News Feb 2021.qxp_Willingham News  14/01/2021  15:29  Page 4

      
Whistling Hammer 
Painting, Decorating               
& Garden Services 
based in Willingham  
 
High quality work at competitive rates 
 
Find us on Instagram or Facebook 
www.whistlinghammer.co.uk 
 
Contact Tim on 07779 225019 
 

 

 
  
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Council and	 Parish Council		  01954 261027
Community	 County Councillor	 Yasmin Deter	 yasmin.deter@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
	 District Councillor	 Bill Handley   	  01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk
	 District Councillor	 Dan Lentell     	 01954 713000 / cllr.lentell@scambs.gov.uk
	 Willingham Community Planning Group		  07506 385554 / communityplanning@willinghamlife.org
Services	 Surgery 		  01954 260230	
	 Dispensary for repeat prescription requests	 Weekdays 10 am – 12 noon and 3 – 4 pm	 01954 207602
	 Library		  0345 045 5225
	 Pharmacy		  01954 261787
	 Community Warden 	 Joanne Twinn	 joanne.twinn@ageukcap.org.uk / 07812 496002 
	 Patient Participation Group 	 Chris Thornhill 	 07721 029494 / crthornhill@gmail.com
Schools	 Primary School	 Mona Paalanen	 01954 283030
	 Willingham Out Of School Club (3–6 pm only)	 M Lenk	 01954 283033
	 School Governors Chairperson	 Chris Shaw 	 chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk
	 School Association	 c/o school	 01954 283030
	 British School Trust	 Ray Croucher	 willinghambritishschooltrust@gmail.com / 07881 521041
Children	 Beavers, Cubs and Scouts	 Tim Mead	 tim.mead@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
	 Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only)	 Kate Van Dort	 01954 201567
	 Koala Kidz, Children's Day Nursery	 Edith Jeffrey	 01954 260046
	 Brownies, Guides and Rangers	 Lynn McGoff 	 willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk 
	 TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group)	 Debbie Allen	 01954 261581
	 Little Rainbows Baby & Toddler Group	 Tiko Pending	 tmwale31@gmail.com 
Halls	 Ploughman Hall Bookings	 Through Parish Council	 01954 261027
	 Wilford Furlong Centre		  01954 261445
	 The Octagon		  admin@5folds.org.uk
	 Baptist Bookings and Rentals	 Jenny Ambrose	  secretary@willinghambaptist.org
	 Willingham Social Club Bookings	 Lynne Sadler	  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
	 Willingham Youth Centre Bookings	 Through Parish Council	 01954 261027
Local	 Allotments 		  Clerk@willinghamcombinedcharity.org.uk
Representatives	 Billavincea Lodge 8719	 David Plummer	 01480 492912
	 Fen Edge Community Association	 Eileen Wilson	 chair@fenedge.co.uk
	 Over & District Royal British Legion	 Jane Matthews	 07983 630265 / overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com
	 OWLS Community Car Scheme	 Lorraine Hunt	 07505 254363
	 Willingham Action Group (WAG)	 Paul Knighton	 07787 530394
	 Willingham Combined Charities	 Lynn McGoff 	 clerk@willinghamcombinedcharity.org.uk
	 Willingham Bee Group	 Corrin Hoyes	 07903 937718 
	 For information about swarm collection please see the information here: Swarm Collection – Cambridgeshire Beekeepers' 
	 Association
Clubs	 Friends of Willingham Church	 Rosemary Tiley	 friendsofwillinghamchurch@gmail.com
	 Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL) 		  willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
	 Willingham Carpet Bowls Club	 David Young	 01954 200561 / orchardist44@ntlworld.com
	 Willingham Gardening Club		  willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com
	 Willingham Men's Breakfast	 Pete Sacré	 01954 261655/whammensbrek@gmail.com
	 Willingham Social Club	 Lynne Sadler	  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
	 Willingham Jam Club	 Julian Eales 	 01954 201818
	 Willingham Photo Club	 Derek Law	 derek@ballandia.co.uk
	 Willingham Running Club	 Monica Garcia	 gcompass.monica@gmail.com
	 Willingham Writers	 Keira Garner, Jo Pilsworth	  07539 292540 (Jo)
	 Willingham Youth Club	 Jack Stinton 	 enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
	 Women’s Institute	 Vicky Baggaley	 01954 201405
Sport	 Angling	 Colin Dodd 	 07773 719330
	 Badminton	 Emma Byrom	 01954 202481
	 Bowls Club	 Mark Chapman	 mark.chapmanwbc@gmail.com
	 Cricket Club	 R Ambrose	 01954 610113
	 Cycling Club	 Nigel Leaney	 nigel.leaney@outlook.com / 07979 518200
	 Willingham Diamonds Netball Club	 Emma Byrom	 01954 202481
	 Willingham Sports Pavilion	 Through Parish Council 	 01954 261027
	 Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football)	 Jamie Smith (Sec)	  01954 261141
Churches	 Baptist Church	 Jenny Ambrose 	 secretary@willinghambaptist.org
	 Roman Catholic Priest	 Rev. Trinidade Monteiro	 Trinidade.Monteiro@rcdea.org.uk / 01480 462192
	 Parish Church	 Rev Stephen Dove	 07944 014521/stephen@5folds.org.uk

VILLAGE DIRECTORY
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Call for a brochure  or to speak to one 
of our specialists 01954 261431

or visit our website  
vintagetravel.co.uk

HANDPICKEDHANDPICKED

VILLAS WITH POOLSVILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas & 
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas 

of traditional local culture.

GREECE • SPAIN • LANZAROTE • BALEARICS • PORTUGAL  
TURKEY • FRANCE • ITALY • CROATIA • CYPRUS V5643

2787

Your Local Travel Company

Vintage-Travel_137x90_10-20.indd   1Vintage-Travel_137x90_10-20.indd   1 06/10/2020   16:34:5706/10/2020   16:34:57

At Thompson Taraz Rand we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

•  Accounts Preparation

•  Self Assessment

•  Taxation Advice

•  Business Start-ups

•  Business Planning

•  Payroll Services

•  Online Accounting

Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

01954 263000 
info@thompsontarazrand.co.uk
www.thompsontarazrand.co.uk

Unit 1 Hazlewell Court,
 Bar Road, Lolworth, CB23 8DS

Chartered Accountants    Bus iness  Adv isers

Thompson Taraz Rand


