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YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.
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investors can lose money investing.   
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The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
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Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance
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Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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Bin Collections – Fridays

6 October Blue and Green

13 October  Black

20 October Blue and Green

27 October  Black
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PLEASE NOTE:

Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present 
are now available on the Willingham Life website run by WAG:
www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham-magazine back -issues

Advertising
Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues 
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to: 
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your emails Adverts.

The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention that 
you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you all very 
much.

To contact local police, phone 101 or email: 
SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News Ltd 
and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to ensure the 
accuracy of the content of the submissions, but this cannot 
be guaranteed. We reserve the right to edit or omit articles 
at our discretion. The views expressed in readers’ letters 
are not necessarily those of the editorial team. Send your 
contributions to willinghamnews@gmail.com as an email 
attachment of up to 250 words (no pdfs) to arrive before 
the monthly deadline. The Editorial Team comprises Liz 
Cosford, Jane Dowle, John Lawrence, Frances Watts, James 
Watts and Trevor Weston.

The deadline for your contributions is 8th of each 
month. Hard copy can be dropped off at the library.

If you have any changes to the Village Directory please send 
them to us at: willinghamnews@gmail.com
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Do you need business fi nance?
We’re based in Willingham, your local, independent specialist.

We fi nd the best deals for your business.

• Asset fi nance • Aviation • Card Processing savings 
• Cashfl ow • Commercial mortgages • Invoice fi nance 

• Marine • Property fi nance • Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years. Our clients tell us 
that we save them both time and money.

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us today on 
01223 848 844 or visit our website

www.smefunding.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970. Member of the National 
Association of Commercial Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s Offi ce 

(ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a number of fi nance 
providers based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission for such introductions.

SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.
Registered offi ce: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
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Old Willingham

Here is a lovely picture you may have seen before. Set 
around 1900 it shows an idyllic country scene with barn 
and well-trimmed thatched cottage. The woman carries a 
heavy wicker basket in her right hand while the man idles 
his time away leaning on the fence. 

However, this enclosure has a purpose. It is the Village 
Pound. Animals such as goats etc. were everywhere and 
sometimes they would get out and wander off. Stray 
animals would be rounded up and put in this pound. 
The pound keeper (perhaps leaning on the fence) would 
charge a fee to get the animal back. The location is just by 
the bridge over the Lode at the recreation ground – to this 
day called Pound Lane.

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com. If you have 
any stories or memories about this picture, please contact 
Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@oldwillingham.com.

Willingham  
Women’s  
Institute
Our next meeting is on Monday 9 October at 7 30 pm at 
the Social Club and the talk is Born in a Railway Carriage 
with Wendy Fletcher. 

Wendy’s autobiography, The Railway Carriage 
Child, describes her childhood, growing up in a pair 
of Great Eastern Railway carriages built in 1887. They 
were converted to living accommodation in the 1920s 
and are home to Wendy’s family to the present day. 
Set in the Cambridgeshire fens, this story not only 
gives a personal account of an unusual childhood but 
chronicles the social history of this ever changing part 
of England (synopsis from Amazon). It’s sure to be a 
really interesting evening.

Why not join us? Our friendly group is open to all 
women, young and old. As well as our meetings, all 
members receive a copy of the monthly WI News, 
the national magazine, and can also join outings and 
activities organised by the Cambridgeshire Federation.  

You will be warmly welcomed for a taster session 
free of charge. To find out more, please contact 
willinghamwi28@gmail.com.

Nature’s Names
The horse chestnut is often referred to as a conker tree, 
and in autumn it’s tempting to pick up the shiny brown 
nuts and imagine becoming world conker champion! But 
why is it called a horse chestnut? 

As ever, there are different theories about such word 
origins, but the first part of the word chestnut most likely 
came from the 14th century Middle English chesteine, 
which in turn came from the Greek word kastenéã, 
meaning nut from Castana. In the centuries between Greek 
and Middle English, the word morphed into Latin and Old 
French forms before producing the modern English form, 
nut being added later. 

Regarding horse, there are two notable possibilities — 
that the conkers were 
originally used to cure 
horse’s coughs, or 
that the scar left on 
the twig after leaf-fall 
is shaped like a horse 
shoe, complete with 
nail holes!

John Lawrence
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Willingham Youth Trust

Urgent News
Willingham Youth Trust is in urgent need of support and 

without new volunteers to help run both the administrative 

side of the charity and our weekly Youth Club, the charity 

will be forced to dissolve by 31 October. 

This will be an incredible loss for both Willingham and 

the young people of this village, especially considering the 

results of the recent village survey. As Chair of the Charity, 

I am reaching out to the community to ask for your help.

Our amazing team have worked tirelessly to bring the 

charity and weekly youth club back after the COVID-19 

pandemic, but there are not enough of us to sustain the 

charity long term. Without more support, the charity will 

have to dissolve and our funding will be passed over to the 

Parish Council. 

If You Would Like to Volunteer:

Willingham Youth Trust collaborates with the Connections 

Bus Project to run a weekly Youth Club during term time 

from 7 – 8 30 pm. As a volunteer, you will be asked to 

attend one or two sessions per term and will support the 

Connections team by preparing soft drinks, supervising 

indoor and outdoor activities, and chatting with the 

young people. You will need a DBS (Data Barring Service) 

certificate, but we can organise this for you. 

If You Would Like to Become a Board Member: 

Willingham Youth Trust is in desperate need of a new 

Secretary. As Secretary, you will be responsible for 

responding to emails, organising the hire of the space, 

helping to maintain social media pages and arranging the 

Youth Club volunteer schedule. This is a voluntary role, 

which should only take up a few hours every week. We are 

also looking for new Trustees to join the charity, to help 

us apply for grants so that we can run workshops for local 

young people, their parents and guardians outside of the 

other Youth Club activities. 

The more volunteers we have, the more we will be able 

to achieve as a charity, and the less work each individual 

volunteer will be required to do. Please do not leave this 

to someone else. Get in touch or share this message to 

help us spread the word! 

To contact us, email me at enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.

org or message us on Facebook or Instagram. 

Jack Stinton

Willingham History Group
WHiGs Event at Belsars Hill
at 12 noon on Sunday 29 October.

Stand where William the Conqueror Once Stood!  

It's the 952nd anniversary of William the Conqueror’s 
victory over the last Saxon stronghold in England, on the 
Isle of Eels.

It wasn't his first attempt to capture Hereward the Wake 
and to liberate Ely.  It had been a long struggle that cost 
William hundreds of men – and a witch! 

Most of this drama played out near Belsars Hill, just 
outside the village. Our meeting will be at the southern 
end of the Aldreth Causeway and its junction with Iram 
Drove. We look forward to seeing you there.

Next meeting of the WHiGs is at 7 30 pm –  
Monday 30 October in the Social Club

We aim to look into all types of history but anything local 
is of special interest. This month we have David Walker of 
www.newmarketbattlefieldtours.co.uk to talk to us. 

David enlisted in the Royal Air Force Regiment in 1978 
and was commissioned into the RAF Operations branch in 
1998. During his extensive RAF career, he saw operational 
service in the Falklands Islands, Northern Ireland and in 
both Gulf Wars.  He is a passionate genealogist, a student 
of military history and is a member of the International 
Guild of Battlefield Guides.

David is currently researching RAF Oakington (now 
Northstowe) and is looking forward to sharing some of the 
unique facts about the airfield that he has discovered.

£4 admission to cover the cost of the room.
For further details or queries please contact Steve Moore 

at whigsinquire@gmail.com.

David Walker
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Future healthcare arrangements concern all patients 
registered with Willingham Medical Practice and probably 
others within the catchment area. 

I express concern as Chair of (and on behalf of) our 
Patients Participation Group (PPG) in respect of local 
healthcare provision for the future, in view of substantial 
housing development locally,  particularly in Northstowe 
and Waterbeach. 

I have been taking part in the Cambridge Primary Care 
Patient Group (CPCPG). We had a meeting on 7 September 
and have a further meeting on 5 October, with among 
others, senior members of the Integrated Care Board 
(ICB), plus:

 – Heather Noble: Leading the integration of health and 
care in South Place, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.

 – Healthwatch: Julian Stanley, CEO and Karen Igho, 
Project Manager.

The purpose was to discuss and agree mechanisms for 
sustainably linking primary care patients in the Cambridge 
area to the integrated care system in order to enable 
patients to influence the development of new integrated 
care initiatives and to give South Care Partnership 
and Healthwatch access to patient representatives for 
consultation and co-production projects.

I am setting out below  an extract from the  Northstowe 
Community Forum presentation in July:

‘Residents are to continue to register with Willingham 
and Longstanton Medical Practice. Currently 2,750 patients 
from Northstowe are registered. There is the capacity to 
take a further 5,550 patients – workforce and operational 
hours to increase as necessary.’

This will bring the number of patients from Northstowe 
to over 8,000! 

I don't think many are aware of the current plans. 
New residents of Northstowe and existing surrounding 

residents may well have expected a new medical facility 
within the new town at an earlier stage.

A permanent medical facility is not foreseen in 
Northstowe until 2028. 

Apparently, the intention is to increase the Willingham 
Medical Practice patient base up to 17,000–18,000, 
almost double what it was a few years ago. Additionally, 
general NHS treatment delays have caused more people 
to return to local Medical Practitioners for extra care while 
awaiting treatment. Workload per patient therefore has 
also increased.

I’m not alone in having some reservations about our 
Medical Practices being able to cope and infrastructure, 
traffic, parking will also be affected.

Of course, PPG is ready to support, but, particularly 
following COVID-19, I'm asking the Willingham Medical 
Practice, the Integrated Care Board and the District Council 
to review and share their plans.

 Appointment lead time is already up to six weeks!
The Patient Participation Group has a meeting with 

Willingham Medical Practice on 3 October to discuss 
this, among other current matters, and a public meeting 
is booked in Northstowe Community Centre for 1 pm on  
19 October. 

We recognise this may not be convenient for all patients, 
but please try to attend or send a representative. 

There's also a Northstowe Community Forum meeting 
at the Community Centre at around 7 pm on 4 October. 
I encourage those interested to attend and we will be 
requesting a few minutes on the agenda. 

Chris Thornhill 
Chair WMP PPG

Note from the Editors
We wish to reiterate that the opinions expressed in this 
article are those of the contributor. Willingham Medical 
Practice has said that if a patient has an urgent problem 
they would try to speak to them or see them on the same 
day and that the current waiting time for routine matters 
is four weeks.

The Octagon Community Hub
The Octagon Community Hub welcomes you on  

Monday mornings in October from 10 am to 1 pm.

Come and join us for company and free tea, coffee  
and biscuits.

There are books and magazines to read and borrow, 
jigsaw puzzles to do, board games and card games to 

play, colouring sheets to colour, wool to knit with or you 
can just chat to others in a comfortable environment.

This is a free activity sponsored by Cambridgeshire Acre.

The Octagon is behind the Parish Church (just follow 
the path to the left of the Church entrance) and there is 

wheelchair access and no steps.

Everyone is welcome, so do drop in and find out more 
about The Octagon Community Hub and how it can 

support you.

We hope to see you there on Monday mornings.

Friends of Willingham Church

The Friends group has recently been set up to help 
maintain our village church building.

Our first project is to raise funds to save some of the 
stones that are beginning to crumble after 600 years.

Would you like to join the Friends of Willingham 
Church and help shape the work of the group?

To join us or to find out more, email 
Friendsofwillinghamchurch@gmail.com

We are also on Facebook:  
Friends of Willingham Church.

Willingham Medical Practice Patient Participation Group
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Willingham Feast 2023 – Amended Programme

We have some amendments to announce regarding the remainder of the Willingham Feast.

New Times 

A walk in the steps of the Nazi Spy and the Wizard of 
Willingham 

30 September

It's September 1940. The battle of France has just been 
lost and Britain stands alone as it faces invasion from 
Hitler's Nazi Germany. The British media is full of warnings 
and requests to keep alert for Nazi parachutists preparing 
for the invasion. The people of Willingham are about to 
be put to the test as a Nazi spy drifts to earth just outside 
the village.

Timing for walks led by Steve Moore of WHIGS INQUIRE: 
1 – 2 pm and 4 – 5 pm from The Water Pump on The 
Green, Church Street, Willingham – for bookings see Spy 
1pm www.fb.me/e/32tQeHQeB or  Spy 4pm www.fb.me/
e/6JAqVbLLA .

A New Event

Fen Shanty Folk

Monday 25 September 7 30 – 8 30 pm in the Social Club 
(Normal WHiGs event, last Monday of each month).
www.drive.google.com/drive/folders/ 
1uHQQv3gkoFuk0VxCjc4gNuhLEra3Ciwn?usp=drive_link

Fen Shanty Folk, a village Shanty group based in the 
former port of Fenstanton, are coming to Willingham with 
some historic and occasionally humorous Sea Shanties. 
Entry £4 to cover the cost of the room – www.fb.me/
e/6JAqVbLLA    

New Dates and Location

Photo Exhibition, Public Hall 

Saturday 7 October, 12 noon to 5 pm and  
Sunday 8 October, 10 am to 4  pm – see page 14.

TICKETS
At the time of writing there are tickets left for --

The Gujarati Tahli Evening – at the Ploughman Hall – 
Saturday, 30 September:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gujarati-thali-an-evening-of- 
indian-food-music-tickets-674104513747

An evening (as the Eventbrite address suggests) 
comprising great food with Bollywood style entertainment 
and a wet but reasonably priced bar. A Thali is a mixed 
plate offering a delicious selection of vegetarian dishes 
typical of the Gujarat region of India. There is also an 
add-on chicken option for big meaty appetites at an extra 
charge.

The Wine Quiz – Willingham Primary School –  
Friday, 6 October 

(You will always get at least one question right per round!!) 
with six glasses of wine and post-quiz dancing to live 
covers band Hoarse With No Name, 7 for 7 30 pm start, 
then dancing till 10 30 pm.
Tickets – www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=6172933638 
46975&set=a.537784045131241

Postscript

The Feast Tradition (with thanks to Steve Moore of 
WHIGS Inquire) 

Feast Sunday has traditionally been on the Sunday before 
11 October – ‘old’ Michaelmas Day, before the change 
in the calendar in the 18th century. This was the date 
when annual lettings and contracts of employment were 
renewed. Those who worked away from the village on 
farms in East Anglia or in shops and houses in Cambridge 
or other towns and cities came home for the weekend. 
It was a weekend of celebration and thanksgiving when 
people wore their best clothes and visited friends and 
neighbours before the start of another year.

For more details on all Feast events:
www.facebook.com/willinghamactiongroup  or   

www.facebook.com/willinghamsocialclub
By email WAG@willinghamlife.org – or message – 07787 

530394 and we will call back.

Willingham Action Group

FEAST EVENTS
A Quick Glance at the October 

Activities
Sunday 1 October  Harvest Festival and Soup  
 Lunch at the Church
 Litter Pick from the Green

Wednesday, Thursday 
& Friday 4 – 6 October Funfair on the Green

Friday 6 October Wine Quiz

Saturday 7 &  
Sunday 8 October Photography Exhibition

Saturday 14 October George Michael Tribute Act at 
 the Social Club

Saturday 28 October Soul & Motown Disco at the 
 Social Club
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  NEW
! 

Friends of the Rosie Maternity 
Hospital

We hope all our customers and supporters enjoyed their 
holidays and we wish you all continued good health for the 
rest of the year.

We are sharing our extensive catalogue on our 
RosieinStitches facebook page so you can grab yourself 
locally sourced, unique, beautifully crafted gifts for special 
friends and family.

By using our online store, you will be avoiding the 
crowded shops and keeping yourself safe. You can shop for 
new items at www.rosieinstitches.org.uk or donated items 
in our rosieinstitches2010 eBay charity store, and vintage 
knitting patterns on our facebook page. Please take a look 
at our extensive selection of jumpers and cardigans ideal 
to keep babies and children up to four years old toasty and 
warm through the winter using coupon ‘sleeves50’.

Thank you for supporting our charity at the recent village 
events. So far this year we have raised £2,000 to help the 
babies and parents at The Rosie Maternity Hospital.

We are stall 12 at the Virtual Shop Local – East Anglia 
Online Christmas Market  www.facebook.com/groups/77
8630486315024/?ref=share. The Christmas Market starts 
on 1 October and runs until Christmas Eve.

Our next in-person stalls will be at the Community 
Markets on 

7  October 10 30 am to 2 pm in Bar Hill
25 November 10 30 am to 5 pm in Bar Hill
17  December 11 am to 3 pm in Waterbeach 
Aurelia London is offering a complimentary Miracle 

Cleanser 50ml when you spend £40! Worth £22.  Click on 
the link on our website.

 A fundraising platform we are now using is Benevity –
www.benevity.com/products/giving-and-matching.

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time 
you shop online! Over 7,000 brands will donate, so 
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what 
you’re buying. These donations really help us out, so 
please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! 
You can get started at www.easyfundraising.org.
uk/causes/forh/?utmcampaign=raise-more&utm_
medium=email&utm_content=rm-en-n2.

We are continuing to accept donations of unwanted 
crafting materials for our crafters to use or for us to sell on 
eBay. We are still recruiting new crafters to our team.

New members are always welcome, whether to 
contribute financially, to join our team of crafters or display 
a small selection of our wares.  Further details are given on 
our website volunteering page.

Thank you for your continued support. Stay safe.

Derelict Mansion in Fairytale  
Setting – For Sale

Residents who have lived in the village during the eighties 
and longer will be aware of this house, Redlands, situated 
on the outskirts of Willingham. You will have driven along 
the B1050 and seen its sad decline as the remains were 
visible just beyond the trees on the left-hand side of the 
road just beyond the crossing  as you drive, cycle or walk 
into the village. 

There was an aura of mystery about it and no doubt 
children will have made up stories about it being haunted. 

In fact, amongst locals there may have even been all 
sorts of stories about what happened there. These days 
it cannot be seen from the road as the beech hedge has 
grown so high. 

The mansion dates back to 1905, when it was built for 
Sidney Thoday, a well-known Willingham seed merchant. 
It was last occupied in the 1950s. In 1956 much of the 
inside and most of the roof were destroyed in a fire. In the 
following years there were two more fires, the worst being 
in 1996, which destroyed all the internal floors , most of 
the 16 rooms and the remains of the roof. 

The mansion is now up for sale and featured in an 
article in the Express online which included photos of the 
remains. www.express.co.uk/life-style/propert/1807693/
abandoned-mansion-for-sale-100k. Readers can also 
access more details and see the beautiful photos on the 
Cheffins Property Auctions website.

David Mackintosh
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Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0345 0455225
Opening hours:

Tuesday: 10 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5 pm
Thursday: 4 – 7 pm 

Friday: 10 am – 1 pm
Saturday: 10 am – 1 pm

Your Online Account
Log in to your account at www.cambridgeshire/gov.uk/
library, using your library card number and PIN to see 
your loans, renew items, search the catalogue and reserve 
items. You can also access our online services with a wide 
range of eBooks, eAudio books, eComics and eMagazines 
– all free of charge. If you’re not a library member yet, it’s 
easy to join online or in person at any library.

Engage in the Afternoon 

Wednesday 4 October, 2 – 3 30 pm – Scam Awareness
Join Nigel Sutton from Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
for information on how to spot and avoid scams and 
fraudsters. A drop-in session followed by refreshments. 
Donations welcomed.

Family Lego Club 

Wednesday 4 October, 3 30 – 4 45 pm
If you love Lego we have the club for you! Come to the 
library and enjoy some time building with Lego or Duplo, 
term time only. The activity is suitable for ages four and 
over. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Digital Buddy Drop-in Session, Tuesday 10 October,  
10 30 am – 12 30 pm

Struggling to access the internet? Need help with an online 
application? Drop in to our library on the second Tuesday 
of the month to get help from our digital buddy, for free!

Author Visit

We are finding it quite tricky to book another author event 
at present but we will continue with our enquiries and 
hopefully will be able to make an announcement soon. 

Friends of Willingham Library

Games Afternoon, Friday 6 October, 2 – 4 pm
Our Games Afternoons resume this month. Why not come 
and join us for an enjoyable game of Scrabble, one of the 
other games we have at the library or a favourite game of 
your own from home. Refreshments available, donations 
welcomed.

Second-hand Book Sale, Saturday 7 October,  
10 30 am – 12 noon

We have an excellent selection of second-hand books 
for all the family on sale at the bargain price of 50p each 
or three for £1. Pop along and stock up for your autumn 
reading. 

Knit and Natter Afternoon, Wednesday 18 October,  
2 – 4 pm

Join us for an informal and friendly get together at 
the library bringing your knitting or any other type of 
needlework or handicraft. We’ll be sitting and chatting 
while working on our pieces and perhaps giving help and 
advice to others. Refreshments will be available, donations 
welcomed.

Family History Session, Tuesday 3 October,  
10 30 am – 12 noon

The library computers will be available for research on 
Ancestry, Find My Past (access to these are free of charge 
in the library) and other ancestry sites and someone will 
be on hand to offer assistance or advice if needed. If you 
are interested in attending or would like to know more 
please contact us at willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com.  
Please note that, from November, Family History Sessions 
will be moving to the first Friday of the month. 

Wednesday 18 October, 7 30 pm, Willingham Library 
Goes Italian

Join us for a fun themed evening in the library with all 
things Italian, especially books written by Italians or about 
Italy. Fiction or non-fiction, bring along some books to 
share with the group – from Dante to Donna Leon.  We 
will also have a special guest from Sardinia who will talk to 
us about literature, culture and other topics. Appropriate 
refreshments will be provided free of charge but donations 
welcomed.

Cambridgeshire Libraries News

Sign up for the Library Service’s monthly email newsletter 
to find out the latest about what’s going on in your local 
libraries. www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-
leisure-culture/libraries/news-and-events/library-news.

The website also has Recommended Reading Lists and 
up-to-date news

Community Orchard  
Adopt a Tree

92 woodland trees have been adopted so far so let’s 
make it 100!

There is still time to select a tree before winter to 
celebrate or make a memory. You will also be contributing 
to the continued enhancement of the orchard. We will 
be planting more bulbs this autumn including a further 
3,000 bluebells – so creating a bluebell wood for the 
future. If you wish to find out more and adopt a tree, 
contact Andrew Harris – apharris54@gmail.com.

We will be putting out a call for help with bulb planting 
in due course, but if you would like to join our band of 
volunteers already undertaking routine tasks in the 
orchard, please let Andrew know and we will add you 
to the list.

Graham Mumby 
Willingham Action Group
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Young Readers’ 
Corner

Have you heard about poems called Limericks? 

They are short poems, with only five lines and can be really 
fun. The most famous person to write them was Edward 
Lear, who wrote many funny poems.

Here are some Limericks written by different people – 
we hope you enjoy them.

There once was a farmer from Leeds,
Who swallowed a packet of seeds.
It soon came to pass,
He was covered with grass,
But has all the tomatoes he needs.

There is a young schoolboy named Mason
Whose Mum cuts his hair with a basin.
When he stands in one place,
With a scarf round his face,
It’s a mystery which way he’s facing.

There was an old man with a beard
Who said ‘It is just as I feared!
Two owls and a wren,
Four larks and a hen
Have all built their nests in my beard'.

The incredible Wizard of Oz
Retired from his business becoz.
Due to up-to-date science,
To most of his clients,
He wasn’t the Wizard he woz.

Why not write a Limerick yourself and send it in to us? If it 
makes us laugh we will try to include it in a future edition 
of Willingham News!

While you are doing this. Here’s a Limerick for the older 
ones –

As 007 walked by
He heard a wee spider say ‘Hi’.
But shaken, he shot 
It right there on the spot
As it tried to explain, ‘I’m a spi….’

Poem for October

The leaves on the trees
In my garden turn gold.
The oak proud and wise,
So majestically old.

The browns and the reds
Mingle softly once more
And October lays colours
For me at the door.

Christine Lacey

Book Quiz  

The golden colours, reds, greens, browns of Autumn in the 
garden in October are this month’s theme.  Here are some 
seasonal titles  – now find the Authors. Answers on page 
21. 
1  The Golden Apples of the Sun
2  The Hunt for Red October
3  Red Dragon
4  The Green Mile
5  Anne of Green Gables
6  Green Eggs and Ham
7  A Clockwork Orange
8  The Golden Compass
9  The Goldfish
10  Father Brown

Christine Lacey

Sudoku by Willow
Solution on page 21.

 pg. 19 

  

  

PPooeemm  ffoorr  OOccttoobbeerr  

The leaves on the trees 
In my garden turn gold. 
The oak proud and wise, 
So majestically old. 
 
The browns and the reds 
Mingle softly once more 
And October lays colours 
For me at the door. 
 

Christine Lacey 

  

  

  

BBooookk  QQuuiizz      

The golden colours, reds, greens, browns of Autumn in the garden in October are this month’s theme  
Here are some seasonal titles  – now find the Authors. Answers on page [  ].   
1  The Golden Apples of the Sun 
2  The Hunt for Red October 

5 6 7 3
4 7

9 6
3 8 4
2 9 3 1

7 1 6
1

2 5
4 2 7 8
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Willingham Gardening Club
At the September meeting, the club were enthralled and 
educated by an engaging talk given by Selwyn Richardson 
on Plant Nutrition. During 
the talk, he eloquently 
described the main 
elements required to 
enrich different plant 
varieties, as well as detailed 
crop rotations that help 
prevent soil-borne disease. 
The Committee would like 
to thank Selwyn for sharing 
his time and knowledge.

We are sure that you have 
spotted the tubs around the 
village that have been given 
a facelift! These have been 
replanted and are being 
maintained by the Club and 
it is good to see some colour 
about in  the village!

Our next meeting will be 
on Monday 2 October when 
we will have a practical and 
ever-timely talk by Nigel 
Start entitled Getting to 
Grips with Pruning. The 
meeting will be at the Social 
Club, with refreshments 
from 7 pm. The meeting 
begins at 7 30 pm. New 
members are always 
welcome and can sign up 
for membership in advance. 
If you are interested 
in joining or learning 
about the benefits of 
membership, please email 
willinghamgardeningclub@
gmail.com. 

Cambridgeshire County  
Councillor Neil Gough’s Report

Dear Residents,
Here is my update of County Council matters.

Highways

Our division has a new Local Highways Officer responsible 
for maintenance, who appears to have a very can-do 
attitude which is encouraging.  At the time of writing (early 
September) I had tentatively scheduled the next quarterly 
meeting with him for the Parish Clerks for 28 September 
to discuss outstanding issues and communication. 
Progress has been made on the most pressing of the 
maintenance issues, but please let me know if there are 
outstanding problems. Around £5 million is being invested 
into a programme of surface dressing, which will prevent 
damage, prolong the life of the county's roads, as well as 
ensuring they continue to be safe for all road users. 

Home to School Transport 

The Education and Social Care Transport Service has a small 
team of fantastic volunteer drivers as part of their home to 
school transport provision. They’re hoping to increase the 
team of volunteer drivers to provide this service to more 
local families.  Full training and support will be offered.  If 
anyone would like to find out more or have any questions, 
please email ed.engagement@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or 
call 07880473917.  You can download a role description, 
application form and see FAQs on the Cambridgeshire 
County Council website: www.tinyurl.com/3d9826nz.

Festival of Stories February 2024

The next Festival of Stories will run from 21 to 28 
February 2024 with a focus on Caring for Our Planet. The 
aim is to think about the impact we have on the natural 
environment and enjoy how stories can be used in fun and 
interactive ways to help us better understand the world 
we live in and how we can make a positive difference to 
boost young children’s communication, language, and 
literacy skills. To get involved with our festival, please do 
contact Helen at  helen.wootton@cambridgeshire.gov.
uk. More information about our work can be found on 
our Talking Together in Cambridgeshire Facebook page – 
www.facebook.com/talkingtogethercambs.

As always, please feel free to contact me with your 
thoughts, views and issues. My mobile is  07919 990299 
and email is neilgoughcrw@gmail.com. 

Neil Gough

Willingham Memory Box Café
Invites people living with memory loss, 

and their carers, to join us for
Music, Refreshments, Company, and Fun

on
Saturday 14 October

from 10 am to 12 noon
in

The Octagon
behind the Parish Church, with
wheelchair access and no steps.

No Charge.
Sponsored by St Mary & All Saints Church.

For further details please contact
Frances Watts 01954 200542
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 
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Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
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George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  
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have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary
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CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13834

Services in Church
1 October 11 00 am Harvest Festival Service
8 October 11 00 am Morning Praise Service    
15 October 11 00 am Holy Communion Service
22 October 11 00 am Morning Praise Service
29 October 11 00 am Joint service at Northstowe Primary 
  School (No Service at  
  St Mary & All Saints Church)

Harvest Lunch
We are hosting a Harvest Lunch on 1 October as part of the 
Village Feast celebrations. The lunch will be in the Octagon Hall, 
behind the Church and will follow our Harvest Festival Service 
and all are welcome.

Acorns, Oaks and Owls Club
Every Sunday at 11 am in the Octagon. A fun, activity-packed 
hour for children of all ages, from toddlers onwards. No need to 
book, just come along and join in the fun! 

Memory Box Café
Our next Memory Box Café will be on Saturday 14 October from 
10 am in the Octagon with music, refreshments, laughter and 
fun for people living with memory loss (or similar conditions) 
and their carers or family — see further details on page 12.

Prayers for Ukraine
We continue to keep an area set aside in Church for those who 
wish to spend some quiet reflective time to pray for Ukraine and 
its people during daytime Church opening hours. Also, every 
Thursday evening from 6 30 to 7 pm, we offer a time to gather to 
pray for peace and an end to the conflict. Everyone is welcome.

Octagon Hall
The Octagon is available for private bookings. For further 
information and bookings, please contact Colin Smith at the 
administration office, Tuesday to Friday 9 30 am to 12 noon, 
using the contact details shown below.

Contact Details

Rev Simon Gill is currently on sick leave; in his absence please 
contact one of those listed below:

Clergy:
Rev Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or jenny@5folds.org.uk 
Licensed Lay Minister:
Canon Jan Payne 07780 674563 or jan.payne@northstowe.
church
5folds Administration Office:
Colin Smith 01954 203459 or admin@5folds.org.uk.

Activities for October
Sunday Services, 10 am

Relaxed and informal service with songs, prayers and 

teaching. All welcome at any stage of faith.

1 October Doing Good in the Face of Challenge

8 October Living for God

15 October Suffering for Being a Christian

22 October Christian Leadership

29 October Summary of the Letter of 1 Peter

Sunday Evening Service  6 pm 

15 Oct   Traditional Format

Wednesday Fellowship – Every Week

10 am  Open Door for Coffee and Chat

EVENTS

Men’s Breakfast: Saturday 21 October  7 45 – 9 am

Hearty cooked breakfast with chat and an interesting talk. 

Community Lunch Club: Thursday 5 and 19 October.  

Book through Daphne on 01954 260568.

TOPS Baby and Toddler Group: Tuesdays at 9 45 am (term 

time only). Meet other families while the children play. For 

children up to the age of five. Contact Debbie Allen on 01954 

261581. 

Nimble Fingers Craft Club: Mondays, 2 – 4 pm. Bring your 

crafts and join with others, learn a new skill or just chat. 

Contact Daphne on 01954 260568.

For all events contact: secretary@willinghambaptist.org.

Catholic Parish of the Sacred 
Heart, St Ives

Details of services at St Ives at www.sacredheart-stives.org.
Mass is also held at 6 pm on Saturdays at the Bar Hill Church 

Centre,  at the end of Viking Way, Bar Hill, CB23 8TE.

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia,  
see www.rcdea.org.uk.
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Thought for the Month
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it    John 1 v5

It's getting dark earlier in the evenings and what a 
great time to focus on celebrating the light this month 
instead of the dark!

When was there a time you were afraid of the dark? 
For me, it was when I was a child. I used to live on a dairy 
farm in Kent. There were no streetlights at night and it 
was pitch dark. In my room, I couldn't even see a hand 
in front of my face. I'd stay in bed and not move until I 
fell asleep or it got light outside. I was too scared to run 
across the room and turn my light on! Years later, when 
I think about it now, the darkness isn't that powerful at 
all. As soon as the light goes on the darkness has to go. 
No matter how deep the darkness it cannot extinguish 
the light. We can see things as they actually are. 

The Bible uses the image of light to offer us a deeper 
understanding of God's gift to us in Jesus Christ. The 
stark contrast between light and darkness helps us 
better understand the gift of God's light and the grace 
Jesus Christ brings to our dark, sin filled world. Darkness 
can be seen as a symbol of evil and of ignorance of God 
and His truth, while light can be seen as a symbol of 
righteousness, life, truth and God's ways. The world 
is shrouded in the darkness of evil and falsehood. 
Jesus Christ is the only light that not only shines in the 
darkness but dispels it. There is no darkness in Jesus: 
‘This is the message we have from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all’   
John 1 v5. 

We have the choice to follow Jesus and have His light 
lead us. Jesus said ‘I am the light of the world. If you 
follow me, you won't have to walk in darkness, because 
you will have the light that leads to life’ John 8 v12.

Jesus is the light of the world. He was sent into the 
world to cast out darkness: to point people to God and 
to call people to repentance of their sins. If you have 
any further questions or would like to understand it 
more, there are people in our places of worship in the 
village, who would love to help you.

Louisa Astle  
Baptist Church

Willingham Bowls Club
The summer season is over, we had problems with league 
participation, membership numbers, holiday commitments 
and sickness. We tried to recruit new members but, as 
always, it proved difficult. 

We did, however, manage to recruit some new members, 
who, once they tried it, thoroughly enjoyed it. We also 
tried to encourage 18s and under to try free of charge roll 
ups during the summer holidays and one young man came 
forward who enjoyed the game and proved to be a good 
player. We hope he continues.

Our real success was our Dementia Group. We did 
have six at most playing on Wednesday afternoons and 
again they all enjoyed playing and joining in to play sport 
again. There were lots of smiles and a general sense of 
achievement. We plan to run the Dementia Group again 
next year.

We played in the Business Houses League and two of 
our players, Sue Reynolds and Bill Prince, reached the 
final of the Mixed Pairs, only to be beaten by the current 
champions. A very good effort from them.

Our new shirts attracted comments, all complimentary, 
thanks to the sponsorship of Vintage Travel. Many thanks 
to them. We are now playing indoors at Chesterton Indoor 
Bowls Club. Bowls has become a twelve month sport now. 

All we need now are more members. If you try it you 
might be surprised how skilful you are and how much fun 
it is.

Terry Buckley

Willingham Photography Club
As in previous Feast years, the Willingham Photography 
Club will be holding their 13th Exhibition in the Public Hall 
on:

 Saturday 7 October – 12 noon to 5 pm (or earlier if we 
have set up in time)

 Sunday 8 October – 10 am to 4 pm

Each Club member submits at least one photo from our 
monthly assignment subjects during the year, and at least 
one of their own choice, taken during the previous 12 
months. The photos are all professionally card mounted 
and viewed at eye-level on our own custom-made display 
boards.

Our friendly membership has a diverse range of camera 
types, knowledge, and age. We hold monthly meetings in 
the Baptist Church from 8 – 10 pm on the third Monday of 
each month, where you are welcome to visit free for your 
first time, with refreshments at half time.

Coming up in November we have a Wildlife presentation 
by award winning photographer Kevin Pigney from 
Burwell, and our Quiz Night in December.

We look forward to welcoming you to the Exhibition and 
our monthly meetings.

Francis Pullen

Willingham Jazz Club
Social Club, first Sunday in the month,  

12 30 – 3 30 pm

Doors open 12 noon

1 October Golden Era Jazzband
5 November Cambridge Jazz Co
3 December Tailgate Ramblers Christmas Jazzband

Admission £10. Fully Licenced Bar. Large Dance Floor. 
Tea/coffee and fresh rolls available. 

For further information call Rosie-Val 01954 789670.
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment.  
If we are closed, please call 111. 

Help Us to Help You – Busy Service 

All NHS services are under severe pressure at the 
moment, as we look after increasing numbers of patients 
who are sick with COVID‐19 and other deteriorating 
conditions in the community. We are also delivering the 
huge and vitally important COVID‐19 vaccination 
programme. Please do not contact us regarding a vaccine, 
we will contact you. 

So that we can focus on these really important issues, 
we will understandably be prioritising urgent care. This 
means that when you contact us, we may have an initial 
conversation with you to understand how urgent your 
health needs are.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent (for example 
attending for a routine blood test), you may have to wait 
longer than usual until you can be dealt with. However, do 
please make sure that you continue to get in touch with us 
if you need to. This is particularly important if:  
• your problem is genuinely urgent 
• you have a long term condition that is getting worse 
• you are worried about symptoms that might indicate 

cancer 
Please also remember – you can call NHS 111 for urgent 
concerns and 999 for serious emergencies and that our 
local pharmacist can help with minor complaints. 

For adults with mental health problems, including 
depression and anxiety, you can refer yourself directly to 
the local wellbeing service, via 0300 300 0055. If you are 
experiencing a mental health crisis, contact the First 
Response Service by calling 111 and select option 2 (in 
Wisbech call 111, select option 1 and ask to be put 
through to the First Response Service). 

The Cambridgeshire County Council has a range of 
support and information to help in times of urgent need. 
To access these please telephone 0345 045 5202 – 8 am – 
6 pm weekdays and 9 am – 1 pm on Saturdays. Outside 
office hours if someone is in danger telephone 01733 
234724. In an emergency, call 999. Also see 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/adults. 

Thank you very much for helping us all manage under 
these very difficult circumstances. 

Magpas Donations 

In the absence of the Lucky Squares raffle last Christmas, 
the practice requested donations to Magpas Air 
Ambulance. We are delighted to announce we raised 
£100.50 via our ‘Just Giving’ page. Thank you to all those 
that donated. Let’s hope Lucky Squares will return in 
Christmas 2021! 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 6 00  
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            4 30 – 7 00 
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                               2 00 – 4 00  
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Emergencies                                                4 00 – 6 00 

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY 

Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602 

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 

Out of hours cover: Ring 111  Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Carers' Meeting 

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still 
currently postponed until further notice. They will be 
reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for 
someone and need advice and financial or emotional 
support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment. If we are 
closed, please call 111.

Shingles Vaccination 

Almost a million more people (900,000) became eligible 
for a shingles vaccination from 1 September. 

The extension of those eligible for the shingles vaccine is 
complicated and will be phased until 2028.

From 1 September, those turning 65 and 70 will also be 
able to get the vaccine after their birthday, in addition to 
those already aged 70 to 80. 

You ARE eligible for the vaccine this year if:

• You are aged 70 to 79 years.

• Your date of birth (DOB)  is between 1 September 1953 
to 31 August  1954.

• Your DOB is between 1 September 1958 to 31 August 
1959.

• You are severely immuno-supressed and over the 
age of 50 (please do not call the surgery – you will be 
invited if you fall into this category).

You ARE NOT eligible for the vaccine this year if:

• You are aged over 80.

• Your Date of Birth is between 1 September 1954 and 31 
August 1958.

Please contact the surgery to book your appointment with 
a practice nurse.

Please note, the nurse will check you are eligible for 
the vaccine after booking, and you will be sent an SMS 
cancelling the appointment if you do not fall within the 
eligibility criteria. 

Flu Vaccinations 

Please support our surgery this year and book your flu 
vaccination with one of our nursing team. We are once 
again offering dedicated flu clinics on Saturdays. Please 
contact reception to book your appointment with us as 
soon as possible. You can also book your appointment 
online using Systmonline or the NHS app. 

Patient Participation Group

The next open meeting for the Patient Participation Group 
(PPG) will be on Thursday 19 October from 1 – 3 pm at the 
Northstowe Community Centre. For further information 
please contact Chris Thornhill at crthornhill@gmail.com.

Repeat Prescriptions

Please be reminded that the current turn around for repeat 
prescriptions is three working days. We have been made 
aware that patients ordering prescriptions via the NHS app 
are informed their prescription is available the next day for 
collection. Unfortunately, this is not the case and we are 

unable to change this automated update on the NHS app 
(the app is managed externally and not by the practice). 
Many thanks for your patience and understanding.

Carers' Meeting 

If you are a carer for someone and need advice and/
or  financial or emotional support, please come to our 
carers' support meeting on Wednesday 4 October at the 
Surgery, where we will be holding a drop-in meeting from  
2 to 4 pm. Please come along and get some support 
from other people in the local community. Refreshments 
provided, no need to pre-book and the session is 
completely free! 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every 
month at the Surgery. Please contact Sue Lawson at the 
surgery or email her at susan.lawson7@nhs.net for more 
information. 

Closure Afternoon

Willingham Surgery and the Longstanton Dispensary 
will be closed from 1 pm on Wednesday 18 October 
for staff training. We will re-open at 8 30 am on  
Thursday 19 October. If you need urgent medical 
assistance during the closure afternoon, please call 111 
who will direct you to the appropriate service.  Willingham 
Pharmacy will remain open from 2 – 6 pm.

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager

WILLINGHAM SURGERY

NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 8 30 – 1 00 2 30 – 6 00

Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00

Tuesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00

Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00

Ante Natal Baby Clinic 2 00 – 4 00

Wednesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00

Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 5 30

Thursday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00

Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00

Friday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00

Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 5 30

Emergencies  4 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787

NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 8 30 – 1 00 2 30 – 6 00
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Friday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
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Carpentry Specialist - New Builds – Extensions – Loft 
Conversions – Expert Kitchen Fitters – Bespoke Joinery 

Your local family run business providing high quality 
home improvements for over 40 years! 

For quotes and enquiries contact Jonathan Wake 

07984380221 - wakebroconstruction@hotmail.com 

 

 

WAKEBRO 
CONSTRUCTION 

 

Willingham Post Office 
15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES 

 01954 260331 
                                                MMoonn  ––  FFrrii      0088::3300  ––1177::3300          SSaatt      0088::3300  ––1133::0000  

• All mail services, including special delivery 
• Travel Currency – US Dollar and Euro plus others in branch. Fast Travel Currency 

order service available! 
• Travel Money Cards, Travel Insurance and MoneyGram 
• Digital Passport Photographs, Passport Check and Send Service 
• International Driving Permits and Vehicle Tax 
• Phone Top-Ups, Bill payments and Gift Cards for most occasions 
• CRB/CQC DBS validation/certification service 
• Document Certification Service 
• Free Cash withdrawals for most major Banks as well as Cash & Cheque Deposits 
• Photocopying and Laminating Service  
• Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and Pack & Post Items 
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.WillinghamParishCouncil.gov.uk 

D Law               Parish Council Chairman                     cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      01954 202188 

N Harris           Planning Committee Chairman         cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  07792 611226 

P King               Parish Council Vice Chair                    cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                   01954 260780 

L King               Leisure & Amenities – Lead Cllr        cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                    01954 260780 

R Manning      Greens & Boundaries – Lead Cllr      cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk             01954 261235 

B Mansfield    Cemetery – Lead Cllr                           cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk           01954 261540 

R Tassell           Halls – Lead Cllr                                    cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                 07974 673836
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D Law Parish Council Chairman cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 202188
P King Parish Council Vice Chair cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
B Todd Planning Chair cllr.todd@wlllinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  07956 993603
L King Leisure & Amenities- Lead Cllr cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
B Mansfield Cemetery – Lead Cllr cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261540
J Watson Green & Boundary – Lead Cllr cllr.watson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 200245 
S Clark Halls – Lead Cllr cllr.clark@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 07948 830406

QEII Field 

Sadly, an irresponsible dog owner has allowed their pet 
to tear the soft rubber of the zip wire and seesaw seats 
on the play equipment. The zip wire seat was replaced at 
a cost of £300 but this new one has now been damaged 
too. The seesaw seats will also need to be replaced, all 
at considerable cost to the taxpayers. We have therefore 
installed CCTV on the playground in the hope of catching 
the perpetrator, but if the damage continues we may 
have to consider removing these very popular pieces of 
equipment from use. If you do see dogs on the playground 
please report this to the Parish Office using contact details 
shown below. 

Over the summer it has been lovely to see that the 
field has been extremely well used, including the table 
tennis tables. There are currently plans for a Willingham 
Table Tennis Club to be set up (see page 5), and the Parish 
Council is happy to encourage this.

Willingham Cemetery 

Cemetery Wall – Work is underway to repair the corner of 
the cemetery wall where it joins the Social Club. The work 
is expected to take about three weeks.

Topple Testing – The Council have planned for formal 
topple testing to be carried out in the cemetery.  This is a 
routine inspection that is required every few years. Where 
possible, plot owners will be notified of any issues raised 
and measures will be taken to ensure memorials are safe.

Remembrance Sunday

As is normally the case the Council will be laying a memorial 
wreath on Remembrance Sunday on behalf of the village 
and we welcome residents to join the occasion.

Meadow Road Wildlife Pond

We are pleased to report that planning permission has 
been granted for the wildlife pond and Cambridgeshire 
ACRE will be carrying out the work over the coming 
months. Once completed we are sure this will be an 
excellent addition to the site, offering both a range of 
biodiversity and an enjoyable spot for residents to enjoy.

Trees and Hedges

The Council would like to remind residents of their 
responsibility to ensure that hedges and trees do not 

encroach on the pavements and highways. Now that the 
nesting season has finished, we would encourage owners 
to take the opportunity to ensure work is carried out to 
enable pedestrians and vehicles to travel uninhibited and 
safely.

John Anderson

Sadly, the Council has been made aware that John 
Anderson has passed away. John had served on the 
Council for a number of years on two different occasions, 
always keen and willing to go the extra mile to support 
the village in any way he could. John will be sorely missed 
by everyone who knew him and the Council would like to 
pass on their condolences to John’s family.

Parish Council Vacancy

As mentioned last month, the Council currently has one 
vacancy and will be co-opting this position at its October 
meeting. Anyone wishing to apply will need to submit an 
application form by Tuesday 26 September. Please contact 
the Clerk for more information if you receive your copy of 
Willingham News before the end of September.

Contact Details

Councillors’ details can be found on the website but 
below are the details for the Chair/Vice Chair and Lead 
Councillors.

Meetings

Meetings are generally held on the first Wednesday of the 
month, starting at 7 30 pm in the Octagon. Agendas are 
published on the website and the noticeboard outside the 
Public Hall. Members of the public are welcome to attend 
and can speak briefly or ask questions (See agendas for 
further details).

Council Office Details

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham CB24 5LP
Tel 01954 261027
email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10 am – 1 pm (closed 
bank holidays).

Clerk: Mandy Powell
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton

 

Willingham News Feb 2021.qxp_Willingham News  14/01/2021  15:29  Page 4

WILLINGHAM NEWS January 2021                                                                                                                                                     17

David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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... your friendly independent 

florist in Willingham 
For beautiful flowers, seasonal and locally sourced wherever possible. 

Tel: 01954 261519 / 07792 184644  Email: helen@posyandstem.co.uk 
www.posyandstem.co.uk  

  
 
 
 
  
 

 

Keep Your 
House Happy! 

PAINTING, DECORATING 
TILING, PLUMBING 

All General Maintenance 
Kitchen & bathroom supply and installation 

Company Maintenance Work 

No Job Too Small, 

Very Competitive Rates 

Fully Insured 

DBS checked 

CALL FOR A FREE PROMPT QUOTATION 

MKH PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Phone 07808056881 or 
Email enq@mkhpropertymaintenance.co.uk 

Website 
www.mkhpropertymaintenance.co.uk 
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District Councillor Bill Handley’s 
Report 

Crackdown on Fly Tipping

SCDC is cracking down on illegally dumped rubbish, 
prioritising it as a key objective in its Business Plan by:

• Prompt clearance of rubbish to reduce further 
occurrences at the same site.

• Deterring criminal activity using ‘fly tip under 
investigation’ stickers to highlight ongoing 
investigations.

• Joint roadside check initiatives with the Police, HMRC 
and other partners. 

Fly tipping is a criminal offence which can result in a Fixed 
Penalty Notice of up to £400 or could end up in court with 
fines of up to £50,000 or even a prison sentence.  You can 
report fly-tipping to the Council on this link: www.tinyurl.
com/mrxrks72.

A Reminder – Changes to Bin Collections

Optimising collection routes is something that takes place 
every few years to accommodate housing growth. At the 
time of writing, revised bin collections were due to start on 
18 September. Many residents will have a change to either 
their bin day or the sequence of their bin collections. Even 
residents that are not affected by the changes may find 
that crews reach their property at different times to usual 
and it may be much earlier – so they should put out their 
bins by 6 am. All the information about the changes can 
be found at www.scambs.gov.uk/binchanges. Letters have 
been sent to all addresses which are affected and there are 
reminders on social media. See also regular Bin Collection 
Box on page 3

Planning Application List

Please be reminded that, each week, I publish the latest 
list of extant planning applications relevant to Over and 
Willingham. You can find this here along with a wealth 
of other information and links:  www.facebook.com/
libdems3rdMay18.

Bill Handley 

Cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk    

01954 200287 (please leave a message)

Facebook: www.facebook.com/libdems3rdMay18.

District Councillor Dan Lentell’s 
Report

CONgestion charging is dead, but it is not buried and may 

be reanimated after the next round of local and national 

elections are done. The apologists and enablers for this 

terrible answer to the wrong question may try it on again. 

We cannot let them.

The question is not whether Cambridge (cities, shire, 

towns, and gown) badly needs a transport tomorrow vitally 

different from our transport today. Clearly, we are long 

overdue light rail and buses that exist to get folk from A to 

B, rather than to fill the coffers of private companies with 

public subsidies. The question is how to (or who should) 

pay? The mega-developers? The billion-dollar corporate 

interests? A bond issue? Or working people, the sickest and 

the poorest in society, via a flat-rate poll tax that hits the 

low and unpaid hardest and which puts a paywall between 

residents and their healthcare. Communities like Over and 

Willingham will be so much worse off if this watered-down 

treatment  is administered, it makes the head spin that 

anyone in their right mind could want it to happen.

From day one, I have argued that CONcharging is wrong 

for Over and Willingham. The M11 access roads, with 

which we access our NHS at Addenbrooke’s, play zero part 

in Cambridge City’s traffic management issues. To charge 

us to use them in order to subsidise bus services which 

aren’t designed to benefit us is wrong.

In 2005 CONcharging was rejected by Edinburgh voters 

in a referendum, yet better buses and actual trams were 

made to happen. What we have seen over the past 12 

months is proof positive that the GCP is broken beyond 

repair and should be scrapped. As Cllr Naomi Bennett 

(Green Party, Abbey ward) said, ‘The GCP brand is so toxic 

it’s getting to the point where if the GCP promised us free 

ice cream and sunshine and puppies, our residents would 

say no thank you.’

Dan Lentell  

01954 713000

www.facebook.com/CllrDan.

Fuller reports from all three Councillors are available at www.willinghamlife.org  
in the Extras section of Willingham News.



 

 

 

Your local, family run business specialising in 
transforming project dreams into reality! 

Extensions – Refurbishments – Conversions – 
Kitchens – Flooring – Electrical work – Bespoke 

furniture - AND SO MUCH MORE! 

 07989 341724         01954 202267 
www.ajcarpentry.co.uk 
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Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  

Willingham News Jan 2021.qxp_Willingham News  14/12/2020  10:48  Page 2



WILLINGHAM NEWS October 2023 21

WHAT'S ON

DATE EVENT ORGANISATION VENUE EXTRA INFO

Sun 1 Oct Harvest Lunch St Mary’s & All Saints  
  Church Church 12.30pm, see page 13

Sun 1 Oct Golden Era Jazz band Jazz Club Social Club 12 30 – 3 30 pm 
     Rosie-Val 01954 789670

Mon 2 Oct Getting to Grips with Pruning Gardening Club Social Club Doors open from 7 pm, 
     see p 12

Tues 3 Oct Family History Session Friends of Willingham  
  Library Library 10 30 am- 12 noon

Wed 4 Oct Scam Awareness Engage in the  
  Afternoon Library 2 – 3 30 pm, see p 10

Wed 4 Oct Carers’ Support Meeting Surgery Surgery 2 – 4 pm, see p 15

Wed 4 Oct Family Lego Club Library Library 3 30 - 4 45 pm, see p 10

Wed 4 Oct Parish Council Meeting Parish Council Octagon 7 30 pm, see p 17

Thu 5 Oct Community Lunch Club Baptist Church Baptist Church Booking essential, see p 13

Fri 6 Oct Games Afternoon Friends of Willingham  
  Library (FOWL) Library 2 – 4 pm, see p 10

Sat 7 Oct Second-hand Book Sale Friends of Willingham  Library 10 30 am – 12 noon 
  Library (FOWL)  see p 10

Sat 7 Oct Charity stall Rosie in Stitches Bar Hill  10 30 – 2 pm

Sun 8 Oct Willingham News Deadline Willingham News  See p3, articles to be 
    sent to:  
    willinghamnews@gmail.com

Mon 9 Oct  Born in a Railway Carriage Women’s Institute Social Club 7 30 pm, see p 5

Tue 10 Oct Digital Buddy Drop-in Session Library Library 10 30 am – 12 30 pm, 
    see p 10

Sat 14 Oct Memory Box Café Parish Church Octagon 10 am – 12 noon, see p 12

Sat 14 Oct Annual Ploughing Match Willingham & District  Land off 
  Ploughing Society Rampton Road See Sept’s issue

Wed 18 Oct Knit & Natter Afternoon Friends of Willingham Library  
  (FOWL) Library 2 – 4 pm, see p 10

Wed 18 Oct Italian Evening  Friends of Willingham Library 
  (FOWL)  Library 7 30 pm, see p 10

Thu 19 Oct Community Lunch Club Baptist Church Baptist Church Booking essential, see p 13

Sat 21 Oct Breakfast and Topical Talk Men’s Breakfast Baptist Church 7 45 am, see p 13

Sun 29 Oct History club event WHiGS Off Priest Lane 12 noon, see p 6

Mon 30 Oct Talk by David Walker WHIGs Social Club 7 30 pm, see p 6

Book Quiz Answers
1.Ray Bradbury; 2.Tom Clancy; 3.Thomas Harris; 4.Stephen King; 5.L.M. Montgomery;  
6.Dr. Seuss; 7.Anthony Burgess; 8.Philip Pullman; 9.Donna Tart; 10.G.K.Chesterton.

Sudoku Solution

 pg. 34 

 

 

BBooookk  QQuuiizz  AAnnsswweerrss  

1.Ray Bradbury; 2.Tom Clancy; 3.Thomas Harris; 4.Stephen King; 5.L.M. Montgomery; 6.Dr. Seuss;             
7.Anthony Burgess; 8.Philip Pullman; 9.Donna Tart; 10.G.K.Chesterton. 
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Adverts 

 

Page 23 

DDiirreeccttoorryy  

Sean - As for prior month, except please add –  into Sport section – 

Table Tennis Club  Pauline Hart    paulinetabletennis@gmail.com  01954770576 
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.
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Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

!"#$%%&'()!%*+*,!-)(
./0123(%/4()5671/21898(

!
"#$%&'(!:!)*+&#,%-#*.!/&%0(&+1!2!3#-*-'(4!:(5%67*8#+*+#%-!
"#409+(4!!!57#.:&(-!)*++(&4!;!/&(-90+#*.!<=&((,(-+4>(!

!
?#+7!%$(&!@A!1(*&4B!(C0(&#(-'(D!E(!+*F(!*!41,0*+7(+#'!*-:!
4(-4#+#$(!*00&%*'7!+%!)*&&#*=(!*-:!3*,#.1!8&(*F:%E-4>!

5%-+*'+!94!%-!;<=>?(@;@;A>>!
!

!"#$%%&'()!%*+*,!-)(
GH!I*,0+%-!I%*:D!?#..#-=7*,D!5*,8&#:=(D!5JKH!LMN!

O(.P!Q@RLH!KQKQSL!T6,*#.P!%,*..(14%.#'#+%&4U=%%=.(,*#.>'%,!
<9+7%&#4(:!*-:!I(=9.*+(:!81!+7(!V%.#'#+%&4!I(=9.*+#%-!<9+7%&#+1!

VI<!W%P!X@GXXR!
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REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 
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Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Council and Parish Council  01954 261027
Community County Councillor Neil Gough 07919 990299 / neilgoughcrw@gmail.com
 District Councillor Bill Handley     01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk
 District Councillor Dan Lentell      01954 713000 / cllr.lentell@scambs.gov.uk
 Willingham Community Planning Group  07529 221954 / communityplanning@willinghamlife.org
Services Surgery   01954 260230 
 Dispensary for repeat prescription requests  01954 207602
 Library  0345 045 5225
 Pharmacy  01954 261787
 Over Surgery  01954 231550
 Urgent Care Cambridgeshire  111
 Community Warden  Joanne Twinn wardens@ageukcap.org.uk  07812 496002 
 Patient Participation Group  Chris Thornhill  07529 221954 / crthornhill@gmail.com
Schools Primary School Mr Dave Morel 01954 283030
 Willingham Out Of School Club (3–6 pm only) Mrs M Lenk 01954 283033
 School Governors Chairperson Chris Shaw  chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk
 School Association c/o school 01954 283030
 British School Trust Ray Croucher 01954 261113
Children Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Matt Haigh adventure@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
 Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only) Mrs Kate Van Dort 01954 201567
 Koala Kidz, Children's Day Nursery Mrs Edith Jeffrey 01954 260046
 Brownies, Guides and Rangers Lynn McGoff  willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk 
 First Steps Vicky Page vickypage85@gmail.com
 TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group) Debbie Allen 01954 261581
 Little Rainbows Baby & Toddler Group Tiko Pending tmwale31@gmail.com 
Halls Ploughman Hall Bookings through Parish Council 01954 261027
 Wilford Furlong Centre  01954 261445
 The Octagon   admin@5folds.org.uk
 Baptist Bookings and Rentals Jenny Ambrose  secretary@willinghambaptist.org
 Willingham Social Club Bookings Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Centre bookings  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
Local Allotments  Sue Ayling 01954 260718
Representatives Billavincea Lodge 8719 Mr M Scrivener 01480 413533
 Fen Edge Community Association Eileen Wilson chair@fenedge.co.uk
 Over & District Royal British Legion Jane Matthews 07983 630265 / overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com
 OWLS Community Car Scheme Lorraine Hunt 07505 254363
 Willingham Action Group (WAG) Paul Knighton 07787 530394
 Willingham Combined Charities Lynn McGoff  clerk@willinghamcombinedcharity.org.uk
 Willingham RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser Graham Atherton 01954 260331
 Willingham Bee Group Chairman Steve Smith 07795 215071
Clubs Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)   willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
 Willingham Carpet Bowls Club David Young 01954 200561 / orchardist44@ntlworld.com
 Willingham Gardening Club  willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Social Club Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Jam Club Julian Eales  01954 201818
 Willingham Photography Club  derek@ballandia.co.uk
 Willingham Running Club Monica Garcia gcompass.monica@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Club Jack Stinton  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
 Women’s Institute Wendy Law 01954 202188
Sport Angling Colin Dodd  07773 719330
 Badminton Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Bowls Club Mark Chapman (Sec) mark.chapmanwbc@gmail.com 
   Willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com
 Cricket Club Mr R Ambrose 01954 610113
 Cycling Club – www.willinghamwheels.com  Nigel Leaney nigel.leaney@outlook.com, 07979 518200
 Table Tennis Club Pauline Hart    paulinetabletennis@gmail.com  01954770576
 Tennis Club John Graham 01954 231968
 Willingham Diamonds Netball Club Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Willingham Sports Pavilion through Parish Council  01954 261027
 Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football) Jamie Smith (Sec)  01954 261141
Churches Mothers’ Union Mrs Sue Hayden 01954 260363
 Baptist Church Jenny Ambrose  secretary@willinghambaptist.org
 Methodists (Ministerial Contact) Rev Simon Oliver  07554 202929
 Roman Catholic Priest Rev Thomas J Walton 01480 462192
 Parish Church Rev Jenny Hill   07970 949331  jenny@5folds.org.uk

VILLAGE DIRECTORY
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Call for a brochure  or to speak to one 
of our specialists 01954 261431

or visit our website  
vintagetravel.co.uk

HANDPICKEDHANDPICKED

VILLAS WITH POOLSVILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas & 
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas 

of traditional local culture.

GREECE • SPAIN • LANZAROTE • BALEARICS • PORTUGAL  
TURKEY • FRANCE • ITALY • CROATIA • CYPRUS V5643

2787

Your Local Travel Company
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At Thompson Taraz Rand we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

•  Accounts Preparation

•  Self Assessment

•  Taxation Advice

•  Business Start-ups

•  Business Planning

•  Payroll Services

•  Online Accounting

Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

01954 263000 
info@thompsontarazrand.co.uk
www.thompsontarazrand.co.uk

36a Church St, Willingham
Cambridge CB24 5HT

Chartered Accountants    Bus iness  Adv isers

Thompson Taraz Rand


