


Highgate Country Stores Ltd

Over Rioad, Willingham, Cambridge, O824 SEU

- High Cualety Pet Food and Accessories

" Foultry and Farm fnimal Feed and Eguipment
- Horse Feed, Equipment and Bedding

" Rifing Accesnaries

* Fuel - Flo Gas, Logs, Kindling and Coal

9 ¥

Cpen 7 Days a week
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Highgate Butchers <.
W sall laeally sourcad quality meat ol S
and poultry enhanced by a wealth of
butdhery expersence from our friendly and
knoveledpealsle sball,
Commee and see for yourself our great range of beef, Lamb, Pork,

Poultry and Game products, nol Torgetting our 22 day aged beef.
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Cambs Bureau

LETTINGS & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
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Cottenham Computers
01954 593025 A5
o

Call the experts for good honest advice
We will come to your home or business to fix your computer

Got any of these issues?
Computer crashing
Network Wi-Fi connection Issues
Camputer infected with viruses
Windows won't boot
Can't access your email
Can't access the Internet
Computer running very slow

With over 16 years experience

it is likely we have seen your
problem before. We are happy

to advise you free over the phone..

We don’t charge a fortune
So give us a call TODAY! We wont bite!

Working all day? Then we can collect and deliver FREE to and from your work place*
*Within 10Miles of Willingham

We cover Willingham & surrounding towns & villages

i " I
Fadl
'x=" 'www.cottenhamcomputers.co.uk Microsoft

Waxing Specialist

Cambridage Face & Body Waxing availanle
- for Male & Female clients
125N LiNing 200 eb |amination ais valianle S50
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L ENTIRE

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing ¢ Heating ¢ Gas ¢ Bathrooms
Water Softeners ¢ Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 « Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk

Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk )

Universal Fencing Co Ltd

Tel: 01954 230BGO
rmot: 07 TER01 29580
LSRR l.=l'll-'l.'l'b-\.:\-l'-"-""."l'll:. O, I
SUPPLY ONLY OR SUPPLY AND ERECT
FREE ESTIMATE

Palisace FEI’."I-I‘!EE-I?E' FiERd Lalis SEDETY FENCing

B Arthir Court Normnas Way, D, Cambridpe, OR24 AL
Opsrc MOM-FEI 7_30= S5ge

Commerdial, agricultural, industrial & domestic fencing contractons

HOME HELP for SENIOR CITIZENS

Do you know someone in need of some Help at Home?
* Cleaning * Meal preparation * Company * Errands
* Ironing * Bed Changing * Laundry

Same Home Help - Same Time - Same Day

*All Staff are DBS checked, trained and reference
checked®

Call for more information on 01480 383340
The Home Help Company ﬁ

your personal reguirements

Far further infarmation telephone
01954 261119.0r 07774 197960
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Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News Ltd
and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to ensure the
accuracy of the content of the submissions, but this cannot
be guaranteed. We reserve the right to edit or omit articles
at our discretion. The views expressed in readers’ letters
are not necessarily those of the editorial team. Send your
contributions to willinghamnews@gmail.com as an email
attachment of up to 250 words (no pdfs) to arrive before
the monthly deadline. The Editorial Team comprises Liz
Cosford, Jane Dowle, John Lawrence, Frances Watts, James
Watts and Trevor Weston.

The deadline for your contributions is 8th of each
month. Hard copy can be dropped off at the library.

Bin Collections - Fridays
3 March Blue

10 March Black
17 March Blue and Green
24 March Black
31 March Blue and Green

To contact local police, phone 101 or email:
SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

PLEASE NOTE:

Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present
(with the exception of March 2006) are now available on the
Willingham Life website run by WAG:

www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham-magazine back -issues

If you have any changes to the Village
Directory please send them to us at:
willinghamnews@gmail.com

Advertising
Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to:
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your emails Adverts.

The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention that
you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you all very
much.
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THE PLOUGHMAN HALL
'WEST FEN ROAD, WILLINGHAM
Book Willingham s village hall for goar
Wedding Reception
Birthday Party
Private Fanction
Flay cr Musical Event
Club or Society Mesting

The Ploughman Hall

Uffers
A large hall
Puar facilitios (subject to licence)
A fally equipped kitchen
Disabled friendly facilities
Ample ol -road parking

Check out our competitive hire chasges and make your
hooking at the Parish Office (01954 261027)

The Ploughman Hall - Willingham's village ball

H. AL Miller Fluombing and Doomestic Henting
Femsidde. 71 'Willingham Rossd, Ther
Camhrjiles CEI APE

Tl i LA T R4 LgRd
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I sl il

Al plumbing work wndertaken

wikeT repaccmseni andd meialbyiien wiilh Bree qusets s
® LA Bt milad (AN e servecig « Lamadkad Cemul ieates
& [leatmg proddoms - Dhagsosas and rechilivalnn
= [ prpperml plumhsng b, washers, papss wiorl T i
&  Fiill asl Tl Hathirossni miclallalnsd viod k

Fis a rehabls | profevacnal kxal s
Rabert Miller
Office 01954 203277

Mlobale OTRI | 82380

Ve
S}VIE Helping you to find the

fundin g | right funding, right now.

Do you need business finance?

We'e based in Willingham, your local, independent specialist.
We find the best deals for your business.

* Asset finance ® Aviation ® Card Processing savings
* Cashflow ® Commercial mortgages * Invoice finance
* Marine ® Property finance ® Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years. Our clients tell us
that we save them both time and money.

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us today on ﬂ
01223 848 844 or visit our website ®

www.smefunding.uk ()

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970. Member of the National
Association of Commercial Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s Office
(ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a number of finance
p'rovidzrs based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission for such introductions.
SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.

Registered office: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

Andy Tibbett & Sons
Painting & Decorating

" Allinternal & sxternal work carried cut bo o high standard
" Trade references can be supplied
* Wery compatitive pricing

* Aprompt & polite sarvice from a name you can bust

Tedephome: 01554 230090

s e 07717 BT TR b sl anedibrwribsh g b camail oo ek

CHIMNEY SWEEP

J. L. Wight
Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 1
— Advice given/problems solved ]
Srelte
& 01954 253315 JEY

www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton

WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR
REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE,
EXHAUSTS, TYRES
CAR SALES - P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

ARTISAN LANDSCAPES

Est, 1988

www.artisanlandscape.co.uk

Structures stc

jonathan_ashman@&hotmail.com
07768 821354
0 Jonathan Ashman Artisan Landscapes

it
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Old Willingham

This splendid house was on the High Street. Its site is
now occupied by Osbourne Close next to The Bank pub.
The identity of the gentleman on horseback with a big
white beard and top hat is unknown — but is likely the
house owner. A number of these larger houses or ‘villas’
were built on the High Street in the early Victorian period
around about the time the railway came to Longstanton
(1840s). The arrival of the railway transformed the status
of Willingham and enabled expansion. Fortunately, all
these villas on the High Street have survived with this one
exception.

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com.

If you have stories or memories about this picture,
please contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@
oldwillingham.com.

Book Review

Riccardino, by Andrea Camilleri

Thisis the 28th and last of the detective stories featuring
Inspector Montalbano. It was written early in the
series, with instructions that it was not to be published
until after the author’s death.

Montalbano is woken one morning by a telephone
call from a stranger, Riccardino, who has dialled a
wrong number and tells him to hurry up to the meeting.
Montalbano says he’ll be there in ten minutes, and goes
back to bed. When Riccardino turns up dead later in
the morning, Montalbano investigates a crime with
widening ramifications involving the church hierarchy
and the Mafia, while enjoying superb Sicilian food and
arguing with his superiors.

Unusually for a crime novel, the detective also gets
into extensive arguments with his author. The author
feels readers are becoming bored with politics and the
Mafia, Montalbano is determined to uncover the truth,
and they have very different views on how the book
should end.

The nearly unanimous opinion in the Reading Group
was that this venture into metafiction is unfortunate,
it creates confusion and makes this last Montalbano
novel difficult to read. All of the scores, apart from a
six, were four or five out of ten, in spite of a good plot
and some wonderful Sicilian characters.

Janet Huxley

The Octagon Warm Hub

The Octagon Warm Hub welcomes you on
Monday mornings in March from 10 am -1 pm.

Come and join us for company and free tea, coffee
and biscuits. There are books and magazines
available to read and borrow, jigsaw puzzles to
do, board games and card games to play or you
can ‘knit and natter’ or just chat to others in a
comfortable environment.

This is a free activity sponsored by Cambridgeshire
ACRE.

The Octagon is behind the Parish Church (just
follow the path to the left of the Church) and
there is wheelchair access and no steps.

Everyone is welcome so do drop in and find out
more about the Octagon Warm Hub and how it

can support you.

We hope to see you there on Monday mornings.

Gardening Club

As the days grow longer and the daffodils begin to
bloom, the first tentative signs of Spring can be seen all
around our gardens. March is the ideal time to plan your
year ahead in the garden or allotment. At the February
meeting, the Gardening Club welcomed Dr Gwenda Kyd,
who gave a fabulous talk about how trees can provide us
with a plethora of pharmaceutical benefits. The committee
wishes to say thank you to Dr Kyd for sharing her time with
the club.

On Saturday 20 May, the club has planned a coach trip to
RHS Gardens Wisley. The cost is £22 for members and £24
for non-members. There will be a booking form available
at the monthly meetings leading up to this outing. Please
do sign up early as spaces will be allocated on a first come,
first served basis!

The next Gardening Club meeting will be on
Monday 6 March at the Social Club. Doors open at 7 for
a 7 30 pm start. This meeting will be the Annual General
Meeting where summaries of the previous year’s activities
will be discussed, interwoven with a springtime question
and answer session. As with previous meetings, there is an
entrance fee of £3 for non-members.

For any general inquiries about the club, please
get in touch with the committee via email at:
willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com.
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Ceilidh for Ukraine
Saturday 4 March, 7 30 - 10 30 pm Ploughman Hall

To purchase tickets online, just Google:

Ceilidh for Ukraine 4th March 23 — Eventbrite and follow
the link.

For those coming from further afield: Ploughman Hall,
Willingham CB24 5LP

Tickets are £8 per person and include a generous Cheese
Ploughman’s supper.

Our dance caller will be giving instructions to great
Ceilidh music on the night.

There will not be a bar, but you can bring your own
drinks and (plastic) glasses for the event. Only water will
be available on the night.

There are only 80 places available — this is to ensure we
have plenty of space to dance, so please book early to
avoid disappointment.

Due to space restrictions, we request that all attendees
are able to join in with the dancing. We advise that the
event is probably not suitable for under 10s.

Ifyou have allergy concerns please contact the organisers.

We are also planning to have a raffle, again to raise funds
for Ukraine during the interval.

Doors will open at 7 15 pm with dancing to start around
7 30 pm.

There will be a break mid-evening for food and the raffle.

Event will draw to a close by 10 30 pm.

If you have any queries, contact Sue on 07800 616374 or
sue.berry3@ntlworld.com.

The last Ceilidh at the Ploughman in October raised £250
for the same cause — here is how it was used:

We were able to transfer £250 to Yuliya (in Kyiv) in
January. These funds helped six families with children/
young people with severe disabilities to receive basic food

parcels and some hygiene items — all this happened
within a week of our money transfer

e with zero admin costs here or in Ukraine (all your
donations are used to help the most vulnerable).

Yuliya adds:

This month | managed to stretch out the money you sent to
help six families. This happened because | was offered help
to order through a wholesale outlet (the prices are cheaper
but | normally cannot buy there as quantities | order do not
qualify for wholesale) and also because someone offered
to drive me (I don’t own a car) so | could personally deliver
all the goods to all six families in Kyiv.

The only problem was delivering the packages. Many
families live in high rising buildings and power cuts mean
carrying shopping all the way without elevators!

Every parcel contained the following:

e 2.5kg of rice
e 5kg of dry pasta
e 1 kg of raisins (mums blend raisins with honey to make

vitamin rich treat to boost children’s nutrition in these
winter months)

e Several packs of baby soap

e 2-3 packs of wet baby wipes — very handy for mums
looking after disabled children

e Soft cakes.

| also added some presents that were given to me by
one of the local monasteries: children’s books (for those
families where children will be able to understand them)
and sweets (these sweets will be probably eaten by the
mothers — it is good to have something for the mums to
give them energy).

Singing for Breathing

Do you have breathing difficulties? Did you know
singing can help?
Singing is a great way to improve the way you breathe and
get the best from your lung capacity.

The Cambridge Singing for Breathing Group is meeting
online, using Zoom, on Thursday afternoons 2 30 — 4 pm
and we’re looking for new members!

Kay Barrett, founder of the group, says:

You don’t need any singing experience to take part —
it’s all about what it feels like, not what it sounds like.
The camaraderie of the group, the guided relaxation,
the breathing exercises and the singing are so much
appreciated by everyone and the health benefits transfer
over into daily life. Being online, singers can join from the
comfort of home, even when they are feeling unwell. We
sing with microphones turned off, which can actually be
very liberating! You simply sing along with the leader,
learning uplifting songs often in call and response style.
We also use multi-track recordings so we can enjoy singing
rounds and harmonies.

Do | have to pay?

Those who can afford it are invited to give a £3.50 donation
each week, but this is not essential - we want everyone to
be able to come.

Do | have to come along every week?

We know thatappointments, sickness, family commitments
and such can get in the way! Just come along when you
can.

I have Long Covid, can | join?

The gentle pace, breathing exercises and relaxation can
be very beneficial, but do check with your doctor or
respiratory physio, especially if your symptoms are severe.
How do | join?

Simply email singingforbreathingcambridge@gmail.com
or call Mary on 07972 645473 for more information and to
receive the Zoom link each week.

You can find out more at www.singingforbreathing.
wordpress.com or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
singingforlunghealthcambridge.

Mary Denn
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Willingham Combined Charity

Willingham Combined Charity provides housing for those
in need, with accommodation in the Josiah Smith Memorial
Homes and a bungalow in Haden Way. We also have two
sites which provide allotments, one in Westmeadow Close
and the other in Church Street behind the property which
used to be the Almshouses.

The six bungalows in Over Road, built in 1967, take their
name from Josiah Smith. In 1952 his daughter, Hilda Smith
left 11 acres, stock and money, and land at Houghton to
build the Josiah Smith Homes in memory of her father.

Since 1505 there have been several charities in the
village. The first charity, known as a Pauper Charity, was
set up by Henry Greaves. In 1615 the second charity was
formed by the rector Dr William Smith, Provost of King’s
College, Cambridge. In 1693 Robert Osborne gave a rent
charge of 3/4d for the poor. Not much is known about this
charity which was lost by 1938. The fourth charity was
set up by Samuel Saywell by will in 1709. In June 2000,
Willingham Combined Charity and Josiah Smith Homes
Trust were amalgamated into the Willingham Combined
Charity.

In 1874 the criteria for the almswomen was as follows:

Poor women of good character who have resided in
the village for three years and who from age, ill-health,
accident or infirmity shall be unable to maintain themselves
by their own exertions.

Ifany almswoman be guilty of insobriety, insubordination,
breach of rules, or immoral or unbecoming conduct, the
trustees may remove that woman.

Today the objects of the charity are:

1. The provision of housing accommodation for persons
(of whom two must be women) who are in need,
hardship, or distress and have resided in the area of
benefit (the Parish of Willingham in the County of
Cambridgeshire) for not less than two years prior to
their appointment.

2. The provision of housing accommodation for women
over the age of 60 who are in need, hardship and
distress who were born in the area of benefit.

3. Suchcharitable purposes for the benefit of the residents
as the trustees decide.

There are 12 trustees: one ex-officio trustee, two
nominated trustees and nine co-opted trustees.

The ex-officio trustee is the Rector of the ecclesiastical
parish of St Mary and All Saints.

The nominated trustees are appointed by our Parish
Council.

If you would like to know more about the charity go to
charity.ballandia.co.uk or if you know of someone who
might meet the criteria and be in need of one of the
bungalows please get in touch with Lynn McGoff, clerk@
willinghamcombinedcharity.org.uk.

Willingham
Women’s
Institute

Our next meeting is on Monday 13 March at 7 30 pm
in the Social Club and our speaker will be Brian Brignell
on My Life as a Professional Pop Photographer in the
1960s.

On Friday 3 February we had the return of our annual
WI Quiz for the first time since 2020. It was good to
be back again for an evening of questions covering a
range of subjects including traditional rounds such as
Sport, Geography, and Food and Drink, along with less
traditional rounds such as the ‘Slightly Bonkers’ round.
Do you know if it is true or false that a donkey can see
all its feet at the same time? The answer is true because
its eyes are spaced widely apart on its head, enabling it
to view all its feet at once! Ten teams took part with a
mixture of WI members, friends, family, and neighbours.
It was a very enjoyable evening.

This year our April and May meetings both fall on
Bank Holidays — Easter Monday and the Coronation
Bank Holiday. After consultation with members, the
Committee has decided to go ahead with the meeting
on Easter Monday, Monday 10 April but to move the
May date to Monday 15 May.

Why not join us? Our friendly group is open to all
women, young and old. As well as our meetings, all
members receive a copy of the monthly W/ News,
the national magazine, and can also join outings and
activities organised by the Cambridgeshire Federation.
You will be warmly welcomed for a taster session
free of charge. To find out more, please contact
willinghamwi28@gmail.com.

teW|

INSPIRING WOMEN

Over Players present
Jane Austen'’s Pride & Prejudice

Thursday 1 June to Saturday 3 June
at Over Community Centre

All of the wit and romance of Jane Austen's classic novel
come to life in this refreshingly fast-paced and engaging
adaptation. Finding a husband is hardly Elizabeth Bennet's
most urgent priority, but with four sisters, an overzealous
match-making mother, and a string of unsuitable suitors,
it's difficult to escape the subject.

Auditions are now complete and the show has now
been cast, but we are still keen to hear from any potential
backstage crew for costume, hair, make-up, technical
and so on. We are your local AmDram group and a warm
welcome to anyone interested is guaranteed.

For further information, or to express an interest in
participating backstage, please go to our website www.

overplayers.uk.
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Sudoku

Solution on page 19.

Book Quiz

These are novels with catchy first lines. See if you know
the authors and maybe find out what they are.
Answers on page 19.

To Kill a Mockingbird

Nineteen Eighty Four

A Tale of Two Cities

Moby Dick

The Hobbit

The Crow Road

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
Pride and Prejudice

Ulysses

10 The Great Gatsby

OCooNOOTULLDE, WN -

Christine Lacey

Willingham Post Office

15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES

L)
& 01954 260331
Mon -Fri 08:30-17:30 Sat 08:30-13:00

* All mail services, including special delivery

* Travel Currency - US Dollar and Euro plus others in branch. Fast Travel Currency
order service available!

* Travel Money Cards, Travel Insurance and MoneyGram

* Digital Passport Photographs, Passport Check and Send Service

* International Driving Permits and Vehicle Tax

* Phone Top-Ups, Bill payments and Gift Cards for most occasions

* CRB/CQC DBS validation/certification service

* Document Certification Service

* Free Cash withdrawals for most major Banks as well as Cash & Cheque Deposits

* Photocopying and Laminating Service

* Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and Pack & Post Items

&%, Youhg Readers’
(forner

Word Search by Harrison Passmore age 9
All Harrison’s words relate to Willingham.

Solution on page 189.

'Willingham WORD!

SOPWALEKERPRNEFPH
CYLFEBPSSEDTIUG o
0O 0ONCFEOOCCHAMS
UPSIHATSOHURPR ok
TUESMNVHWHOBTCOEBG.L
S LIBFESMTIOPOSH
DRNACRYRARBTILO &
ROMWKCSEOFFICEN
T GOEJXOBILEMHSUSBE .
AORROORCHAREDEY
FBBYOETAGH GTIHEP oo
SNAMHGUOLPYLUO
ALEROMBMWOLVESHT

A AUDUCTTIOMNHIOUSEL

W, Kidspuzziessndgames. couk

The daffodil is a flower associated with Spring which this
year officially starts on Monday 20 March. The daffodil is
also the national flower of Wales and is traditionally worn
on St David’s Day (St David is the patron saint of Wales)
on 1 March. Do you know which vegetable is a symbol of
Wales?
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FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

www.WillinghamParishCouncil.gov.uk

Green Spaces and Environmental

Every gardener will appreciate it takes time to develop an open
space and such work is never-ending. However, we can report
that following a lot of input by the Greens and Boundaries
Councillors, the Meadow Road site has been recognised by
both the Wildlife Trust and the Cambridge ACRE team as an
area of importance and which will benefit from support and
improvement. Around 400 whips are to be donated for hedging
which will need planting, and help would be much appreciated
with this work. Also, a large wildlife pond, funded largely by
National Lottery monies and Heritage aid is to be put in place
at the far end of that field, supervised by the ACRE group of
experts. Villagers already benefit from this field as an additional
place where they can engage with nature, and it is good to know
this hard work will make it an even better outdoor, natural space
to be appreciated by all.

Meanwhile, Barton Field (off Black Pit Drove, Rampton Road),
is becoming more established. The weather does not seem to
have damaged the remaining hedging along its length — which
will be in-filled shortly — and we can report that the field is well
used by local walkers. With the help of our Willingham Action
Group, we have reached the point where we can celebrate the
field with unveiling its large information board. All being well,
on 2 April at 11 am, we should be able to meet and enjoy a
community gathering there; everyone is welcome!

Spring and nesting time is fast approaching, so this is a gentle
reminder that March sees the end of serious machine-driven
hedge-cutting and tree works, and if hedges are encroaching on
our footpaths, correcting that now would be helpful since after
that date only smaller hand-tools may be used.

Buses: The Latest

The serious shortcomings of the new 5A bus service have
been highlighted in recent editions of Willingham News. The
Parish Council have written in strong terms to the Combined
Authority, who subsidise the service until March, pointing out
that the timetabling problems and cancellations have deterred
passengers. We hope that they listen and the subsidy will
continue beyond March to give a proper assessment of passenger
numbers. A revised timetable was created in February.

However, even if the service were run perfectly, it still might
not attract sufficient numbers to make it viable. Obvious
deterrents are that it only runs in one direction round the loop,
is only hourly, and it means taking two buses to get to any local
centres such as Cambridge or St Ives.

Stopping this bus route would be a disaster for those with no
other way of travelling the 1% miles to the Busway, so we must

find a way to continue it. Also, some sort of congestion charge
for Cambridge is inevitable, so in the longer term we need a
fast convenient link direct to Cambridge. The Parish Council
repeatedly makes these points in responding to all the recent
transport surveys. If you agree, please give us your support, and
continue to send us your thoughts on this important issue.

Highways Matters in Brief

The Parish Council and Clerk have regular meetings with the
Cambridge County Council Highways department, who are
aware of issues troubling parishes such as ours. Our village
boundary has been extended and the signage has yet to be
moved to recognise this. Repainting badly worn road markings
— particularly on the busiest road junctions — continue to be on
their list. Since the B1050 is now on ‘hold’ for at least another
financial year, potholes on Shelford Road have been patched
and from April there should be some levelling and maintenance
work carried out. The Newington footway is scheduled to be
slurry-sealed this spring.

Willingham And Over Community Warden Scheme

Just a reminder plus an appreciation of this scheme, supported
by Cambridge and Peterborough Age UK. This Warden scheme
offers a range of support from basic comfort — such as a visit
for a chat and cup of tea, to help with day-to-day matters like
shopping or facilitating phone calls, and to assistance with
accessing professional services. We are lucky to have a dedicated
Community Warden, Joanne, who can be contacted to discuss a
trial period or a more permanent regular service.
Call her on: 07812 496002.

Council meetings are generally held on the first Wednesday of
the month in the Octagon, starting at 7 30 pm. Agendas are
published on the website, the notice board outside the Public
Hall, and in the library. Members of the public are welcome
to attend and speak briefly or ask questions (see agendas for
further details).
Council Office Contact Details:
Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham, CB24 5LP

Tel: 01954 261027.

Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Opening hours: Monday — Thursday 10 am — 1 pm (closed
bank holidays).

Mrs Mandy Powell
Parish Clerk

D Law Parish Council Chair clirlaw@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 202188
N Harris Planning Chair clir.harris@wlllinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 07792 611226
P King Parish Council Vice Chair clir.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
L King Leisure & Amenities — Lead Clir clirlking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
B Mansfield Cemetery — Lead Clir clirmansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261540
J Smith Halls — Lead Clir clir.smith@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261141
J Watson Green & Boundary — Lead ClIr clirwatson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 200245
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment. If we are
closed, please call 111.

Patient Participation Group (PPG)

The PPG brings together patients, GPs and staff from a GP
Practice. They meet quarterly to discuss issues relating to
their surgery and the services provided to patients. This
allows GPs and staff to work with patients to plan services
which best meet the needs of the people who use those
services.

Our PPG is looking for new members from across the
patient demographic, particularly volunteers to act as
secretary and minute these meetings. If you are interested
please contact the chair Chris Thornhill, crthornhill@
gmail.com or sign up at Willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.
uk/practice-information/patient-information-group.

The next meeting will be 4 April at 7 pm, venue to be
confirmed.

Zero Tolerance

The Practice takes it very seriously if a member of staff or
one of the doctors or nursing team is treated in an abusive
or violent way.

All our staff aim to be polite, helpful, and sensitive to
all patients’ individual needs and circumstances. We
respectfully remind patients that very often staff could
be confronted with a multitude of varying and sometimes
difficult tasks and situations, all at the same time.

Aggressive behaviour, be it violent or abusive, will not
be tolerated and may result in you being removed from
the Practice list and, in extreme cases, the police being
contacted.

The following behaviour will be found unacceptable:

e Using bad language or swearing at practice staff

¢ Any physical violence towards any member of staff or
other patients

e Verbal abuse towards the staff in any form including
verbally insulting the staff

e Racial abuse and sexual harassment will not be
tolerated within this Practice

e Persistent or unrealistic demands that cause stress
to staff will not be accepted. Requests will be met
wherever possible and explanations given when they
cannot

¢ Threats and intimidation of any kind

e Causing damage/stealing from the Practice's premises,
staff or patients

¢ Obtaining drugs and/or medical services fraudulently

We ask you to treat your GPs and our staff courteously at
all times.

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY
Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2 Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50

Out of hours cover: Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

WILLINGHAM SURGERY
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 830-100 230-600
Appointments 830-1100 300-600
Tuesday 830-100 200-600
Appointments 830-1100 300-600
Ante Natal Baby Clinic 200-400
Wednesday 830-100 200-600
Appointments 830-1100 300-530
Thursday 830-100 200-600
Appointments 830-1100 300-600
Friday 830-100 200-600
Appointments 830-1100 300-530
Emergencies 400-600

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 830-100 230-600
Tuesday 830-100 200-700
Wednesday 830-100 200-600
Thursday 830-100 200-600
Friday 830-100 200-600

Missed Appointments

In January, 86 patients did not attend their appointment
at Willingham and 31 did not attend appointments at our
Longstanton Branch Surgery.

This equates to over 32 hours of clinical time lost, which
could have been used helping other patients who struggled
to get an appointment.

Please cancel your appointment if it is no longer needed.
This can be done either online, via the NHS app or by
calling the surgery and selecting option three to leave an
answerphone message.

Test Results

If you have not heard from the Practice via SMS within
two weeks of your blood test, please contact reception
for your results. Please be aware some swabs and cultures
may take longer to process.

Carers’ Meeting

If you are a carer for someone and need advice and financial
or emotional support, please come along to our carers’
support meeting on Wednesday 1 March at the surgery,
where we will be holding a drop- in meeting between 2 and
4 pm. Please come along and get some support from other
people in the local community. Refreshments provided, no
need to pre-book and completely free!

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every
month at the surgery. Please contact Sue Lawson at the
surgery or email her at susan.lawson7@nhs.net for more
information.

Lisa Smith
Assistant Practice Manager
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sTMary 7 All Saints

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM
www.5folds.org.uk

Services in Church
5March 1100am Holy Communion
12 March 1100 am Morning Praise

19 March 1100 am Morning Praise for
Mothering Sunday

26 March 1100am Holy Communion

Acorns, Oaks and Owils Club

Every Sunday at 11 am in the Octagon. A fun, activity
packed hour for children of all ages, from toddlers through
to teenagers. No need to book, just come along and join
in the fun!

Memory Box Café

Our next Memory Box Café will be on Saturday 11 March
from 10 am in the Octagon Hall behind the Church with
music, refreshments, laughter and fun for people living
with memory loss and their carers or family. (See opposite
page.)

Prayers for Ukraine

We continue to keep an area set aside in Church for those
who wish to spend some quiet reflective time to pray for
Ukraine and its people during daytime Church opening
hours. Also, every Thursday evening from 6 30 to 7 pm, we
offer a time to gather to pray for peace and an end to the
conflict. Everyone is welcome.

Octagon Hall

The Octagon is available for private bookings. For further
information and bookings, please contact Colin Smith at
the administration office, Tuesday to Friday from 9 30 am
to 12 noon, using the contact details shown below.

Contact Details

Rev Simon Gill is currently on sick leave. In his absence,
please contact one of those listed below:

Clergy:

Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk

Rev Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or jenny@5folds.org.uk
Licensed Lay Minister:

Canon Jan Payne 07780 674563 or jan.payne@
northstowe.church

5folds Administration Office:

Colin Smith 01954 203459 or admin@5folds.org.uk.

(-:n -
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BAPTIST CTHURCH

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ
www.willinghambaptist.org and n

Activities for March

Sunday Services, 10 am

Relaxed and informal service with songs, prayers and
teaching. All welcome at any stage of faith.

5 March Facing Injustice — Jesus and the Roman
Boss, Pontius Pilate.

12 March The Ancient Israelite Nation Living in the
Desert.

19 March Facing Humiliation — Jesus Mocked by the
Roman Soldiers.

26 March Facing Adversity — Jesus on the Cross.

Wednesday Fellowship — Every Week
10am Open Door for Coffee and Chat
10 am —4 pm ‘Warm Hub’ — Friendly Space for All

EVENTS

Open Door for Coffee: A friendly get-together at the
church for chat and refreshments. All welcome.

Community Lunch Club: Thursdays, bi-weekly 9 and
23 March. Booking essential. Contact Daphne on 01954
260568.

Men’s Breakfast: Saturday 18 March, once a month.
Hearty cooked breakfast with chat and an interesting talk
on Islands Around Britain.

TOPS Baby and Toddler Group: Tuesdays at 9 45 am. Meet
other families while the children play. For children up to
the age of five. Contact Debbie Allen on 01954 261581.

Nimble Fingers Craft Club: Mondays, 2 — 4 pm. Bring your

crafts and join with others, learn a new skill or just chat.
Contact Daphne on 01954 260568.

For all events contact: secretary@willinghambaptist.org

Catholic Parish of the Sacred
Heart, St lves

Details of services at St Ives at www.sacredheart-stives.org.
Mass is also held at 6 pm on Saturdays in the Octagon at Bar
Hill, next to the church at Hanover Close, CB23 8EH.

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia,
see www.rcdea.org.uk.

WILLINGHAM NEWS March 2023
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Thought for the Month

| wonder, what does Mothering Sunday make you think
of? My mind turns to the image of a mother hen and
her chicks. This picture prompts many family memories
for me ...

The mother hen reminds me of celebrations at my
grandmother’s large house in Somerset. Every Christmas
and summer holiday she would gather the whole family
‘brood’ for a party. When | was a youngster, there would
be some 25 of her ‘chicks’ or ‘grand-chicks’ there. The
extended family is even larger in number now.

| also think of my mum who is a great lover of animals.
She is a lady who merrily nursed lambs, piglets and pug
puppies in our home and garden alongside raising my
brother and me. She offered tender, loving, motherly
care to us all.

These days my mum lives in a nursing home on
account of her dementia. She is part of another family
there — a warm and wonderful community. My mum
finds herself nestled safely under the wings of the care
staff. It is a safe refuge for her in this last phase of life.
Such security is something not everyone knows today. |
am mindful of the many refugees and asylum seekers in
our world plus the turmoil of a deepening cost of living
crisis.

The hen and her chicks perhaps paint a helpful picture
in an age when family life takes diverse forms. Single
and in my late 40s, | am unlikely to ever be a mother.
Yet | cherish my nieces and godsons. Since childhood, |
have appreciated being part of a church family wherever
| have worshipped.

As we approach Mothering Sunday on 19 March, may
the mother hen caring for her chicks be of comfort to
you, whatever your family story.

Rev Lucy Cleland, Team Vicar in the 5folds Group
Willingham, Longstanton, Northstowe, Over &
Swavesey.

01954 277758 lucy@5folds.org.uk

Coronation Celebration
Sunday 7 May

The Parish Council has put aside a small budget to assist in
the arrangement of a village celebration day to mark the
coronation of King Charles and Queen Consort Camilla, and
Willingham Action Group (WAG) has offered assistance in
its organization. A picnic with some live music and an array
of craft and food stalls, similar to the Jubilee Picnic last year
(but hopefully with better weather), would be possible
subject to enough interest. So, if you are a provider of live
music, food, drink, crafts and the like, or if you would like
to add an event, such as your own street party (see www.
cambridge.gov.uk/street-parties), please make contact
with WAG on 07529 221954 or email willsus21@gmail.
com.

Willingham Action Group

Rosie In Stitches

We wish all our customers, supporters and especially all
the new Mums a Happy Mothering Sunday.

We are sharing our extensive catalogue on our facebook
page www.facebook.com/RosieinStitches so you can grab
yourself locally sourced, unique, beautifully crafted gifts
for special friends and family.

Come and see us in person at

Bar Hill Community Market
10 30 am to 2 pm on Saturday 4 March and Saturday
1 April

We have links to other stores on our www.
rosieinstitches.org.uk website, Aurelia London are offering
a complimentary Miracle Cleanser 50ml when you spend
£40! Worth £22.

We are continuing to accept donations of unwanted
crafting materials for our crafters to use or for us to sell
on eBay. We are still recruiting new crafters to our team.
New members are always welcome, whether to contribute
financially, to join our team of crafters or display a small
selection of our wares.

Contact Mary Sanders on 01223 356615. Further details
are given on our website www.rosieinstitches.org.uk.

Willingham Memory Box Café
Invites people living with memory loss
and their carers to join us for
Music, Refreshments, Company, and Fun
On
Saturday 11 March
10 am to 12 noon
in
The Octagon
behind the Parish Church, with

wheelchair access and no steps

No Charge
Sponsored by St Mary & All Saints Church
For further details please contact

Frances Watts 01954 200542
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Ceilidh for Ukraine

Saturday 4™ March
7.30 - 10.30 pm
at the Plowghman Hall
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St. Mary & All Saints
The Parish Church, Willingham
are holding

‘Floral Event’

to celebrate
‘The Coronation’
5t - 8t May.

Photography Club

We meet at the Baptist Church, where we aim to learn

more about photography and enjoy ourselves. There is

a monthly assignment and photos are submitted at the

following meeting for consideration and feedback from
our resident professional photographer.

The next meeting is Monday 20 March at 8 pm.

Requests have been made for Phil and he has kindly
agreed to repeat the wire wool light painting.

If the weather is against us, then assignment photos
and a presentation will fill the evening.

We cordially invite anyone who enjoys photography to

come along or get in touch to see what is on offer. Your

expertise level does not matter; nor does the nature of
your camera.

The membership cost is £20 for six months with the
first month free of charge for new members.

If you have any further questions, please contact,
Steve Moore at steve@stevemoorephoto.com.

0 HRH Charles Il

Willingham History Group

Willingham, Queen Boudicca and the Romans

The next meeting of the WHiGs is Tuesday 28 March
730 pm in the Octagon behind the church.

Note that we have moved from the second to the
fourth Tuesday of each month.

We aim to look into all types of history but anything
local is of special interest.

This month we will be looking at Queen Boudicca and
the Romans' possible link with Willingham.

We know that the Romans were here but could they
have met Boudicca?

£3 Admission to cover the cost of the room.

If you have any further questions, please contact:
Steve Moore at whigsinquire@gmail.com.
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Willingham Library

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
0345 0455225
Opening hours:
Tuesday: 10am—-1pmand 2-5pm
Thursday: 4 -7 pm
Friday: 10am -1 pm
Saturday: 10 am -1 pm

Your Online Account

Log in to your account at www.cambridgeshire/gov.uk/
library, using your library card number and PIN to see
your loans, renew items, search the catalogue and reserve
items. You can also access our online services with a wide
range of eBooks, eAudio books, eComics and eMagazines
— all free of charge. If you're not a library member yet, it’s
easy to join online or in person at any library.

Engage in the Afternoon, Wednesday 1 March, 2 -3 pm

Caroline Norton of the Family History Society will present
a talk entitled A Convict in the Family or a Case of Mistaken
Identity?

Family Lego Club, Wednesday 1 March, 3 30 -4 45 pm

Do you love Lego? Then we have the club for you on the
first Wednesday of every month! Come along to the library
and enjoy some time building with Lego. Age four and
over please and all children need to be accompanied by
an adult.

A Date for Your Diary — Thursday 6 April

Enjoy a visit to the library by author/illustrator Elena
Arevalo Melville who will be running a morning workshop
for children. Advance bookings only, tickets are £1 per
child. Further details to follow.

Friends of Willingham Library

Games Afternoons, Fridays 3 and 17 March, 2 -4 pm

Two opportunities again this month to come along and join
us for an enjoyable game of Scrabble or one of the other
games we have at the library. Or you can bring a favourite
game of your own from home to share.

Refreshments available, donations welcome.

Second-hand Book Sale,
Saturday 4 March, 10 30 am — 12 noon

We have an excellent selection of fiction and non-fiction
second-hand books for adults and children. Pop along to
the library and stock up for you and your family’s reading
needs. Books are just 50p each or three for £1.

Knit and Natter Afternoon,
Wednesday 15 March, 2 -4 pm

Joinusforaninformaland friendly gettogetheratthelibrary
bringing your knitting or any other type of needlework or
handicraft. We’ll be sitting and chatting while working on
our pieces and perhaps giving help and advice to others.
Refreshments will be available, donations welcome.

Poetry and Prose Evening
Wednesday 15 March, 7 30 pm

Leave the stresses of today’s world behind for a while
and join us for a lovely calm evening of poetry and prose.
The theme this time is Ireland for St Patrick’s Day. You are
welcome to read a piece you have chosen or even written
yourself. If you would rather not read, it’s fine to just come
and listen and it’s free! Drinks and nibbles available.

Cambridgeshire Libraries News

Sign up for the Library Service’s monthly emailed newsletter
to find out the latest about what’s going on in your local
libraries. www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-
leisure-culture/libraries/news-and-events/library-news.

Barton Field
Parishioners Invited

At 11 am on Sunday 2 April, we are hoping
to unveil the new signage at Barton Field.
If you have not yet been there it is a lovely
established space, well used by walkers and
their dogs too. It is off Black Pit Drove, a
rough drove leading south from Rampton
Road. The ever-busy supportive Willingham
Action Group together with both the Greens
and the Environmental Parish Councillors
have all worked to prepare the site for the
village. Now, the large information board
which will explain some of the flora and
fauna found living on the site as well as the
field’s history, is ready for visitors. Everyone
is welcome, so come along and perhaps
plan a nature trail or picnic!
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Update from Fen Drayton Lakes

Lapwings are wading birds that can be found in grasslands,
farmland and wetlands. They are well known for their
distinctive calls, giving them the alternative name 'peewit’,
their complex courtship displays and their striking
plumage, in particular their head crests. Sadly, lapwing
populations in the UK have declined significantly over
the past few decades, predominantly due to changes in
agricultural practices and the loss of suitable nesting
habitats, meaning that they are now a red-listed species
in the UK and are deemed a conservation priority. Here
at Fen Drayton Lakes, we have seen a steady decrease
in breeding numbers so are working to provide suitable
habitats and to implement effective habitat management
measures with the aim of helping the species recover.

Lapwing = Andy Hay [rspb-images.com)

Lapwings are ground-nesting birds that lay their eggs
in shallow scrapes, often in grassy fields. The chicks are
born precocial, meaning they leave the nest after hatching
and feed themselves with the help of their parents who
care for them until they fledge. Nesting lapwings require
suitable grass sward and vegetation conditions in order to
build their nests and rear their young. The ideal habitat
is an area of short, grazed grass with some scattered
tussocky vegetation and bare patches with nearby shallow
water margins. This type of habitat provides cover for the
birds, feeding areas for adults and chicks, and reduces the
risk of predation.

The grasslands of Ferry Mere along the northern edge
of the lake are the best area for nesting lapwings at the
reserve and we carry out management work to maintain
it as a suitable habitat. The area is grazed by cattle in the
summer and autumn to ensure suitable grass conditions
the following spring, when lapwings are looking to nest

with a majority low, even height. This enables the birds
to see around them and watch out for predators, thus
making them feel more secure and more likely to nest.

Having nearby tall trees and shrubs can deter lapwing
from nesting as they provide cover for ground predators,
such as foxes, and perching points for avian predators,
such as crows, that can take eggs and chicks. In previous
years we have worked to fell trees from around the ditches
on Ferry Mere and this past winter we have spent time
with our volunteer work group removing a dense area of
tall trees from the lake edge very near to our shallow pools
where lapwings are often seen and have nested in the
past. Not only will this improve the area for the birds, but
it also has the added benefit of opening up views of the
lake from the footpath and view shelter along the north
of Ferry Lake.

As we head into spring the large wintering lapwing
flocks will start to disperse, but we hope that some will
stay and choose to nest out on Ferry Mere or elsewhere
at the reserve. We will be carefully monitoring lapwing
numbers as part of our annual breeding bird surveying to
see the effects of our management work and determine if
there is more we can do. In fact, we are already working
on plans for another project to try to ensure the continued
presence of shallow pools that remain wet throughout the
breeding season. Watch this space for more details in the
future.

Wednesday Wander

Ever thought you’d like to know more about the reserve
and its wildlife? Volunteer-led guided walks take place
once a month, usually on the second Wednesday.

Dawn Chorus Walk

Be an early bird and join us on a morning walk around
Fen Drayton Lakes to experience the magic of the spring
dawn chorus. Listen to the spectacular sounds of the
birds bursting into song as the sun rises over the lakes on
Saturday 29 April.

To see further details and book for one of our upcoming
events, please visit: events.rspb.org.uk/fendraytonlakes.

Email: fendraytonlakes@rspb.org.uk.
Phone: 01954 233260.

Poem for March
March winds blow across the Fen
and nature hides itself away.
But somewhere heralding the Spring
two hares express their love of play.

They meet, rise up majestically,
their long ears listening
and still all on the fields around them

lie hints of soft snow glistening.

Christine Lacey
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Renovations and Extensions
Loft Conversions
Kitchens and Bathrooms
Design and Installation
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01223 737900
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If you are looking to undertake any building wark
from general home renovations to kitchen
nstallations or even looking to build a new home,
we offer a complete service, Comprehensive

quotations, clear project management and
timelines, clear communication, design halp and
mplementation, delivered by an experienced team
Call or email for a quote or general advice

L CEELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS LTD

e Specialist in wiring Heating Systems and fault finding
e CCTV

e Domestic and Commercial Work

e New Installations

e Periodic Inspections / EICR

e Re-wiring

Portable Appliance Testing

Fire Alarm Serving and Installation

Electric Car Chargers — OLEV approved installer
Emergency Lighting, Data and Network

24/7 Emergency Call out
e Fault finding and repairs

CHAS i mmm

prPP— APPROVED
P CONTRACTOR

Please call or email to arrange your free survey on:

Mob: 07833 133990

Tel: 01954 261501

Advertise
Your Business
Here

With copies of Willingham News going
to over 2000 homes every month

Applications are invited for inclusion
in all 9 remaining issues for 2023

Prices for all 9 issues

1/2 page greyscale E57T8 = approx £65 per issue
1/4 page greyscale £289 = approx £33 per issue
1/8 page greyscale £159 = approx £18 per issue
1/16 page greyscale £98 = approx £11 per issue

For further information email
advertising. wnews@vyahoo.co.uk

Or wiew the Advertising page on the Willingham Mews
section of the Willingham Life website at

Willinghamlife.org

A contact section ks included at the bottom of the page

Ic.electrical@btinternet.com
l WAKEBRO
¥ "= CONSTRUCTION

Carpentry Specialist - New Builds — Extensions — Loft
Conversions — Expert Kitchen Fitters — Bespoke Joinery

Your local family run business providing high quality
home improvements for over 40 years!

For quotes and enquiries contact Jonathan Wake

07984380221 - wakebroconstruction@hotmail.com
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Cambridgeshire County Councillor — Neil Gough

Dear Residents, here is my update of County Council
matters, based upon my report to the Parish Council.

2023-24 Budget

A proposal to set a balanced budget in 2023-24 was
reviewed at Full Council on 7 February. The proposed
budget bridges a potential funding gap of £21.4 million as
a result of rising costs of energy and pressure on essential
services, even after finding more than £10 million of
additional savings or income.

The Government’s provisional Local Government
Funding settlement in December proposes that CCC’s
‘core spending power’ should increase by 9.5%, but that
already assumes that the Council would raise Council Tax
by the maximum (4.99%) allowed without a referendum.
In other words, the Government expects local tax payers
to shoulder most of the extra costs. This would see band D
properties in the county paying an additional £73 per year.

Highways — Current Issues

Residents will be aware of the deterioration of the B1050,
which has been raised with County Highways. The longer-
term structural issues have been exacerbated by the
impact of the summer drought.

Many roads across Cambridgeshire have been acutely
affected by extreme weather this year, including the
B1050. The peat and clay soils in the area make them
susceptible to shrinkage when drying out and expansion
after wet weather. The extreme weather of 2022 put
unbearable stress on many roads.

Unfortunately, the ultimate solution of digging out and
completely rebuilding these roads would cost millions
of pounds per kilometre — money the Council just does
not have. Notwithstanding these long-term challenges, a
short-term plan to make repairs to the B1050 was outlined
at the last meeting with the Highways team and this will
require a road closure.

Our Highways team have been working with counterparts

in Norfolk and Suffolk, and they are seeking a joint
meeting with officials at the Department for Transport.
We have also raised the matter directly with the Chair of
the National Infrastructure Commission. We will continue
to draw attention to these issues and the potential links to
climate change at a national level.

Potholes have also worsened following the December
freeze and subsequent wet weather, unsurprisingly given
the long-neglected infrastructure resulting from decades
of underfunding and a policy of ‘managed decline’ of the
highways.

We have been actively working with our Local Highways
Officer to log potholes and other road surface failures for
action in our regular meetings. A concerted effort to fill
potholes is underway and is making progress (even though
it may not appear that way!).

Here are some useful links to CCC’s website:

How long does it take to fix a road fault? tinyurl.
com/2p8mr5wj.

Report a highways emergency. tinyurl.com/489wuw?76.

5A Service

The reliability and timetabling of the 5A service continues
to undermine the quality and usefulness of the service.
Stagecoach acknowledged the problems with buses
keeping to schedule and have confirmed to me that the
timetable of the 5A service was modified to better reflect
the journey time and to improve punctuality. This new
timetable was introduced on 18 February.

As always, please feel free to contact me with your
thoughts, views and issues.

Neil Gough 07919 990299,
neilgoughcrw@gmail.com.

Willingham Brownies Need your Help

The Willingham Brownie unit reopened over a year ago
and is very popular with the girls in the village. So popular
that we are full, with a waiting list. At the moment we
only have two leaders which restricts our numbers to 16.
If we had one or more regular helpers we could increase
this number to 24 and significantly reduce the waiting
list. We are grateful to the parents who do help us on an
occasional basis but we really need regular weekly help.

If you are over 18 years old, like to have fun and work
with girls aged seven to ten years then why not come and
join us? You will be joining an experienced leadership

team and full training will be provided. Your commitment
can be from as little as one hour a week during term time
but can be as much as you want it to be.

To give you a taste of some of the things we have done
since September 2021, we have had craft evenings,
science evenings, talent shows to raise money for
Children in Need, played games, lit fires outside and
cooked on them, learnt First Aid, been on Pack Holidays
and much more.

If you want to find out more, email Lynn and Linda on
1stwillinghambrownies@gmail.com.
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DEMISE JACKSOMN IMTERIORS

| hand sew beautiful bespoke CLRTAIMS, BLIMDS
AMD SOFT FURMISHIMNGS [hal are tallored o your
ndivicual neads

| have a LOVELY RAHGE OF FABRRICS from leading
companies or can make use of fabnc you may
already have. | also have a range of guality
TRACKS AHD POLES 1o supply and fit

A R Aspinall & Sons Ltd

WWE STOHK A FANTASTIC MARNGE CFF FMATLIRAL FAYIRG
PFPRONFUUL TS CONME ARMDF WNISIT CFLIK MEW EHSRFLAY APFEA.

WE DFFER & FREE LOCAL DELNWERY SERWIEE |

deniseddenisajacksonintencrs.couk

3 Lang .r._."I-:_:-"uu_ Chelar, Cambe -:_1r_;.',-','h|r|_'_ CBz4 5PG

STEFAN'S BUILDING

07575 724942
BECALERE VLR MO LT TR
EXTENSIONS PLASTERING
GARAGES BRICKLAYING

CONSERVATORIES GARDEN FENCING
PAINTING DECORATING

£ @StefanBuilding
M steranBUILDING 1977 @GMAIL COM

CALL FOR A FREE PROMT QUOTATION
MKH PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Phone 07808056881 or
Email eng@mkhpropertymaintenance.co.uk

Website
www.mkhpropertymaintenance.co.uk

T i S R ST DR O O L
' | WWW.STEFANBUILDINGS.CO.UK
Kee Your 93 .. your friendly independent
B | P 77 Posy and Ster florist in Willingham
l H Ouse Ha ppy !  For beautiful flowers, seasonal and locally sourced wherever possible.
Tel: 01954 261519 / 07792 184644 Email: helen@posyandstem.co.uk
PAINTING, DECORATING B~
TILING, PLUMBING
All General Maintenance — —
Kitchen & bathroom supply and installation Tes BUSHEL BT o www bushelboxfarmshop.co.uk
Company Maintenance Work Foorm Shaop 01954 206015
Local Fruit, Vegetables, Eggs, Preserves & more
No'JobToo Swall, Open Tues - Fri 10 - 6 and Sat until 4
— L4 130 Station Rd Willincham CB24 5HG i3
Fully Insured ALAN'S CARPETS
Carpets and Vinvl Supplied and Fitred
DBS checked

W have been in the carpet trade for over 471 years

Lamples to your home, Measure, Quate
Express dedivery and fitting inchuded

Phone OF50 681317 or 0750 544250

SUTTON TREE SERVICES

s FEDGE EEINTERASCE

n TELL FEFEsaL, FLLLING i SIS
P TR T

a T etk

a FRALY PSSP

& WFTC Qi FIRD

Furara ¢l 10 i oy yoe i IR Iy 18 STaEregE 8 P opam
Find Towfy Q000 53080 & QLIS FPR DM
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South Cambridgeshire District Councillor — Bill Handley

Good news on Funding for Housing

SCDC has been awarded £4.5 million as part of the
Government’s Local Authority Housing Fund. The funding,
for this financial year and 2023-24, is to help the Council
to acquire 30 additional homes. These will initially be used
to accommodate refugees from Ukraine and Afghanistan
but, when they are no longer needed for this purpose,
the homes will be available through the council housing
waiting list.

Homes for Ukraine: Hosts Still Needed for Guests
Already in South Cambridgeshire

Hosts are still desperately needed across South
Cambridgeshire to support families who have already
arrived from Ukraine, with hosts eligible to receive up to
£500 a month as a thank you payment. Around 770 people
from Ukraine have already arrived in South Cambridgeshire
and with the war continuing - and it not being safe for
many families to return - there is an ongoing demand to
provide them with a safe place to stay. Under the Homes
for Ukraine scheme, hosts sign up to provide a home to
guests for a minimum of six months. However, around 20%
of current hosts are not able to continue past that initial six-
month point. It means that guests who have been staying
with them would benefit from alternative accommodation
locally, so they can continue to build on the relationships
and community connections they have already been able
to make. Hosts receive comprehensive support from the
District Council, along with a £350 monthly Government
‘Thank you’ payment.

The District Council also offers an additional opt-in
monthly payment to hosts of £150. This takes the total
host payment to £500 per month. Anyone who can offer
a spare room and warm welcome is being asked to text
ROOM to 88802 so the Council can support them through
the process and match hosts to guests who have already
started to settle in the local area.

Voter ID

From May this year, voters will be required to show photo
IDin polling stations before being allowed to vote. Although
there are no scheduled elections in South Cambridgeshire
after May this year, we’re encouraging voters to think
about this now and (if they do not have the required ID) to
apply for their free Voter ID now. They can apply for their
Voter Authority Certificate online. For further information
about voter ID requirements and other elements of the
Elections Act 2022, please visit the Electoral Commission
website tinyurl.com/3mz33vh7. There will also be a short
article on this subject in the Spring edition of the South
Cambridgeshire Magazine.

The Coronation of His Majesty the King and Her Majesty
the Queen Consort

The Coronation of King Charles 11l and the Queen Consort
will take place on the morning of 6 May. On 7 May, a
Coronation Concert at Windsor Castle will showcase
the country’s diverse cultural heritage in music, theatre
and dance. One of the highlights will be ‘Lighting up the
Nation’, in which iconic locations across the UK will be lit up
with projections, lasers, drone displays and illuminations.
Throughout the UK, Coronation Big Lunches will bring
communities together on 7 May with street parties also
taking place across the weekend.

Theweekend of celebrationswillend withthe BigHelp Out
on 8 May, which will highlight the impact of volunteering.
This will encourage people to get involved with activities
run by local community groups, organisations and charities
and volunteer-involving organisations wanting to join in
can sign up here: thebighelpout.org.uk/.

Bill Handley

Clir.handley@scambs.gov.uk, 01954 200287 (please leave
a message)

Facebook: www.facebook.com/libdems3rdMay18/

Sudoku Solution

Harrison’s wordsearch solution

1151612873914
sloal2l3l6lals5]|7!1 S OPHALKERRNETPH
D ONCFEODODCCHA AN NS
7]3[{416]912)115]8 UPSIHATS SOHURTPR
98|54 (3|1]68]2|7 T UE SNVWOBCOBGL
6(2|1]7[5]|8]4([3]9 SLIBFESMIOPOSH
31117181216l9l4|5 DRNACRYRARSBIUDO
ROMNKCSEOFFILICERHN
2]141911]17]518]6]3 T GOEXOBLEHS SUSBE
5|6(8]9(4|3)7|1]2 AORROORCHARDEY
Book Quiz Answers FEBYOETAGHGINEP
1 Harper Lee, 2 George Orwell, 3 Charles Dickens, 4 Herman Melville, SENTATATREGEUTOTESR Y L U ©
5 JRR Tolkien, 6 lain Banks, 7 JK Rowling, 8 Jane Austen, 9 James Joyce, ALTEIRIOTM W O L VESHT
10 F Scott Fitzgerald. AAUCTIONHOUSEH!L
WILLINGHAM NEWS March 2023 19



(ambs Oven
leaning
Revive Your Oven,

Contact Adam Morley on 07584 684853
Facebooki@cambsovencleaning

Vward Solutions Ltd

— —
WILLFLOWER FLORISTS
L ] 134 Rampton Rood
‘1-. WILLIMGHMAM
5 ,_:‘- Ted: OL958 260 B3IX
|I!" Froeall Lwd Flowery, Howguefs Wraaif s,
Wrddimg Flomwery and Arrongemenis
e — =

EDGAR FARRELL

§— CONSTRUCTION—

WWW.EDGARFARRELL.CO.UK

T e - .

;"ﬁ BATHROOM & KITCHEN FITTING

EDGARFARRELLZ@YAHOO SOUE  OFRIDEO08SE

= O P s Pl o, B P

=
| % NEW BUILDS/ EXTENSIONS/ CONVERSIONS &

A
Heating & Plumbing

ot and o baoller servicing. breckcdowrs
Boller upgrodes and heating installotions
tatrwocm and Walroom nsiakaticns
Ur-wimted Sdindes inthallaliant senasing
Al typet of plumbing and Radating
WIS Lnertoken

Lol Triendly services with over
aiife 14 yeors eapetence 2

Andrew Lechy mobie: 07833 20449%
Ermail: andygiacaplumbing. co.uk
Wi aplumbing.co.uk

Struggling with
ill health?

Living with chronic
pain?

Can't get a good
night's sleep?

Traditiznal Disoover how
Five Elernent Acupunciure wairking an your heakih

with o Fully quob fied
Five Element acupunsturist
LM yOur AErOus SyEMM  con trarsform your outloak.

diagnoses the root cause

relaxes tense muscles
2 Phara af amall teday

hor your FREE 20=minute

rebalances your body
cormuliation with

nourishes mind ancd spirit ] Willingham
acupun turist
N Koye Resney
Facial .;." Lic. Ao,
enharcamert # B4 Herm.
oeupancture J ; BARAET

nee oailable L
O759% 058748

koyeelr-goupunctue.com

Vs ) e &
ko garuion a

kr-oaupunciure.com L O Vembes [EE—

A DESIGN
S BUILD

AJ Carpentry

Domestic & Commercial Carpentry & Bullding Services

AJ ELECTRICAL

Domaestic and Commercial Electrical Contractors

Your local, family run business specialising in
transforming project dreams into reality!

Extensions — Refurbishments — Conversions —
Kitchens — Flooring — Electrical work — Bespoke
furniture - AND SO MUCH MORE!

o
07989 341724 01954 202267
www.ajcarpentry.co.uk
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WHAT'S ON

Sat 11 March

Mon 13 March

Wed 15 March

Wed 15 March

Fri 17 March

Sat 18 March

Mon 20 March

Thu 23 March

Sat 25 March

Sun 26 March

Tue 28 March

Memory Box Café

My Life as a Professional Pop
Photographer in the 1960s with

Brian Bignell

Knit & Natter Afternoon

Poetry & Prose Evening
Theme: Ireland for St Patrick’s Day

Games Afternoon

Breakfast & Talk: Islands Around Britain
Wire Wool Light Painting with Phil
Community Lunch Club

Photographic Exhibition

Northstowe Indoor Market

Willingham, Queen Boudicca &

the Romans

Parish Church

Women's Institute

Friends of Willingham
Library (FOWL)

Friends of Willingham
Library (FOWL)

Friends of Willingham
Library (FOWL)

Men’s Breakfast
Photography Club
Baptist Church

Swavesey Camera Club

Northstowe Indoor
Market

WHIGs

Octagon

Social Club

Library

Library

Library

Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church

Swavesey

Memorial Hall

Pathfinder School
Hall

Octagon

DATE EVENT ORGANISATION VENUE EXTRA INFO
Wed 1 March | A Convict in the Family or a Case of
Mistaken Identity? with Caroline Norton Engage in the Afternoon | Library 2-330pm, see pl4d
Wed 1 March | Carers’ Support Meeting Surgery Surgery 2—4 pm, see pl10
Wed 1 March | Family Lego Club Library Library 330-445pm, see pla
Wed 1 March | Parish Council Meeting Parish Council Octagon 7 30 pm, see p9
Fri 3 March Games Afternoon Friends of Willingham
Library (FOWL) Library 2—4 pm, see pl4
Sat 4 March Second-hand Book Sale Friends of Willingham 1030 am —12 noon,
Library (FOWL) Library see pl4
Sat 4 March Rosie in Stitches Stall Bar Hill Community Bar Hill Church 1030 am -2 pm,
Market Octagon see p12
Sat 4 March Ceilidh for Ukraine Ceilidh for Ukraine Ploughman Hall | Doors open from 7 15 pm,
see p6 & p13
Mon 6 March | Annual General Meeting and Doors open from 7 pm,
Springtime Q & A Gardening Club Social Club see p5
Wed 8 March | Willingham News Deadline Willingham News See p3, articles to be sent
to: willinghamnews@gmail.com
Thu 9 March | Community Lunch Club Baptist Church Baptist Church Booking essential, see p11

10 am —12 noon, see p12

7 30 pm, see p7

2 -4 pm, see pld

7 30 pm, see pl4

2—4pm, see pl4d
7 45 am, see pl11

8—10 pm, see p13

Booking essential, see p11

10am—4 pm,

see Feb’s issue

930am-130pm,

see Feb’s issue

7 30 pm, see p13
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JASON KIRBY

Professional Painting
& Decorating Lid

A Pmﬁ?ssiﬂrmf Service
from Start to Finish

Tel: 01954 211775
www.jasonkirbyltd.co.uk

-/

English Crge |

BEAUTY HOUSE

~\ BEAUTY - SPA TREATMENTS - RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,
HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176 Email: infoeenglishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

\E J/@ﬁy@

:’f"vié |
Hair ~ [ Studio

T i P ity

Our salon offers all aspects of
hairdressing including wedding hair
with a personal touch. We can come

to you on your special day.
Tel: 01954 260224
38 Church Street, ‘H’iﬁ?ﬂgﬁﬂm, CBzy 5HT.

oects, Home & Garden

o L °
2epssé Handyman Services
¥ o

Z g QUALITY, insured workmanship
i ,n'(f- at very competitive pricing.

M/‘ % Internal and external works

undertaken. No job is too small.
Reliable. < Experience with vulnerable people.
< ENHANCED DBS security checked.

Honest. % Discount schemes offered.
Local. M: 07562 212056 T:01487 842968
Friendly E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk

W: epshomeworks.co.uk

DOWN TO EARTH
ELECTRICAL LTD

info@downzelectrics.couk
0770Q 084618

NAPIT

DOMESTIC ¢ COMMERCIAL o INDUSTRIAL

A Wilingham based company offenng full electrcal services

Electrical Instaliation & Design Senaces

Periodic Testing & Inspection EICRLandiord/PAT)
Fault Investigation & Dragnosis

Maintenance & Rectification Senaces

n @ @0own2Electrics

vwww . down2electncs co uk

O’MALLEY SOLICITORS

Family Law Specialists

Divorce * Matrimonial Property & Finances + Co-habitation
Disputes Children Matters - Prenuptial Agreements.

With over 16 years’ experience, we take a sympathetic and
sensitive approach to Marriage and Family breakdowns.
Contact us on 01954 202075.

O’MALLEY SOLICITORS
84 Rampton Road, Willingham, Cambridge, CB24 5JQ
Tel: 01954 202075 E-mail: omalleysolicitors@googlemail.com
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
SRA No: 318339

b

Kirsty Cornwell Coaching -
|NLP Practitioher, Qllie Coach and Hypnotherapist

Hetping chdidren and aduits 0 manage thelr émodons
ContaCt FOr SerVices and appointments avallabie

Laiaiy). KirstyOornue] CoaChing.Co,ukK
Ther Costring Cabin, 3 Cheeth S, ainghsn., Canbeipe CBav SHE

3 i Mobili: SeRosbosts

B L

Emall: Mirpecornyene@gmal.com
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY

Please notify Willingham News of any changes

Council and Parish Council 01954 261027
Community County Councillor Neil Gough 07919 990299 / neilgoughcrw@gmail.com
District Councillor Bill Handley 01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk

District Councillor Dan Lentell cllr.lentell@scambs.gov.uk

Willingham Community Planning Group 07529 221954 / communityplanning@willinghamlife.org

Services Police 101
Surgery 01954 260230

Dispensary for repeat prescription requests 01954 207602

Library 0345 045 5225

Pharmacy 01954 261787

Over Surgery 01954 231550

Urgent Care Cambridgeshire 111

Community Warden Joanne Twinn wardens@ageukcap.org.uk 07812 496002

Patient Participation Group Chris Thornhill crthornhill@gmail.com

Schools Primary School Mr Dave Morel 01954 283030
Willingham Out Of School Club (3—6 pm only) Mrs M Lenk 01954 283033

School Governors Chairperson Chris Shaw chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk

School Association c/o school 01954 283030

British School Trust Ray Croucher 01954 261113

Children Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Matt Haigh adventure@ 1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only) Mrs Kate Van Dort 01954 201567

Koala Kidz, Children's Day Nursery Mrs Edith Jeffrey 01954 260046

Brownies, Guides and Rangers Lynn McGoff willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk

First Steps Vicky Page vickypage85@gmail.com

TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group) Debbie Allen 01954 261581

Little Rainbows Baby & Toddler Group Tiko Pending tmwale31@gmail.com

Halls Ploughman Hall Bookings through Parish Council 01954 261027
Wilford Furlong Centre 01954 261445

The Octagon admin@5folds.org.uk

Baptist Bookings and Rentals Jenny Ambrose secretary@willinghambaptist.org

Willingham Social Club Bookings Lynne Sadler 01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com

Willingham Youth Centre bookings enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org

Local Allotments Sue Ayling 01954 260718
Representatives Billavincea Lodge 8719 Mr M Scrivener 01480 413533
Fen Edge Community Association Eileen Wilson chair@fenedge.co.uk

Over & District Royal British Legion Jane Matthews 07983 630265 / overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com

OWLS Community Car Scheme Lorraine Hunt 07505 254363

Willingham Action Group (WAG) Paul Knighton 07787 530394

Willingham Combined Charities Lynn McGoff clerk@willinghamcombinedcharity.org.uk

Willingham RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser Graham Atherton 01954 260331

Willingham Bee Group Chairman Steve Smith 07795 215071

Clubs Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL) willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
Willingham Carpet Bowls Club David Young 01954 200561 / orchardist44@ntlworld.com

Willingham Gardening Club willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com

Willingham Social Club Lynne Sadler 01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com

Willingham Jam Club Julian Eales 01954 201818

Willingham Photography Club Steve Moore stevemoorephotographs@gmail.com

Willingham Running Club Monica Garcia gcompass.monica@gmail.com

Willingham Youth Club Jack Stinton enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org

Women'’s Institute Wendy Law 01954 202188

Sport Angling Colin Dodd 07773 719330
Badminton Emma Byrom 01954 202481

Bowls Club Mark Chapman (Sec) mark.chapmanwbc@gmail.com
Willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com

Cricket Club Mr R Ambrose 01954 610113

Cycling Club — www.willinghamwheels.com Paul Knighton 07787 530394

Tennis Club John Graham 01954 231968

Willingham Diamonds Netball Club Emma Byrom 01954 202481

Willingham Sports Pavilion through Parish Council 01954 261027

Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football) Jamie Smith (Sec) 01954 261141

Churches Mothers’ Union Mrs Sue Hayden 01954 260363
Baptist Church Jenny Ambrose secretary@willinghambaptist.org

Methodists (Ministerial Contact) Rev Simon Oliver 07554 202929

Roman Catholic Priest Rev Thomas J Walton 01480 462192

Parish Church

Lucy Cleland

01854 277758 lucy@5folds.org.uk
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HANDPICKED
VILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas &
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas
of traditional local culture.

Call for a brochure or to speak to one
of our specialists 01954 261431
or visit our website
vintagetravel.co.uk

GREECE  SPAIN e LANZAROTE ¢ BALEARICS ¢ PORTUGAL @ SABTA
TURKEY * FRANCE * ITALY  CROATIA * CYPRUS &/ ABTANoVS43

Selling or Letting your Willingham home
for the best price takes experience,

skill and commitment.

T
TYLERS

four office coverage helps, too!
Ensure your home gets the coverage it deserves,

Call Tylers.

1
TYLERS

WEErE.met
tylers.net

SPECIALISING IN THE
SALE OF HOMES IN
WILLINGHAM AND THE
SURROUNDING VILLAGES

Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

At Thompson Taraz Rand we understand your
business and tax needs and provide a range of
services to meet your requirements, including:

e Accounts Preparation
e Self Assessment
¢ Taxation Advice

Thompson Taraz Rand

Chartered Accountants | Business Advisers

e Business Start-ups
e Business Planning '

e Payroll Services .
36a Church St, Willingham

* Online Accounting Cambridge CB24 5HT

info@thompsontarazrand.co.uk

.. 01954 263000

www.thompsontarazrand.co.uk




