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Willingham News
FREE TO EVERY HOME willinghamnews@gmail.com
village website: www.willinghamlife.org May 2022



2 WILLINGHAM NEWS May 2022

WILLINGHAM NEWS January 2021                                                                                                                                                     13

45 Viking Way, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB23 8EL

IJC is a family run Cambridgeshire 
business with over 30 years’ experience.

We offer a comprehensive range of 
domestic and small commercial works 
across all forms of building, plumbing, 
heating and renewable services.

call us on: 01954 782920
or visit: www.ijcbuildingservices.co.uk

we’ve got your home 
improvements covered

PLUMBING & HEATING

BUILDING SERVICES

fit a new boiler 

upgrade your heating system  

annual service for your boiler

bathroom & kitchen installation 

new build 

home renovation

 WE’RE HIRING! Contact us for permanent  or subcontract vacancies

 
 

 

 

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
STAIRLIFTS, SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, 

RISING CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, TOILET & 
BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD 

AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

SCOTSDALES GARDEN 
CENTRE,   

HORNINGSEA, CB25 9JG  

Tel: 01223 863908  

www.orchard-mobility.co.uk 

 

Monday - Saturday 9.00-5.00  

Do you need business  nance?
Your local, independent specialist can help you to  nd the 
best deal to support your business and accelerate growth.

•  Asset  nance  •  Cash ow/Invoice  nance 
•  Property  nance  •  Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years.
Authorised and regulated by the

Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us 
today on 01223 848 844 or visit our website

www.smefunding.uk

Member of the National Association of Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s 
Of ce (ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a 

number of  nance providers based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission 
for such introductions. SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.          

Registered of ce: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON 
A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

!
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Do you need business fi nance?
We’re based in Willingham, your local, independent specialist.

We fi nd the best deals for your business.

• Asset fi nance • Aviation • Card Processing savings 
• Cashfl ow • Commercial mortgages • Invoice fi nance 

• Marine • Property fi nance • Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years. Our clients tell us 
that we save them both time and money.

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us today on 
01223 848 844 or visit our website

www.smefunding.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970. Member of the National 
Association of Commercial Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s Offi ce 

(ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a number of fi nance 
providers based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission for such introductions.

SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.
Registered offi ce: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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   Edgar Farrell 

                  Construction 
                                               WWW.EDGARFARRELL.CO.UK 

  

   

                            
                                

                                                 

                                                                                        

 
 

Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 Experience with vulnerable people. 

 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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Bin Collections – usually Fridays

Note some different collection days

Saturday 7 May Black

Friday 13 May Blue and Green 

Friday 20 May Black 

Friday 27 May Blue and Green 
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PLEASE NOTE:

Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present 
(with the exception of March 2006) are now available on the 
Willingham Life website run by WAG:
www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham-magazine back -issues

Advertising
Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues 
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to: 
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your emails Adverts.

The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention that 
you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you all very 
much.

To contact local police, phone 101 or email: 
SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News Ltd 
and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to ensure 
the accuracy of the content of the submissions, but this 
cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right to edit or omit 
articles at our discretion. The views expressed in readers' 
letters are not necessarily those of the editorial team. Send 
your contributions to willinghamnews@gmail.com as an 
email attachment of up to 250 words (no pdfs) to arrive 
before the monthly deadline. Paper copy can be dropped 
off at the library. The Editorial Team comprises Liz Cosford, 
Jane Dowle, Wendy Law, Frances Watts, James Watts and 
Trevor Weston.

Deadline for your contributions is the 8th of each 
month.

If you have any changes to the Village 
Directory please send them to us at: 

willinghamnews@gmail.com

New Deliverer Required for  
Station Road. 
See page 6 for details.
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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Old Willingham

Willingham is rightly 
proud of its Parish 
Church which is 
a Grade 1 listed 
building and contains 
an amazing amount 
of history going 
back to the 1200s. 
The current church 
was built on top 
of an older church 
probably dating back 
another 300 years. 
Some fragments of 
this can be seen in 
the porch. What is 
less well known is that the building had been allowed to 
descend into serious disrepair due to a series of ’absent’ 
rectors in Victorian times. These men just took the tithes 
and money but spent little or no time in the village. This 
fuelled the rise in non-conformist churches such as the 
Baptists and Methodists. 

The arrival of Reverend Watkins in the 1890s changed all 
this. He lived in the village and invested his own money in 
restoring the church to what we see today. The entire east 
end had to be re-built and this month’s photo, taken during 
this work, shows how bad the old building had become. 
The maintenance of the building is still the responsibility 
of the local village and not the Church of England and it is 
an expensive task.

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com.
If you have stories or memories about this picture, 

please contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@
oldwillingham.com.

Full Steam Ahead for  
Scouting Adventures in 2022

After a two-year wait, 1st Willingham Scouts were finally 
able to return to overnight adventures for their young 
people last month. Camps, and other nights away from 
home, are a core part of the experiences we provide for 
our young people as they are a huge catalyst for developing 
independent skills and new friendships. 

Our Beaver section (age 6 – 8) start collecting their 
‘nights away’ badges with a simple, local overnight camp 
and progress on this journey through Cubs (age 8 – 10) 
and Scouts (age 10 – 14). By the time they move on to 
Explorers (age 14 – 17) they will already be completing 
expeditions carrying all their kit or spending a whole week 
away on camp.

For our Scout section, the expedition challenge is a key 
part of their programme where they are required to plan 
and carry out a two-day expedition to explore somewhere 
new. Last month they undertook a trip by train from 
Cambridge to Sheringham on the North Norfolk coast to 
complete this award. 

Given some broad parameters for the expedition, our 
Scouts spent an evening meeting getting to grips with the 
East Anglian rail network, using train timetables to work 
out how to get from Cambridge to Sheringham (and back), 
along with a hike route plan to take them along the scenic 
North Norfolk coast. 

Our trip included:

• A two-stage train journey on the way out, followed by a 
7 km hike.

• A trip on the North Norfolk Railway steam train and an 
overnight stay at Sheringham Youth Hostel, with the 
Scouts planning, purchasing and cooking their meals.

• A visit to Sheringham lifeboat station and a town 
treasure trail, followed by a three-stage train journey 
on the way home. 

We were very fortunate 
to have the company of 
four Young Leaders from 
our local Explorer Scout 
Unit who made a massive 
contribution to the 
success of the weekend. 

We had a fantastic 
weekend away with all 
the Scouts achieving their 
expedition challenge 
award and are looking 
forward to more 
adventures in 2022. 

If you are interested 
in supporting our 
opportunities for young people, then please get in touch: 
adventure@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk.

Matt Haigh 
Group Scout Leader, 1st Willingham Scout Group

Expedition planning

The Willingham History &  
Iducation Group (WHIGs) 

The WHIGs are the new village history group open to 
everyone. Our regular meetings will feature three talks 
of 5 minutes, 15 minutes and 30 minutes duration on a 
wide range of local, regional and further afield bygone 
topics.

Our Summer 2022 Season will feature topics such as 
the Nazi Spy of Willingham, William the Conqueror’s 
time here, as well as the village’s celebrated History of 
Orchards.

Do you have an idea for a talk? Is there someone 
you would like to hear from? If so, please answer 
this call for ideas and topic suggestions by contacting 
whigsinquire@gmail.com.

Steve Moore



The Over Day Centre Bike Rides 
Sunday 12 June 

Group start of the 2021 ride

Join us for one of the bike rides and after-ride social with 
live music, food and drink at the Over Community Centre 
in support of the Over Day Centre, a charity providing 
professional care and friendship for older members of the 
community around South Cambridgeshire.

A choice of five rides – something for everyone: 
Marked 50 mile ‘challenge’ 
Marked 20 mile ‘have a go’ 
7.5, 8 or 14 mile for family and casual riders 
For details and to register, go to www.overdaycentre.

co.uk/bike-ride or call 07787 530394.
To donate: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/odc-bike-

rides-2022.
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Memories of Willingham  
50 Years Ago – Part One

This article is an attempt to describe our village as it 
used to be. As my memory is not perfect I’m sure to 
have missed some things out and I apologise for this.

When our family moved to Willingham in 1968 it was a 
very different village from the one we live in today. To 
begin with it was much smaller then. No Saxon Way, no 
Balland Field, no Pyrethrum Way, and hardly any of the 
smaller developments we know today. When we arrived, 
Wilford Furlong and Brickhills were very recent additions 
to the area, and at that time had a resident warden. 

The general appearance of the village centre was rural. 
Our house in High Street had a working farmyard on one 
side and a cold store for fruit on the other. Opposite to 
us there was a large flower grower, and the bottom of 
our long garden adjoined a pig farm. As well as its farms 
and small holdings, Willingham was famous for its many 
orchards of which sadly only Ray Manning’s remains today.

Most of the inhabitants or their spouses had lived in the 
village all their lives, and although there was a sprinkling 
of people from neighbouring villages, I think we were 
only the second family with university connections. Some 
people were a little suspicious of us, but our immediate 
neighbours were friendly and welcoming and as I had 
grown up in a much smaller and more remote place I soon 
felt at home. 

The younger women and girls might have jobs in 
Cambridge, but few of the men worked outside the village, 
and even those that did tended to work some land in their 
spare time. The majority of people had large gardens which 
they put to good use. One gentleman, who was a recipient 
of meals on wheels, always provided his own vegetables, 
mainly asparagus when it was in season. 

The other use of gardens was the growing of flowers. 
This employed many women and very hard work it was 
too. In the 1970s some newcomers to the village found 
flowers growing in their new gardens and attempted to 
carry on with the trade, but the two I knew gave up after 
their first season. I reckon you had to be bred to it. A great 
feature of the village then were the towers of flower boxes 
on the pavements waiting for the carrier to take them to 
Longstanton station to be sent away to market.

Next time, I’ll talk more about the village amenities at 
that time.

Anne Kirkman

Do write in with your memories of past Willingham to 
add to Anne’s. Send your memories to the usual address: 
wilinghamnews@gmail.com.
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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Logo Design 
Branding/Rebranding 
Flyers & leaflets, Business card 
Marketing Materials, Brochure 
Product Label, Invitation  
 
Any other design work you 
have in mind, just get in touch 
with us. 

 
Your local graphic designer 
No Job is too Small or Big 

victoryglorydesigns@gmail.com / 07837982211 
 
https://www.instagram.com/victoryglorydesigns.4890/ 
 
 

 

Willingham News Deliverer  
Needed for Station Road

Would you be able to spare about an hour once a month 
to deliver Willingham News to residents in Station Road? 
Please contact Dean Cullum at the address below if you 
would like to join the team. We can always find cover 
if you happen to be away or unavailable one month. If 
you enjoy receiving Willingham News then you probably 
know what a worthwhile job the delivery team performs. 

Many thanks to Kim Harding who has delivered to 
Station Road for several years.

If you’re interested in joining the delivery team, contact: 
deancullum@hotmail.co.uk. 
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This month, in 
our ‘Spotlight on 
Local Business’ 
feature, we talk to 
Mel Pinter about 
her craft business 
which is a mix 
of selling online 
through Facebook 
and Etsy, face-
to-face through 
craft markets 
and running craft 
workshops.

Q What is your business all about?

I make and sell macramé items. Macramé is a form of textile 
produced using knotting techniques and can be used to 
make everything from wall hangings and plant hangers to 
jewellery and accessories. As well as macramé, I also make 
a few decorative origami items such as greetings cards and 
garlands. 

Q How did you decide on this?

I discovered macramé back in the summer of 2020 and 
instantly fell in love with its versatility. By the autumn, I 
had made so many pieces I had two choices: stop or start 
selling it to make room for more! Positive encouragement 
from friends and a chance Tarot card reading was also a 
big push factor. 

Unfortunately, more lockdowns and home-schooling 
put the brakes on things a bit, and with little in the way of 
craft fairs and events taking place last year, I didn't have 
much in the way of outlets. Thankfully, this year, with 
things returning to normal, there are lots of craft markets 
popping up, which will give me the chance to showcase 
my wares. 

It's a daunting prospect to take the plunge and launch 
into something like this, particularly if you've already got 
a stable job and you're thinking of making the switch. But 
lockdown for me, like for many people, forced my hand 
and I have no regrets. 

Q What difficulties have you encountered?

Although social media has the potential to be a great tool 
for promoting and selling products, I won't pretend that it 
comes easily to me. Navigating the different platforms and 
trying to figure out how they work for business has been 
a frustrating process. Also, putting myself out there and 
having a constant presence is often very time-consuming 
and something I admit I still don't do very successfully. 

Q What is the scope for future development of the 
business?

I have just started advertising macramé workshops; the 
next ones will take place on 7 and 21 May – one in Oakington 
and the other at Queenholme Farm, Willingham. With my 

b a c k g r o u n d 
in teaching 
and a love 
for macramé, 
it seemed 
combining the 
two was the 
obvious next 
step. These are 
for beginners 
who get to 
make their own 

plant hangers.  

Q How much time do you devote to your business each 
day?

I often get asked how long it takes me to make one thing or 
another, and the honest answer usually is: ‘I don't know’. 
I find myself in such a mindful and meditative state when 
I'm doing crafts that I completely lose track of time. I make 
the most of the hours that the children are at school to do 
most of my work, but like any working parent, there are 
times when I find myself staying up late or getting up early 
to fit things in. 

Q How difficult is it to balance running a business and 
running a young family?

It's not always easy trying to respond to emails when I'm at 
the park or make up items and get them posted when the 
kids are at home and need my attention. 

Q What tips would you give someone starting up a simi-
lar venture?

I thoroughly recommend joining online communities 
of people that share your interests; I have found them 
particularly helpful. These days, there are forums and 
groups for every hobby and pastime imaginable. Macramé 
groups on Facebook have been invaluable in offering me 
advice on the craft itself but also input on selling products, 
displaying products, packaging and much more. I also 
spend a long time on Pinterest and Instagram searching 
for inspiration. 

In terms of materials, it has taken me some time to find 
the best products and suppliers. This is something that’s 
ongoing. Buying materials mainly online means you don't 
always get it right. So be prepared for that. It takes time 
and money to find out exactly what works for you. 
 
If you want to sign up for one of Mel’s macramé workshops 
you can contact her on Facebook or Instagram (see below) 
or email her on: bebeandjucrafts@yahoo.com. You can 
see more examples of Mel’s work in the Extras section of 
Willingham News online at: www.willinghamlife.org.

www.facebook.com/BebeandJuCrafts
www.instagram.com/bebeandjucrafts
www.bebeandjucrafts.etsy.com

Bebe and Ju Crafts 
SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL BUSINESS
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Cryptic Crossword by Naxos
Answers on page 21

The Stones

You should be able to find 10 answers here that are linked 
to the theme.

Sudoku
Solution on page 21

Across
1 Ring circuit up in October 

(4)
3 Explore lake in US state … 

also in October! (10)
7 Chamber version contains 

terrible backing in August 
(7)

9 Cleric grasps I am running in 
April (7)

11  Make enquiries about small 
perch (5)

12  They get in a muddle 
with mats tossed about in 
February (8)

13  Animal described by 
cockney getting more 
excited (5)

14 Breeze by the river to find 
way to pay? (4, 5)

17 Steps taken by opera house 
to get involved in learning 
method making a comeback 
(7)

20 Mail, say, on first 
anniversary (5) 

22 A very quiet recruit after 
scary start in September (8)

23 European Union supports 
mix of aid on exit (5)

25 Mere lad getting into 
trouble in May (7)

26 Course programmes devised 
as one dances about 
keeping close to mummy (7)

27 Serviceman found under 
water in March (10)

28 Show honour (4)

Down

1 Sorry, no supper, nothing in 
there. I mean it! (2, 7) 

2 Open wine at getaway 
gateway? (7)

4 Frequent opportunities for 
training beginners (3)

5 Embarrassed woman in a 
poorly state (7)

6 Losing head, bear is in a 
whirl (4)

8 Does time inside put one 
off? (5) 

10 Not getting started, season 
is ruined at Southend or 
Westcliff, for example (2, 3)

12 Measure of a masterpiece? 
(5) 

15 Mandibular as in cheek? (5)

16 Unexpectedly quite sour in 
December (9)

18 Stick around Romeo if you 
want to get the bird (5)

19 Mill about outside a petrol 
company in recession 
getting soothing treatment 
(3, 4)

20 Fruit left in June (5) 

21 Rank investigator by eye (7)

24 Testing program means 
probe taken apart inside (4)

26 Crime is rising fifty per cent 
(3) 

2 5 1 8
5 3 4 9 7

2 4
4 9 2 6
7 2 1 3 5 8

1 4 5 2 7 9
6 3 8 5
8

3 8 2
A New Spring for Willingham  

Gardening Club
Circumstances over 
the last few years 
have allowed many 
of us to discover a 
new appreciation for 
spending time in our 
gardens. Whilst our 
gardening interests 
may be varied, from 
pruning roses to growing 
pumpkins, we all share a 
passion for making the 
most of what outdoor 
space we have. Some 
changes are being planned for the future of our Gardening 
Club. We hope the club will provide a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere for gardening enthusiasts of any skill level to 
come together as a local community to learn from each 
other. 

Please join us for our next meeting on Monday 6 June 
at 7 30 pm at the Social Club where it is anticipated that a 
new committee will be formed. This meeting will also be 
an opportunity to discuss future ideas for our Gardening 
Club and swap plants or seeds – so feel free to bring any 
surplus produce you have!

Everyone is welcome to this meeting, there will be free 
entry to all and free refreshments. 

Your input is needed on the future direction of 
the Gardening Club, so please get in touch with Jack 
(willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com) and complete 
our short survey online at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
VDMHE7.

Photo by John Brackenbury
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Young Readers’ Page
4 Scratch 
Scratch is a programming 
language that children 
can use to make 
programs and learn 
about code. Scratch was 
invented in 2003, by two 

people called Mitchel Resnick and Yasmin Kafai in the USA. 
They invented it for children to learn about coding. It is 
now a really famous language – at the start of 2022 there 
were more than 92 million Scratch projects that had been 
created by 'Scratchers'. Some of these are mine! 

In Scratch you use things called blocks (little jigsaw 
pieces) and you put them together. Blocks are basically 
commands. Blocks include 'Say' (which is print in Python), 
'Ask' (which is input in Python), and 'Wait' (which is sleep 
in Python). 

You can share your code by using a studio, which is a 
gallery of some of your projects. You can also change 
other people’s code, which is called 'Remixing'. This can 
be useful for learners. 

Scratch is definitely easier to use than Python. This 
is because in Scratch it’s hard to get your code wrong, 
because the blocks have a special shape, which means 
only the right blocks go in the right places. In Python you 
have to spell everything correctly, and you have to type it 
all in perfectly or you get an error message. 

My favourite project I ever made in Scratch was a secret 
spy program which sang the folk song The Lincolnshire 
Poacher then produced a secret code. It was based on a 
real secret radio program called a 'numbers station' but 
that is a story for another time!

Review of Sonic Forces 
By Tommy Barrett
Hello there, my name is Tommy 
and I have loved video games since 
I was three or four. As fellow Sonic 
fans know, Sonic the Hedgehog 
2 has just been released, so I am 
doing this to celebrate the second Sonic movie. With all 
that out of the way let’s get to it! 

OK, so first thing I want to say about this great game is 

my favourite feature: the main character is designed by 
the player. 

Let’s review the story….  
The beginning is, Dr Robotnic creates a character, Infinite. 
Then you enter Level 1 in Green Hill Zone. 
Complaint number 1: the gameplay is, you’re running 

or running in old Sonic style. After that level the game 
gives you a cutscene that is a bit too long, where Robotnic 
defeats Sonic. 

Stuff happens like Classic Sonic rescues Tails, but the big 
thing happens with the first boss battle of the game and 
each boss battle has completely different gameplay – big 
smile to the boss battle on a snake! 

Then, did I mention that Level 4 – 6 is in the death egg 
and in Level 6 you basically get to play as if Sonic was 
blowing up the Death Star. 

Overall, I think Sonic Forces is a great game and I would 
definitely recommend it to Sonic fans.

I am sorry to say that I have to wrap it up – bye! 

Those Ninja Characters!

Like many primary school children this spring term, my 
grandson caught COVID-19. He was pretty poorly to start 
but soon got his crazy energy back, and, as a former 
teacher, I was given the task of Zoom teaching while he 
was recovering. It was then Science Week, which suited 
me. However, that Friday was World Book Day. For this he 
was keen to dress up to represent his Ninjago books and 
characters.

Knowing nothing about these Lego figures, and even less 
about Ninjas, meant I had to do a bit of research, and what 
a fun and interesting task that turned out to be!  

Historically this set of people had very ordinary, everyday 
lives, practised meditation and self-control and wore 
clothes of their humble work. However, their underlying 
motivation and drive was to support their family and 
clan. If that meant espionage or fighting to ensure their 
support, safety and well-being, then they would do this. It 
amounted at times to civil war between clans. Therefore, 
their weapons traditionally were not really the great 
samurai swords but shorter easily concealed kattana 
swords, chains, a sai (a three bladed knife), or similar 
readily hidden weapons linked with their trades. Women 
too were equally involved and carried similar weapons for 
fighting. I did discover in my research that women had an 
extra weapon they could use to their advantage: they could 
poison a very long fingernail or two ready for injecting 
venom into an enemy. That would work as a snake bite or 
frog poison does. Amazing but scary stuff!

Cricket insects were regular pets which could chirrup or 
make their scraping noise very loudly when encouraged. 
This would be very useful, for example when disguising 
cracking twigs or rustling leaves as a Ninja crept through 
a forest.

Valerie McKee and Samson Garbutt

Editors’ Note: if any other children (or parents) would 
like to tell us about their World Book Day experience with 
a bit of background behind their choice, we would be 
delighted to receive it. Email all contributions to the usual 
address: willinghamnews@gmail.com.

A Scratch program designed to make the Scratch Cat walk 
and say hello
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Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0345 0455225
Opening hours:

Tuesday: 10 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5 pm
Thursday: 4 – 7 pm 

Friday: 10 am – 1 pm
Saturday: 10 am – 1 pm

The library is open but please help us keep our customers, 
volunteers and staff safe by wearing a face covering if you can 
and using the available hand sanitiser. Computers are available 
and there are cleaning products to wipe down computer stations 
in between uses. The library is kept well ventilated and we have 
installed CO2 monitors to ensure that the air quality is within 
guidelines, so there is now no limit to the number of people 
allowed in the library at any one time.

Your Online Account

Log in to your account at www.cambridgeshire/gov.uk/library, 
using your library card number and PIN, to access our online 
services with a wide range of eBooks, eAudio books, eComics 
and eMagazines. You can also see your loans, renew items, 
search the catalogue and reserve items. If you’re not a library 
member yet, it’s easy to join online.

Special Event

The Library is proud to present an audience with crime writer 
Alison Bruce, Monday 27 June 7 pm at the Social Club. To book 
a free ticket, please email willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com 
or ask in the library. FREE event, refreshments will be available.

Engage in the Afternoon, Wednesday 4 May, 2 – 3 30 pm

Caring Together – raising awareness for those caring for others.

Engage in the Afternoon, Wednesday, 1 June 2 – 3 30 pm

Alternative Mechanics for Flower Arranging – Carol Bailey.

Friends of Willingham Library

Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 17 May, 7 30 pm

Everyone’s welcome to join us for our AGM at the library. 
Refreshments available.

The aims of the Friends Group are to promote the use of the 
library within the community and to organise events. We are 
always looking for new members and new ideas for making the 
maximum use of the library as an important facility in the heart 

of the community.

Games Afternoons, Friday 6 and 20 May, 2 – 4 pm

Two opportunities this month to come along to one of our 
fun Games Afternoons. Bring a game of your own to share, 
play Scrabble or choose from the games we have on site. 
Refreshments available, donations welcome.

Second Hand Book Sale, Saturday 7 May, 10 30 am – 12 noon

Thank you to everyone who has been supporting our Book Sales 
over the last few months. The sales are very popular we’re glad 
to report.

Books are 50p each or 3 for £1 and we have a great selection 
for adults and children available. Exact change always welcome 
if possible.

Next month on Sunday June 5, 12 noon – 4 pm we intend to 
have a stall at the Platinum Jubilee Picnic where there will be an 
opportunity to purchase some of our second-hand books. This 
will be instead of the usual Saturday morning sale.

Cambridgeshire Libraries News

Bag Books and Pinpoint

Do you have children with additional needs? Did you know 
you can borrow Bag Books from your library?

Bag Books are multi-sensory storytelling kits for children 
with severe learning disabilities. Stories are told through 
different senses without the need for words. They can be 
borrowed for free and requested either at your local library 
or online.

Do you know about Pinpoint Cambridgeshire?

Pinpoint is a parent/carer forum supporting parents of 
children with an additional need to get information, advice 
and support. They run a range of FREE professionally 
supported workshops for Cambridgeshire parents/carers 
every week during term time. The workshops aim to give 
parents the skills to manage the challenges they are facing 
and include sessions on autism, ADHD, managing behaviour, 
anxiety and mental heath. Contact Events-Pinpoint at: 
pinpoint-cambs.org.uk.

Good Mood Café at Cambridge Central Library

We’re proud to be partnering with CPSL Mind to bring a weekly 
Good Mood Café to Central Library. These cafes provide an 
opportunity to meet new people to share interests, skills and 
wellbeing tips in an informal space to help boost your mood.

The sessions are every Tuesday from 10 to 11 30 am and 
take place in the former café space on the third floor at 
Central Library. No booking required; just come along for tea/
coffee and a chat.

If you want to get in touch with CPSL Mind to find out more, 
you can call them on 0300 303 4363 or email on goodlife@
cpslmind.org.uk.

What’s On Brochure

From craft groups to Shakespeare on a Saturday, from Lego 
Clubs to LGBTQ+ talks, there is something for everyone at 
Cambridgeshire Libraries this spring. Our handy What’s On 
guide lists events taking place at our 33 libraries across the 
county. You can pick up your copy in your local library now.
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
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include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
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James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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Services in Church

1 May 7 00 pm    Worship Together

8 May 11 00 am  Morning Worship

15 May   No Service

22 May 11 00 am  Morning Worship and Parish Forum

29 May 11 00 am  Holy Communion

Prayers for Ukraine

Thinking of those suffering currently, there is a prayer station in 

the Church available for anyone who wishes to spend quiet time 

or pray in the Church for Ukraine and its people. Also, we offer 

a Ukraine Prayer Time on Thursday evenings, 6 – 6 30 pm with 

psalms and prayers, everyone is welcome.

Parish Forum

As part of our Service on 22 May, we will take some time to 

discuss and plan future services and activities in the village. 

Everyone is welcome to join us in this important part of our 

planning for the future.

The Church Bells

The Church will have visiting Bell Ringers on Wednesday 18 May, 

who will be ringing from 11 30 am for one hour.

The Octagon 

The Octagon Hall is available to hire at £10 per hour. For booking 

enquiries, please contact Colin Smith at the Office – see below 

for contact details.

Contact Details

Clergy:

Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk

Lucy Cleland  01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk

Jenny Hill  07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk

5folds Office:

Colin Smith 01954 203459 or admin@5folds.org.uk.

Services 
Sunday 1 May
10 00 am Morning Worship
 6 00 pm Evening Worship
Sunday 8 May
10 00 am Morning Worship
10 00 am Café Church on Zoom
 6 00 pm Evening Worship
Sunday 15 May
10 00 am Morning Worship
 6 00 pm Evening Worship
Sunday 22 May
10 00 am Morning Worship
10 00 am Café Church on Zoom
 6 00 pm Evening Worship
Sunday 29 May
10 00 am Morning Worship
 6 00 pm Evening Worship

Events

Café Church: Café Church is an informal style of church 
with interviews, games, chat, quizzes, films and crafts. Join 
us at 10 am for 45 minutes of fun and interaction from the 
comfort of your own lounge! Please contact secretary@
willinghambaptist.org for the Zoom link.

Nimble Fingers Craft Club: Mondays 2 – 4 pm. Bring your 
crafts and join with others, or come and learn new skills. Tea, 
coffee and good company provided. Contact Daphne for more 
information 01954 260568.

TOPS Baby and Toddler Group: Tuesdays at 9 45 am for 
toddlers aged 18 months plus in the church.  A great place to 
meet other families whilst the children enjoy the activities and 
playing. Contact Debbie Allen for more information, 01954 
261581.

Open Door Coffee Morning: Wednesdays 10 – 11 30 am. 
Contact Cynthia Nolan for further information, 01954 202240.

Community Luncheon Club: Thursdays bi-weekly, prior 
booking essential. Contact Daphne on 01954 260568.

Men’s Breakfast 21 May at 7 45 am for a hearty cooked 
breakfast followed by a short topical talk. Contact Pete Sacre 
for more information 01954 261655 or peetamin@gmail.com.

This month's ‘Thought for the Month’  
can be found on page 13.

Catholic Parish of the Sacred 
Heart, St Ives

Details of services at St Ives are at  
www.sacredheart-stives.org. 

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, 
please see www.rcdea.org.uk.
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.WillinghamParishCouncil.gov.uk 

D Law               Parish Council Chairman                     cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      01954 202188 

N Harris           Planning Committee Chairman         cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  07792 611226 

P King               Parish Council Vice Chair                    cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                   01954 260780 

L King               Leisure & Amenities – Lead Cllr        cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                    01954 260780 

R Manning      Greens & Boundaries – Lead Cllr      cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk             01954 261235 

B Mansfield    Cemetery – Lead Cllr                           cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk           01954 261540 

R Tassell           Halls – Lead Cllr                                    cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                 07974 673836
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The Surgery

Representatives of Willingham Surgery (and the Longstanton 
branch) gave a short presentation to the Parish Council at the 
April meeting, also attended by several parishioners. It was 
well received. The Parish Council had received many comments 
regarding the perceived poor service from the practice following 
the pandemic and recent lifting of restrictions. Much of this was 
felt to be due to the impact of Northstowe. However, figures 
presented at the meeting showed that while the proportion of 
Northstowe patients had increased over the past few years, this 
was compensated by removal of patients in other areas such as 
Bar Hill and Cottenham. Overall patient numbers had increased 
by 22% and staff by 24%.

The presentation explained that the Surgery, in common with 
most in the country, continues to be affected by the pandemic, 
particularly in relation to isolation requirements. Due to the 
nature of the business, infection of a member of staff or their 
family prevents them attending the Surgery. Also, they are 
restricting numbers attending the Surgery to reduce potential 
spread of the virus. Other challenges include dealing with 
the COVID-19 backlog and increased transfer of work from 
secondary care. They are aware of long waits to answer phone 
calls, but little can be done as all calls need to be answered by 
the receptionists and their complexity varies greatly. 

Waiting times to get appointments was raised as a major 
concern and the practice was focusing on reducing them, trialling 
new formats. For urgent cases, there are some appointments 
available on each day with others within 48 hours once the 
initial allocations have been filled. The current wait for a regular 
appointment is 14 days or so.

See the Surgery page in this magazine for details of an open 
meeting in the Octagon on 17 May. Hopefully many residents 
with issues will be able to attend to make their comments. We 
will invite the practice to come to a future meeting to outline 
progress on these issues.

Roads and Traffic

It has been proposed that the temporary road closure of 
Thoday’s Close at the school arrival and closing times be made 
permanent. This will pedestrianise the road with non-residents’ 
vehicles prohibited between 8 30 – 9 30 am and 2 45 – 3 30 pm 
Monday to Friday, term time only. The proposed privatisation of 
parking offences will help to enforce this.

The footpath to the Community Orchard should proceed soon. 
This will include the 40 mph buffer zone extending some 400 
metres beyond the bridleway. Hopefully this will also include 
repairs to the potholes at the start of the bridleway, though it 
has been noted that this isn’t really a parking area so there is no 
requirement for this to be done.

Road marking repairs, such as at the traffic lights and along 

Berrycroft, are probably going to be carried out this summer. 
Yellow lines are under review and are unlikely to be repaired or 
extended until the result of the application to privatise yellow 
lining, which is unlikely to be before the end of next year.

As roadside bushes and hedges are starting to grow, can 
residents please ensure the footpaths are accessible to all by 
cutting back where needed so as not to block pedestrian and 
wheelchair passage.

We continue to monitor traffic using the SIDs (Speed Indicating 
Devices) currently on Station Road and Earith Road. These give 
warnings when traffic is speeding and log dates and times of 
traffic flows. Results from these devices since 2018 can be found 
at: roadwatch.org.uk/Cambs/Willingham/index.html.

Cemetery

The removal of the footpath on the northern side of the cemetery 
has resulted in an additional 20 burial places. While this will help 
most immediate needs, we still require an additional location 
to meet future demand. We are examining potential locations 
but will be interested if we could be told of any suitable and 
available sites.

Barton Field

Walkers are reminded that access to and from Barton Field is 
from Black Pit Drove only, and all other land around is private 
and not to be used.

Meetings

The next meeting of the council on 4 May is the Annual Meeting 
of the Parish Council at which the chairman, committee members 
and lead councillors are elected and various procedures are 
agreed. This is followed on 18 May by the Annual Parish Meeting 
at which various organisations give presentations and accounts 
of their activities.

Contact Details

Councillors’ details can be found on the website but below are 
details for the Chair/Vice Chair and Lead Councillors.

Council meetings are generally held on the first Wednesday of 
the month, starting at 7 30 pm. Agendas are published on the 
website and the notice board outside the Public Hall. Members 
of the public are welcome to attend and speak briefly or ask 
questions (see agendas for further details).  
Council Office 
Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham, CB24 5LP
Tel: 01954 261027 
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Opening hours: Monday to Thursday 10 am –1 pm (closed bank 
holidays)
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

D Law Parish Council Chair cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 202188
N Harris Planning Chair cllr.harris@wlllinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  07792611226
P King Parish Council Vice Chair cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
L King Leisure & Amenities – Lead Cllr cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
B Mansfield Cemetery – Lead Cllr cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261540
J Smith Halls – Lead Cllr cllr.smith@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261141
J Watson  Green & Boundary – Lead Cllr  cllr.watson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 200245
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Thought for the Month
Spring is such a lovely time in this part of the world. We 
are surrounded by sheep with lambs in the fields around 
our villages, and in our gardens and hedgerows we can 
see lots of spring flowers, new green leaves breaking 
and new crops of all kinds growing enthusiastically. 
Easter cards, cakes and decorations everywhere are 
festooned with chicks and bunnies, and of course, most 
of us still love tucking into a chocolate Easter Egg! Spring 
and especially Eastertime, which actually takes in the six 
weeks following Easter Day, really is a season where we 
can celebrate both new life and new beginnings.

This is especially true in our churches where the new 
beginnings and new life take on the added dimension as 
we remember the events surrounding Jesus of Nazareth 
nearly 2,000 years ago. The way Jesus spoke about loving 
God and loving your neighbour as yourself and the 
implications of that, challenged the religious authorities 
of the time and this ended in them engineering his 
death on a rough Roman cross. What these people 
didn’t bargain for was the special new life which was 
given to Jesus three days later when in a recognisable 
but essentially different body he was seen by many of 
his friends, was able to talk to them and eat with them 
but was also not restricted to human time and place! 
From the vantage point of this new life, Jesus was able 
to fill his followers with his Spirit and so empower them 
to also go out and share the good news they had learnt 
from him.

So, this lovely season with the evidence of new life 
and new beginnings all around us is especially important 
to Christians as a practical reminder of the great gift 
we have in knowing and trusting in Jesus. As we get to 
know him better we too are touched by his new life and 
in simple trust can make yet another new beginning in 
his love, acceptance and forgiveness. 

May the joy of new life and new beginnings be yours 
this Eastertide!

Reverend Jenny Hill 
Parish Church

Fen Gallop – Sunday 3 July 

The Fen Gallop Team

The first Sunday in July heralds the return of the Fen Gallop, 
coming back even bigger and better than ever before, with 
a new 650-runner capacity. Do we also dare to whisper it 
that it’s looking like a very normal event too?! After our 
virtual event of 2020, and the COVID-19 restrictions to 
navigate in 2021, the 2022 event is looking like it will be 
gloriously normal … normal has never felt so good!

If you’ve never ‘Galloped’ before, then you’re in for 
a treat: a 10 km and 4 mile chipped timed run through 
beautiful fen edge countryside, cheered on by a jolly crowd 
and possibly the most enthusiastic marshals you’ll ever 
meet, and post-run goodies that’ll have your non-running 
friends turning green with envy. Despite the run taking 
place in Fenland countryside, there are still some surprises 
along the route which will provide some challenges – 
look out for the infamous ‘Rollercoaster of Doom’ at the 
midway point!

The Fen Gallop is not only a fabulous running event 
with a great community spirit at the heart, but it’s also 
an amazing fundraiser, raising several thousand pounds 
every year which gets donated to the local primary school 
and other youth groups, helping provide funds for vital 
equipment and experiences for our local children. Our 
committee members are all volunteers, and have a huge 
passion for raising money and watching how it benefits 
such worthy local causes. You may even see a few of the 
Committee out on the course!

Committee member, Neil Marsh, will again be offering 
a ‘Couch to Fen Gallop’ course, to get you all set for 
completing your first ever 10k! Started in April, the 13-
week programme (which can be joined at any point up to 
seven weeks before the event), will take you from running 
rookie to a potential race winner! Even if you’ve run 
before, the course could help you improve on your race 
goals and times. 

This year will also see the return of our Primary School 
Fete, which kicks off straight after the Fen Gallop finishes. 
With stalls, games, food and a bar, what better way to 
spend a summer’s day in our beautiful village? 

To sign up for either the 10 km or 4 mile run, head over 
to fengallop.co.uk. For more information about the Couch 
to Fen Gallop (including fees and how to sign up), see 
nmhf.co.uk or find them on Facebook and Instagram.

Katy Gilbert 
Fen Gallop Committee 

The Willingham Barn Owl
You may have seen this Willingham resident on your 
travels. Christened ‘Barney’, he was photographed on the 
outskirts of the village by Tim Scarlett.
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Village Hero Retires
In April we said goodbye to Mike Tidball 
and Amanda Radford who have relocated 
to Needingworth. Mike and Amanda moved 
into Willingham in October 2004, for Mike a 
cultural shift for a northern lad whose spare 
time was dominated by football and beer, 
to set up home with Amanda on her ‘home 
turf’.

Living next to The Duke of Wellington pub, 
not unsurprisingly Mike’s initial introduction to the village and 
its inhabitants was by the way of spending many hours at the 
bar. The first involvement in village affairs came after Mike 
responded to the call for volunteers to undertake the Parish 
Plan for Willingham early in 2006, becoming part of the core 
group. Following the publication of the Parish Plan, Mike was 
one of the founder members of the Willingham Action Group 
(WAG) set up to promote and realise the objectives of the 
Action Plan. As a result, Mike became more involved in village 
life taking on the lion’s share of the work that WAG projects 
and initiatives involved. Those of us also involved were aware 
of the many hours Mike dedicated to the work of WAG. 
Other non-WAG activities included acting as a community 
car driver, a Willingham News distributor and more recently 
co-ordinator of the Food Bank operations during the two 
COVID-19 lockdowns. Amanda was also involved taking on 
the role of WAG Treasurer.

Asked what Mike felt were notable achievements, he 
replied: ‘the QEII redevelopment, establishment of the 
Willingham Youth Trust and subsequently the Youth Club 
itself, the Community Orchard and the many social activities 
promoted by WAG’. As to any regrets: ‘volunteering to lead 
the Feast Pilgrimage walk to Ely three times, despite being 
blessed three times’.

His considerable effort was recognised in 2012/13 by 
receiving the District Council Village Hero Award, having 
been nominated by the Parish Council. Although never 
a Parish Councillor, Mike worked closely with the Parish 
Council and with their support and collaboration much has 
been achieved. Parish Council Chair Derek Law adds: ‘Mike 
was a regular attendee at council meetings and was often 
the only parishioner present. His contributions, knowledge 
and support, always presented with the calm voice of reason 
even in stormy times, will be greatly missed.’

What would Mike like to say about his time in Willingham? 
‘I have a very warm and positive feeling, especially in respect 
of friendships made through being involved with village 
life and around many a dinner table.’ Anything negative? 
‘Perhaps a feeling that Willingham has missed out in the 
past on community facilities and improvements compared to 
other villages.’

So, in conclusion one might say that Willingham’s loss will 
be Needingworth’s gain but Mike intends adopting a low 
profile concentrating on his overlooked interests of reading, 
films and music, continuing sporting activity and taking 
more holidays, thereby ensuring a year-round sun tan is 
maintained.

Members of WAG, and I am sure other friends, wish Mike 
and Amanda well in their new home and we look forward to 
reciprocal visits to local watering holes.

Graham Mumby 
On behalf of Willingham Action Group

Repair Café Comes to 
Willingham this Month
Sustainable Willingham (part of WAG) 
is organising Willingham’s first Repair 
Café and we can’t wait to bring this 

to the community. The event will be taking place on  
8 May at the Ploughman Hall. Doors open at 10 30 am 
with our last slots at 3 pm. 

We have some amazing repairers who will be joining us 
and have skills in the following:

• Sewing • Jewellery  • Bicycle • Electrical • Computer 
• Mechanical • and more!

If you have an item which needs repairing, instead of 
taking it to the recycling centre, why not come along to the 
Repair Café and see if it can be fixed? You may even learn a 
tip or two which will help you repair you own items in the 
future. Refreshments (including cake!) will be available. 
We also hope to run a clothes and toy swap.

This event is run by volunteers and while our aim is to 
work hard to fix your item it is not guaranteed. 

Due to COVID-19, we have put a booking system in place. 
To book a slot please email willinghamsustainability@
gmail.com. Drop-in slots will be available but on a first-
come first-served basis. 

Isn’t Recycling Just as Good as Repairing?

The quick answer is no. The waste hierarchy which rates 
waste management options from best to worst for the 
environment puts both prevention and re-use before 
recycling. Saving your item rather than recycling and 
buying a new one is better for the planet. However, if you 
can’t fix it, recycling is the next best option!
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment.  
If we are closed, please call 111. 

Help Us to Help You – Busy Service 

All NHS services are under severe pressure at the 
moment, as we look after increasing numbers of patients 
who are sick with COVID‐19 and other deteriorating 
conditions in the community. We are also delivering the 
huge and vitally important COVID‐19 vaccination 
programme. Please do not contact us regarding a vaccine, 
we will contact you. 

So that we can focus on these really important issues, 
we will understandably be prioritising urgent care. This 
means that when you contact us, we may have an initial 
conversation with you to understand how urgent your 
health needs are.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent (for example 
attending for a routine blood test), you may have to wait 
longer than usual until you can be dealt with. However, do 
please make sure that you continue to get in touch with us 
if you need to. This is particularly important if:  
• your problem is genuinely urgent 
• you have a long term condition that is getting worse 
• you are worried about symptoms that might indicate 

cancer 
Please also remember – you can call NHS 111 for urgent 
concerns and 999 for serious emergencies and that our 
local pharmacist can help with minor complaints. 

For adults with mental health problems, including 
depression and anxiety, you can refer yourself directly to 
the local wellbeing service, via 0300 300 0055. If you are 
experiencing a mental health crisis, contact the First 
Response Service by calling 111 and select option 2 (in 
Wisbech call 111, select option 1 and ask to be put 
through to the First Response Service). 

The Cambridgeshire County Council has a range of 
support and information to help in times of urgent need. 
To access these please telephone 0345 045 5202 – 8 am – 
6 pm weekdays and 9 am – 1 pm on Saturdays. Outside 
office hours if someone is in danger telephone 01733 
234724. In an emergency, call 999. Also see 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/adults. 

Thank you very much for helping us all manage under 
these very difficult circumstances. 

Magpas Donations 

In the absence of the Lucky Squares raffle last Christmas, 
the practice requested donations to Magpas Air 
Ambulance. We are delighted to announce we raised 
£100.50 via our ‘Just Giving’ page. Thank you to all those 
that donated. Let’s hope Lucky Squares will return in 
Christmas 2021! 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 6 00  
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            4 30 – 7 00 
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                               2 00 – 4 00  
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Emergencies                                                4 00 – 6 00 

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY 

Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602 

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 

Out of hours cover: Ring 111  Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Carers' Meeting 

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still 
currently postponed until further notice. They will be 
reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for 
someone and need advice and financial or emotional 
support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 

Willingham News March 2021.qxp_Willingham News  19/02/2021  10:34  Page 14

Face-to-Face Appointments

Patients are welcome to book face-to-face appointments 
as a choice, and no longer require telephone triage. Please 
state your preference to the receptionists when booking. 

Online Booking

If you want to book a routine appointment with the GP, 
you can avoid the queues by booking your GP appointment 
online. If you have not already done so, please contact 
reception to register for System Online. 

Urgent on-the-day appointments are only available via 
reception. 

PPG Meeting

The next Patient Participation Group (PPG) is scheduled to 
take place on Tuesday 17 May at 1 pm. The meeting will 
take place in the Octagon at the Parish Church.  

All patients are invited to join the PPG which will be 
attended by the management team and chaired by Tom 
Cowley, our patient representative. For further information 
please contact Sue.ayling1@ntlworld.com. 

Patient Helpdesk For Those Awaiting Hospital Appoint-
ments  

From April, patients are now encouraged to use the new 
NHS My Planned Care platform that is available online and 
will provide direct access to the latest average wait time 
for appointments and operations for local hospitals, as 
well as helpful advice and support for patients while they 
wait.

NHS My Planned Care is updated weekly, is easy to use 
and has ‘open access’ which enables carers, friends and 
relatives to access information on someone else’s behalf. 
Please visit www.myplannedcare.nhs.uk.

Alternatively, patients who have already been in 
correspondence with hospitals regarding their planned 
care can also contact the relevant department or service. 
Details of these can be found on previous letters patients 
will have received or by contacting the hospital’s Patient 
Advice and Liaison Service (PALS).

Addenbrooke's:
9 am – 4 pm, Monday to Friday · Email pals@addenbrookes.
nhs.uk · Phone: 01223 216756

Hinchingbrooke Hospital:
9 am – 4 30 pm, Monday to Friday · Email: Hch-tr.pals@
nhs.net · Phone: 01480 428964

Royal Papworth Hospital:
8 30 – 4 30 pm, Monday to Friday · Email: papworth.pals@
nhs.net
Phone: 01223 638896 or 01223 638963

Patients are asked that they only call the GP practice if 
their condition has genuinely deteriorated, when you will 
be reviewed by one of the clinical team and appropriate 
action can be taken in regard to your care.

Carers’ Meeting

The Carers’ Meetings are still not taking place within the 
surgery, due to the vulnerability of those who are likely to 
attend. They will be reinstated as soon as it is safe to do 
so. In the meantime, we would like to continue to support 
carers in our local community in any way possible. If you 
are a carer for someone and need advice and financial or 
emotional support, please contact Sue Lawson at susan.
lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230. 

Lisa Smith  
Assistant Practice Manager

WILLINGHAM SURGERY
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 8 30 – 1 00 2 30 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00
Tuesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 7 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 4 30 – 7 00
Ante Natal Baby Clinic 2 00 – 4 00
Wednesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 5 30
Thursday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00
Friday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 5 30
Emergencies  4 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 8 30 – 1 00 2 30 – 6 00
Tuesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 7 00
Wednesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Thursday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Friday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00

Singing and 
Drumming 
Group
Besides our Concert in 
Aid of Ukraine, rehearsal 
sessions are held during 
term time in the Baptist 
Church Hall starting with 
djembe drumming at  
7 pm and singing at  
7 45 pm. New members 
warmly welcomed.

Contact Melvyn Smith 
at mel_brensmith@
hotmail.co.uk for details.
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk
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Willingham  
Women’s  
Institute
Our next meeting will be on Monday 9 May at 7 30 pm 
in the Social Club and our speaker will be Dr Bill Block 
talking about his Antarctic Odyssey.

WI News

In March, we had a good turnout for our speaker Jon 
Crisp from Cambridgeshire County Council talking 
about recycling and waste. It was a really interesting 
talk and during the activity, ‘what goes in which bin’, 
we all learned something surprising. Basically if it’s 
plastic, glass, metal or paper it can go in the blue bin 
but items need to be clean. Even clingfilm can go in! 
Jon answered lots of questions from the group about 
recycling and we all went home much better informed. 
For more information about recycling, have a look at the 
comprehensive list on the South Cambridgeshire District 
Council website at www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling-and-
bins/what-goes-in-which-bin. Although Cambridgeshire 
is one of the best counties in the country for recycling, 
we still only recycle 56% of our waste which is a sad 
statistic.

Our WI is large and friendly and a great way for women 
in the village to socialise and get to know new people. 
Why not give it a try? If you would like to find out more, 
please contact us at willinghamwi28@gmail.com.

Over Players Present  
Me and My Girl

Thursday 9 June –  
Saturday 11 June  
at the Over Community Centre

Box office opens 29 April 

It's been a while since we've been on the stage but now 
the time has come and we couldn't be more excited. The 
production has some fabulous songs and a great love story 
to accompany it. Recently updated by Stephen Fry, it's also 
very funny. Tickets go on sale soon so reserve your seats 
and we will see you in June.
The Over Players' amateur production of Me and My Girl is presented 
by kind permission of Concord Theatricals.
Book and lyrics by L Arthur Rose and Douglas Furber, music by Noel Gay
Book revised by Stephen Fry.

Contributions to revisions by Mike Ockrent.

For full details go to: overplayers.uk.

Willingham Photography Club
We are now meeting again in person at the Baptist Church, 

where we continue to aim to learn more about photography 
and to enjoy ourselves.

There is a monthly assignment and photos are submitted at 
the meeting for consideration and feedback from our resident 

professional photographer.
The next meeting is on 16 May.

There will be a photo assignment, Little Things, and then the 
main part of the evening will be a demonstration of drone 
photography. There will be an explanation of the different 

types of drones available to the photographer, as well as a brief 
introduction to modes and capabilities. The final part of the 

evening will be an image capturing flight, with a viewing of the 
images back at the Church Hall afterwards. If the weather is 

inclement, there will be a different plan in place.
We cordially invite anyone who enjoys photography to get in 

touch and see what is on offer. 
  Your expertise level does not matter; nor does the nature of 

your camera.  
The membership cost is £20 for six months with the first month 

free of charge for new members. 
If you have any further questions, please contact:

Steve Harding 07595 668161.
In the meantime, do have a look at our website on www.

willinghamphotoclub.org.uk.

Willingham Combined Charities 
Allotments

A few years ago we created five small allotments of five 
metres square for those who might like to try growing 
vegetables/flowers but are slightly tentative or short on 
time. These have proved very successful: we now have 
17 plots! Some of the original plot holders have moved 
to the larger allotments and we have a few vacancies. The 
allotments are in Westmeadow Close, Over Road.

If you think that you would like to ‘have a go at growing 
the stuff you want to eat’ please do contact me: 

Sue Ayling: 01954 260718 or email: sue.ayling1@
ntlworld.com.

Also if you would like to get involved but don’t feel you 
can take on the responsibility of a plot, please do get in 
touch as we might be able to help.

Platinum Jubilee at the  
Parish Church

The Flower Arrangers are planning a Flower Event for 
the Platinum Jubilee celebrating  the life of  

Queen Elizabeth II.

It will feature an arrangement for every ten years of 
her life, from the 1940s to the current day. 

Arrangements will be in place between  
2 and 5 June.

Watch this space and also the  
‘Willingham Life’ website.

We look forward to seeing you over this time of 
Celebration.
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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EVE TAYLOR
LONDON
FACIALS &
SKIN CARE

SHELLAC /OPI
MANICURES
AND PEDICURES

AROMATHERAPY
MASSAGE

TINTING

HOPI EAR
CANDLES

EAR PIERCING

MAKEUP

95 Rampton Road
Willingham
Cambridge CB24 5JQ

Tel: 01954 260375
Email: karendench@hotmail.com
www.karenbeautician.co.uk

DAYTIME & EVENING APPOINTMENTS
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES 
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• All mail services, including special delivery 
• Travel Currency – US Dollar and Euro plus others in branch. Fast Travel Currency 

order service available! 
• Travel Money Cards, Travel Insurance and MoneyGram 
• Digital Passport Photographs, Passport Check and Send Service 
• International Driving Permits and Vehicle Tax 
• Phone Top-Ups, Bill payments and Gift Cards for most occasions 
• CRB/CQC DBS validation/certification service 
• Document Certification Service 
• Free Cash withdrawals for most major Banks as well as Cash & Cheque Deposits 
• Photocopying and Laminating Service  
• Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and Pack & Post Items 
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District Councillors’ Report

Waiting Times at the Surgery

Responding to concerns in the village about long waiting 
times for GP appointments and telephone responses, a 
recent meeting of the Parish Council was addressed by staff 
of the village’s GP Practice. In an excellent presentation 
they explained that these problems are not unique to 
Willingham and are being faced by medical practices 
all over the UK as they deal with a backlog of problems 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. They stressed that 
the issues are unconnected to the increase in the number 
of Northstowe patients which is already expected and 
planned for by both the Willingham and Longstanton 
practices.  To cope with the extra demand, surgeries are 
operating a triage system to prioritise patients based upon 
medical need. There’s a fuller account of the meeting in 
our online version of this article.

Ukrainian Refugees

The District Council is incredibly busy responding to the 
Ukraine crisis, putting systems in place to undertake 
large numbers of DBS, home and welfare checks, make 
payments to Ukrainian individuals and their hosts, and to 
deal with many related issues.  The picture changes on a 
daily basis and the council’s webpage, which is frequently 
updated is here: www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-
and-health/support-for-ukraine.  

COVID-19 Update

From recent national news stories, residents will know that 
COVID-19 is still very much with us so we should continue to 
be cautious when in confined, indoor settings. The growth 
rate of new infections has been somewhere between 3% 
and 6% every day and, on 22 March, around 220 people 
were acutely ill with the disease across all Cambridgeshire 
hospitals. There is increased uncertainty in both national 
and regional estimates now, due to changes in testing 
policy, which make trends less clear and predictions less 
accurate and reliable.  Further guidance is here: www.gov.
uk/guidance/the-r-value-and-growth-rate.

Zero Carbon Communities Grant Scheme

The Zero Carbon Communities Grant Scheme, which is 
now in its fourth year, has so far provided £310,000 to 
51 grassroots projects working to tackle climate change 
in South Cambridgeshire. A new round of grants has 
just opened and closes on Wednesday 1 June. This year, 
groups in South Cambridgeshire can apply for between 
£1,000 and to £15,000 from a pot of over £120,000 which 
comes out of business rates from renewable energy sites, 
like solar farms.

Full information, eligibility criteria, ideas for projects and 
the submission of applications can all be made here: www.
scambs.gov.uk/zerocarbongrant.

Bill Handley and Dawn Percival 
Cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk 01954 200287  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/libdems3rdMay18.

Cambridgeshire County  
Councillor’s Report 

Dear Residents
May marks the first anniversary of my election as your 
County Councillor. It’s been a very great privilege serving 
you and I am proud of what we are achieving. Here is my 
update of County Council matters.

County Highways

The latest quarterly meeting with the Local Highways 
Officer took place on 25 March.  A large number of 
issues were raised with him, including the need to re-
survey the effectiveness of the recent gulley clearance 
in certain places in Willingham. He pointed out that the 
season for line-painting is coming and we ran through a 
number of areas where there were problems particularly 
at junctions.  He also mentioned that there will be a major 
programme of parking enforcement (lines and advisory 
signage) to be undertaken with the introduction of Civil 
Parking Enforcement.

A number of other Highways issues were raised and 
the officer committed to respond.  The condition of 
the bridleway adjacent to the Community Orchard was 
discussed but it was concluded that this was not a Highways 
matter.  So I will raise this with the team responsible for 
the bridleways to see what can be done to address the 
maintenance and root causes. 

A14 Trees

I was very pleased to support the motion at the County 
Council, brought by my LIberal Democrat colleague 
Councillor Edna Murphy from Bar Hill, relating to the lack of 
maintenance and care over the thousands of trees planted 
alongside the A14; many of those trees are now dead. 
Councillor Murphy’s motion called on the County Council 
to ask National Highways to publish facts and figures on a 
regular basis about the tree planting work – including how 
many are alive and how many have been replanted – as 
well as report regularly on the progress of the initiative to 
councillors. One of the legacies of the major A14 project 
was for tens of thousands of trees to be planted, but that 
risks being spoiled unless National Highways makes sure 
the trees are maintained and replaced when necessary. It 
was hoped the tree planting would create noise barriers 
for people who live by the busy road and would also make 
a positive environmental contribution. However, the 
Council has said the initiative is failing in both these areas.

National Highways is responsible for the A14 and agreed 
the tree planting programme with the County Council. 
Following the motion’s success, it is gratifying to note that 
National Highways has reacted positively to address the 
issues.

As always, please feel free to contact me with your 
thoughts, views and issues. My mobile is 07919 990299 
and email is neilgoughcrw@gmail.com. 

Neil Gough



Can't fall asleep or stay asleep?
 

Pain or night sweats waking you?
 

Worries going round and round?
 

07593 058748 
kaye@kr-acupuncture.com

Visit kr-acupuncture.com

Acupuncture can help you 

relax and cope with

troublesome symptoms.

To find out more, 
book your free 20-minute 
phone/online consultation 

with Willingham acupuncturist 
Kaye Rooney Lic. Ac. B.A Hons. MBAcC

 

 

 

 

Your local, family run business specialising in 
transforming project dreams into reality! 

Extensions – Refurbishments – Conversions – 
Kitchens – Flooring – Electrical work – Bespoke 

furniture - AND SO MUCH MORE! 

 07989 341724         01954 202267 
www.ajcarpentry.co.uk 
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Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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WHAT'S ON

DATE EVENT ORGANISATION VENUE EXTRA INFO

Sun 1 May The Gambit Jazz Band Jazz Club Social Club 12 30 – 3 30 pm 
    Rosie-Val 01954 789670

Wed 4 May Caring Together Engage in the Afternoon Library 2 – 3 30 pm, see p10

Wed 4 May Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Parish Council Octagon 7 30 pm, see p12

Fri 6 May Games Afternoon Friends of Willingham  
  Library (FOWL) Library 2 – 4 pm, see p10

Sat 7 May Second Hand Book Sale  Friends of Willingham   10 30 am – 12 noon, 
  Library (FOWL) Library see p10

Sun 8 May Repair Café Sustainable Willingham Ploughman Hall 10 30 am – 3 pm,  
    see p14

Sun 8 May Willingham News Deadline Willingham News  See p3, articles to be 
    sent to:  
    willinghamnews@gmail.com

Mon 9 May Antarctic Odyssey with Dr Bill Block Women’s Institute Social Club 7 30 pm, see p17

Mon 16 May Theme: Little Things 
 Demonstration: Drone Photography Photography Cub Baptist Church 8 – 10 pm, see p17

Tue 17 May Patient Participation Group Meeting Surgery Octagon 1 pm, see p15

Tue 17 May Annual General Meeting Friends of Willingham  
  Library (FOWL) Library 7 30 pm, see p10

Wed 18 May Church Bell Ringing Parish Church Parish Church 11 30 am - 12 30 pm, 
    see p11

Wed 18 May Annual Parish Meeting Parish Church Octagon 7 30 pm, see p12

Fri 20 May Games Afternoon Friends of Willingham  
  Library (FOWL) Library 2 – 4 pm, see p10

Sat 21 May Men’s Breakfast Men’s Breakfast Baptist Church  7 45 am, see p11

Sat 21 May A Big Sing with Drums Singing and Drumming Over Community 
 Concert in Aid of Ukraine Group Centre See p15

2 4 9 3 7 5 1 8 6
5 3 8 6 1 4 9 2 7
1 6 7 8 2 9 4 3 5
4 9 5 7 8 2 3 6 1
7 2 6 1 9 3 5 4 8
3 8 1 4 5 6 2 7 9
6 1 2 9 3 7 8 5 4
8 5 4 2 6 1 7 9 3
9 7 3 5 4 8 6 1 2

Cryptic Crossword Answers Sudoku Solution
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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Please notify Willingham News of any changes
Council and Parish Council (See full details on page 12)  01954 261027
Community County Councillor Neil Gough 07919 990299 / neilgoughcrw@gmail.com
 District Councillor Dawn Percival    07948 683599 / cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk
 District Councillor Bill Handley     01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk
 Willingham Community Planning Group  07529 221954 / communityplanning@willinghamlife.org
Services Police  101
 Surgery   01954 260230 
 Dispensary for repeat prescription requests  01954 207602
 Library  0345 045 5225
 Pharmacy  01954 261787
 Over Surgery  01954 231550
 Urgent Care Cambridgeshire  111
 Community Warden  Joanne Twinn wardens@ageukcap.org.uk  07812 496002
Schools Primary School Mr Dave Morel 01954 283030
 Willingham Out Of School Club (3–6 pm only) Mrs M Lenk 01954 283033
 School Governors Chairperson Chris Shaw  chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk
 School Association c/o school 01954 283030
 British School Trust Ray Croucher 01954 261113
Children Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Matt Haigh adventure@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
 Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only) Mrs Kate Van Dort 01954 201567
 Koala Kidz Mrs Edith Jeffrey 01954 260046
 Brownies, Guides and Rangers Lynn McGoff  willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk 
 First Steps Vicky Page vickypage85@gmail.com
 TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group) Debbie Allen 01954 261581
 Little Rainbows Baby & Toddler Group Tiko Pending tmwale31@gmail.com 
Halls Ploughman Hall Bookings through Parish Council 01954 261027
 Wilford Furlong Centre  01954 261445
 The Octagon   admin@5folds.org.uk
 Baptist Bookings and Rentals Emma Launchbury  secretary@willinghambaptist.org
 Willingham Social Club Bookings Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Centre bookings  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
Local Allotments  Sue Ayling 01954 260718
Representatives Billavincea Lodge 8719 Mr M Scrivener 01480 413533
 Fen Edge Community Association Eileen Wilson chair@fenedge.co.uk
 Over & District Royal British Legion Jane Matthews 07983 630265 / overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com
 OWLS Community Car Scheme Lorraine Hunt 07505 254363
 Willingham Action Group (WAG) Paul Knighton 07787 530394
 Willingham Combined Charities Lynn McGoff  clerk@willinghamcombinedcharity.org.uk
 Willingham RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser Graham Atherton 01954 260331
 Willingham Bee Group Chairman Steve Smith 07795 215071
Clubs Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)   willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
 Gardening Club Mrs C Bailey  01954 260794
 Willingham Dance Club Teresa Weston willinghamdanceclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Social Club Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Jam Club Julian Eales  01954 201818
 Willingham Photography Club Steve Harding 07595 668161
 Willingham Running Club Monica Garcia gcompass.monica@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Club Jack Stinton  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
 Women’s Institute Wendy Law 01954 202188
Sport Angling Colin Dodd  07773 719330
 Badminton Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Bowls Club Mark Chapman (Sec)                                 mark.chapmanwbc@gmail.com  
   Willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com
 Cricket Club Mr R Ambrose 01954 610113
 Cycling Club – www.willinghamwheels.com  Paul Knighton  07787 530394
 Tennis Club John Graham 01954 231968
 Willingham Diamonds Netball Club Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Willingham Sports Pavilion through Parish Council  01954 261027
 Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football) Jamie Smith (Sec)  01954 261141
Churches Mothers’ Union Mrs Sue Hayden 01954 260363
 Baptist Church Emma Launchbury  secretary@willinghambaptist.org
 Methodists (Ministerial Contact) Rev Simon Oliver  07554 202929
 Roman Catholic Priest Rev Thomas J Walton 01480 462192
 Parish Church Rev Simon Gill  01954 230434 / admin@5folds.org.uk

VILLAGE DIRECTORY
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Call for a brochure  or to speak to one 
of our specialists 01954 261431

or visit our website  
vintagetravel.co.uk

HANDPICKEDHANDPICKED

VILLAS WITH POOLSVILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas & 
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas 

of traditional local culture.

GREECE • SPAIN • LANZAROTE • BALEARICS • PORTUGAL  
TURKEY • FRANCE • ITALY • CROATIA • CYPRUS V5643

2787

Your Local Travel Company

Vintage-Travel_137x90_10-20.indd   1Vintage-Travel_137x90_10-20.indd   1 06/10/2020   16:34:5706/10/2020   16:34:57

At Thompson Taraz Rand we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

•  Accounts Preparation

•  Self Assessment

•  Taxation Advice

•  Business Start-ups

•  Business Planning

•  Payroll Services

•  Online Accounting

Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

01954 263000
info@thompsontarazrand.co.uk
www.thompsontarazrand.co.uk

incorporating Uttridge Accounting
36a Church St, Willingham 
Cambridge CB24 5HT

Chartered Accountants    Bus iness  Adv isers

Thompson Taraz Rand


