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The Next Advent Adventure Begins … see page 13
See also Christmas Greetings on page 18
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Advertising 
We would like to thank all our advertisers for their continued 
support during these difficult times. It’s due to them that 
Willingham News is able to serve the village. Please continue to 
support our local businesses now and in the future when 
restrictions are lifted.  

Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues 
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to: 
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your e‐mails Adverts. 
The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention 
that you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you 
all very much.
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Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News Ltd 
and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to ensure the 
accuracy of the content of the submissions, but this 
cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right to edit or 
omit articles at our discretion. The views expressed in 
readers’ letters are not necessarily those of the editorial 
team. Send your contributions to willinghamnews@ 
gmail.com as an email attachment of up to 250 words (no 
pdfs) to arrive before the monthly deadline. The Editorial 
Team comprises Liz Cosford, Jane Dowle, Wendy Law, 
Frances Watts, James Watts and Trevor Weston. 

The deadline for your contributions is the 8th of each 
month. As the library still has restricted opening, hard 
copy can be dropped off at 15 Balland Field. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present 
(with the exception of March 2006) are now available on the 
Willingham Life website run by WAG: 
www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham‐magazine back‐issues

To contact local police, phone 101 or email: 

SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Bin Collections – Fridays 

Friday 5 March Blue and Green    

Friday 12 March Black                          

Friday 19 March Blue and Green  

Friday 26 March Black 
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month.



4 WILLINGHAM NEWS February 2021

M
A

R
K

 B
IR

D
 

EL
EC

TR
IC

A
L 

SE
RV

IC
ES

Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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LONDON
FACIALS &
SKIN CARE
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MANICURES
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TINTING
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EAR PIERCING
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95 Rampton Road
Willingham
Cambridge CB24 5JQ

Tel: 01954 260375
Email: karendench@hotmail.com
www.karenbeautician.co.uk

DAYTIME & EVENING APPOINTMENTS
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Over Day Centre Bike Rides 
On Sunday 3 October, with the weather kind to us, riders 
and families enjoyed one of three rides and a celebratory 
get-together afterwards at the Over Community Centre. 
Local cycle clubs, Willingham Wheels and Swavesey & 
Over Cycling Club, shared their expertise and enthusiasm 
to organise the rides with the help of Over Day Centre 
Trustees and many friends. Very warm thanks to all who 
helped. A total of 126 riders participated.

The 'Challenge ride' of 50 miles was tackled by 56 riders, 
passing through scenic landscape and villages to Old 
Wimpole, on to the notorious ‘Chapel Hill’, and returning 
to Over. Twenty-one riders ‘had a go’ at the 20-mile ride, 
following the same route as the 50-miler at first, but then 
diverging at Elsworth to pass over the A14 iconic bridge to 
return. Forty-nine riders (with around one-third children 
– the youngest aged four) joined as families or individuals 
to follow the cycleway and busway track to St Ives for the 
water and fruit-bar stop before retracing their tyre tracks 
to Over. It was lovely to see the children enjoy receiving 
their finisher medals, as was the fulfilment on faces as 
riders completed their rides.

Just as pleasing was the enjoyment of riders and families 
who welcomed them back to the Community Centre. With 
excellent refreshments and catering on offer, as well as live 
music from ‘RPM’, there was a lively atmosphere of rider 
celebration.

Warm thanks go to all our sponsors: Law & Lewis, 
Joiners; Redmayne, Arnold & Harris, Estate Agents; 
Cambridgeshire Bathrooms; and Fen Edge Community 
Association. Also, many thanks to Aero Bicycle Repair for 
mechanical help, Dean Cullum for broom wagon (recovery 
of riders with bike if unable to continue), Pete Gosnell, 
paramedic, for first-aid support and to Jon Watkins for the 
wonderful photos.

The event raised just under £2,400 for the Day Centre. 
This sum will help enhance the services provided to local 
folk. Many thanks to everyone for their donations, either 
as riders or supporters. 

Some comments illustrate the success of the day: ‘Well 
done to the organisers and helpers of this event. It was 
lovely to sit in the sun outside the Community Centre with 
a pint watching all the riders coming back. Fantastic charity 
to support’. ‘Great ride yesterday, very well organised and 
executed by the team’. ‘Thank you for all the great work in 
the community’. ‘See you next year’.

In all, a very enjoyable day.  
Next year’s rides are planned for Sunday 12 June 2022 – 

make a note in your diary! 

Nigel Leaney

Old Willingham

In the late winter of 1947 there was major flooding 
throughout the country due to heavy rain and melting 
snow. Willingham and the surrounding villages were badly 
affected. Here is a diary entry for 17 March: ‘Although the 
day broke quietly after the overnight hurricane, it became 
apparent that the weary workers’ efforts to keep the 
flood in check were in vain. First light revealed a 12-foot 
breach in the bank of the Ouse at Over and thousands of 
acres were inundated. The water reached Earith and the 
Old West River, and the low lying areas of the villages of 
Over, Willingham, Fen Drayton and Swavesey, and the 
surrounding fenland.’

The challenge was how to fill the breach in the river 
dyke wall. In the end they brought in an ex-World War Two 
landing craft and dumped it into the breach, filling on top 
with soil. The West River Dyke was badly damaged and this 
month's picture shows the work crew who rebuilt the dyke 
walls with picks and shovels using a small railway installed 
for transporting the soil.

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com.
If you have stories or memories about this picture, 

please contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@
oldwillingham.com.

Willingham Photography Club
We are now meeting again in person at the Baptist Church, where 
we continue to aim to learn more about photography and to enjoy 

ourselves.  
There is a monthly assignment and photos are submitted at the 

meeting for consideration and feedback from our resident profes-
sional photographer.

The theme for December is A Night Shot (Without Flash).
We will view the images from this assignment at the January 

meeting.
The December meeting is the Annual Quiz. Teams will be sorted on 

the night. Please bring something edible to share. 
All photographs should be submitted at the meeting, which is on 

20 December. 
We cordially invite anyone who enjoys photography to get in touch 

and see what is on offer.   
Your expertise level does not matter; nor does the nature of your 

camera.  
The membership cost is £20 for 6 months with the first month free 
of charge for new members. We will be taking subscriptions from 

existing members at the January meeting.
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Looking Glass Café
The new Looking Glass 
Café is now open on 
Highgate Farm. We've 
loved meeting lots of 
people from the village 
and further afield in our 

first couple of weeks, and look forward to welcoming you 
if you haven't checked us out yet. We're open Tuesdays to 
Saturdays, 9 30 am – 3 pm in the week and 10 am – 2 pm 
on Saturdays.

I'm Mum to two amazing boys, I'm an artist and I've been 
teaching relaxation and wellbeing practices for 20 years. 
I've wanted my own little quirky café since a trip I took 
with my Mum after she'd been diagnosed with terminal 
cancer. We visited a lovely café in Herne Bay and I talked 
about how I'd love to have my own one day. Although she's 
not here to share the experience with me, my Mum is a big 
part of why I decided to open the café. My favourite thing 
has been Alice in Wonderland since I was eight years old, 
so there was no doubt what the café's theme would be.

As much of our menu as possible is home-made and 
freshly prepared to order. Our coffee is fair trade and 
roasted locally, we have an assortment of teas and our hot 
chocolate is delicious.

As well as being a quirky café, we are also a gallery, 
bookshop and community space, and have a few special 
events to look out for. Following our Festive Shopping 
Evening in November, we’re holding a Psychic Afternoon 
Tea on 5 December at 3 pm. Wellbeing events and craft, 
coffee and cake workshops are coming up in the new year.

Ruth Beech 
01954 260762 
@lookingglasscafegallery

Proprietor Ruth on the left

The Old Buttery Day Nursery  
Rated Outstanding

The Old Buttery Nursery has 
been rated as ‘Outstanding’ 
following the Ofsted inspection 
in June this year. This is after a 
‘Requires Improvement’ rating 
only two years ago. This is a proud 

achievement that is testament to the hard work put in by all 
the staff and parents during an unprecedented pandemic. 
We have implemented big changes to our setting, with an 
outdoor ethos and ‘Forest School’ approach, culminating 
in the purchase of the additional land at the back of the 
nursery. 

Here’s what the inspector wrote:
‘Children develop exceptional levels of confidence and 

independence as they manage tasks and make decisions 
about what they want to play. Their behaviour is excellent. 
They share toys, demonstrate new ideas to staff and each 
other and organise group play. These positive relationships 
help children to become strong and resilient. Children 
use their imagination with a host of creative items. For 
example, leaves and pegs become green dragonflies or a 
stomping stegosaurus and a triceratops.’

You can read the full report on our website www.koala-
kidz.co.uk or on the Ofsted website: files.ofsted.gov.uk/
v1/file/50165724.

Children can use their full 15/30 hours government 
funding with us in a flexible manner throughout the year 
between 7 30 am and 5 30 pm. We also run holiday clubs. 
We are not restricted to just 9 am to 3 pm.

If you would like to come and have a look around you 
can book a viewing by emailing edith@koala-kidz.co.uk or 
by telephone 01954 260046 and ask for Edith. 

Edith Jeffrey

Willingham Community Planning 
Group Update

By the time you read this, we hope that the questionnaire will 
have gathered the opinion of the village! 

Whether you filled it in online or a paper copy, Willingham 
owes you a huge thank you for sharing your opinions. Together, 
your responses will help form a new community plan that can 
help make life better for all of us. 

The WCPG would like to thank all the individuals and village 
organisations that have supported us to make sure everyone’s 
voice is heard. Particular thanks go to the Parish Council for 
funding this independent survey and to the Library, School and 
Post Office for helping with delivery and distribution. There are 
very many individuals and groups involved and we can’t name 
them all. Whether you wrote questions, were interviewed, 
delivered questionnaires, helped loved ones fill theirs in or just 
shared our posts on social media – thank you!
The hard work analysing the data will now start. You can next 
expect to see an update early in the New Year. It’s going to take 
talented individuals in the village to help drive things through. 
So if you have interest in and enthusiasm for our village or 
specific knowledge (especially in fundraising, public grants or 
large projects such as roads) that could help, please do get in 
touch by emailing communityplanning@willinghamlife.org. 
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For 20 years 1st 
Willingham Scout 
Group has been 
organising the village 
firework display. 
Many readers will 
remember the big 
bonfires at Manning’s 
Farm in the past, 
before we moved 
to the new location 
at the Recreation 
Ground. The last 
three years have 
seen some extremes 
for the organisers of 
the event: gale-force 
winds in 2019 forced 
us to postpone 
our event for the first time. The 
pandemic in 2020 put a stop to all 
public gatherings. This year we had 
overwhelming attendance – over 
2,000 people – more than double 
our usual numbers with visitors 
coming much further than the usual 
audience who walk from their front 
doors. 

The unexpected last-minute 
surge in attendance was very good 
for the fundraising element of the 
event which will go a very long way 
to supporting young people in our 
community at a time when youth 
services are finding it hard to get 
re-established. However, we do 

acknowledge that it 
provided a number 
of challenges 
associated with a 
large number of 
people driving into 
the village on the 
night of the event. 
Thank you for your 
patience as we dealt 
with the issues. We 
will be putting in 
extra measures next 
year to manage the 
size of the event 
and do hope you 
will be able to join 
us for the occasion. 

This is a volunteer-run community 
event and huge thanks must go to 
the core organising team along with 
the many volunteers that stepped 
into the numerous roles required for 
a successful event. We are grateful to 
the Parish Council for supporting the 
use of the Recreation Ground for the 
occasion.  

After so many months of restrictions 
we were proud to run an outdoor 
community event supporting the 
young people in our area, and hope 
to see you again in 2022. 

Matt Haigh 
Group Scout Leader, 1st Willingham 
Scout Group

The nights are drawing in, the leaves in their shades of 
red and orange are finally falling from the trees and the 
alpacas are looking increasingly like fluffy teddy bears.

We have just closed for our 2021 season and, having 
welcomed over 200 people to our ‘little piece of Peru’, 
it’s time to catch up on all the 
winter jobs! Since re-opening in 
April (under the first easing of 
COVID restrictions), we have been 
overwhelmed by the wonderful 
feedback and lovely words that 
have been shared with us from 
those that have visited. It’s been a 
real pleasure helping to celebrate 
milestone birthdays, anniversaries 
and bring together family groups 
after such long periods of time 

apart. We have also been able to provide Animal Assisted 
Interventions to students from Red Balloon, which has 
led to some truly amazing outcomes. The power of 
animals and nature never cease to astound me!

At the time of writing, we hope to be able to attend 
the Primary School Winter Fayre on 
4 December. We plan to take a small 
group of our fleecy friends along, so 
please do pop by to say hello!

We will be re-opening our alpaca 
experiences again in the spring, but 
if you would like to hear more from 
Alpaca HQ in the meantime, then 
please give us a follow on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Libby and Zeus

Massive Attendance for Firework Night on the Rec 
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Young Readers’  
Corner

!

Quick Crossword by Willow 

Answers on page 18 

Book Quiz 
Answers on page 18 
As we will all be changing our clocks again this month, I 
have chosen books with the word ‘Time’ in the title.  
Welcome to Spring! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chris Lacey

Guest Editors this month – Ester, Isla, Sol and Honor 
Overton  

Slime Recipe  

Slime is always a huge hit in our house. We make it way too 
often!  
This is our favourite recipe –  

Ingredients 

1 cup of white or clear glue (pva) 
1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda 
1‐2 teaspoons of contact lens solution (it must have borax in 
the ingredients as that’s the magic bit!) 
A squirt of paint or food colouring – your favourite colour.  

Method 

So, what do you have to do? First, stir together the glue and 
bicarbonate of soda in a bowl. Add in the squirt of colouring 
and mix. Now add the contact lens solution and keep stirring 
until it starts to get stringy and comes away from the edge of 
the bowl. Take it in your hands and knead it for a minute or 
so until it only sticks to itself. It will be super stretchy! 

You can also add glitter or glow in the dark paint. Our 
favourite is to make it fluffy slime! To make this, add three 
cups of shaving foam to the mixture before you add the 
contact lens solution, and it will be super stretchy AND super 
fluffy!  

Enjoy! 

Super Star Wars Jokes 

Why did Anakin cross the road? 
To get to the dark side! 

What do you call Chewbacca when he gets chocolate in his 
fur? 

A chocolate chip wookie! 

What side of an Ewok has the most hair? 
The outside! 

Which Star Wars character works at a restaurant? 
Darth Waiter 

The Wind – a Poem and a Riddle as well! 

Did you feel me in the air? 
Did you see me dancing through your hair? 
Did you feel me in the breeze? 
Did you hear me whisper through the trees? 
 
Did you smell the smoke with me? 
Did you taste the salt brought from the sea? 
I blew the clouds, the fog I thinned, 
What am I?                            I am the wind. 
 
Many thanks to Ester, Isla, Sol and Honor for their recipe, 
poem and jokes. 

If you have anything that you would like to see in the Young 
Reader’s Corner in future editions, please send your ideas to 
willinghamnews@gmail.com.

!

! " # $ % &

' (

) !* !!

!" !# !$ !%

!&

!' !( !)

"* "!

"" "#

1    A Time to Kill 
2    The Time Traveler’s 
      Wife 
3    The Time Machine 
4    The Curious Incident of 
      the Dog in the Night‐
      Time 
5    Love in the Time of 
      Cholera 

6    Hard Times 
7    The Land that Time 
      Forgot 
8    A Dance to the Music of 
      Time 
9    A Brief History of Time 
10  A Wrinkle in Time 

Across 
1    Extreme fear (6) 
4    Fundamental (5) 
7    Body tissue (6) 
8    Tropical fruit (6) 
9    See (4) 
10 Has a stab (8) 
12 Journey's end (11) 
17 Union (8) 
19 Heart of the matter (4) 
20 Building for vehicle (6) 
21 Guffaws (6) 
22 Sister's daughter (5) 
23 Without hindrance (6) 

Down 
1    Punched (7) 
2    Repeats aloud (7) 
3    Procedure in theatre (9) 
4    Huge fire (5) 
5    Hair detergent (7) 
6    Unrefined (6) 
11 Globetrotter (9) 
13 Stretch (7) 
14 Embody (7) 
15 Badly behaved (7) 
16 Specialised language (6) 
18 Corner (5) 
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P8 
Cryptic Crossword by Naxos 
 
Answers on page X 
 
This crossword contains 15 terms of endearment.  
See if you can find them all. 
 

 
Across 
9 A greater amount of love in Rome (5) 
10 Roughly draws feathers on top when heading south (9) 
11 Funny play about retro design provides stability for TV consumers (7) 
12 Pain induced when you wear a cheap part (7) 
13 Nick is evidently undecorated as a companion (5) 
15 Equally hard wood (3) 
16 Opening created by splitting atoms (5) 
17 Wine container for consuming at home (5) 
18 Scottish type that’s a snug fit (5)  
21 Bird-like deity lacking body captures topless sprite (5) 
22 Stop the boat all at the last stroke (3)  
23 Pure mistake about drug money (5) 
25 Embraces antique found in excavation of fens (7) 
27 Picture round includes animal artist (7) 
28 Cause of floating fantasy? (9) 
30 Creature that’s sweet but missing his tail (5) 
 
Down 
1 Grace achieved with boldness, close to wilful at heart (7)  
2 Timber support made from fizzy 22 (9) 
3 Expensive American initially taken in by returning extremist (4) 

Across

9  A greater amount of love in 

Rome (5)

10  Roughly draws feathers on 

top when heading south (9)

11  Funny play about retro 

design  provides stability for 

TV consumers (7)

12  Pain induced when you wear 

a cheap part (7)

13  Nick is evidently undecorated 

as a companion (5)

15  Equally hard wood (3)

16  Opening created by splitting 

atoms (5)

17  Wine container for 

consuming at home (5)

18  Scottish type that’s a snug fit 

(5) 

21  Bird-like deity lacking body 

captures topless sprite (5)

22  Stop the boat all at the last 

stroke (3) 

23  Pure mistake about drug 

money (5)

25  Embraces antique found in 

excavation of fens (7)

27  Picture round includes 

animal artist (7)

28  Cause of floating fantasy? (9)

30  Creature that’s sweet but 

missing his tail (5)

Down
1  Grace achieved with 

boldness, close to wilful at 
heart (7) 

2  Timber support made from 
fizzy 22 (9)

3  Expensive American initially 
taken in by returning 
extremist (4)

4  Timeless furry toy is a 
current sensation (4)

5  Dodgy type of agreement 
created at the central mint, 
say? (7)

6  Vessel reached by less in 
number without leader (4)

7  Affected about promises 
prior made at the beginning 
(8)

8  Casually point out who is the 
man with the weapon (7)

14  Sharpen your first topping (5)
15  Stop a stain making a mess 

for starters (10)
16  Begin to spread sauce over 

type of plum (5)
17  Dummy working as 

peacekeeper? (8)
19  Minister enters car club with 

purpose of obtaining extras 
(7)

20  Enjoy getting under the 
covers with Morrison 
masterpiece (7)

24  Pilots add to play about 
simulated death (6)

26  Juvenile dance stopped early 
when girl left (5)

27  The essence of it sounds like 
a mockery taken with a lisp 
(4)

28  Theatrical intent (4)

Cryptic Crossword by Naxos
Answers on page 20
This crossword contains 15 terms of endearment. See if 
you can find them all.

All answers on page 20.
Our guest editors this month are Oliver (11) and George 
(9) Kirk. Oliver created the Word Search and wrote the 
jokes. George produced the ‘Spot the Difference’.

Word Search

Christmas Jokes

What’s red and white, red and white, red and white?
Santa rolling down a hill

What do elves learn at school?
The elf-abet

What did the cow get for Christmas?
A cow-culator

What do you call Santa when he has no money?
Saint nickel-less

Spot the Difference

There are six differences between these two pictures. Can 
you spot them?
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.WillinghamParishCouncil.gov.uk 

D Law               Parish Council Chairman                     cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      01954 202188 

N Harris           Planning Committee Chairman         cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  07792 611226 

P King               Parish Council Vice Chair                    cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                   01954 260780 

L King               Leisure & Amenities – Lead Cllr        cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                    01954 260780 

R Manning      Greens & Boundaries – Lead Cllr      cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk             01954 261235 

B Mansfield    Cemetery – Lead Cllr                           cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk           01954 261540 

R Tassell           Halls – Lead Cllr                                    cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                 07974 673836
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Parish Council Casual Vacancy
Following the resignation announced last month, there is 
now a vacancy on the Council. As there were no requests 
for an election the Council is now free to co-opt a new 
councillor. If you would like to influence local decisions 
and support your community by joining the Council, 
please contact the office (see below) for more information 
and details of how to apply. It is expected that the co-
option will take place at the meeting of the Full Council on  
12 January. 

Orchard Footpath and Speed Limit
We first applied to the A14 Legacy Fund in April 2019 for 
a project to create a footpath to the Community Orchard. 
This would provide pedestrian access without encroaching 
on the private roadway alongside Earith Road. The project 
was approved some time ago but there has been a long 
delay in implementation while the Highways Department 
considered whether a proposed change to the speed 
limit would be included in the same works. Happily, this 
has now been agreed. The 30 mph limit will be extended 
northwards to cover the new footpath, and a 40 mph buffer 
zone will be added to encourage motorists to slow down 
when entering the village. The construction is planned for 
January next year and it is expected that the B1050 will be 
closed during the works.

Environment Issues
Last year we successfully applied to the SCDC Zero 
Carbon Communities Grant for £13,000 towards low 
carbon heating of the Ploughman Hall. This has now been 
installed and provides a much more controllable source of 
heating, which is not only more efficient but will cut down 
on wasteful heating of unused spaces in the building.

This year we made a joint application with the Willingham 
Action Group for funds to create a wildflower strip at the 
edge of the QEII Playing Field and to add a hedge to Barton 
Field. We were again successful and accepted a grant of 
£4,160 which, along with £3,000 of section 106 money 
(dedicated to open space development), will see these 
projects proceed soon.

Multi-Use Games Area
Planning for the combined netball and tennis games area 
to be constructed on the Recreation Ground behind the 
bowling green is progressing well and an application has 
now been submitted to Greater Cambridge. If anybody 
wishes to look at it in detail, it is available to view on the 
Greater Cambridge Shared Planning portal as application 
21/04517/FUL.

Greater Cambridge Local Plan

The consultation for the Greater Cambridge Local Plan has 
begun and runs until 13 December. Although there are 
no direct implications for Willingham, the District Council 
is still keen to hear the opinions of residents. For more 
information and to make any comments, see the website 
at www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/localplan.

Cemetery

The planned work to level the uneven ground in the 
cemetery has had to be postponed because of adverse 
weather conditions. Remedial work to repair and then add 
a fence on top of the small wall between the cemetery 
and the closed churchyard is being investigated by South 
Cambs District Council whose responsibility it is. They are 
working with the Ely Diocese and the Parish Church to 
form an action plan.

South Cambridgeshire District Council – Shire Homes 
Private Sector Leasing Scheme

South Cambridgeshire District Council’s private sector 
leasing scheme, Shire Homes, offers homeowners a hassle-
free way to rent out their properties. They are looking for 
good quality properties, in a lettable condition in South 
Cambridgeshire. Whatever size property you have, from 
a bedsit to a four-bedroom house, they are interested in 
hearing from you.

At Shire Homes, there are no hidden extras. It’s easy 
to do, there are no hidden fees and they guarantee your 
rental payments – even if the property is empty. The 
scheme allows Shire Homes to provide secure, affordable 
and good quality housing to people looking for a new 
home.  For further details contact Louise Moulding – Shire 
Homes Lettings Manager on 03450 450051 – louisse.
moulding@scambs.gov.uk. 

Council Office Details

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham, CB24 5LP
Tel: 01954 261027
Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 am – 1 pm (closed 
bank holidays)

Clerk: Mandy Powell

D Law Parish Council Chairman cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 202188
N Harris Planning Committee Chairman cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 07792 611226
P King Parish Council Vice Chair cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
L King Leisure and Amenities – Lead Cllr cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
B Mansfield Cemetery – Lead Cllr cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261540
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment.  
If we are closed, please call 111. 

Help Us to Help You – Busy Service 

All NHS services are under severe pressure at the 
moment, as we look after increasing numbers of patients 
who are sick with COVID‐19 and other deteriorating 
conditions in the community. We are also delivering the 
huge and vitally important COVID‐19 vaccination 
programme. Please do not contact us regarding a vaccine, 
we will contact you. 

So that we can focus on these really important issues, 
we will understandably be prioritising urgent care. This 
means that when you contact us, we may have an initial 
conversation with you to understand how urgent your 
health needs are.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent (for example 
attending for a routine blood test), you may have to wait 
longer than usual until you can be dealt with. However, do 
please make sure that you continue to get in touch with us 
if you need to. This is particularly important if:  
• your problem is genuinely urgent 
• you have a long term condition that is getting worse 
• you are worried about symptoms that might indicate 

cancer 
Please also remember – you can call NHS 111 for urgent 
concerns and 999 for serious emergencies and that our 
local pharmacist can help with minor complaints. 

For adults with mental health problems, including 
depression and anxiety, you can refer yourself directly to 
the local wellbeing service, via 0300 300 0055. If you are 
experiencing a mental health crisis, contact the First 
Response Service by calling 111 and select option 2 (in 
Wisbech call 111, select option 1 and ask to be put 
through to the First Response Service). 

The Cambridgeshire County Council has a range of 
support and information to help in times of urgent need. 
To access these please telephone 0345 045 5202 – 8 am – 
6 pm weekdays and 9 am – 1 pm on Saturdays. Outside 
office hours if someone is in danger telephone 01733 
234724. In an emergency, call 999. Also see 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/adults. 

Thank you very much for helping us all manage under 
these very difficult circumstances. 

Magpas Donations 

In the absence of the Lucky Squares raffle last Christmas, 
the practice requested donations to Magpas Air 
Ambulance. We are delighted to announce we raised 
£100.50 via our ‘Just Giving’ page. Thank you to all those 
that donated. Let’s hope Lucky Squares will return in 
Christmas 2021! 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 6 00  
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            4 30 – 7 00 
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                               2 00 – 4 00  
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Emergencies                                                4 00 – 6 00 

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY 

Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602 

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 

Out of hours cover: Ring 111  Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Carers' Meeting 

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still 
currently postponed until further notice. They will be 
reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for 
someone and need advice and financial or emotional 
support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 
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Christmas Opening Hours

Please note the surgery will be CLOSED on the weekends and 
all the bank holidays including Monday 27 December, Tuesday 
28 December and Monday 3 January. Normal opening hours 
on all the other days during the holiday period.

Please plan ahead and make sure you have enough 
medication. The last date for ordering repeat prescriptions in 
time for the Christmas holidays is Wednesday 21 December. The 
last date for collection before Christmas is Friday 24 December 
by 4 pm at Longstanton Surgery and 6 pm at Willingham. The 
last date for ordering repeat medication before the New Year 
will be Wednesday 29 December and collection is no later than 
Friday 31 December by 4 pm at Longstanton Surgery and 6 pm 
at Willingham. 

Get Ready for Winter Viruses

Flu and COVID-19 can both be life-threatening and spread 
more easily in winter, when we are all crowded together inside. 
Most adults and children will be eligible for a flu jab, COVID-19 
booster or both. It’s the most effective way to boost our natural 
immunity and protect ourselves from these viruses. So, book 
your vaccine appointments now and boost your immunity this 
winter.

It’s important to get your flu vaccine this year as well as your 
COVID-19 vaccines. The flu vaccine is given free on the NHS to 
people who:

• are 50 and over (including those who will be 50 by 31 March 
2022)

• have certain health conditions

• are pregnant

• are in long-stay residential care

• receive a carer's allowance, or are the main carer for an 
older or disabled person who may be at risk if you get sick

• live with someone who is more likely to get infections (such 
as someone who has HIV, has had a transplant or is having 
certain treatments for cancer, lupus or rheumatoid arthritis)

• frontline health or social care workers.

COVID-19 vaccines are available to anyone over 16 through 
the national booking service or walk-in spots. Boosters are also 
available for people over 50 or health and social care workers, 
as long as it is 182 days since your second dose. These have 
to be booked at: www.nhs.uk/book-a-coronavirus-vaccination. 

There are loads of winter bugs already circulating in our 
communities. It might feel like you've been ill forever, but some 
things do take a while to clear. You can get medication from the 
pharmacy to help relieve the symptoms while you recover.

Help Your Local NHS This Winter

The past 18 months have been really hard for the NHS but 
there are some small things you can do that will make a big 
difference to help the NHS this winter:

• Get your flu vaccine – whether you have one for free or 
need to buy one from a pharmacy, it’s really important for 
you and your family to be protected this winter.

• Get your COVID-19 vaccines – first dose, second dose, third 
dose or booster, take up the offer of COVID-19 vaccines that 
are available to you.

• Download the NHS app – for on-the-go access to your NHS 
COVID pass, book appointments, order repeat prescriptions 
and more www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-app. 

• Use your local pharmacy – they are experts in medication 
and can provide lots of self-care advice and medicines for 
winter bugs.

• Keep a well-stocked medicine cabinet – you never know 
which bugs you and your family might catch this winter, 
so it’s worth having a supply of basic medications at home 
www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/your-medicine-
cabinet. 

COVID-19 Vaccine for Pregnant Women

The NHS is encouraging pregnant women to get the COVID-19 
vaccine as new data shows that nearly 20 per cent of the most 
critically ill COVID patients are pregnant women who have not 
been vaccinated.

Wishing all our patients a Happy and Healthy Holiday this 
Christmas.

Lisa Smith 
Assistant Practice Manager

WILLINGHAM SURGERY
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 8 30 – 1 00 2 30 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00

Tuesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 7 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 4 30 – 7 00
Ante Natal Baby Clinic 2 00 – 4 00

Wednesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 5 30

Thursday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00

Friday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 5 30
Emergencies  4 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 8 30 – 1 00 2 30 – 6 00
Tuesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 7 00
Wednesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Thursday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Friday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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Services in Church
  5 December 11 00 am Morning Worship
12 December 11 00 am Holy Communion
19 December 11 00 am Village Carol Service
25 December 11 00 am  Christmas Day Communion Service

Services
Throughout the month an audio copy of a separate weekly 
service will be recorded. Please get in touch with one of the 
contacts below if you would like a copy to listen to.  

Please do keep checking our Website, Noticeboards and 
Facebook page for news about all our services and other Notices.
A Nativity Trail for Youngsters
We hope there will be a Nativity Trail in the churchyard to 
help our youngsters learn about the real Christmas story. At 
the time of writing we are still working on this but it should be 
interesting! Please see Church Notice Boards or contact James 
Watts for more details.
Sale of Christmas Items
Our Christmas Fayre will be held at the Church on 4 December, 
starting at 10 am. Posters outside the Church and Notices on 
our Facebook page have described a range of Christmas Door 
Wreaths and Decorations that could be pre-ordered and these 
will be available for collection at the Fayre. 

In addition, a wide range of cakes and preserves, pies and 
pastries will be available for purchase on the day.
‘Sponsor a Chair’ for the Octagon
As part of a general refurbishment of the Octagon, we are 
planning to replace chairs used for the many gatherings and 
functions held there. Several people have come forward to 
‘Sponsor a Chair’, sometimes in memory of an individual or of 
an event held in the Octagon or Church. If anyone is interested in 
joining in with this initiative, please see the Church Noticeboards, 
our Facebook page or contact one of the individuals below for 
more details.
Contact Details
Clergy:
Simon Gill  01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk
Lucy Cleland  01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk
Jenny Hill   07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk
Deputy Warden:
James Watts  01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com

Services
Wednesday 1 December
6 30 pm Advent Adventure Launch  
 (Please see page 13 for more details)
Sunday 5 December
No morning service
6 00 pm Geoff Redhead  (former Secretary WBC) – Christmas Advent
Sunday 12 December
10 00 am Café Church at Home (on Zoom)
6 00 pm Josh Monteiro – Pastor Emmanuel Church, Northstowe –   
 How Can Sinful People Walk with God?
Wednesday 15 December
10 00 am Open Door Coffee Morning with Carol Singing – 
 a Christmas Special
Sunday 19 December
11 00 am Carol Service at St Mary and All Saints
6 00 pm Carol Service, followed by refreshments and mince pies
Friday 24 December
10 00 am Christmas Eve Café Church
Saturday 25 December
10 30 am Christmas Day Celebration
Sunday 26 December
No services today

Events
Nimble Fingers Craft Club: Mondays 2 – 4 pm. Bring your crafts and 
join with others, or come and learn new skills. Tea, coffee and good 
company provided. Contact Daphne for more information 01954 
260568.
TOPS Toddler Group: Tuesdays at 9 45 am for 18 months plus in the 
church. Great place to meet other families while the children enjoy 
the activities and playing. Contact Debbie Allen for more information 
01954 261581.
Open Door Coffee Morning: Wednesdays 10 – 11 30 am. Contact 
Cynthia Nolan for further information 01954 202240.
Community Luncheon Club: Thursdays bi-weekly, prior booking 
essential. Contact Daphne on 01954 260568.
Men’s Breakfast: 18 December at 7 45 am for a hearty cooked 
breakfast followed by a short topical talk. Contact Pete Sacre for more 
information 01954 261655 or peetamin@gmail.com. See below.

This month's ‘Thought for the Month’  
can be found on page 14.

Willingham Men’s Breakfast Christmas Special 
We’re back after 18 months of Zoom Breakfasts and Coffee Mornings.
In our 15th year! Every third Saturday of the month – Breakfast/Chat/Talk. 
A warm welcome to all! Willingham Men's Breakfast Christmas Special on 
Saturday 18 December at the Baptist Church. 
• Come along at 7 45 am and help us eat a good cooked breakfast with all 

the trimmings! 
• Prepared/cooked by Geoff (Chef du Bacon) Pake and our new Co-chef du 

Sausage, Dennis. 
• Cereal, fruit and toast are available too. 
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Kevin Runs the World
Willingham Dad, Kevin Brittain, is on an epic, philanthropic 
mission with an equally epic target of raising £1 million 
for six amazing children’s charities. He is running the 
equivalent distance of one lap around the world; a 
staggering 40,075 km! 

The ‘Runpreneur 
Challenge’, as it’s 
known, will see 
Kevin running a 
minimum of 5 km 
every single day 
(he’s currently 
averaging 9.2 km 
per day!) for the 
next 10-11 years of 
his life. He is hoping 
to have covered 
the full distance of 
40,075 km by the 
time he reaches 50 
years of age. 

This really is an 
ultra marathon like 
no other, taking determination and motivation to another 
level, with one aim in mind: raising £1 million to help save 
the lives of children. Kevin has run for 523 consecutive 
days so far, whilst vlogging and in barefoot-style shoes 
and has covered a total distance of 4,437 km. So he means 
business! 

During each year of the challenge, Kevin also hopes to 
break a world record. He already holds the Guinness World 
Record for the fastest marathon runner dressed as a ninja, 
which was claimed during the virtual London Marathon 
back in 2020.

You can find out more about the challenge and the 
charities it’s supporting by visiting www.challenge.
runpreneur.co. Here, you can also support the challenge 
by making a one-time donation, or by setting up a 
monthly subscription for as little as £1 per month. Please 
follow Kevin on his epic journey of more than a decade 
by connecting with him on his social platforms and you 
can also check out Kevin’s Youtube channel at: tiny.cc/yt-
kevinbrittain.

Willingham  
Women’s  
Institute
Our next meeting is on Monday 13 December at 7 30 
pm in the Social Club and will be our Christmas Party, so 
members only. There will be a buffet, traditional games 
and a quiz.

In November, our speaker was Angela Collins, A 
Puppet’s Tale. We heard about Angela’s life growing up 
as one of seven children in Essex, becoming a hairdresser 
and then starting to do children’s puppet shows with 
puppets she made herself from foam and bits of spare 
material. Gradually, as she was asked to perform her 
shows at more and larger venues, her repertoire and 
the complexity of her puppets grew. Her response was 
always ‘yes, of course I can’. Eventually she was putting 
on puppet shows and workshops for English Heritage as 
well as performing at Liverpool City Festival, for which 
she made puppets of the Liver Birds and The Beatles. 
Despite a life overshadowed by tragedy and setbacks, 
her indomitable spirit won through. She now has a 
haberdashery shop in Stevenage and her website can 
be found at: www.craftcourses.com/providers/can-do-
crafts-shop. It was a fascinating and enjoyable talk.

Mixed Craft Group
The group meets on the last Wednesday of each month 
between 10 am and 4 30 pm in the Baptist Church. All 
welcome and no need to be a WI member.

Our WI is large and friendly and a great way for women 
in the village to socialise and get to know new people. 
Why not give it a try? If you would like to find out more, 
please contact us at willinghamwi28@gmail.com.

Willingham Gardening Club
The Gardening Club is pleased to be hosting 

The Indoor Jungle
Happy House Plants

by
Geoff Hodge

How to get the best outcome from indoor plant growing
Monday 6 December 

at the Social Club
Starting at 7 30 pm
Open to all – Fee £3 

Raffle and refreshments

In Memory of Gerald Mears
My dear friend Gerry Mears passed away suddenly on the 
morning of 3 May. He was probably the most neighbourly, 
generous and friendly person in our road in Willingham where, 
with siblings Robert, Lisa and Caroline, Gerry was born and lived. 
Gerry worked at the Immigration Centre at Oakington cleaning 
and later as a carer for a homecare organisation in the village 
on home visits. He worked for many years serving at the Free 
Church (UFC) cafe in St Ives. 

A lovely story was recounted recently at his memorial service, 
held at UFC in October. Working, he noticed a volunteer sitting 
outside holding her face with a hanky. He stopped and went over 
to ask the matter. The older lady had a nosebleed. He fetched 
towels and a cuppa and stayed until the bleeding had stopped. 
When ready, he asked whether she would like to be escorted to 
the bus station, waiting until she was safely on the bus for home. 
Typically Gerald. 

Gerry was a character with forthright, topical opinions. He 
loved running and regularly used to exercise with fellow runners 
or attend the local gym in the village. He inspired me to complete 
the last two London marathons. He often stopped for a chat as 
he walked in the village to visit his brother Robert, go to work 
or make his frequent visits to St Ives by bus. He was a regular at 
the Men’s Breakfast at the Baptist Church with Robert, attending 
organised day trips. Our thoughts and prayers are with Caroline, 
Robert and Lisa. 

Pete Sacre
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The Advent Adventure

24 Windows, 24 Days – Theme: Recycled Nativity

Favourite Carols Vote

Time to vote for your favourite carols! The top five will be 
sung on 1 December at our launch event. Voting closes at 
12 noon on 1 December. 
Vote at: tinyurl.com/jukeboxcarols2021

Big Light Switch On and Parade

This year on Wednesday 1 December at 6 30 pm we will 
gather at 41 High Street for the Big Light Switch On. We 
plan to show this live on Facebook too! We will then parade 
to the Baptist Church. You can make your own lantern or 
bring along LED candles/lights or torches. Please bring 
drums, bells and whistles to make a loud noise!

In-Person and Live-Streamed Window Unveiling

At around 6 45 pm we will gather outside the Baptist 
Church and also live-stream on Facebook the unveiling of 
the first Advent window.

In-Person and Live-Streamed Juke Box Carols 

On arrival at the Baptist Church mulled wine will be served 
(Covid permitting). We will then sing the ‘Top 5’ carols 
chosen by you and also stream this live on Facebook so 
you can join in at home if you prefer. Note this will be held 
outside so wrap up warm. Please vote in advance for your 
favourite carols.

Our Eco-Friendly Theme

We wanted to make some links this year with the 
Willingham Plastics Pledge. All the windows will be created 
from recycled or eco-friendly materials this year. Why not 
do your bit this Christmas too and sign the pledge. Find out 
more: willinghamlife.org/take-the-willingham-plastics-
pledge.

You will be able to pick up a list of all the Advent Windows 
from the usual places: the Post Office, the Library, Boswells 
Bakers and from willinghambaptist.org.

Kathryn Wright

Our cover photo shows one of last year’s Advent 
Adventure windows.

Winter Planters
Two members of the 
Parish Council have 
been busy removing 
the summer plants, 
now past their best, 
from the half-barrel 
planters around 
the village and 
planting the winter 
r e p l a c e m e n t s 
including some evergreens, pansies and other bulbs. Our 
thanks go to Hayden’s Nursery on Mill Road for advice and 
for supplying some of the plants and also to our volunteer 
watering teams at the Library, the Parish Council Office 
and the scouts at the Public Hall.

Mike Tidball

Reader's Letter

Dear Editors
I’m writing about the lack of a safe area to exercise dogs, 
off their leads, in Willingham.

When we first moved to Willingham in the early 1990s 
we had two areas of ‘set aside’ land available to exercise 
dogs near the Recreation Ground. One has long since 
gone and the other, accessed via Pound Lane, is no longer 
available for dog walkers (or the general public) to use. 
This has been a great loss to the village.

The Community Orchard is maturing into a beautiful 
amenity. However, its proximity to the B1050, its distance 
from the village and lack of safe parking make it unsuitable 
for exercising dogs safely, especially for the elderly and 
people with young families.

I took my energetic dog to the Community Orchard for 
a walk last week. My concern is she might get through 
the fence beside the B1050 or even get into the fields 
bordering the orchard (these aren’t fenced at all and are 
again next to the busy road). Both sides of the orchard 
need to be fenced properly and the fence bordering the 
road needs to be improved.

I realise other options have been looked at: the Parish 
Council land in Meadow Road for example, but this is too 
far from the village. The area off Rampton Road is nice but 
again it’s a long way from the village.

When I stop to talk to other dog walkers, they often say 
they are now forced to drive to other villages to exercise 
their dogs. This seems unacceptable given that we live in a 
rural community. There must be some solution to this. We 
need a safe, easily accessible area to exercise dogs, close 
to the village, and at a safe distance from speeding traffic.

Is there some space near the Recreation Ground, perhaps 
creating a dog walk around the edge of the Recreation 
Ground or Jubilee Field? There are an increasing number of 
dog owners in the village and there is a need for a suitable 
area for them to exercise their pets within the village.

Many thanks
Siobhan Brown

Book Quiz for December
Answers on page 20

It’s good to get together at Christmas time so home/house 
is the theme of book titles this month. Find the authors. 
Have a good Christmas.

1. Little House on the 
Prairie
2. The House at Pooh 
Corner
3. A Doll’s House
4. Bleak House
5. The House at Riverton

6. The House on the Strand
7. The Fall of the House of 
Usher
8. The Road Home
9. Sing You Home
10. The Beach House



14 WILLINGHAM NEWS December 2021

Thought for the Month

Countdown to Christmas?

Children certainly count down the days to Christmas: 
‘Three more sleeps … two more sleeps … one more 
sleep until Christmas Day’. Yet December can appear to 
gain pace by the day. In many ways the momentum is 
upward, not downward, if we consider the anticipation 
and excitement levels. Then there is the expenditure on 
gifts and good food. This year we can expect a steep rise 
in energy costs.

The last month of the year brings an endless number 
of enjoyable events such as Christmas lights switch 
on, seasonal fairs and carol services. Growing up, I 
remember a full December diary and never a dull 
moment. My mum was the director of music at our 
local church. My brother and I were in the choir, so 
we all sang our full quota of carols at school, at church 
and in the community youth choir. Now that collective 
singing is possible, I know that many people long to sing 
countless carols this Christmas. It may be a case of ‘the 
more the merrier.’

In the Nativity story, I imagine the relative peace and 
tranquillity of the sheep, the camels and the donkey. 
I tend to assume that they continued to take life at 
a leisurely pace, even if the Shepherds, Wise Men, 
Mary and Joseph were wanting to travel with speed. 
Each Advent, I like to take a few quiet days to prepare 
practically for Christmas – browsing in the shops slowly 
and steadily working my way through the writing of 
cards. 

Last December had a strange feel. First, looking 
forward to spending the Christmas period with loved 
ones, then another lockdown loomed. As COVID-19 
cases soared, so the seasonal festivities unravelled and 
diminished. Who knows what it will be like this year?

Whether you are counting up or counting down this 
December, I wish you a Happy Christmas.

Rev Lucy Cleland  
St Mary & All Saints’ Church

County Councillor Report  
Neil Gough

Dear Residents
I hope that you’re all well with winter now upon us. The 
festive break will soon be here and I wanted to wish all 
residents a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year. Here is my update of County Council matters.

Highways

The date for the next quarterly meeting with the Highways 
Officers is set for Friday 10 December.  This will provide 
another opportunity to get resolution and discuss priority 
on the various outstanding matters.

Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) Consultations

The GCP will shortly be launching two public consultations 
on proposals to help people move around the area more 
easily and sustainably. The Cambridge Eastern Access 
consultation will seek views on proposals for cycling and 
walking improvements on Newmarket Road, while the 
‘Making Connections’ consultation is part of the GCP’s 
City Access project and will seek views on proposals to 
transform public transport, cycling and walking as well as 
reducing pollution and congestion in the area.

The GCP is inviting as many people as possible to attend 
events, where they will be able to find out about the 
consultations from the project teams and ask questions.

In the first instance, the meetings will mainly focus on 
the Eastern Access but there will be further consultation 
events and GCP community forum meetings during the 
consultation period. These will be advertised on the GCP 
website and social media channels.

‘Zebra’ Buses 

A bid to fund 30 new electric double-decker buses for the 
Cambridge area has been given the green light as part of 
the Zero Emission Buses Regional Area (ZEBRA) scheme 
initiative for 2021-22.

The overall project cost is over £16.5 million, with the 
balance being funded from the Combined Authority’s 
Transforming Cities Fund, GCP’s City Deal and an operator 
partner. This combined value will support the purchase 
of 30 new battery electric, zero emission double-decker 
buses to operate on the Park & Ride and Citi2 routes, 
and will also include in-depot charging infrastructure and 
charging infrastructure at a Park and Ride location (and 
respective grid connections). The new buses are expected 
to enter service in the second half of 2022.

Over 100 deaths in Greater Cambridge are attributable 
to air pollution each year and buses are the largest single 
contributor to emissions. 

As always, please feel free to contact me with your 
thoughts, views and issues. My mobile is 07919 990299 
and email is neilgoughcrw@gmail.com. 

A Christmas Poem

Christmas means scarves and socks
Puddings and lots of fruit
Wishing the morning was white
And finding the new mistletoe

Christmas means happiness now
And decorating the tree
Wishing for love in a fragile world
With peace for this world to know

Christine Lacey
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45 Viking Way, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB23 8EL

IJC is a family run Cambridgeshire 
business with over 30 years’ experience.

We offer a comprehensive range of 
domestic and small commercial works 
across all forms of building, plumbing, 
heating and renewable services.

call us on: 01954 782920
or visit: www.ijcbuildingservices.co.uk

we’ve got your home 
improvements covered

PLUMBING & HEATING

BUILDING SERVICES

fit a new boiler 

upgrade your heating system  

annual service for your boiler

bathroom & kitchen installation 

new build 

home renovation

 WE’RE HIRING! Contact us for permanent  or subcontract vacancies

 
 

 

 

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
STAIRLIFTS, SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, 

RISING CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, TOILET & 
BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD 

AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

SCOTSDALES GARDEN 
CENTRE,   

HORNINGSEA, CB25 9JG  

Tel: 01223 863908  

www.orchard-mobility.co.uk 

 

Monday - Saturday 9.00-5.00  

Do you need business  nance?
Your local, independent specialist can help you to  nd the 
best deal to support your business and accelerate growth.

•  Asset  nance  •  Cash ow/Invoice  nance 
•  Property  nance  •  Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years.
Authorised and regulated by the

Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us 
today on 01223 848 844 or visit our website

www.smefunding.uk

Member of the National Association of Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s 
Of ce (ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a 

number of  nance providers based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission 
for such introductions. SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.          

Registered of ce: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON 
A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

!
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Do you need business fi nance?
We’re based in Willingham, your local, independent specialist.

We fi nd the best deals for your business.

• Asset fi nance • Aviation • Card Processing savings 
• Cashfl ow • Commercial mortgages • Invoice fi nance 

• Marine • Property fi nance • Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years. Our clients tell us 
that we save them both time and money.

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us today on 
01223 848 844 or visit our website

www.smefunding.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970. Member of the National 
Association of Commercial Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s Offi ce 

(ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a number of fi nance 
providers based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission for such introductions.

SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.
Registered offi ce: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
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Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0345 0455225
Opening hours:

Tuesday: 10 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5 pm
Thursday: 4 – 7 pm 

Friday: 10 am – 1 pm
Saturday: 10 am – 1 pm

The library is open but please help us keep our customers, 
volunteers and staff safe and healthy by wearing a face 
covering if you can and using the available hand sanitiser. 
Computers are available as normal and there are cleaning 
products to wipe down computer stations in between 
uses. The library is kept well ventilated and there is still a 
limit to the number of people allowed inside.

Your Online Account

Log in to your account, using your library card number 
and PIN, to access our online services with a wide range 
of eBooks, eAudio books, eComics and eMagazines. You 
can also see your loans, renew items, search the catalogue 
and reserve items.

Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)

A Winter-Themed Family Quiz,  
Thursday 2 – Saturday 18 December

Come along to the library from the 2 December and collect 
family quiz sheets free of charge. Answer the questions 
(20 for adults, 10 for children) and then return them to 
the library for checking by 18 December. All children’s 
entries will be rewarded with a small treat and there will 
be prizes for the family or families who get the highest 
overall scores. It’s an enjoyable way to spend a chilly, dark 
evening and have a fun time with your family!

Games Afternoon, Friday 3 December 2 – 4 pm

Scrabble and Rummikub are popular at our afternoons 
but feel free to bring along any other board game you 
would like to play. We are still restricted to 12 players, 
so please book your place in advance by emailing us at 
willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com. At present we are 
still unable to serve refreshments, so please bring your 
own.

Book Sales

Thank you so much to everyone who has supported these 
over the last few months. We have raised just over £100, 
which is fantastic. The book sales will return early next 
year.

Hope you all have a lovely Christmas and New Year.

District Councillors’ Report

Local Plan Consultation
A six-week public consultation for the Greater Cambridge 
Local Plan is now open and runs until 5 pm on Monday  
13 December. This is an important opportunity to help 
shape the plan which will set out how Greater Cambridge 
will develop over the next 20 years. A number of online and 
in-person events have been taking place, where residents 
can discuss the plans with Council officers, and the whole 
Plan is available for comment online. We strongly urge you 
to have your say. Visit www.greatercambridgeplanning.
org/localplan for more information.

Flood Preparedness Plans
Following the flooding suffered by Willingham and several 
other villages in South Cambridgeshire last Christmas, 
SCDC is working with parish councils to develop flood 
preparedness plans, based on the Environment Agency’s 
model. These plans identify vulnerable points in a village, 
including homes that are most at risk, and bring together 
‘flood groups’ – people who can spring into action if there’s 
a risk of flooding. Willingham Parish Council is well on the 
way to updating its plan and is looking for people who are 
prepared to help in a flooding emergency. If you can help, 
please contact the Clerk, Mandy Powell on 01954 261027 
or clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Household Support Fund
The Government recently announced a Household 
Support Fund to provide additional help to vulnerable 
households with essentials over the coming months. This 
is similar to the Winter Support Fund which ran last year. 
The money is to support urgent food or fuel needs and at 
least half of the money must also be spent on households 
with children. The scheme runs from now until the end of 
March 2022. 

The Queen’s Green Canopy Project
Next year marks 70 years since Queen Elizabeth II took the 
throne. To celebrate the anniversary and create a lasting 
legacy, a UK-wide tree planting initiative named ‘The 
Queen’s Green Canopy’ (QGC) has been established. This 
scheme invites people to ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’, with 
everyone encouraged to plant trees in the current and in 
the next planting season (October 2021 – March 2022 and 
October 2022 – March 2023). Any trees planted in this 
period can be badged under the project. 

More information can be found here: tinyurl.com/
mjuuy2.

Over and Willingham Facebook Page 
We have recently refreshed our Facebook page, with much 
more information than before. Each Monday, we post a 
summary update of the current planning applications 
for the village, and we also post important updates 
from local authority sources. Go to www.facebook.com/
libdems3rdMay18/.

Bill Handley and Dawn Percival, November 2021 Cllr.
handley@scambs.gov.uk 01954 200287 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bill.handley.54540 or 
www.facebook.com/libdems3rdMay18/  
Twitter: @bill_handley55
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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Wishing all our 
friends and 

neighbours a very 

 Happy Christmas 
and 2022. 

David and Sheila, 
Priest Lane 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Best wishes to all our 

Willingham friends and 
neighbours (and a couple from 

Haddenham too). Merry 
Christmas. 

Bruce and Sue Kent 
 

  

 

 
Bill and Anne Kirkman wish all the 

friends they have made in 
Willingham in the last 50 plus 

years a Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year. 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Carolyn & Paul 

Wish you all a 

Fabmungus 
Figgypudtide 

 

 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS  

&  

HAPPY 2022 

 
TO WILLINGHAM FRIENDS 

AND NEIGHBOURS 

 

LIZ COSFORD 

      t       to 

Tho 
 

 

 

Jo Bonar wishes all her friends in 
the village a 

Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard & Jane Dowle 

wish all their Willingham 

friends & neighbours 

a very Happy Christmas 

and a Healthy New Year 

 

 
 

Christmas Greetings 
and 

 
Best Wishes for a  

 
Healthy and Safe  

New Year. 
 

Frances & James 
 

CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS 

and 

BEST WISHES for 
the NEW YEAR 

From Everyone 

at 

St Mary and All 
Saints Church 

 

 

Polly and Alan send 
their love and best 
wishes to all their 

friends and 
neighbours for a  

Very Happy 
Christmas  

and  
a Healthy New Year’ 

 

 

 

Wishing all friends 
& neighbours a 

very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy Healthy 

2022 

Paul & Joo-Ee 

 
KKEEEEPP  SSAAFFEE  &&  WWEELLLL  

TTOO  AALLLL  FFRRIIEENNDDSS    &&  NNEEIIGGHHBBOOUURRSS 
DDAAVVIIDD  &&  JJUUDDIITTHH  MMAACCKKIINNTTOOSSHH  
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Your local, family run business specialising in 
transforming project dreams into reality! 

Extensions – Refurbishments – Conversions – 
Kitchens – Flooring – Electrical work – Bespoke 

furniture - AND SO MUCH MORE! 

 07989 341724         01954 202267 
www.ajcarpentry.co.uk 

 

 

Willingham Post Office 
15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES 

 01954 260331 
                                                MMoonn  ––  FFrrii      0088::3300  ––1177::3300          SSaatt      0088::3300  ––1133::0000  

• All mail services, including special delivery 
• Travel Currency – US Dollar and Euro plus others in branch. Fast Travel Currency 

order service available! 
• Travel Money Cards, Travel Insurance and MoneyGram 
• Digital Passport Photographs, Passport Check and Send Service 
• International Driving Permits and Vehicle Tax 
• Phone Top-Ups, Bill payments and Gift Cards for most occasions 
• CRB/CQC DBS validation/certification service 
• Document Certification Service 
• Free Cash withdrawals for most major Banks as well as Cash & Cheque Deposits 
• Photocopying and Laminating Service  
• Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and Pack & Post Items 
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DATE EVENT ORGANISATION VENUE EXTRA INFO

Wed 1 Dec Big Light Switch On & Parade Baptist Church From 41 High Street 6 30 pm, see p13

Wed 1 Dec Parish Council Meeting Parish Council Octagon 7 30 pm

Thu/Sat Winter-Themed Family Quiz Friends of Willingham 
2 – 18 Dec   Library (FOWL) Library See p16

Fri 3 Dec Games Afternoon Friends of Willingham  
  Library (FOWL) Library 2 – 4 pm, see p16

Sat 4 Dec Christmas Fayre Parish Church Parish Church 10 am, see p11

Sun 5 Dec Psychic Afternoon Tea Looking Glass Café Looking Glass Café 3 pm, see p6

Mon 6 Dec The Indoor Jungle, Happy House Plants 
 with Geoff Hodge Gardening Club Social Club 7 30 pm, see p12

Wed 8 Dec Willingham News Deadline Willingham News  See p3, articles to be 
    sent to:  
    willinghamnews@gmail.com

Mon 13 Dec Christmas Party Women’s Institute Social Club 7 30 pm, see p12

Sat 18 Dec Christmas Special Breakfast Men’s Breakfast Baptist Church 7 45 am, see p11

Mon 20 Dec Theme: A Night Shot (Without Flash) 
 Annual Quiz Photography Club Baptist Church 8 – 10 pm, see p5

Fri 24 Dec Live Music with Dansar Social Club Social Club willinghamsocialclub.com

Wed 29 Dec Mixed Craft Group Women’s Institute Baptist Church 10 am – 4 30 pm,  
    see p12

Fri 31 Dec New Year’s Eve Party with a Live Band Social Club Social Club willinghamsocialclub.com 

P20 
 
((Under What’s On)) 
 
Answers  
 
Cryptic crossword 
 

 
 
Sudoku 
 

 
 
Book Quiz 
 
1. Laura Ingalls Wilder 
2. A.A. Milne 
3. Henrik Ibsen 
4. Charles Dickens 
5. Kate Morton 
6. Daphne du Maurier 
7. Edgar Allan Poe 

4 3 9 8 2 7 1 6 5
5 1 6 4 9 3 8 2 7
2 8 7 6 1 5 3 4 9
6 9 3 5 7 1 4 8 2
8 5 2 3 6 4 7 9 1
7 4 1 2 8 9 6 5 3
1 7 4 9 5 8 2 3 6
9 6 8 7 3 2 5 1 4
3 2 5 1 4 6 9 7 8

 Cryptic crossword

Book Quiz

1. Laura Ingalls Wilder  2. A.A. Milne  3. Henrik Ibsen
4. Charles Dickens  5. Kate Morton  6. Daphne du Maurier
7. Edgar Allan Poe  8. Rose Tremain  9. Jodie Picoult
10. James Patterson

Oliver's Word Search

George’s Spot the Difference

1 Missing bobble on hat, 2 Missing stripe in scarf,  
3 Missing wing on bird, 4 Missing button on tummy,  
5 Missing snowflake on left side,  
6 Missing finger on snowman’s left hand

Answers
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   Edgar Farrell 

                  Construction 
                                               WWW.EDGARFARRELL.CO.UK 

  

   

                            
                                

                                                 

                                                                                        

 
 

Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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If you have any changes to the Village 
Directory please send them to us at: 

willinghamnews@gmail.com



Please notify Willingham News of any changes
Council and Parish Council (See full details on page 9)  01954 261027
Community County Councillor Neil Gough 07919 990299 / neilgoughcrw@gmail.com
 District Councillor Dawn Percival    07948 683599 / cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk
 District Councillor Bill Handley     01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk
 Willingham Community Planning Group  07529 221954 / communityplanning@willinghamlife.org
Services Police  101
 Surgery   01954 260230 
 Dispensary for repeat prescription requests  01954 207602
 Library  0345 045 5225
 Pharmacy  01954 261787
 Over Surgery  01954 231550
 Urgent Care Cambridgeshire  111
 Community Warden  Joanne Twinn wardens@ageukcap.org.uk  07812 496002
Schools Primary School Mr Dave Morel 01954 283030
 Willingham Out Of School Club (3–6 pm only) Mrs M Lenk 01954 283033
 School Governors Chairperson Katy Stevenson  chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk
 School Association c/o school 01954 283030
 British School Trust Ray Croucher 01954 261113
Children Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Matt Haigh adventure@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
 Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only) Mrs Kate Van Dort 01954 201567
 Koala Kidz Mrs Edith Jeffrey 01954 260046
 Brownies, Guides and Rangers Lynn McGoff  willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk 
 First Steps Vicky Page vickypage85@gmail.com
 TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group) Katy Gilbert 01954 261922
 Little Rainbows Baby & Toddler Group Tiko Pending tmwale31@gmail.com 
 KFC Kid’s Friday Club Years 1-6 (Baptist Church) Lorriane Bald 01954 261189 
Halls Ploughman Hall Bookings through Parish Council 01954 261027
 Wilford Furlong Centre  01954 261445
 The Octagon   admin@5folds.org.uk
 Baptist Bookings and Rentals Emma Launchbury  01954 263108
 Willingham Social Club Bookings Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Centre bookings  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
Local Allotments  Sue Ayling 01954 260718
Representatives Billavincea Lodge 8719 Mr M Scrivener 01480 413533
 Fen Edge Community Association Eileen Wilson chair@fenedge.co.uk
 Over & District Royal British Legion Jane Matthews 07983 630265 / overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com
 OWLS Community Car Scheme Lorraine Hunt 07505 254363
 Willingham Action Group (WAG) Mike Tidball 01954 260647
 Willingham Combined Charities Kassia Bunnett  07592 655955 / k.bunnett@googlemail.com
 Willingham RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser Graham Atherton 01954 260331
 Willingham Bee Group Chairman Steve Smith 07795 215071
Clubs Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)   willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
 Gardening Club Mrs C Bailey  01954 260794
 WBC Youth Club (Baptist Church Years 7-9) Bev Thomas 01954 789230
 Willingham Dance Club Teresa Weston willinghamdanceclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Social Club Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Jam Club Julian Eales  01954 201818
 Willingham Photography Club Steve Harding 07595 668161
 Willingham Running Club Monica Garcia gcompass.monica@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Club Jack Stinton  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
 Women’s Institute Wendy Law 01954 202188
Sport Angling Colin Dodd  07773 719330
 Badminton Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Bowls Club Ian Bissett (Sec) ianbissett@gmail.com  
   Willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com
 Cricket Club Mr R Ambrose 01954 610113
 Cycling Club – www.willinghamwheels.com  Paul Knighton  07787 530394
 Tennis Club John Graham 01954 231968
 Willingham Diamonds Netball Club Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Willingham Sports Pavilion through Parish Council  01954 261027
 Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football) Jamie Smith (Sec)  01954 261141
Churches Mothers’ Union Mrs Sue Hayden 01954 260363
 Baptist Church Emma Launchbury  01954 263108
 Methodists (Ministerial Contact) Rev Simon Oliver  07554 202929
 Roman Catholic Priest Rev Thomas J Walton 01480 462192
 Parish Church Rev Simon Gill  01954 230434 / admin@5folds.org.uk
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Call for a brochure  or to speak to one 
of our specialists 01954 261431

or visit our website  
vintagetravel.co.uk

HANDPICKEDHANDPICKED

VILLAS WITH POOLSVILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas & 
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas 

of traditional local culture.

GREECE • SPAIN • LANZAROTE • BALEARICS • PORTUGAL  
TURKEY • FRANCE • ITALY • CROATIA • CYPRUS V5643

2787

Your Local Travel Company
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At Thompson Taraz Rand we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

•  Accounts Preparation

•  Self Assessment

•  Taxation Advice

•  Business Start-ups

•  Business Planning

•  Payroll Services

•  Online Accounting

Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

01954 263000
info@thompsontarazrand.co.uk
www.thompsontarazrand.co.uk

incorporating Uttridge Accounting
36a Church St, Willingham 
Cambridge CB24 5HT

Chartered Accountants    Bus iness  Adv isers

Thompson Taraz Rand


