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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Advertising 
We would like to thank all our advertisers for their continued 
support during these difficult times. It’s due to them that 
Willingham News is able to serve the village. Please continue to 
support our local businesses now and in the future when 
restrictions are lifted.  

Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues 
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to: 
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your e‐mails Adverts. 
The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention 
that you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you 
all very much.
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Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News Ltd 
and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to ensure the 
accuracy of the content of the submissions, but this 
cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right to edit or 
omit articles at our discretion. The views expressed in 
readers’ letters are not necessarily those of the editorial 
team. Send your contributions to willinghamnews@ 
gmail.com as an email attachment of up to 250 words (no 
pdfs) to arrive before the monthly deadline. The Editorial 
Team comprises Liz Cosford, Jane Dowle, Wendy Law, 
Frances Watts, James Watts and Trevor Weston. 

The deadline for your contributions is the 8th of each 
month. As the library still has restricted opening, hard 
copy can be dropped off at 15 Balland Field. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present 
(with the exception of March 2006) are now available on the 
Willingham Life website run by WAG: 
www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham‐magazine back‐issues

To contact local police, phone 101 or email: 

SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Bin Collections – Fridays 

Friday 5 March Blue and Green    

Friday 12 March Black                          

Friday 19 March Blue and Green  

Friday 26 March Black 
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The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention that 
you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you all very 
much.
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SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News Ltd 
and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to ensure 
the accuracy of the content of the submissions, but this 
cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right to edit or omit 
articles at our discretion. The views expressed in readers' 
letters are not necessarily those of the editorial team. Send 
your contributions to willinghamnews@gmail.com as an 
email attachment of up to 250 words (no pdfs) to arrive 
before the monthly deadline. Paper copy can be dropped 
off at the library. The Editorial Team comprises Liz Cosford, 
Jane Dowle, Wendy Law, Frances Watts, James Watts and 
Trevor Weston.

Deadline for your contributions is the 8th of each 
month.
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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It’s Time to Have Your Say – The Community Survey is About 
to Go Live!

The Willingham Household Survey questionnaire should 
be with you by the beginning of November. We will be 
putting one through every door in the village (with special 
thanks to Willingham News deliverers) in the hope that 
everyone will feel part of the process. 

Your Choice – Paper or Online?

Either fill in the paper questionnaire OR follow the 
instructions – website link or QR code – on its front cover 
to enter your answers ONLINE. This option saves us having 
to input the data manually.  All the information you need 
for getting further copies, assistance and collection is 
likewise printed on the front cover. Also, we confirm that 
we have tried to make delivery and recycling of the paper 
questionnaire as sustainable as possible.

Engage

Our aim is to encourage dialogue and engagement. There 
are sections covering all aspects of life in Willingham and 
your view of how the village could improve. You can fill 
in as much or as little as you like, but ideally, we want to 
hear your opinion on all of it! The wording of questions 
is deliberately neutral. Topics have been drawn from 
passionate discussions at two public meetings, your emails 
and the suggestion boxes that were placed around the 
village. 

Young People

Uniquely (as far as we know), we have also prepared a 
separate Youth Survey for our young people aged 11 to 18 
– primarily for online completion. This will have its own 
website link and QR code (you will see posters and leaflets 

showing these) suitable for all devices. Paper copies will 
also be made available and help in the form of space 
and scribing will be provided where needed. The Youth 
Survey has already been trialled with the assistance of 
Willingham Primary School (WPS), with 32 children, mainly 
Year Six respondents, having provided their feedback. 
Both WPS and Cottenham Village College will be helping 
Willingham’s young people have their say in the survey 
proper. We would also like to express our thanks to the 
other youth groups, especially Willingham Youth Trust, 
who have greatly helped us with their inputs in the run-up 
to questionnaire finalisation.

Safe and Anonymous to Have Your Say

No personal details will be requested – nor should any be 
included – in the questionnaire, and full confidentiality 
and anonymity are assured in compliance with legal 
requirements.

The survey is only open to residents of Willingham. The 
objective is to find out where our village’s priorities should 
lie. Resources – both human and cash – will always be 
scarce, so fulfilling every wish is … well … wishful thinking. 
That said, however, the higher the number of responses, 
the better evidence of Willingham’s opinion to inform 
agencies and local authorities in their allocation of funds 
and effort. So PLEASE – complete so we can compete!

Together we are stronger. 

Willingham Community Planning Group   
(Call 07787 530394 for Information or to volunteer)

Willingham in World War I
This month it seems appropriate to recall the fates of two 
of Willingham’s casualties of World War I.

Driver Fred Askew of Westfield died of tuberculosis in a 
military hospital in London in 1918.  He and Ernest Smith 
had left home at the age of 17 for Australia, where they 
were doing very well.  They had come back to Willingham 
for a visit in 1914, intending to return to Australia for the 
wheat harvest. But when war broke out, they cancelled 
their passages and joined up. Driver Askew was given the 
best they could do for a military funeral.  There was no 
firing party available, but the coffin was draped in a Union 
Jack and two buglers from Pembroke College played the 
Last Post at the graveside.  Driver Askew was passionately 
fond of horses and during his last illness he was constantly 
patting and stroking his bed covers, imagining they were 
the horses of his gun team.

Dorothy Willis (née Hart) had married shortly before 
war broke out and was living in London.  She worked in a 
munitions factory and died aged 23 in July 1916 of blood 
poisoning, which was a hazard of this work. Sadly, her 
husband was serving in Salonica at the time and could not 
be contacted to be told of her death.

Anne Kirkman

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Remembrance Sunday

The Act of Remem-
brance will take place 
on Remembrance 
Sunday – 14 November 
at the War Memorial 
in the churchyard of 
St Mary and All Saints 
Church, starting at  
10 50 am.

If anyone would 
be interested in 
helping with a door-
to-door Poppy Appeal 
collection or assisting 
at a static stall on one of the weekends in November, then 
please get in touch. My contact details are by phone 07983 
630265 or by email to overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com.

Jane Matthews
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Remembrance Sunday 

The Act of Remembrance will take place on Remembrance Sunday  - 14 November at the 
War Memorial in the churchyard of St Mary and All Saints Church, Willingham starting at 10 
50 am. 

If anyone would be interested in helping with a door to door Poppy Appeal collection or 
assisting at a static stall on one of the weekends in November, then please do please get in 
touch. My contact details are – by phone 07983 630265 or by email to 
overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com. 

 

Jane Matthews 
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Willingham  
Women’s  
Institute
Our next meeting will be on Monday 8 November at  
7 30 pm in the Social Club with speaker Angela Collins, 
The Puppet Lady.

In September, we were able to get together in the 
Social Club for the first time in 18 months. We had 
a lovely social evening, when we were pleased to 
welcome quite a few new members. There was a quiz 
in which we had to identify places in the village from 
close-up photos. It was more difficult than we expected 
and there were lots of groans of recognition when the 
answers were revealed!

Members will have received information about our 
COVID-19 precautions but if you would like to join us 
as a new member or are unsure, please contact us as 
below.

The Mixed Craft Group has restarted its meetings on 
the last Wednesday of each month between 10 am and 
4 30 pm in the Baptist Church. All welcome and no need 
to be a WI member.

Our WI is large and friendly and a great way for women 
in the village to socialise and get to know new people. 
Why not give it a try? If you would like to find out more, 
please contact us at willinghamwi28@gmail.com.

Willingham Brownies 

More Help Needed

Could you spare a couple of hours a week to help with 
Willingham Brownies? Since we re-opened in September, 
we have been really successful and are at the limit of how 
many girls we can have with only two leaders. Currently 
we have a waiting list and are looking for a third leader so 
we can increase our numbers to 24 girls. 

If you, or if you know of anyone, who would like to join 
the leadership team, please let us know. It doesn't have 
to be as a uniformed leader (although that would be the 
ideal) but it could be as a unit helper. The unit helper role 
ranges from just coming to every unit meeting and helping 
supervise activities to taking a full part in the planning and 
organising of the Brownie programme. It doesn't usually 
involve much administration – unless that is your speciality 
and is something you would like to do. Please have a think 
and if you or anyone you know who would like to help 
us, then please contact us at 1stwillinghambrownies@ 
gmail.com to arrange to come and have a chat with us. 

Lynn and Linda 
Brown Owl and Tawny Owl

Ride And Stride Event for  
Cambridgeshire Historic Churches 

Trust
On Saturday 11 September we took part in the annual 
Ride and Stride event in aid of Cambridgeshire Historic 
Churches Trust.

While Val visited most of the 
churches and college chapels 
in Central Cambridge on foot, 
David cycled to visit some of 
the churches near Willingham 
and then moved into the City to 
visit several  more churches and 
some of the College Chapels. 
We met for lunch to discuss our 
progress!

It was interesting to see inside those that were open; 
the College Chapels were inspiring, especially as some of 
the Porters took the time to give us an insight into their 
history. For example, we found that while Trinity Hall 
College Chapel is the smallest in Oxford and Cambridge, 
there were several connections with prominent people – 
for example Stephen Hawking was married there and Terry 
Waite lived in the college for a while after he returned 
from Beirut.

In all, we visited 43 chapels and churches and we 
both found the day most interesting. A lovely way for 
people to visit them and to raise money by sponsorship 
for Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust. I certainly 
recommend it and we enjoyed it immensely! 

Val Parsons and David Scott 
St Mary & All Saints Church

WILLINGHAM GARDENING CLUB

Apology from The Editors

There was an error of attribution within the lovely photos 
of the Virtual Horticultural Show on page 12 of the 
October edition of Willingham News. Four photographs 
on the page had been submitted by Brenda and Melvyn 
Smith. Unfortunately, Melvyn’s name was incorrectly 
spelt within the titles of these photographs, and we do 
apologise for this.

Coping with Climate Change.

The Gardening Club are pleased to be hosting the 
presentation by Nigel Start described below –

Coping with Climate Change

by Nigel Start

Monday 1 November

At the Social Club

Starting at 7 30 pm

Techniques to create more resilient gardens 

to cope with climate change

Open to all – no charge

Raffle and refreshments
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Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0345 0455225
Our opening hours have returned to normal and are:

Tuesday: 10 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5 pm
Thursday: 4 – 7 pm   Friday: 10 am – 1 pm

Saturday: 10 am – 1 pm

The library is open but please help us keep our customers, 
volunteers and staff safe and healthy:

• Wear a face covering if you can and use the available 
hand sanitiser and Test and Trace.

• Please continue to be kind and respect other people’s 
space.

• Computers can be used as normal and there are 
cleaning products to wipe down computer stations in 
between uses.

• The library is well ventilated with a limited number of 
people inside.

• The self-service machine can be used to issue and 
return items.

You can still use:

• Select and Collect, where library staff choose books for 
you.

• Reservations, with a charge of 50p per item.

• Online Services and a wide range of eBooks, eAudio 
books, eComics and eMagazines which you can access 
without visiting a library.

• Your online account to see your loans, renew items, 
search the catalogue and reserve items.

Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)

Second-Hand Book Sale – Saturday 6 November,  
10 30 am to 12 noon

Thank you to everyone for supporting our book sales over 
the last few months. This will be the last one this year 
before our winter break, so stock up on your reading needs 
in time for those dark and chilly evenings! The sale will 
be held inside the library, so please come along and buy 
from our wide selection whilst enjoying the warmth of the 
library and, as always, a friendly welcome. The books are 
50p each or three for £1. Exact change if possible, please. 
We will be following all the Library Service coronavirus 
guidelines. 

Games Afternoon, Friday 5 November, 2 – 4pm

Scrabble is always popular but please feel free to bring 
along any other board games to share with the group. At 
our October session we had a very enjoyable time playing 
Rummikub as well as Scrabble. We are still restricted to 
12 players at the moment, so please book your place in 
advance by emailing us at willinghamlibraryfriends@
gmail.com. Regrettably, we won’t be able to serve our 
usual refreshments, so please feel free to bring your own.

A Christmas Family Quiz, Thursday 2 December –  
Saturday 18 December

Quiz sheets will be available from the library free of charge 
throughout December. There will be a small reward for 
children returning the quiz to the library and a larger 
sweet reward for the family or families who get the highest 
scores. Further information will appear in the December 
magazine.

Cambridgeshire Libraries’ News

Libraries Week in October

We asked Cambridgeshire Libraries’ customers what 
libraries mean to them and are proud to share some of the 
heartfelt responses we’ve received:

• Fantastic free resource!

• My local library is a godsend to me.

• A life saver, especially during lockdown.

• An invaluable part of the community.

• Wonderful friendly and knowledgeable staff.

• A peaceful retreat.

• A huge help to my mental health through the difficult 
times of early parenthood.

• It has helped my children to discover the joy of reading.

• The first place to go when we move to a new community 
to start feeling part of it.

The Over Players
Concert – Songs from the Shows

Performances on 26 and 27 November

With all the uncertainty around, we made the 
tough decision not to produce a pantomime this 

year. However, not wanting to be beaten, we 
decided instead to put on a concert of popular 
songs from some of the big musicals we have 

performed over the years, such as Fiddler on the 
Roof, My Fair Lady, Me and My Girl and The Sound 

of Music. 

There will be ample space around the hall and 
further measures will be put in place to ensure 

our audience's safety. We would love to have you 
join us!

Performances are on Friday 26 and  
Saturday 27 November, starting at 8 pm.

The Venue is The Community Centre, Over and 
Tickets are priced at £6.00 per ticket.

The Box Office open now! For tickets please visit 
www.overplayers.uk.
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Young Readers’  
Corner

!

Quick Crossword by Willow 

Answers on page 18 

Book Quiz 
Answers on page 18 
As we will all be changing our clocks again this month, I 
have chosen books with the word ‘Time’ in the title.  
Welcome to Spring! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chris Lacey

Guest Editors this month – Ester, Isla, Sol and Honor 
Overton  

Slime Recipe  

Slime is always a huge hit in our house. We make it way too 
often!  
This is our favourite recipe –  

Ingredients 

1 cup of white or clear glue (pva) 
1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda 
1‐2 teaspoons of contact lens solution (it must have borax in 
the ingredients as that’s the magic bit!) 
A squirt of paint or food colouring – your favourite colour.  

Method 

So, what do you have to do? First, stir together the glue and 
bicarbonate of soda in a bowl. Add in the squirt of colouring 
and mix. Now add the contact lens solution and keep stirring 
until it starts to get stringy and comes away from the edge of 
the bowl. Take it in your hands and knead it for a minute or 
so until it only sticks to itself. It will be super stretchy! 

You can also add glitter or glow in the dark paint. Our 
favourite is to make it fluffy slime! To make this, add three 
cups of shaving foam to the mixture before you add the 
contact lens solution, and it will be super stretchy AND super 
fluffy!  

Enjoy! 

Super Star Wars Jokes 

Why did Anakin cross the road? 
To get to the dark side! 

What do you call Chewbacca when he gets chocolate in his 
fur? 

A chocolate chip wookie! 

What side of an Ewok has the most hair? 
The outside! 

Which Star Wars character works at a restaurant? 
Darth Waiter 

The Wind – a Poem and a Riddle as well! 

Did you feel me in the air? 
Did you see me dancing through your hair? 
Did you feel me in the breeze? 
Did you hear me whisper through the trees? 
 
Did you smell the smoke with me? 
Did you taste the salt brought from the sea? 
I blew the clouds, the fog I thinned, 
What am I?                            I am the wind. 
 
Many thanks to Ester, Isla, Sol and Honor for their recipe, 
poem and jokes. 

If you have anything that you would like to see in the Young 
Reader’s Corner in future editions, please send your ideas to 
willinghamnews@gmail.com.
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1    A Time to Kill 
2    The Time Traveler’s 
      Wife 
3    The Time Machine 
4    The Curious Incident of 
      the Dog in the Night‐
      Time 
5    Love in the Time of 
      Cholera 

6    Hard Times 
7    The Land that Time 
      Forgot 
8    A Dance to the Music of 
      Time 
9    A Brief History of Time 
10  A Wrinkle in Time 

Across 
1    Extreme fear (6) 
4    Fundamental (5) 
7    Body tissue (6) 
8    Tropical fruit (6) 
9    See (4) 
10 Has a stab (8) 
12 Journey's end (11) 
17 Union (8) 
19 Heart of the matter (4) 
20 Building for vehicle (6) 
21 Guffaws (6) 
22 Sister's daughter (5) 
23 Without hindrance (6) 

Down 
1    Punched (7) 
2    Repeats aloud (7) 
3    Procedure in theatre (9) 
4    Huge fire (5) 
5    Hair detergent (7) 
6    Unrefined (6) 
11 Globetrotter (9) 
13 Stretch (7) 
14 Embody (7) 
15 Badly behaved (7) 
16 Specialised language (6) 
18 Corner (5) 
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Codeword 
By Willow

Answer on Page 13

Book Quiz
Answers on page 13

I was thinking of places you may have visited in the past 
or may go to in the future when we can.  Can you guess 
the authors of these books?

1. The Canterbury Tales

2. The Chronicles of Narnia

3. The Merchant of Venice

4. Brooklyn

5. The Mayor of 
Casterbridge

6. Salem’s Lot

7. Shopaholic Takes 
Manhatten

8. Round Ireland with a 
Fridge

9. The Bridges of Madison 
County

10. Amsterdam

 pg. 12 

 

The lower part of the photo shows the house that was constructed out of the old ones. You can see 
how the door and windows are in the same places. I could be excused for not knowing this, 
especially as it looks even more different today. Thank you to Lou & Pete for this interesting history. 

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com . 

If you have stories or memories about the above please contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street or 
oldwill@oldwillingham.com 
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Poem for NOVEMBER

November. A time to remember
those who were brave for us.
Let us pause in our daily life
as we quietly, softly remember.

November. The nights are cool
and there are colours in the sky.
Fireworks delighting children
on the fifth of November. Remember.

Christine Lacey

Remember, remember the Fifth of 
November,  Gunpowder Treason 

and Plot
Do you know why we have 
fireworks and bonfires on 
the fifth of November each 
year? It is because on 5 
November in 1605 a group 
of conspirators tried to blow 
up the English Parliament!!  
(They didn’t succeed.)

Here is a quiz about the fifth of November 

QUIZ

1. How many years ago 
did they try to blow up 
Parliament?  
a) 415  
b) 416
c) 421

2. Robert Catesby was the 
leader of the conspirators 
but what was the name 
of the man who got 
the gunpowder and 
explosives ready?
a) Guy Fox
b) Guy Rope
c) Guy Fawkes

3. When were Fireworks 
were first invented?
a) About 2000 years ago
b) About 200 years ago 
c) About 100 years ago

4. It is thought that 
they were probably first 
invented by accident. 
Do you know in which    
Country this was?  
a) New Zealand
b) Belgium
c) China

5. There are big public 
firework displays in many 
Countries to welcome 
in the New Year.  Do you 
know which Country is 
first to start their display?
a) South Korea
b) New Zealand
c) Norway.

How did you get on?
The answers are on Page 
13.

What did Guy Fawkes look like? 
There were no photos in those days 
of course and most  
paintings show Guy Fawkes  
dressed in Black and  
Dark Blue. Here is a picture  
to fill in – can you make  
him look more  
colourful?

Christine Lacey
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.WillinghamParishCouncil.gov.uk 

D Law               Parish Council Chairman                     cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      01954 202188 

N Harris           Planning Committee Chairman         cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  07792 611226 

P King               Parish Council Vice Chair                    cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                   01954 260780 

L King               Leisure & Amenities – Lead Cllr        cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                    01954 260780 

R Manning      Greens & Boundaries – Lead Cllr      cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk             01954 261235 

B Mansfield    Cemetery – Lead Cllr                           cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk           01954 261540 

R Tassell           Halls – Lead Cllr                                    cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                 07974 673836
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Parish Council
The Parish Council has co-opted two new residents. They 
are Maedee Rogers and James Welton, who both not only 
have a keen interest in the village but also considerably 
reduce the average age of the Council. We welcome them 
both and look forward to their involvement.

We still have one Councillor vacancy following the 
resignation of Andrew Cook. Andrew has served on the 
Council for many years, including several as chairman 
and leading committees. Andrew brought a wealth of 
experience and knowledge of the village and its history, 
and this will be much missed. We wish him every success 
in the future.

Traffic
The Parish Council has had meetings with our MP, Lucy 
Frazer, together with the County Council Highways 
department regarding the traffic issues, particularly on the 
B1050, and discussed our proposals for the Local Highways 
Initiative (LHI) bid this year. Although the volume of traffic 
was greatly reduced during the lockdown periods, it is 
now back to near the previous levels. We have monitored 
the volumes and speed of vehicles along Earith Road and 
Station Road, in both 30 mph and 40 mph areas, and also 
along Rampton Road south of Newington. We discussed 
the results which showed that in all these locations speeds 
have averaged somewhat over the limit and highest speeds 
of over 100 mph were recorded.

Along Earith Road, construction of a footpath to the 
Community Orchard is scheduled to go ahead early next 
year. This will reduce the width of the highway to 6.2 
metres, just above the legal minimum, and move the 30 
mph signs slightly further out together with 40 mph signs 
to create a buffer zone. We will monitor the traffic to 
compare with previous results.

Our LHI bid this year will be to add road markings in 
various locations along the B1050 to create apparent 
narrow lanes to encourage lower speeds. We have also 
identified several locations in the village to plan for future 
bids. Depending on the development of our current 
proposals together with the orchard footpath, we will look 
at these options and decide which to progress further.

Public Transport
Our County Councillor’s report highlights improved public 
transport schemes planned for Greater Cambridge. This 
will include longer operating hours and greater frequency. 
It also promises additional routes, but none appear to 
include Willingham. We have asked again that links to 

Cottenham must be created. A frequent service to the local 
guided busway, as promised in the initial development 
proposals, seems to have been forgotten. Also, when the 
repairs to Shelford Road alongside the river have been 
completed, the route to Somersham could be reinstated.

Haden Way Development
Meetings have been held regarding the development of 
64 homes south of Haden Way. Bill Handley, our District 
Councillor, together with members of the Parish Council, 
the CEO of SCDC, planning and enforcement officers 
have had separate meetings with representatives of 
the residents and with the developers, which were very 
informative. Ways of resolving issues were discussed and 
SCDC will present their conclusions within a week of the 
meetings.

(Editors’ Note – There is a Reader’s Letter and a further 
comment from the Council, specifically on this issue, on 
page 16 of this edition of Willingham News.)

Cemetery
Over time, the ground has sunk in various parts of the 
cemetery. Not only has this made maintenance difficult, 
including mowing the grass, but could be hazardous to 
visitors. Warning sign have been put in place. The Parish 
Council has approved works to remedy this which should 
take place in the near future. Also, the hedge on the 
northern boundary is to be cut back which should allow 
for several more burial plots, extending the life of the 
cemetery.

Contact Details
Councillors’ details can be found on the website, but below 
are details for the Chair/Vice Chair and Lead Councillors.

Council meetings are generally held on the first Wednesday 
of the month, starting at 7 30 p m. Agendas are published 
on the website and the notice board outside the Public Hall 
in the High Street. Members of the public are welcome to 
attend and speak briefly or ask questions (see agendas for 
further details).  

Council office details: 
Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham, CB24 5LP
Tel: 01954 261027 
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10 am  – 1 pm (closed 
bank holidays).

Clerk:  Mrs Mandy Powell

D Law Parish Council Chairman cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 202188
N Harris Planning Committee Chairman cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 07792 611226
P King Parish Council Vice Chair cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
L King Leisure and Amenities – Lead Cllr cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
J Watson  Green & Boundary – Lead Cllr  cllr.watson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 200245
B Mansfield Cemetery – Lead Cllr cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261540
J Smith Halls – Lead Cllr cllr.smith@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261141
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment.  
If we are closed, please call 111. 

Help Us to Help You – Busy Service 

All NHS services are under severe pressure at the 
moment, as we look after increasing numbers of patients 
who are sick with COVID‐19 and other deteriorating 
conditions in the community. We are also delivering the 
huge and vitally important COVID‐19 vaccination 
programme. Please do not contact us regarding a vaccine, 
we will contact you. 

So that we can focus on these really important issues, 
we will understandably be prioritising urgent care. This 
means that when you contact us, we may have an initial 
conversation with you to understand how urgent your 
health needs are.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent (for example 
attending for a routine blood test), you may have to wait 
longer than usual until you can be dealt with. However, do 
please make sure that you continue to get in touch with us 
if you need to. This is particularly important if:  
• your problem is genuinely urgent 
• you have a long term condition that is getting worse 
• you are worried about symptoms that might indicate 

cancer 
Please also remember – you can call NHS 111 for urgent 
concerns and 999 for serious emergencies and that our 
local pharmacist can help with minor complaints. 

For adults with mental health problems, including 
depression and anxiety, you can refer yourself directly to 
the local wellbeing service, via 0300 300 0055. If you are 
experiencing a mental health crisis, contact the First 
Response Service by calling 111 and select option 2 (in 
Wisbech call 111, select option 1 and ask to be put 
through to the First Response Service). 

The Cambridgeshire County Council has a range of 
support and information to help in times of urgent need. 
To access these please telephone 0345 045 5202 – 8 am – 
6 pm weekdays and 9 am – 1 pm on Saturdays. Outside 
office hours if someone is in danger telephone 01733 
234724. In an emergency, call 999. Also see 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/adults. 

Thank you very much for helping us all manage under 
these very difficult circumstances. 

Magpas Donations 

In the absence of the Lucky Squares raffle last Christmas, 
the practice requested donations to Magpas Air 
Ambulance. We are delighted to announce we raised 
£100.50 via our ‘Just Giving’ page. Thank you to all those 
that donated. Let’s hope Lucky Squares will return in 
Christmas 2021! 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 6 00  
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            4 30 – 7 00 
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                               2 00 – 4 00  
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Emergencies                                                4 00 – 6 00 

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY 

Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602 

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 

Out of hours cover: Ring 111  Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Carers' Meeting 

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still 
currently postponed until further notice. They will be 
reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for 
someone and need advice and financial or emotional 
support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 
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Flu Vaccinations

We will be running flu clinics on 20 November – for those 
aged under 65, who are eligible for a jab according to NHS 
criteria.

Please call Reception to book your vaccination as we are 
unable to offer online booking for these appointments. 
Please try wherever possible to avoid calling first thing in 
the morning or immediately after lunch as these are the 
peak times for our Reception staff.

COVID-19  Booster Vaccinations

COVID-19 booster vaccinations will be given in order of 
COVID-19 Priority Risk Groups (see below) and no less 
than 180 days after the patient’s second vaccine. Patients 
will be called forward for their jab when it is their turn to 
receive the booster vaccine. 

Priority Groups are Identified as Follows: 

Priority Risk Group –

1. Residents in a care home for older adults and staff 
working in care homes for older adults

2. All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health 
and social care workers

3. All those 75 years of age and over

4. All those 70 years of age and over and clinically extremely 
vulnerable individuals (not including pregnant women 
and those under 16 years of age)

5. All those 65 years of age and over

6. Adults aged 16 to 65 years in an at-risk group

7. All those 60 years of age and over

8. All those 55 years of age and over

9. All those 50 years of age and over

Patients will be invited to book an appointment for their 
COVID-19 Booster using the National Booking System and 
will need to attend a Mass Vaccination Hub to receive it.

Patient Feedback

We have introduced patient feedback forms to be 
completed in person at the surgery or on our website after 
your telephone or face to face appointment. 

Please take the time, if you can, to visit the patient survey 
section located at the bottom of our website homepage 
www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk or complete the 
form in person to leave us your constructive comments 
every time you visit or speak to the surgery.

This is your chance to give us your comments and 
suggestions and helps us to understand how we're doing 

as a surgery. This will help us to offer you the best service 
we can. 

Patient Participation Group 

We will be re-launching our Patient Participation Group 
with a first meeting on Tuesday 30 November from  
12 noon to 1 30 pm, which will take place online. We are 
looking for new members to join these sessions which are 
your chance as patients to give us feedback directly and 
help to shape the services we offer to the community. 
Meetings will take place every 8-12 weeks either online 
or in person at different times of day/evening and there 
is no need to commit to every session. If you would like 
more information or would like to be involved, please 
send an email, for the attention of Amy Wilson, to 
willinghammedicalpractice@nhs.net.

Carers 

If you are a carer for someone and need advice and 
financial or emotional support, please contact Sue Lawson 
at susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230. 

Appointments

We are pleased to have completed over 8,000 appointments 
in the last eight weeks.

Amy Wilson – Patient Engagement and Communications 
Officer

WILLINGHAM SURGERY
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 8 30 – 1 00 2 30 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00

Tuesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 7 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 4 30 – 7 00
Ante Natal Baby Clinic 2 00 – 4 00

Wednesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 5 30

Thursday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 6 00

Friday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Appointments 8 30 – 11 00 3 00 – 5 30
Emergencies  4 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday 8 30 – 1 00 2 30 – 6 00
Tuesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 7 00
Wednesday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Thursday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
Friday 8 30 – 1 00 2 00 – 6 00
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter

Willingham News March 2021.qxp_Willingham News  18/02/2021  16:32  Page 11

WILLINGHAM NEWS March 2021 11

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
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The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
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The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.
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introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
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willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
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We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
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Services in Church
14 November 10 50 am Remembrance Sunday Service 
  (See below)
21 November 11 00 am Morning Worship  
28 November 11 00 am Holy Communion

Remembrance Sunday Service
On Remembrance Sunday (14 November) we will gather 
around the War Memorial in the Cemetery together 
with representatives of the British Legion and other local 
organisations in time to observe the Two Minute Silence, 
remembering those who died in the two World Wars and 
other military conflicts since then. Depending on having 
favourable weather conditions, we will then remain 
around the Memorial for a short reflective Service of 
Remembrance. All are welcome.

Other Services
Throughout the month an audio copy of a separate weekly 
service will be recorded. Please get in touch with one of 
the contacts below if you would like a copy to listen to.  
Please do keep checking our Website, Noticeboards and 
Facebook page for news about all our services and other 
Notices.

The Octagon
The Octagon is now back in use as a space for meetings 
and other gatherings as hiring restrictions can be steadily 
relaxed. A programme of refurbishment is now getting 
under way. If you are planning regular or one off bookings, 
please contact us on admin@5folds.org.uk  for further 
details.

Contact Details
Clergy:
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk
Lucy Cleland  01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk
Jenny Hill  07970 949331 or  
 revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk
Deputy -Warden:
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com

Services
7 November 10 00 am Family Worship
  6 00 pm Evening Worship
14 November 10 00 am Family Worship
  6 00 pm Evening Worship
21 November 10 00 am Café Church
  6 00 pm Evening Worship
28 November 10 00 am Prayer Walk
  6 00 pm Evening Worship
Events
Nimble Fingers Craft Club: Mondays 2 – 4 pm. Bring your 
crafts and join with others, or come and learn new skills. 
Tea, coffee and good company provided. Contact Daphne 
for more information 01954 260568.
TOPS Toddler group: Tuesdays at 9 45 am for children 
aged 18 months plus in the church. Great place to meet 
other families whilst the children enjoy the activities and 
playing. Contact Debbie Allen for more information 01954 
261581.
Open Door Coffee Morning: Wednesdays 10 – 11 30 am. 
Contact Cynthia Nolan for further information 01954 
202240.
Community Luncheon Club: Thursdays bi-weekly, prior 
booking essential. Contact Daphne on 01954 260568.
Men’s Breakfast 20 November: 7 45 am for a hearty cooked 
breakfast followed by a short topical talk. Contact Pete 
Sacre for more information 01954 261655 or peetamin@
gmail.com.
If you would like to join us at a gathering, Café Church or 
mid week reflection, please get in touch via secretary@
willinghambaptist.org or phone 01954 263108 and we can 
send you the information you need.

Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

This month's ‘Thought for the Month’  
can be found on page 12.
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Readers' Letters

Pilot’s Lost Logbook

I have been looking after an elderly gentleman, Mr Jakes, 
for nearly 18 months.  As a young man in his early 20s, he 
served in the RAF, flying as part of Bomber Command.  Just 
recently, he's been talking about his Logbook, where he 
recorded details of all his 30 operations/tours. As I hope 
you will understand this would be something his daughter 
could treasure in the future.

I have looked all over the house for him but have not 
found it. His daughter tells me that he lent it to someone, 
but it was never returned.

I was hoping that someone had come across a Logbook 
belonging to a Mr Jakes and not known what to do with it. 
It would be lovely to reunite Mr Jakes with his Logbook, 
whilst he's in reasonable health.

If you have found the Logbook or have seen it somewhere, 
please contact Willingham News – I have left my phone 
number with the Editors. 

Thank you 
Mrs Arlene King 

Editors’ Note – if anyone can help re-unite Mr Jakes with 
his old Logbook – then please contact the Editors at 
willinghamnews@gmail.com.

The Proposed Extension of the 30 mph Speed Limit on 
the Earith Road

The Community Orchard is an area used by local families 
with young children. People wanting to walk to the Orchard 
from the village currently have to use paths past private 
homes for safety. There is no safe public path or pavement 
to the Orchard. The proposals to extend the 30 mph speed 
limit should have brought a benefit to both the walkers 
and mobility scooter users, by making the road safer, and 
residents by giving them more privacy. 

I am disappointed to see this golden opportunity to 
improve the lives of all villagers and the residents of the 
Earith Road has been missed.  In particular, the re-instating 
of road calming measures, removed some four years ago, 
is not reflected in the proposal. Not that they were very 
effective, but at least they had shown that the council 
recognised there was a problem. 

Speeding traffic will not be eased by the improvement 
to this very small patch of road. There is a real danger to 
young children and elderly people using the very narrow, 
uneven and poorly maintained paths. Why not build road 
calming measure into this extension? 

I am delighted that the council is at last looking at 
improving the lives of the villagers and the residents of 
the Earith Road, but why do so little? At a time when we 
should all be trying to refrain from using cars, please give 
us the security of being able to use the pavements into the 
village in safety.

Mrs M Tumber

Thought for the Month
I’ve just returned from a short Autumn Break in Torbay, 
where I appreciated the opportunity to visit new places 
and meet new people. I spent one day walking part of 
the South Devon Coastal Path and enjoyed some breath-
taking views of rocky outcrops and secluded coves with 
sandy beaches. It reminded me that there are hidden 
gems to be found in every locality if we open our eyes 
and look around.

November is a month for being reminded, for 
remembrance. All Saints on the first, then comes 
‘Remember, remember, the fifth of November, 
gunpowder, treason and plot’, as we enjoy bonfires and 
fireworks (safely, I hope, at officially organised events); 
and Armistice Day on 11 November when we remember 
those who gave their lives in the World Wars and many 
other military conflicts since. It’s important that we 
are reminded, so that we do not forget the past -  but 
not so that we dwell there. We need to learn from our 
remembrance of times past and give thanks for those 
who sacrificed so much that we might live in freedom. 
We need to ensure that we don’t repeat the mistakes of 
previous generations as we face challenges in our own 
day.

Memories can equally inspire us to follow in the 
footsteps of saints or great figures from former times, 
or our own ancestors whom we loved and admired but 
have now lost. Remembrance makes a difference to the 
present; but it achieves its real purpose when we allow 
it to change the way we see the future and affect the 
way we behave.

Memorable occasions don’t need to be major 
events, though. Every day has the potential to be one 
to remember for positive reasons – see how many 
memories you can create this November to bring you 
long lasting delight.

The Revd Dr Janet E Tollington
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

THE PARISH CHURCH

SPONSOR A CHAIR
for

The Octagon
We are planning to replace the chairs in

The Octagon
To make

Community Events
more comfortable and

suitable for all occasions

Details of how you can
‘Sponsor’ a Chair 

or give a Donation towards a Chair
will be published soon – on our Notice Boards and 

Facebook page
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Old Willingham
I have to eat 
h u m b l e - p i e 
this month. In 
August we had 
a picture of 
Church Street by 
the Baker and 
I said ‘none of 
these buildings 
remain today’. 
I was corrected 
by Lou and Pete 
Evans as follows:

‘The right 
hand part of the 
thatched house 
with upper 
windows and 

the house next door became what is now 5 Church Street, 
where we now live. No 3, seems to have been built later 
and apparently replaced the low thatched building.  There 
is now an alley way between No 3 and No 5, replacing the 
left most part of the taller thatched building. No 5 was also 
a Baker at one time, and had a chimney which we think 
is the paler of the two chimneys in the photo. We have a 
brick floor and large oak beam in one of the front rooms 
which has absolutely no foundations. According to the 
deeds that part predates 1850, that being as far back as 
records go.’

The lower part of the photo shows the house that was 
constructed out of the old ones. You can see how the door 
and windows are in the same places. I could be excused for 
not knowing this, especially as it looks even more different 
today. Thank you to Lou and Pete for this interesting history.

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com.
If you have stories or memories about the above 

please contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@
oldwillingham.com.

Willingham Photography Club
We are now meeting again in person at the Baptist Church, 

where we will continue to aim to learn more about 
photography and to enjoy ourselves.

There is a monthly assignment and photos are submitted 
at the meeting for consideration and feedback from our 

resident professional photographer.
The theme for November is Country or City

All photographs should be submitted at the meeting on  
15 November.

We cordially invite anyone who enjoys photography to get 
in touch and see what is on offer. Your expertise level does 

not matter; nor does the nature of your camera.
The membership cost is £20 for six months with the first 
month free of charge, however, subscriptions have been 

deferred at the current time.
If you have any further questions, please contact  

Steve Harding 07595 668161
In the meantime, do have a look at our website on  

www.willinghamphotoclub.org.uk

Notes From An Impatient Parent 
In Lockdown

I don’t know about you but, after the time we’ve all been 
having, I’ve found it helpful to ‘count my COVID blessings’ 
– to list the good things which might not have happened, 
or might not have happened so quickly, without the 
trials and tribulations of the pandemic. Topping the table 
in our house are all the walks in and out of Willingham 
village, which we’ve started to explore as a remedy for the 
Lockdown Blues.

We live in a remarkably lovely part of England. Sharing 
this scenery with our daughters, aged six and three, helped 
keep me vaguely sane when Mummy was away at the NHS 
frontline. Since, for young children, there’s only so much 
excitement to be got out of a picturesque bank of meadow 
crane's-bill (and all those other wildflowers which have the 
temerity not to be a fully-loaded blackberry bush), word 
games play a big part in our walks and ramblings. Here are 
two firm favourites:

The first is called WRONG ANSWERS ONLY! ‘What colour 
is the sky?’ asks Player One loudly. ‘Wrong answers only 
and no pause for thought.’ The other players’ answers must 
be immediate and unambiguously wrong. ‘What is the 
capital of England?’ ‘Where does the Queen live?’ ‘What 
noise do wolves make?’ This last one works best with an 
especially excitable crowd of youngsters. If passers-by 
stop and stare, you’re doing it right. Interspersed with the 
occasional ‘RIGHT ANSWER PLEASE!’ you’ve got at least 
five to ten minutes of noisy focus to get you through that 
last muddy furlong before reaching  the sweets counter at 
the One Stop Shop. Points are not automatically deducted 
for vulgarity, but unoriginality is a keelhauling offence.

The second game is a memory game. Player One begins, 
‘Once upon a time there was a…’ The other players shout 
out suggestions for a main character at a volume that 
would not be socially acceptable trackside at a speedway 
fixture. Player One repeats the line, ‘Once upon a time 
there was a princess called…’ More shouted suggestions, 
one of which Player One incorporates into the narrative, 
‘Once upon a time there was a princess called Snot who 
lived… ‘in a puddle!’ ‘under a bridge!’ ‘on the moon!’ At 
each new addition Player One must return to the start AND 
tell the whole story without forgetting or muddling any 
of the details until Princess Snot and her Moon Monkeys 
have found all the treasure and returned it to her castle 
made of crisps and strawberries where they can all live 
happily ever after.

And if those don’t work there’s always Disney.

Dan Lentell

Book Quiz Answers
1 Geoffrey Chaucer, 2 C.S. Lewis, 3 William Shakespeare, 4 Colm Toibin,  
5 Thomas Hardy, 6 Stephen King, 7 Sophie Kinsella, 8 Tony Hawks,
9 Robert James Waller, 10 Ian McEwan.

Young Readers’ Corner Quiz Answers
1 416, 2 Guy Fawkes, 3 2,000, 4 China, 5 New Zealand.

Codeword Solution

 pg. 34 
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Cambridgeshire County Councillor’s Report 

It has been another busy month. Here is my update of County Council matters. 

Civil Parking Enforcement 

Last month I reported that civil parking enforcement was being explored by the County 
Council for South Cambridgeshire.  The Council has now voted to support the principle of 
enforcement. The process involves the development of a business case and ultimately the 
Council applying to the Secretary of State for a Special Enforcement Area.  The Greater 
Cambridge Partnership has agreed to fund the project if it is decided to go ahead. 
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The Advent Adventure
24 windows, 24 days 

Theme: Recycled Nativity

Big Light Switch On and Parade
This year on Wednesday 1 December at 6 30 pm we will 
hopefully (!) gather at 41 High Street for the Big Light Switch 
On. We also plan to show this live on Facebook too! We will 
then parade to the Baptist Church on George Street. You can 
make your own lantern or bring along LED candles, lights or 
torches. Please bring drums, bells and whistles to make a 
loud noise!

In Person and Live Streamed Window Unveiling
At around 6 45 pm we will gather at the Baptist Church and 
also live stream on Facebook the unveiling of the first Advent 
window.

In Person and Live Streamed Juke Box Carols
On arrival at the Baptist Church mulled wine and refreshments 
will be served (Covid restrictions permitting) and there will 
be a chance to choose your favourite carol to sing!! We will 
then sing the ‘Top Five’ carols chosen by you and also stream 
this live on Facebook so you can join in at home if you prefer.

Our Eco-Friendly Theme
We wanted to make some links with the Willingham Plastics 
Pledge, so this year all the windows will be created from 
recycled or eco-friendly materials. Why not do your bit this 
Christmas too and sign the pledge? For more details see  www.
willinghamlife.org/take-the-willingham-plastics-pledge.

You will be able to pick up a list of all the Advent Windows 
from the usual places: the Post Office, the Library, Boswells 
Bakers and from www.willinghambaptist.org.

Wildflower Areas and Pollinators
I have attended some meetings led by ACRE, which 
focussed on ‘New Life On The Old West’ – the Old River 
Ouse north of us – and found that there was a lot to 
learn about our friends the pollinators. Basically, all flying 
insects help spread pollen. It was a surprise to learn that 
Hoverflies visit the highest percentage of crops. There are 
Latin names for each group of creatures but basically apart 
from Hoverflies, other key insects in order are Blowflies, 
then Ants, Butterflies and Moths, Potter Wasps, House 
Flies, Wasps and Ladybugs. 

Nectar attracts the insects with a yummy scent and 
flavour but nectar in flowers is actually an energy source 
for the insects. Then the pollen itself is taken in various 
ways back to the young and their eggs for protein. 
Flower forms also are key for each little creature. Some 
have tubular shapes needing insects with a long tongue 
(or proboscis), to dive into the base of that flower, while 
others have a flatter shape more suitable for insects with 
smaller mouthparts. Thus, it is important to have a good 
variety of flowers for all: no discrimination!

As we try to help our pollinators there must be a ground 
connection between these tasty flowers too. It isn’t good 
for little insects to have to fly such a long way across massive 
fields between meals as it is exhausting. Therefore, we are 
trying to find ways to link our whole area with patches 
and corridors of flowering plants. Not only do these areas 
have to be connected, but they need to have the variety of 
flowers which give pollen for a longer season. The experts 
appreciate that we humans don’t really like the three 
rogues – Nettles, Dock and Thistles, so they are trying to 
focus on replacing them with alternatives which will give 
good food and cover for wildlife, ideally from February until 
December. A Meadow Mix may cost a bit, but it consists of 
about 25 different seed varieties. If they are mixed with 
sand they spread more evenly and they will be  better 
spaced when they land, which is  helpful if children  are 
involved in the sowing! Apologies but those Dandelions 
are the first delicious useful flowers for pollinators, a tricky 
call for gardeners I agree. 

Generally, the message for preparation of the ground is 
this – in the late autumn cut the patch very short, then 
‘scarify’ (scrape down with a strong rake to disturb grass 
roots), clear every bit of rubbish into the green bin, and 
then seed your patch with a wild meadow flower mix. This 
gives the seeds space and time to gather moisture, settle 
down and flourish in the spring. A gentle light cut later in 
the season will allow flowers to regrow.  

The Parish Council have plans to reseed the large Nettle 
filled strip in our QEII field which is exciting. Visit the 
website: www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk for events and more 
information, you will discover Willingham is right in the 
middle of this amazing River and Fen project.

Valerie McKee

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

There are still a few days left for you to send 
in your Christmas Greetings to friends and 

neighbours in the village.

Then sit back and we will do the rest!  
For £10  (all of which will go to East Anglia 

Children’s Hospice)  you can have a small box 
in the December issue.

Email your greeting to willinghamnews@
gmail.com or leave it at the library, addressed 

to Willingham News.
  Cheques should be made payable to East 

Anglia Children’s Hospice  and can be posted 
through the door at 54 High Street.

Hurry you need to do this by
8 November
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45 Viking Way, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB23 8EL

IJC is a family run Cambridgeshire 
business with over 30 years’ experience.

We offer a comprehensive range of 
domestic and small commercial works 
across all forms of building, plumbing, 
heating and renewable services.

call us on: 01954 782920
or visit: www.ijcbuildingservices.co.uk

we’ve got your home 
improvements covered

PLUMBING & HEATING

BUILDING SERVICES

fit a new boiler 

upgrade your heating system  

annual service for your boiler

bathroom & kitchen installation 

new build 

home renovation

 WE’RE HIRING! Contact us for permanent  or subcontract vacancies

 
 

 

 

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
STAIRLIFTS, SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, 

RISING CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, TOILET & 
BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD 

AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

SCOTSDALES GARDEN 
CENTRE,   

HORNINGSEA, CB25 9JG  

Tel: 01223 863908  

www.orchard-mobility.co.uk 

 

Monday - Saturday 9.00-5.00  

Do you need business  nance?
Your local, independent specialist can help you to  nd the 
best deal to support your business and accelerate growth.

•  Asset  nance  •  Cash ow/Invoice  nance 
•  Property  nance  •  Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years.
Authorised and regulated by the

Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us 
today on 01223 848 844 or visit our website

www.smefunding.uk

Member of the National Association of Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s 
Of ce (ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a 

number of  nance providers based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission 
for such introductions. SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.          

Registered of ce: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON 
A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

!
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Introduction 

We have received several letters from Readers in respect of this 
development and all levels of local Government have become 
involved in issues raised. Accordingly, Willingham News thought 
that it would be helpful to show a sample letter and a response 
from the Parish Council separately from other Readers’ Letters 
and Council Reports.

Reader’s Letter

The following letter is representative of letters received by 
Willingham News

Dear Editors
Illegal Pile Driving on the Hayden Way/Westmere Site
I consider that illegal pile driving took place on the Westmere 
site (behind 64 Haden Way) between 30 August and the  
7 September, which seemed to us, akin to a physical assault in 
our own home. To add insult to injury, every time we complained 
to the site or at the developers’ office, they claimed that they 
were working within Council agreed limits of noise and vibration. 
They would not double check the position. They carried on with 
this unsupportable approach until written evidence was found 
by the residents of Haden Way that SCDC actually declined them 
the authorisation to pile on the 15 September, therefore a week 
after they finished their handy job! We have recorded video 
evidence of all this.

The noise nuisance coming from the site has been constant. 
From 8 am (or even earlier some days) to 4 pm we have to cope 
with the more or less constant loud noises from site machines, 
the loud revving of diesel engines, the ringing sound of diggers 
clearing their buckets by banging them on the ground, and on the 
rare occasions when it is quiet enough to venture in the garden 
or open a window, the loud music blaring from site radios. 

We have been trying to be civil and communicate with people 
on site and at Brampton valley office, but the answers we 
received from all sources appeared to us to be incorrect when it 
came to the legality of the pile driving. Since the Council issued 
a breach of condition notice to the site, the only time they are 

silent is when it comes to responding to our concerns; it seems 
to us that they choose to ignore us totally. 

My wife is still recovering from recent surgery and is trying 
to start working again from home. But this is proving almost 
impossible due to the constant noise pollution coming from our 
neighbours on the Westmere site. The constant noise not only 
disturbs our life at home causing us undue stress and tiredness, 
it is also impacts on our ability to work and earn a living. We hope 
that the meeting with SCDC officials will prove to be fruitful. 

Didier Beaugrand

Parish Council Response To Letters From Concerned 
Parishioners  About The  Haden Way Development

The Parish Council have also been very concerned about the 
issues that residents have been facing during the initial stages of 
the development and have made representation to the District 
Council on a number of occasions to request that enforcement 
officers ensure that the development is undertaken within the 
constraints of the planning approval. 

Whilst the pursuit for compensation by affected parishioners 
is a civil matter between individual residents and the developers, 
the Council will continue to support and work with SCDC in its 
efforts to ensure that the developers respond to residents’ 
concerns and comply with all applicable planning conditions.

Our District Councillor has worked hard to try and resolve the 
numerous issues raised and has escalated these concerns to the 
highest level within SCDC.  The Parish Council would like to thank 
him for all his efforts thus far and hope that these efforts will 
ensure the developers respond responsibly and transparently to 
the issues and requests for information.   

The Parish Council will continue to monitor this situation 
closely and work with our District Councillor and SCDC officers 
as appropriate to try and ensure a positive outcome for the 
residents of Haden Way. 

Parish Council

The Hayden Way Development

Grant Scheme for Young People
A new grant aimed at providing funds for projects that support 
children and young people has just opened. £38,000 is available 
through the scheme for projects which help to empower 
children and young people, helping them to build self-belief and 
make a positive difference to themselves and their community. 
Organisations that are independently set-up for charitable or 
social benefit (including Parish Councils) can apply for grants of 
between £4,000 and £8,000.
Universal Credit: Available Support
The £20 per week increase to Universal Credit, introduced by the 
Government in response to the pandemic, officially ended on 
6 October. Residents in financial difficulty should contact SCDC 
soon as possible to discuss the support that may be provided. 
There are a range of options available and you can find more 
detail at www.tinyurl.com/3vjkmcxd.
Local Plan Consultation to Start in November
Residents are being encouraged to comment on the First 
Proposals for the new Local Plan. The public consultation starts 
on 1 November and runs for 6 weeks until 13 December. Your 
views will help to shape the final plan and will eventually set 
out how Greater Cambridge will develop over the next 20 years.  

The proposals at this stage include 19 new sites for homes 
and business space, with the majority of extra development 
proposed for North East Cambridge and the Cambridge Airport 
site.

The proposals have been praised for their ambitious approach 
to meeting the environmental challenges facing the area. The 
plan states that without urgent action on new sources of water 
supply by the water industry and central government the 
number of new homes will have to be reduced.

Your views are crucial and welcomed – please take the 
time to comment. More details can be found at  www.
greatercambridgeplanning.org/localplan.

Afghanistan Refugees 
Five more homes for families from Afghanistan are being put 
forward by SCDC as part of its response to the international 
crisis, in addition to the homes for three families announced in 
August, SCDC’s plan is to house around 40 refugees.

Bill Handley and Dawn Percival
cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk 01954 20028 
cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk 07948 683599

District Councillors’ Report
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224

Willingham News Jan 2021.qxp_Willingham News  14/12/2020  10:53  Page 17

WILLINGHAM NEWS November 2021 17



18 WILLINGHAM NEWS November 2021

Willingham Combined Charity

Annual Prizes For The Allotments
We really do have a mixture of expertise from the very 
experienced to those who just want to have a go. The five 
by five metre plots, for those with little or no experience, 
have turned out to be very successful. Sadly, the 17 created 
so far are all we can accommodate at the moment. 

Every year we award prizes in two categories: Best 
Allotment and Best Newcomer. 

Prize winners  – From the Westmeadow Site: 
Best Allotment: Mr Michael Few. Michael, a seasoned 

allotment holder, always manages to grow such a variety 
of produce all year round.

Best Newcomers: Mr Tony and Mrs Penny Marrone, 
who took over their plot in 2020. It is pure delight to see 
what they have managed to grow this year- their Dahlias 
are a joy to behold! 

Congratulations  to the winners and  also to all the 
allotment holders. Thanks have to go to the Judges who 
were very impressed with both 
sites saying that competition 
was very fierce. I will be 
emailing the judges’ comments 
to the allotment holders later.

I personally would like to 
say a special thanks to both 
Pete Cornish and Brian Jarvis, 
who are themselves allotment 
holders, and are so helpful to 
other allotment holders. Their 
enthusiasm, assistance and 
terrible jokes keep me going 
and make it a real pleasure to 
work alongside them. Mind 
you, my heart misses a beat when I hear the immortal 
words…….    ‘Sue, we have been thinking……’

Sue Ayling

 

 
Willingham & Over  
Community Warden 

Scheme		
 Are you aged 60 or over? 

Would you like help to continue to live independently 
in your own home? 

The Community Warden is able to offer assistance by 
providing a daily phone call (Mon-Fri) and support 

such as: 
• Making drinks and a light meal 
• A home visit 
• Collecting prescriptions 
• Small items of shopping 
• A listening ear 
• Help with paperwork and making appointments 
• Signposting to other services where appropriate 

 
 
  

 

 

There is a FREE 2 week trial and then a small weekly fee afterwards  
if you wish to remain on the scheme.  

If you are interested in this service and would 
like more information, please call Joanne on 

07812496002 or email 
wardens@ageukcap.org.uk  

07812 496004 00000007807 

 
  

 

Bluntisham Meridian  
Learning Experience

The Two World Wars

This course examines 
the two conflicts. The 
pre-history of World 
War 1 and the inter-
war years are also 
considered.
Tutor: Stephen Corley

Bluntisham Meridian Learning Experience
Spring Term Course

Begins Monday 17 January for 10 weeks
At Bluntisham Baptist Hall 10 – 11 45 am

Fee: £50
For details, please contact Marie Quick on 01487 841472

or email marie_quick358@hotmail.com
Try out the first session free.

THE PARISH CHURCH

Save the Date Notice!

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Saturday 4 December at 10 am

Christmas Door Wreaths
And Decorations

(Pre-ordered only)

And 
 

Cakes & Preserves
Pies & Pastries
Will be for sale

Refreshments will be available

Details of how to Pre-Order the Wreathes and 
Decorations will be published in advance on 
our Facebook page, on Church Notice Boards 

and our Website.

Penny & Tony Marrone
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Your local, family run business specialising in 
transforming project dreams into reality! 

Extensions – Refurbishments – Conversions – 
Kitchens – Flooring – Electrical work – Bespoke 

furniture - AND SO MUCH MORE! 

 07989 341724         01954 202267 
www.ajcarpentry.co.uk 

 

 

Willingham Post Office 
15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES 

 01954 260331 
                                                MMoonn  ––  FFrrii      0088::3300  ––1188::0000          SSaatt      0088::3300  ––1133::0000  

• All mail services, including special delivery 
• Travel Currency – US Dollar and Euro plus others in branch. Fast Travel Currency 

order service available! 
• Travel Money Cards, Travel Insurance and MoneyGram 
• Digital Passport Photographs, Passport Check and Send Service 
• International Driving Permits and Vehicle Tax 
• Financial Products – Insurance, ISA, Growth Bonds 
• Phone Top-Ups, Bill payments and Gift Cards for most occasions 
• CRB/CQC DBS validation/certification service 
• Document Certification Service 
• Free Cash withdrawals for most major Banks as well as Cash & Cheque Deposits 
• Photocopying and Laminating Service  
• Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and Pack & Post Items 
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DATE EVENT ORGANISATION VENUE EXTRA INFO

Mon 1 Nov Coping with Climate Change with  
 Nigel Start Gardening Club Social Club 7 30 pm, p6

Wed 3 Nov Parish Council Meeting Parish Council Octagon 7 30 pm, see p9

Fri 5 Nov Games Afternoon Friends of Willingham  
  Library (FOWL) Library 2 – 4 pm, see p7

Sat 6 Nov Second-Hand Book Stall Friends of Willingham   10 30 am – 12 noon, 
  Library (FOWL) Library see p7

Mon 8 Nov Willingham News Deadline Willingham News  See p3, articles to be 
    sent to: 
    willinghamnews@gmail.com

Mon 8 Nov The Puppet Lady with Angela Collins Women’s Institute Social Club 7 30 pm, see p6

Fri 12 Nov Live Music from Graham Buxton Social Club Social Club willinghamsocialclub.com

Sun 14 Nov Act of Remembrance Royal British Legion War Memorial 
   Parish Church 10 50 am, see p5

Mon 15 Nov Theme: Country or City Photography Club Baptist Church 8 – 10 pm, see p13

Sat 20 Nov Men’s Breakfast Men’s Breakfast Baptist Church 7 45 am, see p11

Wed 24 Nov Mixed Craft Group Women’s Institute Baptist Church 10 am – 4 30 pm, see p6 

Fri 26 Nov Live Music – Reggae & Ska Social Club Social Club willinghamsocialclub.com

Fri/Sat Songs from the Shows Over Players Over Community
26/27 Nov   Day Centre 8 pm, see p7

Tue 30 Nov Patient Participation Group Meeting Surgery Online 12 noon – 1 30 pm,  
    see p10

Wed 1 Dec Big Light Switch On & Parade Baptist Church From 41 High Street 6 30 pm, see p14

The History of Scrabble and Monopoly
As the Games Afternoon at the Library has restarted we 
wondered about the origins of a couple of our favourite 
board games. In 1933, during the depression, a jobless 
architect from New York, Alfred Mosher Butts, invented 
a game that merged anagrams and crossword puzzles 
into a scoring word game he called Lexiko. It was refined 
to become Criss Cross Words. But game manufacturers 
weren’t interested. Then Butts met a game-loving 
entrepreneur, James Brunot and together they refined 
the rules and design and renamed it Scrabble; it was 
trademarked in 1948. In 1949, 2,400 sets were made at 
a loss of $450. Then in the early 1950s, the president 
of Macy’s department store discovered the game and 
ordered some for his store. Within a year Scrabble was 
a must-have family game. It is sold in 121 countries and 
is available in more than 30 languages. About 150 million 
sets have been sold worldwide; it was first sold in the UK 
in 1954 and now half of British homes have a Scrabble set. 

The story of Monopoly is a sadly typical one for female 
inventors. The game was invented in 1903 by an American 
woman, Lizzie Magie, who was trying to explain a theory 
about tax. She called it the Landlord’s Game and took 
out a patent. In 1932, an out-of-work man, Charles 
Darrow, played the game at a friend’s house. He decided 
to make his own version and sold it to Parker Brothers. 
He told them he had invented it out of boredom. He 
and the games company made millions. Parker Brothers 
eventually learned the truth about the original inventor, 
Lizzie Magie, and bought her copyright for a pittance. For 
years she was never mentioned in relation to the game. 
Monopoly has been sold in 114 countries and translated 
into 47 languages. About 275 million sets have been 
sold, including over 300 different versions – changing the 
traditional London setting to other locations and themes; 
we now have the Cambridge version of Monopoly!
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   Edgar Farrell 

                  Construction 
                                               WWW.EDGARFARRELL.CO.UK 

  

   

                            
                                

                                                 

                                                                                        

 
 

Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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If you have any changes to the Village 
Directory please send them to us at: 

willinghamnews@gmail.com



Please notify Willingham News of any changes
Council and Parish Council (See full details on page 9)  01954 261027
Community County Councillor Neil Gough 07919 990299 / neilgoughcrw@gmail.com
 District Councillor Dawn Percival    07948 683599 / cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk
 District Councillor Bill Handley     01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk
 Willingham Community Planning Group Chris Thornhill  07529 222579 / Communityplanning@willinghamlife.org
Services Police  101
 Surgery   01954 260230 
 Dispensary for repeat prescription requests  01954 207602
 Library  0345 045 5225
 Pharmacy  01954 261787
 Over Surgery  01954 231550
 Urgent Care Cambridgeshire  111
 Community Warden  Joanne Twinn wardens@ageukcap.org.uk  07812 496002
Schools Primary School Mr Dave Morel 01954 283030
 Willingham Out Of School Club (3–6 pm only) Mrs M Lenk 01954 283033
 School Governors Chairperson Katy Stevenson  chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk
 School Association c/o school 01954 283030
 British School Trust Ray Croucher 01954 261113
Children Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Matt Haigh adventure@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
 Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only) Mrs Kate Van Dort 01954 201567
 Koala Kidz Mrs Edith Jeffrey 01954 260046
 Brownies, Guides and Rangers Lynn McGoff  willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk 
 First Steps Vicky Page vickypage85@gmail.com
 TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group) Katy Gilbert 01954 261922
 Little Rainbows Baby & Toddler Group Tiko Pending tmwale31@gmail.com 
 KFC Kid’s Friday Club Years 1-6 (Baptist Church) Lorriane Bald 01954 261189 
Halls Ploughman Hall Bookings through Parish Council 01954 261027
 Wilford Furlong Centre  01954 261445
 The Octagon   admin@5folds.org.uk
 Baptist Bookings and Rentals Emma Launchbury  01954 263108
 Willingham Social Club Bookings Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Centre bookings  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
Local Allotments  Sue Ayling 01954 260718
Representatives Billavincea Lodge 8719 Mr M Scrivener 01480 413533
 Fen Edge Community Association Eileen Wilson chair@fenedge.co.uk
 Over & District Royal British Legion Jane Matthews 07983 630265 / overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com
 OWLS Community Car Scheme Lorraine Hunt 07505 254363
 Willingham Action Group (WAG) Mike Tidball 01954 260647
 Willingham Combined Charities Kassia Bunnett  07969 541095 / k.bunnett@googlemail.com
 Willingham RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser Graham Atherton 01954 260331
 Willingham Bee Group Chairman Steve Smith 07795 215071
Clubs Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)   willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
 Gardening Club Mrs C Bailey  01954 260794
 WBC Youth Club (Baptist Church Years 7-9) Bev Thomas 01954 789230
 Willingham Dance Club Teresa Weston willinghamdanceclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Social Club Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Jam Club Julian Eales  01954 201818
 Willingham Photography Club Steve Harding 07595 668161
 Willingham Running Club Monica Garcia gcompass.monica@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Club Jack Stinton  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
 Women’s Institute Wendy Law 01954 202188
Sport Angling Colin Dodd  07773 719330
 Badminton Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Bowls Club Ian Bissett (Sec) ianbissett@gmail.com  
   Willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com
 Cricket Club Mr R Ambrose 01954 610113
 Cycling Club – www.willinghamwheels.com  Paul Knighton  07787 530394
 Tennis Club John Graham 01954 231968
 Willingham Diamonds Netball Club Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Willingham Sports Pavilion through Parish Council  01954 261027
 Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football) Jamie Smith (Sec)  01954 261141
Churches Mothers’ Union Mrs Sue Hayden 01954 260363
 Baptist Church Emma Launchbury  01954 263108
 Methodists (Ministerial Contact) Rev Simon Oliver  07554 202929
 Roman Catholic Priest Rev Thomas J Walton 01480 462192
 Parish Church Rev Simon Gill  01954 230434 / admin@5folds.org.uk

VILLAGE DIRECTORY
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Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

At Uttridge Accounting we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

• Accounts Preparation
• Self Assessment
• Taxation Advice
• Business Start-ups
• Business Planning
• Payroll Services
• Online Accounting

For professional accounting 
expertise, attentive personal 
service and great value for 
money, contact us today. 

01954 263000
info@uttridge-accounting.co.uk
www.uttridge-accounting.co.uk

Call for a brochure  or to speak to one 
of our specialists 01954 261431

or visit our website  
vintagetravel.co.uk

HANDPICKEDHANDPICKED

VILLAS WITH POOLSVILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas & 
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas 

of traditional local culture.

GREECE • SPAIN • LANZAROTE • BALEARICS • PORTUGAL  
TURKEY • FRANCE • ITALY • CROATIA • CYPRUS V5643

2787

Your Local Travel Company
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