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‘The Visitation’, Wall Painting from St Mary and All Saints Church, Photograph by Richard Lingham. 

See Article page 15.
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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
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Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  

Willingham News Jan 2021.qxp_Willingham News  14/12/2020  10:48  Page 2



WILLINGHAM NEWS September 2021 3WILLINGHAM NEWS March 2021                                                                                                                                                          3

Advertising 
We would like to thank all our advertisers for their continued 
support during these difficult times. It’s due to them that 
Willingham News is able to serve the village. Please continue to 
support our local businesses now and in the future when 
restrictions are lifted.  

Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues 
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to: 
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your e‐mails Adverts. 
The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention 
that you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you 
all very much.
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Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News Ltd 
and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to ensure the 
accuracy of the content of the submissions, but this 
cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right to edit or 
omit articles at our discretion. The views expressed in 
readers’ letters are not necessarily those of the editorial 
team. Send your contributions to willinghamnews@ 
gmail.com as an email attachment of up to 250 words (no 
pdfs) to arrive before the monthly deadline. The Editorial 
Team comprises Liz Cosford, Jane Dowle, Wendy Law, 
Frances Watts, James Watts and Trevor Weston. 

The deadline for your contributions is the 8th of each 
month. As the library still has restricted opening, hard 
copy can be dropped off at 15 Balland Field. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present 
(with the exception of March 2006) are now available on the 
Willingham Life website run by WAG: 
www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham‐magazine back‐issues

To contact local police, phone 101 or email: 

SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Bin Collections – Fridays 

Friday 5 March Blue and Green    

Friday 12 March Black                          

Friday 19 March Blue and Green  

Friday 26 March Black 
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articles at our discretion. The views expressed in readers' 
letters are not necessarily those of the editorial team. Send 
your contributions to willinghamnews@gmail.com as an 
email attachment of up to 250 words (no pdfs) to arrive 
before the monthly deadline. Paper copy can be dropped 
off at the library. The Editorial Team comprises Liz Cosford, 
Jane Dowle, Wendy Law, Frances Watts, James Watts and 
Trevor Weston.

The deadline for your contributions is the 8th of each 
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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Willingham  
Community Plan 
Group (WCPG)  
Update

No stories this month! The group wants to share some 
of the current issues that you have highlighted during 
the public meetings and in the suggestion boxes. The 
latter are now closed, and we would like to thank all 
the local businesses for hosting them. We counted over 
100 responses so here is a non-exhaustive list of issues 
identified – not in any order whatsoever! (Try singing it to 
the tune of My Favourite Things!)

Bypass and traffic calming, parking and pollution
Zebra crossings, dog walking and speed diminution 
Bridleways and cycleways, public footpaths and drains
Here are a few of your favourite pains.

Potholes and pavements, resurfacing and litter 
Development and flooding, sporting facilities and MUGA  
New trees, green spaces, wildflowers and verges
Litter and antisocial behaviour are scourges
Our local farmers, water management and labour
More leisure activities not just sporting endeavour
Better public areas accessibility
Schooling and taxis and local history 
Medical capacity 
now there’s Northstowe
More facilities 
for the less mobile to go to
Public transport to neighbouring villages and busway
Get involved and we might have them – one day!

We received suggestions about the questionnaires 
(both household and young people), excellent ideas on 
communications within the village (for example, a Lost Pets 
Messaging Board), sustainable initiatives for a repair/swap 
shop and Spring and Autumn Front of House Pavement 
Sales. These great ideas just need committed individuals 
to run with them! 

The team are going to take time to make sure that we 
include everything we can in the questionnaire. If you care 
about an issue, the chances are someone else will too. 
Therefore, we have delayed the roll-out slightly until late 
autumn. To make sure that this is accessible to all, there 
will be the option for paper questionnaires as well as an 
online version. With over 4,000 residents to engage, we 
really need your help! We are looking for willing volunteers 
to help with:

• Delivery and collection of paper questionnaires to your 
street.

• Data entry after the questionnaire.

If you can help, please email communityplanning@
willinghamlife.org, or telephone 07529 222579.

P10 
 
 
 
Willingham Women’s Institute 
	
	
 
There will be no meeting this month, as is usual in August, but in 
September we are hoping to return to the Social Club for a relaxed evening 
get-together, in person at last! 
In June, we had what we hope will be our last Zoom meeting, with an 
interesting talk from Carole Pook about Mary Shelley’s scandalous life. We 
heard how Mary became acquainted with unorthodox ideas in science, 
politics and poetry at the soirées given by her father, William Godwin, 
which attracted many radical thinkers of the time. It was during these 
evenings that she met and fell in love with Percy Shelley, but her family 
forbade her to marry him because of his bad reputation. They eloped to 
Switzerland where they met Lord Byron and, during an evening of telling 
ghost stories, she developed the ideas which would eventually become her 
famous novel, Frankenstein. 
Our WI is large and friendly and a great way for women in the village to 
socialise and get to know new people. Why not give it a try? If you would 
like to find out more, please contact us at willinghamwi28@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

Willingham Community Plan Group 
Update 
Thank you to all that attended the 
two public meetings of the WCPG on 
23 June and 1 July. It was lovely to 
meet in person – even outside! We 
gained a lot of insight into what 

people care about and were able to address a few misunderstandings of 
what this group is about.   
Our role is simply to put together a survey for the village and report back 
on the findings. We are not a campaigning group and are completely 
neutral. We must design the survey to identify the priorities of the village 
and not our personal views. We are supported by, but completely 
independent of, the Parish Council, WAG and other groups in the village. 
The data and report will be unbiased and representative of the village as a 
whole. This means that the Parish Council and agencies responsible for 
delivering services, such as South Cambs and the County Council, will be 
able to trust the data as representative of the current views of the people 
of Willingham. 

Willingham Youth Trust

We are very excited to announce that the Trust will 
be opening its doors again on 15 September, with 
Connections Bus Project coming in to deliver Youth Club 
sessions on a Wednesday evening. These sessions will be 
freely available to young people in Years 7, 8 and 9, and 
will provide a safe space to relax with friends, play games, 
enjoy some food, chat to our youth workers and just hang 
out for the evening. Sessions will run from 7 – 8 30 pm, 
and are free, so you can just turn up and stay for as long 
as you like. If you would like to come along to the first 
session, please contact us or just turn up. 

During the pandemic, the Youth Trust building was closed 
to users, but once lockdown restrictions began to lift, we 
were able to offer our premises to local dance school, JSPC, 
who have been able to run dance classes there for young 
people in the local area. We are now taking bookings for 
birthday parties and other events, so if you would like to 
inquire about booking the space, please email us. 

The Youth Trust bade a fond farewell to Bonnie Twiss 
and Emma Mason, our previous Chair and Secretary, and 
welcomed Jack Stinton and Vicky Richards to these roles. 
They are looking forward to moving us out of the pandemic 
and bringing their expertise to the Youth Trust and Youth 
Club to help expand what the charity delivers. We are truly 
grateful for everything Bonnie and Emma have given over 
the years, and we wish them all the best for their future 
endeavours.

The Youth Trust has been working closely with the 
Willingham Community Planning Group, helping to 
develop the Youth Survey which will be going out as part 
of the village-wide questionnaire this month. We look 
forward to receiving everyone’s feedback and working to 
put your views into action.

The Youth Trust is now working on growing its social 
media presence, so if you would like to follow us on any of 
our social media platforms, please find us on:

Facebook (facebook.com/WillinghamYouthTrust), 
Instagram: WillinghamYouthTrust, Twitter: WillinghamYT.
For further information, email  
enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org.
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Willingham Feast
There will be a limited number of events this year to 
include photography and art exhibitions, a comedy 
night and a wine tasting quiz. We are not sure yet if 
the funfair will visit. There may be more events to add 
but full details of events and timing will appear in the 
October magazine and on village social media. The 
‘official’ Feast weekend falls on 9 – 10 October.

Here is a classic photo of Church Street at the end nearest 
the Co-op, taken in about 1895. The large, thatched building 
on the right was a bakery, as it is today. The chimney 
shows a large ‘inglenook’ open fireplace indicating that 
the building was very old. None of these buildings remain 
today having been replaced by a row of new houses of 
differing styles in the early 20th century. We know that 
the bakery burned down, so maybe the open fire was not 
such a good idea, but this made room for the houses near 
Church Lane. It’s quite hard to map today’s houses on to 
the footprints of the old buildings, so if you have more 
information, please let me know.

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com and if you 
have stories or memories about this picture, please contact 
Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@oldwillingham.com.

Old Willingham

Willingham Combined Charity
We are compiling an Historical Charity Archive and recently 
received documents from the family of an ex-Trustee which 
have proved to be both useful and interesting. We thank 
the family very much and are hoping that there might be 
even more out there! If you do have anything, even if you 
are not sure if it will be of any use, please contact me on 
01954 260718 or sue.ayling1@ntlworld.com. 
Many thanks.

Sue Ayling

Congratulations from Willingham 
British School Trust!

The Trustees congratulate every young person in the 
village who has, despite the challenges of the last 18 
months, gained their required academic grades and will be 
starting a university course or apprenticeship this autumn. 
The Trust has funds available to help you and your parents 
meet the additional, possibly unexpected, costs you are 
now having to meet for equipment, field trips and books. 
Applications will also be considered from institutions and 
voluntary groups seeking financial support to meet the 
needs of Willingham’s young people in innovative ways.

After meeting online since March 2020, the Trustees 
held their first face-to-face meeting in July, kindly hosted 
by Willingham Youth Trust. The Trustees will next meet to 
consider applications for funding on 15 October. It’s easy 
to apply, so get in touch to find out how the Trust can help 
you. Enquiries should be made to the Trust Secretary, Dr 
Ray Croucher, 01954 261113 or raycroucher47@gmail.
com.

1st Willingham Brownies
The unit will launch in September at the Primary School 
and is open to any girl aged 7 – 10 years old. Brownies 
gives girls the opportunity to try new things, develop their 
team participation and leadership skills, make new friends 
and have fun and adventures in a safe, girls-only space. 
If your daughter would like to join, either contact us at 
1stwillinghambrownies@gmail.com or, if she is new to 
guiding, you can register your details at www.girlguiding.
org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter.

Lynn McGoff

Willingham  
Women’s  
Institute
Our next meeting will be on Monday 13 September at 
7 30 pm, when we will hopefully be back in the Social 
Club. Our President, Jane Miller will send out an email 
nearer the time to confirm that this can go ahead. The 
evening will be a social get-together with a quiz and 
jigsaw swap.

In July, after the relaxation of the COVID-19 rules, 
we were able to meet for our Summer Party in Jane’s 
garden. With a glass of Pimm’s we were able to chat to 
many members we hadn’t seen face-to-face for so long 
and wander around the garden. We were lucky to have 
good weather and a lovely time was had by all.

Our WI is large and friendly and a great way for women 
in the village to socialise and get to know new people. 
Why not give it a try? If you would like to find out more, 
please contact us at willinghamwi28@gmail.com.
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Social Club
We would like to thank everyone 
who came to our Beer Festival so 
shortly after lockdown had ended. 
We were overwhelmed by the level 
of support and would also like to 

give a big thank you to 
our staff, volunteers and 
sponsors, without whose 
help this event would not 
have been possible.

The event was so well 
supported you almost 
manged to drink us dry 
with all but eight pints of 
the 1,100 pints of real ale, 
craft lager and cider being 
consumed. As the weather 
was kind, we were able to 
set up our extra-long trestle 

tables in the car 
park, giving a street 
party atmosphere.

The music was 
supplied by SJ and 
the Flying Pigs on 
Friday night and The 
Phat Controllers on 
Saturday, with both 

bands going down a storm, filling the dance floor towards 
the end of the evening on both nights.

Funds raised from this year’s event will be used to make 
further improvements to the facilities at the Club, with our 
own sound and lighting systems for the function room. In 
the past these have been borrowed from the Jam Club, for 
which we have been very grateful and a special thank you 
to Steve Lockwood who has been a big support.

October will see the return of the ever-popular Custard 
Comedy Nights on Friday 1 October. Tickets and details 
of the acts can be found at www.wegottickets.com/
event/522745. Advanced purchase of tickets is advisable 
as this event often sells out.

As we move away from any further chance of more 
lockdowns, we have been busy booking events for your 
enjoyment as below. More are being added all the time, 
so please check out our Facebook page for more details, 
www.facebook.com/willinghamsocialclub.

The Club continues to be open seven nights a week and 
we have seen an influx of new members taking advantage 
of this. We are lucky in this village to have a good variety 
of entertainment venues to choose from, so please keep 
using them.

Dates for your Diary

Bingo every Wednesday, 7 30 pm.
9 and 23 September – League Poker, 7 45 pm.
3 September – Live Music from Or Wot.
11 September – Jax & Co.

Bowls Club
Established 1937

It seems like repeat, repeat and repeat.  We really wanted to 
put our Community Scheme into action, but the pandemic 
disrupted our plans time and time again. When we were 
finally allowed to start, we had to rely on our Facebook 
page to let villagers know, so we only had a few people 
turn up but we are still hopeful. Then came the rain, which 
finally sealed the Scheme’s fate for this year.  If you have 
been down to the Recreation Ground, you will probably 
have noticed the lying water which, unfortunately, is 
always worse at the far end, near the Bowling Green. 
The rain has been so heavy that we have had to cancel 
our remaining home league matches. The drainage is very 
poor, regardless of the Parish Council’s attempts to clear 
it, and it just can’t cope with the water on the Bowls Club 
side of the field. Consequently, the Green is waterlogged. 
Talking with some of the old village residents, they have 
said they can’t remember so much lying water at this time 
of year.

Keep an eye on the Bowls Club Facebook page, just in 
case we have a dry, hot spell that will allow us to offer some 
sessions. The Community Scheme will be on Wednesday 
afternoons at 2 pm, weather and conditions allowing.

Willingham Photography Club
Our aim is to learn more about photography whilst enjoying 
a social evening and in September, we hope to be meeting 
again in person. Please check our website for the most up-

to-date details.
We have a monthly assignment, entering photographs 

online for consideration and feedback from our resident 
professional photographer and the theme for September is:

A Blast of Colour
Photographs should be submitted by 20 September via 

www.willinghamphotoclub.org.uk, following the link to the 
Virtual Assignments Google Drive.

We cordially invite anyone who enjoys photography to get in 
touch. Your expertise level does not matter, neither does the 

nature of your camera. Membership is £20 for six months, 
with the first month free of charge but subscriptions are 

currently deferred.
For further details, please contact Steve Harding, 07595 

668161 or visit our website at  
www.willinghamphotoclub.org.uk.
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Young Readers’  
Corner

!

Quick Crossword by Willow 

Answers on page 18 

Book Quiz 
Answers on page 18 
As we will all be changing our clocks again this month, I 
have chosen books with the word ‘Time’ in the title.  
Welcome to Spring! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chris Lacey

Guest Editors this month – Ester, Isla, Sol and Honor 
Overton  

Slime Recipe  

Slime is always a huge hit in our house. We make it way too 
often!  
This is our favourite recipe –  

Ingredients 

1 cup of white or clear glue (pva) 
1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda 
1‐2 teaspoons of contact lens solution (it must have borax in 
the ingredients as that’s the magic bit!) 
A squirt of paint or food colouring – your favourite colour.  

Method 

So, what do you have to do? First, stir together the glue and 
bicarbonate of soda in a bowl. Add in the squirt of colouring 
and mix. Now add the contact lens solution and keep stirring 
until it starts to get stringy and comes away from the edge of 
the bowl. Take it in your hands and knead it for a minute or 
so until it only sticks to itself. It will be super stretchy! 

You can also add glitter or glow in the dark paint. Our 
favourite is to make it fluffy slime! To make this, add three 
cups of shaving foam to the mixture before you add the 
contact lens solution, and it will be super stretchy AND super 
fluffy!  

Enjoy! 

Super Star Wars Jokes 

Why did Anakin cross the road? 
To get to the dark side! 

What do you call Chewbacca when he gets chocolate in his 
fur? 

A chocolate chip wookie! 

What side of an Ewok has the most hair? 
The outside! 

Which Star Wars character works at a restaurant? 
Darth Waiter 

The Wind – a Poem and a Riddle as well! 

Did you feel me in the air? 
Did you see me dancing through your hair? 
Did you feel me in the breeze? 
Did you hear me whisper through the trees? 
 
Did you smell the smoke with me? 
Did you taste the salt brought from the sea? 
I blew the clouds, the fog I thinned, 
What am I?                            I am the wind. 
 
Many thanks to Ester, Isla, Sol and Honor for their recipe, 
poem and jokes. 

If you have anything that you would like to see in the Young 
Reader’s Corner in future editions, please send your ideas to 
willinghamnews@gmail.com.
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1    A Time to Kill 
2    The Time Traveler’s 
      Wife 
3    The Time Machine 
4    The Curious Incident of 
      the Dog in the Night‐
      Time 
5    Love in the Time of 
      Cholera 

6    Hard Times 
7    The Land that Time 
      Forgot 
8    A Dance to the Music of 
      Time 
9    A Brief History of Time 
10  A Wrinkle in Time 

Across 
1    Extreme fear (6) 
4    Fundamental (5) 
7    Body tissue (6) 
8    Tropical fruit (6) 
9    See (4) 
10 Has a stab (8) 
12 Journey's end (11) 
17 Union (8) 
19 Heart of the matter (4) 
20 Building for vehicle (6) 
21 Guffaws (6) 
22 Sister's daughter (5) 
23 Without hindrance (6) 

Down 
1    Punched (7) 
2    Repeats aloud (7) 
3    Procedure in theatre (9) 
4    Huge fire (5) 
5    Hair detergent (7) 
6    Unrefined (6) 
11 Globetrotter (9) 
13 Stretch (7) 
14 Embody (7) 
15 Badly behaved (7) 
16 Specialised language (6) 
18 Corner (5) 
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General Knowledge Crossword  
by Willow

Answers on page 18

Across
1 Wild flower common in 

grass verges (3,7)
7 Channel Island, capital St 

Peter Port (8)
8 Thin strip of wood in the 

mouthpiece of a clarinet (4)
9 Traditional black eyeliner (4)
10 Dried cured meat from 

Southern Africa (7)
12 Betrayal of one's country 

(4,7)
14 Edible shellfish with mother 

of pearl inside (7)
16 Chinese dynasty, 1368 – 

1643 (4)
19 Woman in German (4)
20 Introduction to an opera or 

ballet (8)
21 County town of Shropshire 

(10)

Down
1 Make watertight (5)
2 Wild pig Pumbaa in The Lion 

King (7)
3 East end of a church (4)
4 Parachutist (3,5)
5 Small heron (5)
6 Beatle assassinated in 1980 

(6)
11 DCI Vera, played by Brenda 

Blethyn (8)
12 Capital of Tasmania (6)
13 Toy dog breed from Tibet 

(4-3)
15 Irish loch (5)
17 Russian writer (1868-1936) 

with a Moscow park named 
after him (5)

18 Greek god, chief deity on 
Mount Olympus (4)

Book Quiz
Answers on page 18

This month I have chosen books with numbers in the titles. 
There are only ten here but surprisingly, there are quite a 
few more.  See if you can guess the authors.  
1 A Tale of Two Cities
2 The Three Musketeers
3 Five Children and It
4 The 39 Steps
5 Fahrenheit 451
6 Nineteen Eighty-Four
7 Catch 22
8 Three Blind Mice
9 Five Quarters of the Orange
10 Three Men in a Boat

Christine Lacey

Children’s Harvest Word Search

The word ‘harvest’ comes from the Anglo-Saxon word 
‘haerfest’ which means ‘autumn’. Can you find the words 
in the grid relating to this beautiful season?

Answer on page 18.
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 1 Wild flower common in grass verges (3,7) 

 7 Channel Island, capital St Peter Port (8) 

 8 Thin strip of wood in the mouthpiece of a 
clarinet (4) 

 9 Traditional black eyeliner (4) 

 10 Dried cured meat from Southern Africa (7) 

 12 Betrayal of one's country (4,7) 

 14 Edible shellfish with mother of pearl inside 
(7) 

 16 Chinese dynasty, 1368 - 1643 (4) 

 19 Woman in German (4) 

 20 Introduction to an opera or ballet (8) 

 21 County town of Shropshire (10) 

 

Down 

 1 Make watertight (5) 

 2 Wild pig Pumbaa in The Lion King (7) 

 3 East end of a church (4) 

 4 Parachutist (3,5) 

 5 Small heron (5) 

 6 Beatle assassinated in 1980 (6) 

 11 DCI Vera, played by Brenda Blethyn (8) 
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 13 Toy dog breed from Tibet (4-3) 
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This month I have chosen books with numbers in the titles. There are only ten here but surprisingly, 
there are quite a few more.  See if you can guess the authors.   

1 A Tale of Two Cities 
2 The Three Musketeers 
3 Five Children and It 
4 The 39 Steps 
5 Fahrenheit 451 
6 Nineteen Eighty-Four 
7 Catch 22 
8 Three Blind Mice 
9 Five Quarters of the Orange 
10 Three Men in a Boat 

Christine Lacey 

Young Readers’ Corner 
 
Children’s Harvest Word Search 
The word ‘harvest’ comes from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘haerfest’ which means ‘autumn’. Can you 
find the words in the grid relating to this beautiful season? 
Answer on page 
 

 
 
Apple Autumn Barley Barn Beet 

Cereal Combine Farmer Festival Harvest 

Leaves Maize Oat Pear Potato 

Pumpkin Silo Straw Tractor Wheat 
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Cereal Combine Farmer Festival Harvest
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.WillinghamParishCouncil.gov.uk 

D Law               Parish Council Chairman                     cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      01954 202188 

N Harris           Planning Committee Chairman         cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  07792 611226 

P King               Parish Council Vice Chair                    cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                   01954 260780 

L King               Leisure & Amenities – Lead Cllr        cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                    01954 260780 

R Manning      Greens & Boundaries – Lead Cllr      cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk             01954 261235 

B Mansfield    Cemetery – Lead Cllr                           cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk           01954 261540 

R Tassell           Halls – Lead Cllr                                    cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                 07974 673836
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Parish Facilities and Events

As with all village facilities, shops and spaces, we ask that 
everyone continues to keep as safe as they can and observe 
what is asked without question. Hopefully the pandemic 
is turning a corner, but it will be up to us to help keep it 
that way. The Ploughman Hall and Public Hall, along with 
all recreational facilities, are due to reopen with some 
COVID-19 measures still in place, so it would be good if 
everyone could support at least one local club or society 
which all need our input, not only to help rejuvenate 
village life but to enhance our own wellbeing.

South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) is promoting 
its tourism website ‘Visit South Cambs’ and would like to 
hear about any events run by local independent retailers 
and others operating in the tourist sector, for example: 
galleries, gift shops and artisan bakeries. Follow the link: 
‘sign up free of charge’.

Concessionary Bus Passes

As we are moving about more and making use of the 
bus services in the village, it may be time to check bus 
passes have not expired. It is now possible to renew 
the pass online six weeks before it expires at www.
cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk. If more help is 
needed, there is a telephone number to call on the back 
of the old pass

Willingham Supplementary Flood Plan

Following the floods at the end of last year, the Parish 
Council is currently reinforcing its existing flood plan. One 
route may be to form a small flood management team, 
recruiting residents to act as neighbourhood support 
volunteers. It is hoped to divide the village into zones, so 
that when there is a risk of flooding, the management team 
would be activated and co-ordinate the neighbourhood 
support volunteers. The volunteers would then notify 
residents in a particular zone at risk of flooding and 
distribute advisory information where appropriate. It is 
hoped that more people could be reached in this way. 
However, volunteers would be needed to support the plan. 
If you would like to be involved, as a member of the 
management team or a neighbourhood support volunteer 
or would like more information, please contact the Parish 
Clerk.

Footpaths, Roads and Boundaries
Now that the boundary changes have been agreed, pushing 
further west around the Over Road area and south towards 
the guided busway, new signage is being organised to show 
where the village boundary begins. This does not impact 
on our efforts to maintain the green spaces between our 
housing line and neighbouring villages.

Some permanent signs are not easily visible since trees 
and hedges have had a summer growth spurt. Please 
could owners prune trees and cut back any hedges which 
are making our essential footpaths dangerous.  

The B1050 Shelford Road footpath needed to reach our 
Community Village Orchard has been long in the planning. 
Encouragingly, SCDC Highways have issued a notice 
that this is likely to commence on 6 September. When 
this happens there will be road closures, so everyone's 
cooperation in planning extra time into journeys that week 
will be helpful.

Green Energy and LEAP Advice
At Green Energy Switch there is a free scheme called LEAP 
which runs in partnership with Peterborough City Council, 
SCDC and Rutland County Council to bring free energy 
support to residents struggling with fuel poverty. The 
statistics showing how much money and energy has been 
saved by over 400 supported residents are impressive, not 
least the total saving of 1,463.5 tonnes of carbon! Home 
visits are due to resume in September, so you can email: 
emma.deaton@greenenergyswitch.co.uk, apply online at 
www.applyforleap.org.uk, or use the free phone service: 
0800 0607567.

Contact Details
Councillors’ details can be found on the website but below 
are details for the Chair/Vice Chair and Lead Councillors.

Council meetings are generally held on the first 
Wednesday of the month, starting at 7 30 pm. Agendas are 
published on the website and the notice board outside the 
Public Hall. Members of the public are welcome to attend 
and speak briefly or ask questions (see agendas for further 
details, including venue).

Council office details
Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham, CB24 5LP. 
Tel: 01954 261027.
Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday, 10 am - 1 pm (closed 
Bank Holidays).

Mrs Mandy Powell 
Parish Clerk

D Law Parish Council Chairman cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 202188
N Harris Planning Committee Chairman cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 07792 611226
P King Parish Council Vice Chair cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
L King Leisure and Amenities – Lead Cllr cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 260780
J Watson  Green & Boundary – Lead Cllr  cllr.watson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 200245
B Mansfield Cemetery – Lead Cllr cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261540
J Smith Halls – Lead Cllr cllr.smith@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 01954 261141
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Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0345 0455225
Our opening hours have returned to normal and are:

Tuesday: 10 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5 pm
Thursday: 4 – 7 pm   Friday: 10 am – 1 pm

Saturday: 10 am – 1 pm

The library is now open in line with Government advice. 
Please help us keep our customers, volunteers and staff safe, 
fit and healthy:
• Wear a face covering if you can.
• Please continue to be kind and respect other people’s 

space.
• Use the available hand sanitiser and Test and Trace.
• Computers can be used normally, there is no need to book 

in advance. Cleaning products will be available to wipe 
down computer stations in between uses.

• The library will be well ventilated with a limited number 
of people inside.

• The self-service machine can be used to issue and return 
items.

You can still use:
• Select and Collect where library staff will choose your 

books for you according to your preferences.
• Reservations, which can be made either online or in the 

library.  A charge is made for this service, please check 
when placing your request.

• Online Services as well as a wide range of eBooks, eAudio 
books, eComics and eMagazines which you can access 
without visiting a library.

• Your online account to see what you have on loan, renew 
items, search the catalogue and reserve items.

Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)
We are pleased to announce the return of our Second-Hand 
Book Sale:
Saturday 4 September, 10 30 am to 12 noon. 

Come along to the library and buy a book from our wide 
selection at 50p each or three books for £1. We would 
appreciate exact change if possible, please. We will be 
following all coronavirus guidelines as set out by the Library 
Service and are looking forward to seeing everyone again. 
Hopefully, the next sale will take place on Saturday 2 October.

Look out for further information about restarting some of 
our other activities soon.

Gardening Club
Gardening Club Meeting at the Social Club, Monday 6 
September at 7 30 pm
Subject to all being well, a meeting will be held for members 
and guests as above in our usual venue, the Social Club. This 
will take the form of a social evening and open discussion 
on the future activities of the Gardening Club and the 
Horticulture and Craft Show. Refreshments will be provided.

Should there be any change in social distancing restrictions, 
we will endeavour to contact our members. We look forward 
to seeing you all.

Calling All Gardeners, Crafters and Flower Arrangers!
Bearing in mind that the village Horticulture and Craft Show 
has had to be cancelled this year, how about sharing all your 
gardening triumphs and failures with us, with a view to a 
harvest flourish finale in October? We would love to hear 
from you all, especially our young budding gardeners.

You can email articles, anecdotes and photos to 
willinghamnews@gmail.com before the deadline of  
8 September and your photos will be published in colour! 
It would be great to hear from some of the children in the 
village too, with stories and pictures. We look forward to 
seeing photos of your best flowers, vegetables and craft 
projects as well as what’s happening in your garden or 
allotment and anything the children are doing, even if it’s just 
growing something on a window sill in a plastic supermarket 
container.

Over the Garden Fence

Food For Thought: What Price Symmetry?

A common problem with a matching pair of potted shrubs, for 
example bay trees, is having one thriving and one ailing. This 
common problem prompts musing about symmetry in the 
garden. Familiar from grand scale layouts, some gardeners 
want to replicate a formal look on a smaller scale. The smaller 
the garden, the more difficult it is to do. 

Obvious Fact No 1: The way plants perform is governed 
by the amount of light and water they receive and on the 
texture, composition and nutrients of soil in which they grow.

Obvious Fact No 2: These conditions are variable and never 
more so than in a small garden.

The classic example of tantalisingly unattainable symmetry 
involves lavender, which needs free-draining soil and, vitally, 
full sun, the latter a rare commodity in tight spaces. Soil 
you can work on, but with insufficient light, lavender grows 
stringy and flowers poorly. Result? Matching ‘punctuation 
mark’ plants don’t stay matching for long. The best way to 
grow matching pairs therefore, is to grow them in large pots 
of appropriate compost and turn them or swap them around 
every few weeks. This can be successfully done with box, 
lavender, neat little hebe, rosemary and bay – all the usual 
‘formal’ evergreens.

House Plants

The same principle can be applied to house plants. They can 
also use a change of location, a plant holiday, and be regularly 
fed and rotated.

Poem for September
September is like a song
at the end of the summer
waiting for the autumn
with its falling leaves.

Celebrate September for
there are still warm days
and evening sunshine
casting long shadows.

Christine Lacey
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  
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Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter

Willingham News March 2021.qxp_Willingham News  18/02/2021  16:32  Page 11

Thought for the Month
It's that time of year when we all go back to work, college and 
school. A lot of us worry especially at this time. The getting up 
early and elevated stress levels all start again.

This month we're going to look at the Hebrew word 'hebel'. 
It often translates as 'meaningless' or 'vanity'. But it literally 
means 'a breath' or 'vapour'. Holidays and leisure are 'hebel'. 
They don't last long. You can't hold on to them. They soon 
pass. King Solomon found this (see Ecclesiastes 2 v 1-3). 
Solomon realises that pleasure is vanity: hebel.

However, work is hebel too (see Ecclesiastes 2 v 18-26). We 
may not love what we do but each day will pass quickly. Think 
about the good points of returning: seeing your colleagues 
and friends, exciting new projects and challenges. But vanity 
isn't useless to God's purpose. It plays an important part as 
the apostle Paul says, ‘For I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him 
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set 
free from its bondage to corruption  and obtain the freedom 
of the glory of the children of God’. Romans 8 v 18- 21.

There will be many more work days and holidays and 
eventually, for those who trust in Jesus, you will rest forever 
with Him in Heaven.

Louisa Astle
Baptist Church
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We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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Services in Church
5  September  11 00 am Harvest Festival and 
  Morning Praise
12 September 11 00 am Holy Communion
19 September No service
26 September 11 00 am All Age Service  

Other Services

We continue to provide online services as well as those in 
Church and are planning some via Zoom at 9 30 am each 
Sunday. For further information on services and joining 
instructions, please contact Lucy Cleland.

Throughout the month an audio copy of a separate 
weekly service will be recorded. Please get in touch with 
one of the contacts below if you would like a copy to listen 
to. 

Please keep checking our website, notice boards and 
Facebook page for up-to-date news.

The Octagon

We have started to open the Octagon again for meetings 
and other gatherings as the lockdown restrictions 
are relaxed. We will be pleased to hear from anyone 
considering regular or one-off bookings. Please contact us 
at admin@5folds.org.uk for further details.

Contact Details

Clergy:
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk.
Lucy Cleland  01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk.
Jenny Hill  07970 949331 or  
  revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk.
Deputy Warden:
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com.

After 17 months of meeting online, we are back in the 
building, meeting in person and some of our weekly 
activities will be back on! At the time of writing, we have 
not yet finalised our plans for September, so keep an 
eye on our Facebook page for updates over the next few 
weeks. 

We have a monthly Café Church at Home, which is a 
much more informal style of meeting together and we 
warmly welcome families to join us for these.

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Café Church 
or Midweek Reflection, please get in touch by email to 
secretary@willinghambaptist.org or phone 01954 263108 
and we can send you details.

Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment.  
If we are closed, please call 111. 

Help Us to Help You – Busy Service 

All NHS services are under severe pressure at the 
moment, as we look after increasing numbers of patients 
who are sick with COVID‐19 and other deteriorating 
conditions in the community. We are also delivering the 
huge and vitally important COVID‐19 vaccination 
programme. Please do not contact us regarding a vaccine, 
we will contact you. 

So that we can focus on these really important issues, 
we will understandably be prioritising urgent care. This 
means that when you contact us, we may have an initial 
conversation with you to understand how urgent your 
health needs are.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent (for example 
attending for a routine blood test), you may have to wait 
longer than usual until you can be dealt with. However, do 
please make sure that you continue to get in touch with us 
if you need to. This is particularly important if:  
• your problem is genuinely urgent 
• you have a long term condition that is getting worse 
• you are worried about symptoms that might indicate 

cancer 
Please also remember – you can call NHS 111 for urgent 
concerns and 999 for serious emergencies and that our 
local pharmacist can help with minor complaints. 

For adults with mental health problems, including 
depression and anxiety, you can refer yourself directly to 
the local wellbeing service, via 0300 300 0055. If you are 
experiencing a mental health crisis, contact the First 
Response Service by calling 111 and select option 2 (in 
Wisbech call 111, select option 1 and ask to be put 
through to the First Response Service). 

The Cambridgeshire County Council has a range of 
support and information to help in times of urgent need. 
To access these please telephone 0345 045 5202 – 8 am – 
6 pm weekdays and 9 am – 1 pm on Saturdays. Outside 
office hours if someone is in danger telephone 01733 
234724. In an emergency, call 999. Also see 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/adults. 

Thank you very much for helping us all manage under 
these very difficult circumstances. 

Magpas Donations 

In the absence of the Lucky Squares raffle last Christmas, 
the practice requested donations to Magpas Air 
Ambulance. We are delighted to announce we raised 
£100.50 via our ‘Just Giving’ page. Thank you to all those 
that donated. Let’s hope Lucky Squares will return in 
Christmas 2021! 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 6 00  
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            4 30 – 7 00 
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                               2 00 – 4 00  
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Emergencies                                                4 00 – 6 00 

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY 

Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602 

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 

Out of hours cover: Ring 111  Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Carers' Meeting 

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still 
currently postponed until further notice. They will be 
reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for 
someone and need advice and financial or emotional 
support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment. If we are 
closed, please call 111.

Staffing and GPs

As part of the rapid expansion in the surgery’s capacity, we 
now have eight permanent GPs working from the practice. 
In August, we welcomed Dr Vickers and Dr Charlesworth 
to the Surgery Team. Our Reception Team has also evolved 
very quickly over the past few months, following a number 
of retirements from the practice, and we have five very 
new receptionists being guided and trained by our more 
experienced staff. They are all working incredibly hard to 
handle calls as quickly and effectively as possible, so we 
ask that you remain calm and patient as they rapidly learn 
this new and challenging role. 

This month we are delighted to welcome Mr Jigar Raval 
to our team, a very experienced Clinical Pharmacist who 
works across our Primary Care Network for GP services. 
He will be based at Willingham Surgery every Monday and 
Tuesday and will be assisting us with patient medication 
reviews and minor illness consultations. 

Flu Vaccinations

We are currently awaiting further guidance regarding 
Phase 3 of the COVID-19 vaccinations and will update our 
Facebook page and website with information as soon as it 
becomes available. We are also preparing for this year’s flu 
season and are expecting our first delivery in the middle of 
the month. Our first flu clinic for those aged over 65 will be 
on Saturday 25 September. Please contact Reception to 
book. We are not expecting our first delivery of vaccine for 
those eligible under 65 until mid-October and will publish 
clinic dates via social media and the website when they 
are confirmed. 

Blood Test and Other Pathology Results

In order to reduce congestion on the phone lines, we 
are planning to start a text messaging service to inform 
you of your test results. You will only need to contact 
the Surgery if your results are abnormal and you need 
to make an appointment with the GP. If your results 
require emergency treatment, you will be contacted by 
the Surgery immediately by a clinician. If your results are 
normal or as expected and you wish to discuss this further, 
you will need to book a further routine appointment with 
the GP to discuss in two to three weeks’ time. You will 
be asked to confirm your mobile number, and consent to 
receiving a text message from the surgery at your blood 
test appointment with the nurse. 

Please Be Kind to Our Staff

Staff at our practice are working extremely hard and doing 
their best to make sure patients are safe. Over the last 18 

months, we have been supporting the pandemic response 
and ensuring our patients are able to get their COVID-19 
vaccinations, whilst continuing to deliver primary care 
services. This has made our GP practice very busy, and our 
staff have been working incredibly hard to keep services 
open for patients. 

We’re aware patients have experienced longer waiting 
times on the phone or for their appointment, but we 
have been working hard to ensure you receive the right 
treatment from the right person at the right time.  

We have increased the number of telephone and online 
appointments available, so our patients don’t always have 
to come to the Surgery. We also employ a range of highly 
trained staff, including doctors, nurses, pharmacists, and 
healthcare assistants who are able to deal with a range 
of medical conditions, which will help patients get treated 
sooner.

Whether your appointment is over the telephone, via 
an online video consultation, or face-to-face, patients will 
always receive the same high-quality standard of care 
from our practice team.

So please, if you contact our practice, be kind. Thank you 
for your patience and support.

Carers’ Support 

If you are a carer for someone and need advice and 
financial or emotional support, please contact Sue Lawson 
at susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230. 

Lisa Smith 
Assistant Practice Manager
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45 Viking Way, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB23 8EL

IJC is a family run Cambridgeshire 
business with over 30 years’ experience.

We offer a comprehensive range of 
domestic and small commercial works 
across all forms of building, plumbing, 
heating and renewable services.

call us on: 01954 782920
or visit: www.ijcbuildingservices.co.uk

we’ve got your home 
improvements covered

PLUMBING & HEATING

BUILDING SERVICES

fit a new boiler 

upgrade your heating system  

annual service for your boiler

bathroom & kitchen installation 

new build 

home renovation

 WE’RE HIRING! Contact us for permanent  or subcontract vacancies

 
 

 

 

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
STAIRLIFTS, SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, 

RISING CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, TOILET & 
BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD 

AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

SCOTSDALES GARDEN 
CENTRE,   

HORNINGSEA, CB25 9JG  

Tel: 01223 863908  

www.orchard-mobility.co.uk 

 

Monday - Saturday 9.00-5.00  

Do you need business  nance?
Your local, independent specialist can help you to  nd the 
best deal to support your business and accelerate growth.

•  Asset  nance  •  Cash ow/Invoice  nance 
•  Property  nance  •  Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years.
Authorised and regulated by the

Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us 
today on 01223 848 844 or visit our website

www.smefunding.uk

Member of the National Association of Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s 
Of ce (ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a 

number of  nance providers based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission 
for such introductions. SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.          

Registered of ce: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON 
A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

!
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It’s been some time since our last update, but we’ve been 
through a very busy period working on significant changes 
to the reserve, working with Hanson UK to transform their 
huge aggregates quarry into a blossoming nature reserve. 
As soon as Hanson finish quarrying an area, they restore it 
to wetland, before handing over the reins to the RSPB to 
manage it for wildlife and people. This partnership project 
is the largest planned nature conservation restoration 
scheme following sand and gravel extraction in Europe. 
When complete, it will include the UK’s biggest reedbed, 
sitting between the villages of Over, Needingworth, 
Bluntisham, Earith and Willingham, providing essential 
habitat for species like the rare bittern and significant 
recreation for the local community. 

RSPB Ouse Fen New Entrance Open!

For many years we’ve been working on moving our 
main visitor entry point from its current location at 
Needingworth, to a new access point that provides a 
more inclusive and accessible route. We’re very excited 
to announce that the new entrance to Ouse Fen is now 
officially open! From the new car park and entrance, 
you can find a short ‘access-for-all’ path to a viewpoint 
and picnic area, with onward routes to new trails and 
connections to long-distance public rights of way. The 
entrance is open during daylight hours and is just off the 
B1050 between Earith and Willingham. You can find out 
more at: rspb.org.uk/ousefen and by searching wacky.
dabbling.enjoy on the what3words app!

Ouse Fen: Bigger and Better than Before 

After 20 years of this successful landscape-scale wetland 
restoration project, Hanson UK recently transferred a 
further 80 hectares of restored land to become part of the 
reserve. This brings Ouse Fen to almost 300 hectares (or 
three square kilometres) of watery wildness. 

The new entrance allows visitors to access the most 
recently restored areas, so recent that when you visit, you 
may be surprised to see that the wetland is not looking as 
wet as you thought it might! Well, work is still ongoing and 

once work is finished installing water control structures, 
these areas will be wetted. This may mean paths being 
temporarily closed, but clear signage will be in place to 
make sure you know where to go and still enjoy your walk.

Come and See for Yourselves!

Through the summer you can spot an array of wildlife, 
from dragonflies to marsh harriers, deer darting across the 
paths, and the chance of water voles and otters or even 
an elusive bittern, whose distinctive ‘boom’ can be heard 
from the reedbed in spring. 

The open, wetland landscape provides significant 
opportunities for quiet recreation, close encounters with 
wetland wildlife, exercise or family picnics. We hope to see 
you out there soon!

The Ouse Fen Reserve Team
ousefen@rspb.org.uk

Over Day Centre Charity Sportif 
Bike Rides are ON!

Sunday 3 October sees a rerun of the Charity Sportif 
bike rides, on behalf of strapped-for-cash Over Day 
Centre, a facility we are all going to need at some time 
or other!
There are three, thoroughly prepared rides to choose 
from:

• A truly picturesque 50 miler, heading south to Orwell 
and Meldreth.

• A 20 mile Have-A-Go ride, following much of the 
same route as the 50 miler.

• An 8.5 mile ride along the Guided Busway for families 
with FREE CAKE AND JUICE! at the turn-around 
point, plus golden medals for the children back at 
base, Over Community Centre, with its bar, café and 
talented Duo RPM to play for you!

For times and registration details, plus all the other 
information you may need, just go to: https://odc-bike-
rides-2021.eventbrite.co.uk.

So, whether you are a Laura or a Jason, awaken your 
inner Kenny and get on yer bike! It’s hard to imagine a 
better cause.

Cambridgeshire ACRE
This organisation has been supporting and strengthening 
rural communities across the County for nearly 100 
years. We work alongside local people and groups to 
help improve the places, services and assets that are 
important to them.

We now have a new look to better reflect who we 
are and all we have to offer you and your community. 
Our new logo includes the words ‘Community Action’ 
because this is at the heart of all we do. Our website 
at www.cambsacre.org.uk sets out the wide range of 
services we offer and features examples of how our work 
has made a real difference to people and communities.

Do get in touch if you have any questions on 01353 
860850 or enquiries@cambsacre.org.uk.

News from Ouse Fen Nature Reserve
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A Brief History of Willingham 1700 to 1900

Part 29  – A New Rector with a Zeal for Restoration

Reign of Queen Victoria, 1834 – 1901

Inherited Problems for a New Rector

Willingham had waited over 200 years for a Rector who 
would live in the village working as an Anglican parish 
priest, rather than as an absentee academic in Cambridge. 
The arrival of John Watkins as Rector in 1890 was not a 
moment too soon. Although the parish had been served 
by curates during this period, the church building itself 
was now suffering from the absence of a residential Rector 
and serious structural problems had developed. By 1890 
the building was over 650 years old. The high walls of the 
nave were leaning outwards from the enormous weight 
of the second-hand oak roof brought from Cambridge in 
1613, buttresses were beginning to collapse, the east wall 
and window behind the altar had developed structural 
cracks, external stonework was crumbling throughout 
and the roof leaked extensively. Even more serious was 
the gradual erosion of the congregation to the benefit of 
the Baptists and Methodists. The Bishop of Ely described 
Willingham at the time as ‘the black spot in the diocese’.

Watkins had a good track record of experience as a parish 
priest elsewhere, having already been Rector of Thriplow 
and Gamlingay. He was now in his fifties and must have still 
had unlimited enthusiasm and faith to even consider taking 
on the challenge at Willingham. He also had a deep interest 
in church buildings and their history. He was single and, 
perhaps of even more significance, he had considerable 
private means, even after subsidising restoration work in 
his previous parishes. John Watkins threw himself and a 
great deal of money into restoring Willingham Church to 
its former glory. He carried out a great deal of research 
first with the Librarian of Ely Cathedral and then engaged 
an architect with much experience in church restoration 
work, Herbert Carpenter. 

Discovery of the Medieval Wall Paintings

Work commenced on the exterior in 1891 under the works 
foreman, George Horsley. Watkins had become aware of 
the possibility of hidden medieval wall paintings when 
he had noticed traces of colour ‘bleeding’ through the 
yellowing plaster of the nave walls. He would have been 
aware of the Puritan edict 300 years earlier to limewash 
over ‘popish images’ but he could have had little idea 
that he was to find layers of paintings, each preserved 
by a separating layer of limewash, to reflect the tastes 
and fashions of successive Rectors back to 1244. He and 
George Horsley spent six long and uncomfortable months 
on ladders in 1893, delicately removing layers of limewash 
to reveal a total of 34 large medieval paintings from five 
layers, painted over 300 years. 

Restoration and Building Work

The Watkins restoration programme covered every inch 
of the building. The nave floor was lowered, the gallery 

at the west end was removed (rather ironic as both the 
two new Baptist Chapels had each just installed one), 
buttresses and the whole east wall and window were 
rebuilt and the entire roof re-covered. Saxon and Norman 
fragments were incorporated into the rebuilt south porch. 
The building reopened for worship in 1895. Watkins 
recorded the work in detail in papers presented to the 
Cambridge Antiquarian Society, and on plate photographs 
(now with the Cambridge Collection). He then went about 
building an enormous new Rectory on the opposite side of 
Church Street, together with a new Church Hall before his 
death in 1906. Estimates vary, but in all John Watkins must 
have spent around £5,000 of his own money on Church 
property.

The whole of the John Watkins restoration programme 
was marked by a series of four stone corbels along the top 
of the south chancel wall, as pictured:

Above left to right: Archbishop of 
Canterbury; Bishop of Ely; King Edward 
VII; 
(Left) Reverend John Watkins

Photographs by Derek Law

Fire Rescue 

The new Rector also seems to have made his mark 
elsewhere in the village. On 17 April 1891 there was a 
serious fire of multiple thatched cottages at the Over 
crossroads. The Reverend John Watkins is recorded as 
having ‘led workmen with marvellous tact through burning 
thatch to successfully prevent the fire spreading to further 
properties, while also trying to rescue trapped horses and 
pigs’. At the other end of the fire the new Minister at the 
Tabernacle, Reverend Mr Carvath, is given full credit for 
helping inhabitants of the blazing cottages to remove their 
furniture through the flames.

Alan Fawcitt

Next time: A Vibrant Willingham Ready for the 20th 
Century
                                                       
Our cover photo is the wall painting of The Visitation. 
Uncovered by Watkins, this most unusual painting from 
the mid-15th century, depicts the meeting of Jesus’ 
mother, Mary, (on the left) and John the Baptist’s mother, 
Elizabeth, while both women were pregnant.  
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A Willingham Schoolmaster
Newcomers to the village may have looked at the village 
sign and wondered about the man portrayed on it. His 
name was George Pegler and this tribute to him appeared 
in the Cambridge Independent Press on his death, a few 
weeks after the beginning of World War I.

‘By the death on Sunday of Mr George Pegler, Willingham 
has lost an esteemed resident. A native of Gloucestershire, 
he was born in the Cotswold Hills, he went at the age of 
21 to take charge of the British School at Earith, Hunts in 
1846. In 1856 he moved to Willingham on the opening 
of the new British School. In 1872, owing to a dispute 
with an inspector of elementary schools, he resigned his 
post, but later was invited to return to his old school at 
Willingham. The invitation was accepted, and Mr Pegler 
found himself at work under a school board of which four 
of the members, as well as the clerk, were old pupils.

On his final retirement from the teaching profession Mr 
Pegler built himself a house in which he lived to the end 
among the people of the village of his adoption. He took a 
great interest in the building of the Public Hall, given to the 
village by Mr Fred Crisp, an old pupil, and was treasurer of 
the committee of management for several years. He was 
also a director of the [Willingham] Building Society.

Anne Kirkman

Message from Lucy Frazer, MP
People across our local area have gone above and beyond 
to help others during the pandemic and to recognise their 
fantastic efforts, I have launched a COVID Community 
Champions award. From collecting medication and 
groceries to looking out for elderly neighbours, or 
volunteering or supporting the NHS, there are many 
stories of support that have taken place across our local 
communities. I am keen to highlight the significant efforts 
of those who have made a contribution during this tough 
time for our area and country. If you would like to nominate 
a local individual to thank them for the work they have 
done across Cambridgeshire then please email me at lucy.
frazer.mp@parliament.uk including:

1 Your name, address and email address.

2 The name and email address of the person you are 
nominating.

3 One or two sentences on why you are nominating 
them.

I will be announcing the winners in the autumn and holding 
a special event in Parliament to recognise their hard work. 
I look forward to sharing their stories with you.

COVID-19 
We are now into Step Four of the Government’s Road Map 
and many COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted, but we 
all need to continue to be careful to protect ourselves and 
others. We also need to protect the NHS, which is now under 
considerable pressure. All adults are now eligible to be 
vaccinated.

Capacity at the Surgery
We continue to receive reports of concerns about this. There 
have been some delays in registering new patients, but we 
are reassured that this is a temporary issue due to a lack of 
administrative, rather than medical capacity. It is not linked 
to an increase in patients from Northstowe for which there 
are plans in place.

SCDC’s Reopening Team Passes Milestone
A Council team set up to help South Cambridgeshire’s 
businesses reopen safely has passed the milestone of 1,000 
interactions with local traders in a year. SCDC’s ‘Reopening 
High Streets Safely Team’, funded by the EU, was established 
in July 2020 to support local small to medium sized businesses 
recover and reopen. The team visited about 700 businesses 
to provide them with advice on cleaning, risk assessments 
and rapidly changing guidelines.

Supportive visits have continued after legal restrictions 
eased in July, and they have gathered information on what 
COVID-secure measures businesses are keeping in place to 
help reassure shoppers.  Of 130 businesses visited, only 4% 
will not keep any measures in place with around half keeping 
all in place. For more information see: www.tinyurl.com/
rh8akhs8.

Community Gyms Share £50,000 in COVID-19 Recovery 
Funding

Seven community-run leisure centres across South 
Cambridgeshire are sharing £50,000 in Government funding, 
allocated by the District Council, to help them get residents 
back into the gym.

The independent leisure centres, all valued community 
assets and not part of larger regional or national chains, have 
remained mostly closed for the past year. It is anticipated they 
will use the funding to encourage previous users to return 
and attract new members by updating equipment, improving 
the décor of buildings, training staff, and promoting the hire 
of equipment. The one-off grants are part of the District 
Council’s COVID recovery plans.

Residents’ Views Sought on Biodiversity Guidance

New planning guidance about how to increase biodiversity in 
new developments has been published for public consultation 
by the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service. The aim 
is to ensure that development increases biodiversity on the 
site by at least 10%, in line with the proposals anticipated in 
the upcoming Environment Bill. Communities across Greater 
Cambridge are asked to comment on the new guidance 
during an eight-week consultation period ending on Friday 
17 September. Further information can be found at www.
tinyurl.com/sas7bjew.

Bill Handley and Dawn Percival 
cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk, 01954 200287. 
cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk, 07948 683599.

Update from your South Cambridgeshire District (SCDC) Councillors
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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Cambridgeshire County  
Councillor’s Report

I hope you have had a pleasant summer; here is my update 
of County Council matters.

Planning

The planning application for the construction of irrigation 
reservoirs (involving the removal of sand and gravel) at 
Willow Hall Farm, Haddenham was approved and there 
was a risk that this would significantly increase HCV traffic 
on the B1050 through Willingham. I therefore made 
representations to the Committee in support of an HGV 
Routing Condition which would force the site traffic to go 
via the A1123 instead. The scheme includes monitoring 
and tracking of vehicles to make enforcement more 
effective. I sought confirmation that any deliveries of sand 
or gravel to Northstowe will be from the A14, and that a 
sign will be situated at the Earith Bridge roundabout to 
confirm that there is no HCV access through Willingham 
for that development.

Highways

To improve communication on Highways works, I have 
arranged quarterly meetings for Parish Clerks from 
Cottenham, Rampton and Willingham with Highways 
officers.  These will hopefully lead to action on some 
outstanding works that we know have been very frustrating 
to residents.

The Combined Authority gave the go-ahead for 
consideration of improvements to the A10, including 
numerous dualling options as well as junction upgrades (as 
requested by the Department for Transport). I emphasised 
the need for the Committee to consider the implications 
for adjacent villages. 

Holiday Support for Free School Meals

We are pleased to have supported children eligible for 
free school meals during the summer holidays. This 
was made possible when the County Council allocated 
additional funding to supplement a substantially reduced 
Government Grant. Over the six-week summer holiday, 
two supermarket vouchers were allocated to parents/
carers whose children met the criteria. 

If you have any queries in relation to free school meal 
entitlement, please contact our Education Welfare 
Benefits Team on ewb.fsm@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or 
01223 703200. 

As always, please feel free to contact me with your 
thoughts, views and issues. 

Neil Gough, County Councillor 
07919 990299 or neilgoughcrw@gmail.com. 

Swavesey Camera Club
Are you interested in getting more from your photography, 
whatever your level? Then come over to Swavesey Camera 
Club. Whether your camera is a mobile phone, basic 
compact camera or the latest digital SLR, our programme 
is designed to help you get the best out of it. We are 
always keen to encourage new members to join and 
pride ourselves on being a very friendly, welcoming club 
with activities to suit all abilities. We very successfully 
completed this season via Zoom due to the pandemic and 
this has enabled us to have guest speakers and competition 
judges from around the UK and other countries, such as 
Ireland and Georgia.

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 9 September at 
7 30 pm. We are hoping to provide a mixture of physical 
meetings when it is safe to do so, Zoom meetings and 
‘hybrid’ meetings (both physical and available via Zoom). 
Please check our website for updates and to see last 
season’s programme, which will give an insight into our 
club activities. We will be having expert guest speakers, 
internal competition evenings and members evenings, all 
of which are designed to inspire you. 

If you would like to see for yourself, the first evening is 
FREE to non-members and £4 per visit both online and 
in person on subsequent evenings. Full membership for 
the season is £50 for adults, £40 for concessions and £15 
for youth members. Physical meetings will take place at 
Swavesey Village College when it is safe to do so. The club 
website at www.swaveseycameraclub.co.uk has more 
information, as well as details of how to join. Hope to see 
you there!

Maggie O’Moore 
Committee Member

General Knowledge Crossword Answers
Across: 1 Cow parsley, 7 Guernsey, 8 Reed, 9 Kohl, 10 Biltong, 
12 High treason, 14 Abalone, 16 Ming, 19 Frau, 20 Overture,  
21 Shrewsbury. 
Down: 1 Caulk, 2 Warthog, 3 Apse, 4 Sky diver, 5 Egret,  
6 Lennon, 11 Stanhope, 12 Hobart, 13 Shih-tzu, 15 Lough,  
17 Gorky, 18 Zeus. 

Book Quiz Answers:
1 Charles Dickens, 2 Alexandre Dumas, 3 E Nesbit,  
4 John Buchan, 5 Ray Bradbury, 6 George Orwell,  
7 Joseph Heller, 8 Agatha Christie, 9 Joanne Harris,  
10 Jerome K Jerome.

Children’s Harvest Word Search Answer

pandemic and this has enabled us to have guest speakers and competition judges from around the 
UK and other countries, such as Ireland and Georgia. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 9 September at 7 30 pm. We are hoping to provide a mixture 
of physical meetings when it is safe to do so, Zoom meetings and ‘hybrid’ meetings (both physical 
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Sean – please insert Little Owl photo with caption: 
Little Owl by Maggie O’Moore 
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C Q Z B O D P O Y I S H L
E W H E A T A E K H S A S
R F Z E X C L F S R H R X
E X E T E R C A D P T V S
A N R S A W X R N U R E T
L Y G B T P Y M Z M A S R
M C K P Y I U E H P C T A
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E M B P U T N A B I O X X
A B M A P E A R L N R Y O
V I Y N R L L T Z H O L D
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Your local, family run business specialising in 
transforming project dreams into reality! 

Extensions – Refurbishments – Conversions – 
Kitchens – Flooring – Electrical work – Bespoke 

furniture - AND SO MUCH MORE! 

 07989 341724         01954 202267 
www.ajcarpentry.co.uk 

 

 

Willingham Post Office 
15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES 

 01954 260331 
                                                MMoonn  ––  FFrrii      0088::3300  ––1188::0000          SSaatt      0088::3300  ––1133::0000  

• All mail services, including special delivery 
• Travel Currency – US Dollar and Euro plus others in branch. Fast Travel Currency 

order service available! 
• Travel Money Cards, Travel Insurance and MoneyGram 
• Digital Passport Photographs, Passport Check and Send Service 
• International Driving Permits and Vehicle Tax 
• Financial Products – Insurance, ISA, Growth Bonds 
• Phone Top-Ups, Bill payments and Gift Cards for most occasions 
• CRB/CQC DBS validation/certification service 
• Document Certification Service 
• Free Cash withdrawals for most major Banks as well as Cash & Cheque Deposits 
• Photocopying and Laminating Service  
• Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and Pack & Post Items 
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Yes, ‘What’s On’ is Back!
To be included on this page next month let us know when, where and at what time your clubs and 

groups are meeting. Email willinghamnews@gmail.com by 8 September.

Facts About September

• September is the month with the most letters out of all 12 months of the year.
• September is the only month with the same number of letters in its name as the number of the 

month – nine!
• In any year, no other month ends on the same day as September.
• September used to only have 29 days. Thanks to Julius Caesar’s reform of the Roman calendar in 

46 BC, this month now has an additional day.
• The Romans believed September was looked after by the God of Fire, so they always expected 

fires and volcano eruptions to occur during this month.
• William Shakespeare never mentioned September in any of his plays.
• Munich’s Oktoberfest begins in September and finishes on the first Sunday in October.
• The word September doesn’t differ too much in most other languages. For example: in French it’s 

Septembre, Italian is Settembre, Spanish is Septiembre and in Portuguese it’s Setembro. But in 
Welsh it’s Medi and in Irish it’s Meán Fómhair.

DATE EVENT ORGANISATION VENUE EXTRA INFO

Wed 1 Sept Parish Council Meeting Parish Council Octagon 7 30 pm, see p9

Fri 3 Sept Live Music from Or Wot Social Club Social Club See p7

Sat 4 Sept Second-Hand Book Sale Friends of Willingham  Library 10 30 am – 12 noon,  
  Library (FOWL)  see p10

Sun 5 Sept Louisiana Jazz Band  Jazz Club Social Club facebook.com/ 
    willinghamsocialclub

Mon 6 Sept Social Evening Gardening Club Social Club 7 30 pm, see p10

Wed 8 Sept Willingham News Deadline Willingham News  See p3, articles to be 
    sent to: willinghamnews 
    @gmail.com

Thu 9 Sept League Poker Social Club Social Club 7 45 pm, see p7

Thu 9 Sept Swavesey Camera Club Swavesey Camera Club Zoom or Swavesey  
   Village College 7 30 pm, see p18

Sat 11 Sept Jax & Co Social Club Social Club See p7

Mon 13 Sept Social Evening with Quiz & Jigsaw Swap Women’s Institute Social Club 7 30 pm, see p6

Wed 15 Sept Opening of the Youth Trust: Connections  
 Bus Project Willingham Youth Trust Youth Centre 7 – 8 30 pm, see p5

Mon 20 Sept Theme: A Blast of Colour Photography Club Baptist Church See p7

Thu 23 Sept League Poker Social Club Social Club 7 45 pm, see p7

Sat 25 Sept First Flu Clinic for over 65s Surgery Surgery See p12

Fri 1 Oct Custard Comedy Night Social Club Social Club See p7

Sun 3 Oct Charity Sportif Bike Rides For Over Day Centre  See p14
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   Edgar Farrell 
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Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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If you have any changes to the Village 
Directory please send them to us at: 

willinghamnews@gmail.com



Please notify Willingham News of any changes
Council and Parish Council (See full details on page 9)  01954 261027
Community County Councillor Neil Gough 07919 990299 / neilgoughcrw@gmail.com
 District Councillor Dawn Percival    07948 683599 / cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk
 District Councillor Bill Handley     01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk
 Willingham Community Planning Group Chris Thornhill  07529 222579 / Communityplanning@willinghamlife.org
Services Police  101
 Surgery   01954 260230 
 Dispensary for repeat prescription requests  01954 207602
 Library  0345 045 5225
 Pharmacy  01954 261787
 Over Surgery  01954 231550
 Urgent Care Cambridgeshire  111
 Community Warden  Joanne Twinn wardens@ageukcap.org.uk  07812 496002
Schools Primary School Mr Dave Morel 01954 283030
 Willingham Out Of School Club (3–6 pm only) Mrs M Lenk 01954 283033
 School Governors Chairperson Katy Stevenson  chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk
 School Association c/o school 01954 283030
 British School Trust Ray Croucher 01954 261113
Children Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Matt Haigh adventure@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
 Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only) Mrs Kate Van Dort 01954 201567
 Koala Kidz Mrs Edith Jeffrey 01954 260046
 Guides and Rangers Lynn McGoff  willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk 
 First Steps Vicky Page vickypage85@gmail.com
 TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group) Katy Gilbert 01954 261922
 Little Notes Music Group (0-4 years) Lisa Adcock 07949 062360
 KFC Kid’s Friday Club Years 1-6 (Baptist Church) Lorriane Bald 01954 261189 
Halls Ploughman Hall Bookings through Parish Council 01954 261027
 Wilford Furlong Centre  01954 261445
 The Octagon   admin@5folds.org.uk
 Baptist Bookings and Rentals Emma Launchbury  01954 263108
 Willingham Social Club Bookings Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Centre bookings  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
Local Allotments  Sue Ayling 01954 260718
Representatives Billavincea Lodge 8719 Mr M Scrivener 01480 413533
 Fen Edge Community Association Eileen Wilson chair@fenedge.co.uk
 Over & District Royal British Legion Jane Matthews 07983 630265 / overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com
 OWLS Community Car Scheme Lorraine Hunt 07505 254363
 Willingham Action Group (WAG) Mike Tidball 01954 260647
 Willingham Combined Charities Kassia Bunnett  07969 541095 / k.bunnett@googlemail.com
 Willingham RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser Graham Atherton 01954 260331
 Willingham Bee Group Chairman Steve Smith 07795 215071
Clubs Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)   willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
 Gardening Club Mrs C Bailey  01954 260794
 WBC Youth Club (Baptist Church Years 7-9) Bev Thomas 01954 789230
 Willingham Dance Club Teresa Weston willinghamdanceclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Social Club Lynne Sadler  01954 260557 / willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
 Willingham Jam Club Julian Eales  01954 201818
 Willingham Photography Club Steve Harding 07595 668161
 Willingham Running Club Monica Garcia gcompass.monica@gmail.com
 Willingham Youth Club Jack Stinton  enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
 Women’s Institute Wendy Law 01954 202188
Sport Angling Colin Dodd  07773 719330
 Badminton Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Bowls Club Ian Bissett (Sec) ianbissett@gmail.com  
   Willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com
 Cricket Club Mr R Ambrose 01954 610113
 Cycling Club – www.willinghamwheels.com  Paul Knighton  07787 530394
 Tennis Club John Graham 01954 231968
 Willingham Diamonds Netball Club Emma Byrom 01954 202481
 Willingham Sports Pavilion through Parish Council  01954 261027
 Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football) Jamie Smith (Sec)  01954 261141
Churches Mothers’ Union Mrs Sue Hayden 01954 260363
 Baptist Church Emma Launchbury  01954 260538
 Methodists (Ministerial Contact) Rev Simon Oliver  07554 202929
 Roman Catholic Priest Rev Thomas J Walton 01480 462192
 Parish Church Simon Gill  01954 230434 / admin@5folds.org.uk

VILLAGE DIRECTORY
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Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

At Uttridge Accounting we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

• Accounts Preparation
• Self Assessment
• Taxation Advice
• Business Start-ups
• Business Planning
• Payroll Services
• Online Accounting

For professional accounting 
expertise, attentive personal 
service and great value for 
money, contact us today. 

01954 263000
info@uttridge-accounting.co.uk
www.uttridge-accounting.co.uk

Call for a brochure  or to speak to one 
of our specialists 01954 261431

or visit our website  
vintagetravel.co.uk

HANDPICKEDHANDPICKED

VILLAS WITH POOLSVILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas & 
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas 

of traditional local culture.

GREECE • SPAIN • LANZAROTE • BALEARICS • PORTUGAL  
TURKEY • FRANCE • ITALY • CROATIA • CYPRUS V5643

2787

Your Local Travel Company
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