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16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

 BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION
BEAUTY  •  SPA TREATMENTS  •  RELAXATION

Specialists in Shellac Nails, Bio Sculpture Nails, Manicures &
Pedicures, Spray Tanning, Hair Removal, Eyelash Extensions, Facials,

HD Brows, Waxing, Tinting, Make-up and Massage.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5JX
Tel: 01954 261176  Email: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR  

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE, 
EXHAUSTS, TYRES 

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR 
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS 

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  
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Advertising 
We would like to thank all our advertisers for their continued 
support during these difficult times. It’s due to them that 
Willingham News is able to serve the village. Please continue to 
support our local businesses now and in the future when 
restrictions are lifted.  

Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into 12 issues 
beginning in January. Send any advertising queries or copy to: 
advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk, marking your e‐mails Adverts. 
The Willingham News team wishes to thank all the advertisers for 
their support and interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this 
publication and also in our community as local businesses supplying 
goods and services. If you contact an advertiser, please mention 
that you saw their advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you 
all very much.
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Willingham News is a subsidiary of Willingham News Ltd 
and is edited by volunteers. We do our best to ensure the 
accuracy of the content of the submissions, but this 
cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right to edit or 
omit articles at our discretion. The views expressed in 
readers’ letters are not necessarily those of the editorial 
team. Send your contributions to willinghamnews@ 
gmail.com as an email attachment of up to 250 words (no 
pdfs) to arrive before the monthly deadline. The Editorial 
Team comprises Liz Cosford, Jane Dowle, Wendy Law, 
Frances Watts, James Watts and Trevor Weston. 

The deadline for your contributions is the 8th of each 
month. As the library still has restricted opening, hard 
copy can be dropped off at 15 Balland Field. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Back issues of Willingham News from October 2005 to the present 
(with the exception of March 2006) are now available on the 
Willingham Life website run by WAG: 
www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham‐magazine back‐issues

To contact local police, phone 101 or email: 

SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Bin Collections – Fridays 

Friday 5 March Blue and Green    

Friday 12 March Black                          

Friday 19 March Blue and Green  

Friday 26 March Black 
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Mark Bird 
Electrical contractor 
NICEIC Domestic Installer 
Part P Approved 
Tel: 01480 493008 
Mobile: 07961 505189 
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
J. L. Wight 

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued 
Advice given/problems solved 

01954 253315 
www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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Bowls Club
It never rains but it pours, as the saying goes and did it 
pour!

Late December the heavens opened in Willingham and 
the water flowed; a few days later the Recreation Ground 
was flooded and the Bowls Green was totally under water. 
It remained that way for nearly seven weeks; the Bowls 
Green is now visible even though the side ditches are still 
full of water. A warm dry spring is desperately needed.

Regardless of these problems we are still positive and 
with the fantastic NHS giving vaccinations at a remarkable 
rate we hope that the Government will allow us to meet 
and play bowls even if we have to keep more space 
between us than before but we will be out there, in the 
fresh air, sun and company, all well needed.

To show some gratitude to all those who have been 
so valuable to us all, the Bowls Club is offering free 
membership to all NHS Staff and Key Workers. If you are 
one of those and interested, please contact our Secretary 
or Terry Buckley for more details.

We would also hope to get our Community Scheme up 
and running. We really hoped to have this running last 
year but circumstances … well you know what I mean.

Let’s hope the vaccines return us back to some form 
of normality and we can work with Willingham and Over 
Surgeries and other members of the community to get our 
scheme going.

We would like to thank the Parish Council for their help 
with the flooding problems; they are having meetings with 
the relevant authorities to see if anything can be done for 
the future.

ianbissett@gmail.com
willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com
terry.buckley@virginmedia.com

Water on Willingham Green  
in the 19th Century 

The following letter appeared in a local newspaper in 
the late 19th century and shows that some problems 
never go away. Also that, like many other newspaper 
correspondents even today, the author, a local auctioneer, 
did not stick to the point.

‘Mr Editor
Will you allow me another small space in your 
valuable columns respecting the water on the 
green? I see by the correspondent of our village 
(to the Independent Press) that the excuse for not 
letting off the water is quite preposterous. I again 
state that the surveyors lost no time in sending 
two men to let the water off as soon as they could 
possibly spare them, and they wished to finish a 
sewer they had begun as they thought it very unsafe 
to leave it open all night. As to the correspondent 
saying, if I wipe my eyes and go round the village 
I should find a band of reformers, if I was to wipe 
them till they were quite sore I should still find the 
band very small. The rejoicing of the reformers that 
was spoken of by your correspondent happened to 
be the correspondent himself, who threw a shilling 
down to fetch some ale at a shoemaker’s shop.

Yours faithfully, Alfred Underwood’

Anne Kirkman

Annual Photographic Exhibition 
2021

Our Annual Photographic Exhibition has been an 
established event for many years. It is an important 
opportunity for club members to demonstrate 
our photographic vision and skills to the public. 
Unfortunately we could not hold the 2020 exhibition 
last April because of the Covid lockdown. Given the 
continuing uncertainty over public gatherings as we 
move towards spring, we have decided that we will 
be holding our 2021 Exhibition online. Participation 
by all club members is encouraged and we will have a 
diverse and fascinating display of digital photographs, 
AV presentations and images that have scored highly 
in competition in club and external competitions. The 
exhibition will commence on Saturday 10 April and will 
run for two weeks. To find out more just check out the 
club’s website: www.swaveseycameraclub.co.uk. 

Dr Stevens has now started her maternity leave and will be due back in the 
surgery later this year. Dr Bhandari and Dr Rej will regularly attend the 
surgery to cover Dr Stevens. We will provide an update when the baby 
arrives! 
 
Travel Vaccinations 
Due to the travel restrictions, the surgery have a number of specialist 
vaccinations in stock which need to be used. If you believe you will need 
Hepatitis A or Typhoid boosters this year, please contact the surgery to 
make an appointment with a nurse.  
 
Hearing Aid Maintenance and Batteries 
Cambridge Hearing Help (CAMTAD) are still unable to return to the surgery 
for hearing aid maintenance, however they continue to provide batteries in 
the post and maintenance/re-tubing service appointments at other 
locations as part of a limited service.  
If your hearing aid needs cleaning and maintenance, they have launched a 
‘drop-off and pick-up 20 minutes later’ service at local Hearing Aid 
Maintenance Centres. 
For further information please see 
www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk, or call 01223 416141.  
 
Carers’ Meeting 
Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still currently postponed 
until further notice. They will be reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In 
the meantime, we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for someone and need 
advice and financial or emotional support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  
 
Lisa Smith  
Assistant Practice Manager 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annual Photographic Exhibition 2021 

Our Annual Photographic Exhibition has been an established event for many 
years. It is an important opportunity for club members to demonstrate our 
photographic vision and skills to the public. Unfortunately we could not hold 

Anyone for Underwater Bowls?
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You now have an opportunity to help make a difference 
in the future of your village and we're asking for your 
input!

Would you like to help plan the future course of the 
village and help put the concerns of the village in front 
of the decision makers? Do you want to help make 
Willingham’s voice heard? If you would, now you have an 
opportunity to do so.

In 2008 a Parish Plan for Willingham was produced; this 
was a 200-page document that brought together the views, 
needs and opinions of the Willingham community to guide 
future development of the village. The views of the village 
were captured through a Village Meeting, a questionnaire 
delivered to every household, and traffic surveys. There 
was a committee of 12 people and 73 helpers who carried 
out the task.

Since then, 13 years have passed and many things 
have changed: Northstowe now exists; the A14 has been 
developed; we are in the middle of a pandemic and ways 
of working have changed; the village is bigger, with lots of 
development; the effects of climate change are becoming 
a real concern.  

A small independent committee of parishioner 
volunteers has formed to create a new plan.   

The committee considers that we should repeat and 
update the process from the 2008 plan, as the population 
and concerns of the village will have changed. We will 
hold two village meetings to allow people to voice their 
concerns. Unfortunately, they will not be until June, due 
to the current restrictions. In the meantime we will be 
advertising, mainly through Willingham Village facebook 
and door-to-door flyers.

The revised questionnaire will then be distributed to all 
the village after we have incorporated the outcome of the 
meetings and other feedback received. 

We have a considerable amount of work to do, so we 
need more volunteers to increase the size of the team, 
to help with distribution of flyers and questionnaires and 
with analysis of results, but most of all we will need you to 
tell us your concerns, so we can plan the future.

If you have an interest in joining the team, please contact 
either: 

Chris Chesher chrispchesher@aol.com
Paul Knighton p.knighton@runbox.com

Chris Chesher 
Chairman Willingham Community Planning Group 
(WCPG)

With our diaries ready for adventures once it is safe to do 
so, we wanted to share this date with you.

Over Day Centre has suffered greatly during the 
pandemic, being unable to open to provide professional 
care, friendship and recreation for older people in Over 
and the surrounding villages. They are also feeling the 
financial strain being unable to fundraise to provide this 
service.

Willingham Wheels and Swavesey and Over Cycling 
Group have decided to dust off their bikes, invite you to do 
the same and join them for the 2021 Bike Rides on Sunday 
3 October.

The 2019 event was a great success with riders 
appreciative of the excellent, clearly waymarked 50-mile 
route around the Cambridgeshire countryside. Families 
were catered for by an 8.5-mile route along the 
guided busway with free cake and drinks at the 
turnaround point.

The Bike Rides – to celebrate the 10-year 
anniversaries of both Willingham Wheels as a cycling 
club and the Over Day Centre 5-Pub Challenge and 
Meridian Meander – raised over £3,000 for the Day 
Centre. Fundraising was greatly boosted by live music 
kindly supplied by Mystery Train and Cat Pawsey 
(both with strong links to Willingham Wheels), a 
BBQ and bar on Over Village Green and glorious June 
weather.

This year, post-ride activities will be held at Over 
Community Centre with its attractive bar (and cold beer!) 
separate café area and superb outdoor seating (weather 
permitting).

This year, we hope to create a third route for those who 
find 8.5 miles too short and 50 too long. 

More information including start times and booking 
information will be available just as soon as we finalise all 
the details.

If you are unable to take part but would like to support 
the Day Centre there will be a fundraising page where 
you will be able to make a donation to this fantastic local 
charity.

Nigel Leaney, Willingham Wheels

The Over Day Centre Bike Rides . . . 
. . . (hope to) return on 3 October

Willingham Community Plan

2019 Event
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Old Willingham

Last month you may have read Alan Fawcitt’s 
piece about the terrible fires that sometimes 
destroyed many buildings in a village. It was a 
constant fear for the residents. This photo looks 
pretty dull, but it shows a sort of emergency 
system against fire. This wall still stands on the 
High Street opposite the entrance to Bourneys 
Manor Close. The two poles are ready on hooks 
for anyone to grab in an emergency. As you can 
see from the insert, there are large hooks on the 
end and the idea was that if you saw a thatched 
roof on fire, or even smouldering, you could 
grab the poles and pull the thatch off before it 
spread. Presumably there were other locations 
around the village with such poles but this photo 
captures a little bit of history, that is long gone.

 See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com.
If you have stories or memories about this picture, 

please contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@
oldwillingham.com.

As I write this on an unseasonably warm day in early 
spring, the bitter cold (and very muddy days) of January 
and February seem a distant memory. The days are getting 
longer, buds are appearing on the trees and the alpacas 
are enjoying a good pronk around their paddocks. No, 
I haven’t just made that word up! Pronking, in alpaca 
language, means to leap in the air with joy, and when 
spring arrives, I rather feel like pronking too!

The alpacas will very soon have their annual haircuts 
(the lucky things!) so by the time we re-open in April, 
they’ll be sporting a much less fluffy look, just in time for 
the warmer weather. 

Shearing day is an exciting time, almost like a harvest. 
Each alpaca can grow up to six inches of fleece across their 
body, so it’s essential for their welfare that it’s removed 
once a year at springtime. This beautiful natural fibre is 
then prepared for processing into luxurious yarn at the 
East Anglia Alpaca Mill in Norwich.

With coronavirus restrictions set to ease over the 
coming months, we’re now looking forward to inviting 
visitors back for more alpaca experiences on our farm 
from 19 April. Despite the pandemic delaying our planned 
April opening in 2020, we still managed to welcome many 
visitors over the summer and autumn months, providing a 
much-needed escape from reality for many.

Not only are we excited about re-starting our trekking 
experiences, but we’re also anticipating the pitter patter 
of tiny alpaca feet from May. Baby alpacas are called cria, 
and since an alpaca pregnancy takes around 11 and a half 
months, it’s an exciting time when they finally make an 
appearance!

If you would like to know more about our alpacas, 
please visit queenholmealpacas.co.uk and also find us on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Katy Gilbert 
Queenholme Alpacas

Queenholme Alpaca Update

Alpaca Herd

Iowa and Pandora
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Cryptic Crossword by Naxos
The theme of this crossword is something we’ve all been unable 
to enjoy, at least live, for the past year. Twelve answers are on 
this theme. You will find one number in each of the twelve 
related clues, as a reminder of what we’ve been missing. The 
other clues and answers are normal, but cryptic.
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Cryptic Crossword by Naxos 

 
The theme of this crossword is something we’ve all been unable to enjoy, 
at least live, for the past year. Twelve answers are on this theme. You will 
find one number in each of the twelve related clues, as a reminder of what 
we’ve been missing. The other clues and answers are normal, but cryptic. 

	

16 2 7 14 24 6 13 12 23 17 7 13

5 17 8 24 6 22 1

21 23 17 20
C

15 24 20 1 17 4 24 1 6 24

24 24 11 15 20 20 2

24 18 24 20 1 13 3 2 15 5 1 17 20 9

24 24 15 24 17 9

15 6 23 15 23 22 17 7 24 2 15 6 24

23 23 2

13 24 7 7 13 12 2 6 14 7 17 20 9

1 7 11 24 24 2

9 23 18 24 6 20 24 22 7 11 13 1 6 24

6 15 17 17 17 2 6

24 2 6 1 5
Q

26 11 2 14 24 25 7 23 16

9 23 11 13 18 24 16

24 2 6 20 24 22 10 24 19 6 2 13

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Codeword by Willow

Across
1 and 21 down Train at night by 

pumping iron (9, 7)
6 Fast, not loud, but flat out (5)
9 Cheered by emerging from a 

state of despair (7)
10 Safari, say, in search of 

something that eats shoots 
and leaves? (7)

11 Bones discovered by police 
detective with foul air all 
around (5)

12 Naughty but popular (6)
13 See 24 down
14 Cool types renowned for 

their memory (4) 
16 Pole position is a minor thing 

– only half there (5) 
19 I’d be surprisingly good for 

you backing native non-
starter (5)

21 Rider finds seat isn’t really 
hard? (4) 

22 Article on CIA fabrication 
bears fruit (4)

25 Potato man is very touchy (6)
26 Receivers come from shire in 

revolt (5)
29 Among the spoilt elite good 

book provides permit (7)
30 French buccaneer with 

rough-sounding manner (7)
31 Alan loses weight in Italian 

city (5)
32 See 27 down 

Down
1 Stick with unorthodox sleep 

guru (9) 
2 Row follows a boy that’s 

always one jump ahead (7)
3 Stars seen as a result of 

wayward missile one let go 
(3, 3)

4 Are these seats in the theatre 
divine? (4)

5 Time with unhappy babies 
leads to 14 across (7)

6 Nothing found in connection 
with circle of life (4, 4)

7 One who’s in the know works 
at the press apparently (7)

8 Good in real life as beginners 
– could be funny in this 
context (4) 

15 Surprisingly ate rather a lot in 
China (3)

17 Clutch firmly the big, blonde 
and beautiful (9)

18 Not coming back after meat 
I left in the room where it 
happens (8)

20 As a stirrer, I am detained by 
miserable cretin (7)

21 See 1 across 
23 Funny honey smart some 

time back (7)
24 and 13 across Hundred wasted 

hours on the railway – I can 
do that! (6, 4)

27 and 32 across Somewhere 
included by Conservative 
representing Chelsea and 
Fulham? (4, 4, 5) 

28 Topped with some choice 
decorations (4)

	
	

Across 
1 and 21 down Train at night by pumping iron (9, 7) 
6 Fast, not loud, but flat out (5) 
9 Cheered by emerging from a state of despair (7) 
10 Safari, say, in search of something that eats shoots and leaves? (7) 
11 Bones discovered by police detective with foul air all around (5) 
12 Naughty but popular (6) 
13 See 24 down 
14 Cool types renowned for their memory (4)  
16 Pole position is a minor thing – only half there (5)  
19 I’d be surprisingly good for you backing native non-
starter (5) 
21 Rider finds seat isn’t really hard? (4)  
22 Article on CIA fabrication bears fruit (4) 
25 Potato man is very touchy (6) 
26 Receivers come from shire in revolt (5) 
29 Among the spoilt elite good book provides permit (7) 
30 French buccaneer with rough-sounding manner (7) 
31 Alan loses weight in Italian city (5) 
32 See 27 down  
Down 
1 Stick with unorthodox sleep guru (9)  
2 Row follows a boy that’s always one jump ahead (7) 
3 Stars seen as a result of wayward missile one let go (3, 3) 
4 Are these seats in the theatre divine? (4) 
5 Time with unhappy babies leads to 14 across (7) 
6 Nothing found in connection with circle of life (4, 4) 

Book Quiz 
Here’s a selection of books which relate to the weather. 
We love to talk about it, don’t we? See if you can name 
the authors. 

Christine Lacey

A Poem for April

This year Easter comes in April
with chocolate eggs and a holiday.
A chance to reflect what Easter means
to each and everyone of us today.

We search and find the little eggs
that are hidden among the garden flowers
and hoping that the sun will shine
at Easter in between the showers.

Christine Lacey
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Cryptic Crossword by Naxos 

 
The theme of this crossword is something we’ve all been unable to enjoy, 
at least live, for the past year. Twelve answers are on this theme. You will 
find one number in each of the twelve related clues, as a reminder of what 
we’ve been missing. The other clues and answers are normal, but cryptic. 

	

16 2 7 14 24 6 13 12 23 17 7 13

5 17 8 24 6 22 1

21 23 17 20
C

15 24 20 1 17 4 24 1 6 24

24 24 11 15 20 20 2

24 18 24 20 1 13 3 2 15 5 1 17 20 9

24 24 15 24 17 9

15 6 23 15 23 22 17 7 24 2 15 6 24

23 23 2

13 24 7 7 13 12 2 6 14 7 17 20 9

1 7 11 24 24 2

9 23 18 24 6 20 24 22 7 11 13 1 6 24

6 15 17 17 17 2 6

24 2 6 1 5
Q

26 11 2 14 24 25 7 23 16

9 23 11 13 18 24 16

24 2 6 20 24 22 10 24 19 6 2 13

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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1. Gone with the Wind
2. A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream
3. The Wind in the 

Willows
4. Silent Spring
5. Cloud Atlas

6. The Snows of 
Kilimanjaro

7. Half of a Yellow Sun
8. The Snow Queen
9. The Spy Who Came in 

from the Cold
10. A Week in Winter
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e. The world record for the number of rabbits pulled out of a 
magician's hat. 

Colouring Activity 

	

	

((Not	sure	how	well	the	next	one	will	come	out.	If	it’s	too	faint	I’ll	re-
input	it.))	

Colouring Activity

Since April Fools’ Day takes place this month, we thought 
a few jokes were in order.

Why was the donkey annoying his friend?
Because it was April Mules' Day.

Which day of the year do monkeys like?
The first of Ape-ril.

What did April Fools' Day say after it won an award?
Prank you!

Did you hear about the man who swapped the labels on 
the pumps at the petrol station?

It was an April Fuels' joke!

Can you match these 5 numbers to these 5 egg-cellent 
Easter records? 
1.  1875
2.  300
3.  501,000
4.  500 million
5.  7,200

a. The number of Creme Eggs made by Cadbury's every 
year. If you piled them on top of each other, it would be 
10 times higher than Mount Everest. The Creme Egg is 
the most popular egg-shaped chocolate in the world.

b. In this year Cadbury's made their first Easter egg.

c. The number of eggs that were searched for in the 
largest ever Easter egg hunt.

d. The weight in kg of the largest chocolate Easter egg.

e. The world record for the number of rabbits pulled out 
of a magician's hat.

Answers on page 18.
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Young Readers’  
Corner

!

Quick Crossword by Willow 

Answers on page 18 

Book Quiz 
Answers on page 18 
As we will all be changing our clocks again this month, I 
have chosen books with the word ‘Time’ in the title.  
Welcome to Spring! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chris Lacey

Guest Editors this month – Ester, Isla, Sol and Honor 
Overton  

Slime Recipe  

Slime is always a huge hit in our house. We make it way too 
often!  
This is our favourite recipe –  

Ingredients 

1 cup of white or clear glue (pva) 
1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda 
1‐2 teaspoons of contact lens solution (it must have borax in 
the ingredients as that’s the magic bit!) 
A squirt of paint or food colouring – your favourite colour.  

Method 

So, what do you have to do? First, stir together the glue and 
bicarbonate of soda in a bowl. Add in the squirt of colouring 
and mix. Now add the contact lens solution and keep stirring 
until it starts to get stringy and comes away from the edge of 
the bowl. Take it in your hands and knead it for a minute or 
so until it only sticks to itself. It will be super stretchy! 

You can also add glitter or glow in the dark paint. Our 
favourite is to make it fluffy slime! To make this, add three 
cups of shaving foam to the mixture before you add the 
contact lens solution, and it will be super stretchy AND super 
fluffy!  

Enjoy! 

Super Star Wars Jokes 

Why did Anakin cross the road? 
To get to the dark side! 

What do you call Chewbacca when he gets chocolate in his 
fur? 

A chocolate chip wookie! 

What side of an Ewok has the most hair? 
The outside! 

Which Star Wars character works at a restaurant? 
Darth Waiter 

The Wind – a Poem and a Riddle as well! 

Did you feel me in the air? 
Did you see me dancing through your hair? 
Did you feel me in the breeze? 
Did you hear me whisper through the trees? 
 
Did you smell the smoke with me? 
Did you taste the salt brought from the sea? 
I blew the clouds, the fog I thinned, 
What am I?                            I am the wind. 
 
Many thanks to Ester, Isla, Sol and Honor for their recipe, 
poem and jokes. 

If you have anything that you would like to see in the Young 
Reader’s Corner in future editions, please send your ideas to 
willinghamnews@gmail.com.
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1    A Time to Kill 
2    The Time Traveler’s 
      Wife 
3    The Time Machine 
4    The Curious Incident of 
      the Dog in the Night‐
      Time 
5    Love in the Time of 
      Cholera 

6    Hard Times 
7    The Land that Time 
      Forgot 
8    A Dance to the Music of 
      Time 
9    A Brief History of Time 
10  A Wrinkle in Time 

Across 
1    Extreme fear (6) 
4    Fundamental (5) 
7    Body tissue (6) 
8    Tropical fruit (6) 
9    See (4) 
10 Has a stab (8) 
12 Journey's end (11) 
17 Union (8) 
19 Heart of the matter (4) 
20 Building for vehicle (6) 
21 Guffaws (6) 
22 Sister's daughter (5) 
23 Without hindrance (6) 

Down 
1    Punched (7) 
2    Repeats aloud (7) 
3    Procedure in theatre (9) 
4    Huge fire (5) 
5    Hair detergent (7) 
6    Unrefined (6) 
11 Globetrotter (9) 
13 Stretch (7) 
14 Embody (7) 
15 Badly behaved (7) 
16 Specialised language (6) 
18 Corner (5) 
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Hello to Spring!

Spring is here, spring is here!
Leaves and buds everywhere.
Caterpillars crawl along,
The birds sing a cheery song.

The smell of grass in the air,
Children playing without a care.
Bees flying from flower to flower,
A rainbow appears during a fresh shower.

The coldness of winter disappears,
The warmth of spring reappears.
Goodbye to the dark and hello to the sun,
Spring is a time to play and have fun!

	

Answer to egg-cellent Easter records:  

1b; 2e; 3c; 4a; 5d 
  

Draw a picture which shows your vision of this poem.
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Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0345 0455225

Willingham Library is open
Our current opening hours are:

Tuesday   2 – 6 pm
Friday    10 am – 2 pm

The library continues to be open in accordance with the 
national lockdown restrictions offering:

• Select and Collect Service

 This allows you to request a selection of books from 
a particular genre, which library staff will choose for 
you. If you want specific books, please use the normal 
reservations system.

• Reservations

 There will be a charge of 50p for each reserved item.

• Public Access to Computers on an Appointment Basis

 Bookings will be limited to those accessing public 
services only.

• Digital Services

 We have a wide range of eBooks, eAudio books, eComics 
and eMagazines which you can access online without 
visiting a library. Please see: www.cambridgeshire.gov.
uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/libraries/library-
online.

Overdue Charges – there will be no reintroduction of 
overdue charges at this time.

This information is constantly subject to change. The most 
up-to-date information will be displayed in the library 
window and at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library.

Friends of Willingham Library 
(FOWL)

Springtime Activity for Children – Friday 26 March to 
Friday 9 April 

Just a reminder that we are inviting all Primary School 
children to design a springtime related bookmark. Any size 
or shape will be fine. Think flowers, baby animals, blue 
skies and sunshine!

When completed please take your design to the Library 
lobby to receive a small reward. Remember to add your 
name and contact details too as the entries will be judged 
and the best Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 
2 children will be awarded a prize. We look forward to 
seeing your entries.

Meanwhile we will have to remain patient and wait for 
our library-based activities to resume once more. We’re 
hopeful for the summer.

Cambridgeshire Library Service 
News

OverDrive

All our eBooks, eMagazines, eAudiobooks and eComics 
have moved to OverDrive. Any loans you have at the 
moment can still be read in RB Digital but all new borrowing 
will be in Overdrive on a PC and the Libby app on a device. 
All you need is a library card and PIN. 

Please see www.cambridgeshirelibraries.overdrive.com 
for details.

Facebook for Families

Have you followed our new Facebook page yet? This is 
where all of our events and activities for children and 
families will be in future. We are still posting to our main 
Cambridgeshire Libraries page but will eventually move 
entirely to the new page. Have a look today and make 
sure you click the Follow button! www.facebook.com/
CambslibFamilies.

Book Review – The Boy on the 
Shed by Paul Ferris 

Paul Ferris was born in Lisburn, Northern Ireland in 1965 
into a happy Roman Catholic family. However Lisburn, 
which lies eight miles from Belfast, is a staunchly Loyalist 
and Protestant area. The troubles began three years 
later and Ferris’s life was badly affected by the atrocities 
that took place. He had a loving relationship with his 
mother who unfortunately had heart trouble. Her health 
concerned Paul greatly and the title of the book is due 
to him climbing on to a shed to look into the kitchen and 
monitor his mother’s health.

He was a very talented footballer while at school and 
because of his ability was watched by scouts from several 
big clubs including Manchester United. Eventually he is 
signed by Newcastle United and he becomes the youngest 
person to play for the first team. At one stage Kevin 
Keegan says that Ferris is the best he has ever seen at his 
age. Unfortunately he was injury-prone and a series of 
hamstring injuries led to him being released and forced to 
pursue another career. Out of work, he is supported by his 
loyal wife who finds work as a teacher.

He goes to university for a physiotherapy degree and 
after a few months he is offered a job at his beloved 
Newcastle United. There he does the medical when Alan 
Shearer signs for the club at a world record fee and Ferris 
and Shearer become great friends. However, after a series 
of managerial changes, Paul becomes totally disillusioned 
with football and embarks on a law degree.

He suffers many more ups and downs, including another 
invitation from Newcastle United, before the end of his 
story.  

The book was well received by the members and 
promoted an interesting discussion within the group.

David Stevenson



Easter Closures

The surgery will be closed on Friday 2 April (Good Friday) 
and Monday 5 April (Easter Monday). Please ensure you 
have enough medication for the holiday weekend. Please 
order from Dispensary no later than Tuesday 30 March. 

Contact Details

Please ensure the surgery has your most up-to-date 
contact details including your mobile number and home 
phone. We are using the details on your medical record 
to invite you for your Covid vaccine as soon as you are 
eligible. If we cannot get hold of you by phone, we will 
write to your home address. 

Covid Vaccination Programme

The surgery is under immense pressure as we continue 
to support the local GP hub in collaboration with 
neighbouring practices. Please only contact the surgery 
about the vaccine if you have been invited. We are getting 
a vast amount of queries about medical conditions which 
are exhausting our already stretched resources. We will 
contact you when it is your turn. 

Some patients will receive a letter from NHS England and 
Public Health inviting them for vaccine before the surgery 
has been in touch. This is because the large vaccination 
hubs are able to provide more appointment availability 
and can work through the eligible cohorts at a different 
pace. These letters will provide a website address or ask 
you to call 119 to book an appointment, and divert you to 
vaccination centres within a 40 mile radius (the most local 
being centres in Cambridge and Chesterton)

You can choose to wait to be invited by the GP to the 
local hub in Over, but we cannot indicate time scales as to 
when this will be. Please do not contact the surgery – we 
will contact you when it is your turn. 

Second vaccinations will soon be due. The surgery will 
contact you when it is your turn. 

Dr Stevens’ Maternity Leave

Dr Stevens has now started her maternity leave and will be 
due back in the surgery later this year. Dr Bhandari and Dr 
Rej will regularly attend the surgery to cover Dr Stevens. 
We will provide an update when the baby arrives!

Travel Vaccinations

Due to the travel restrictions, the surgery have a number 
of specialist vaccinations in stock which need to be 
used. If you believe you will need Hepatitis A or Typhoid 
boosters this year, please contact the surgery to make an 
appointment with a nurse. 

Hearing Aid Maintenance and Batteries

Cambridge Hearing Help (CAMTAD) are still unable 

to return to the surgery for hearing aid maintenance, 
however they continue to provide batteries in the post 
and maintenance/re-tubing service appointments at other 
locations as part of a limited service. 

If your hearing aid needs cleaning and maintenance, 
they have launched a ‘drop-off and pick-up 20 minutes 
later’ service at local Hearing Aid Maintenance Centres.

For further information please see www.
cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk, or call 01223 416141. 

Carers’ Meeting

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still currently 
postponed until further notice. They will be reinstated as 
soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, we would like 
to continue to support carers in our local community in 
any way possible. If you are a carer for someone and need 
advice and financial or emotional support, please contact 
Sue Lawson at susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230. 

Lisa Smith  
Assistant Practice Manager
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A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment.  
If we are closed, please call 111. 

Help Us to Help You – Busy Service 

All NHS services are under severe pressure at the 
moment, as we look after increasing numbers of patients 
who are sick with COVID‐19 and other deteriorating 
conditions in the community. We are also delivering the 
huge and vitally important COVID‐19 vaccination 
programme. Please do not contact us regarding a vaccine, 
we will contact you. 

So that we can focus on these really important issues, 
we will understandably be prioritising urgent care. This 
means that when you contact us, we may have an initial 
conversation with you to understand how urgent your 
health needs are.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent (for example 
attending for a routine blood test), you may have to wait 
longer than usual until you can be dealt with. However, do 
please make sure that you continue to get in touch with us 
if you need to. This is particularly important if:  
• your problem is genuinely urgent 
• you have a long term condition that is getting worse 
• you are worried about symptoms that might indicate 

cancer 
Please also remember – you can call NHS 111 for urgent 
concerns and 999 for serious emergencies and that our 
local pharmacist can help with minor complaints. 

For adults with mental health problems, including 
depression and anxiety, you can refer yourself directly to 
the local wellbeing service, via 0300 300 0055. If you are 
experiencing a mental health crisis, contact the First 
Response Service by calling 111 and select option 2 (in 
Wisbech call 111, select option 1 and ask to be put 
through to the First Response Service). 

The Cambridgeshire County Council has a range of 
support and information to help in times of urgent need. 
To access these please telephone 0345 045 5202 – 8 am – 
6 pm weekdays and 9 am – 1 pm on Saturdays. Outside 
office hours if someone is in danger telephone 01733 
234724. In an emergency, call 999. Also see 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/adults. 

Thank you very much for helping us all manage under 
these very difficult circumstances. 

Magpas Donations 

In the absence of the Lucky Squares raffle last Christmas, 
the practice requested donations to Magpas Air 
Ambulance. We are delighted to announce we raised 
£100.50 via our ‘Just Giving’ page. Thank you to all those 
that donated. Let’s hope Lucky Squares will return in 
Christmas 2021! 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 6 00  
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            4 30 – 7 00 
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                               2 00 – 4 00  
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Appointments            8 30 – 11 00            3 00 – 5 30 
Emergencies                                                4 00 – 6 00 

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787 
NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday                      8 30 – 1 00              2 30 – 6 00 
Tuesday                       8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 7 00 
Wednesday                8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Thursday                     8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00 
Friday                          8 30 – 1 00              2 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY 

Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602 

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 

Out of hours cover: Ring 111  Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

Carers' Meeting 

Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are still 
currently postponed until further notice. They will be 
reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we would like to continue to support carers in our local 
community in any way possible. If you are a carer for 
someone and need advice and financial or emotional 
support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 
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Agricultural Land To Let

9.51 hectares (23.71 acres), or thereabouts, of agri-
cultural land off Mustills Lane, Over available to let on 
a Farm Business Tenancy from 29th September 2021.

Initial enquiries to Church & Town Lands Charity, Over, 
please email  ctlcharity@gmail.com.
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM 
www.5folds.org.uk 

Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  

The world is turning, the days are lengthening; later this month the 
clocks go forward and we will all recognize the reality of light 
overcoming darkness. Christians understand this idea as a metaphor 
to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Pastoral Letter
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Church Opening and Services 

Whilst we have had to close the Church for some weeks as the COVID‐
19 crisis continues, we continue review the position with the aim of 
opening for Services and Private Prayer as soon as it becomes safe for 
everyone to do so.  

In the meantime, we are continuing to develop our online Services, 
extending our provision to include online Sunday Zoom services. At the 
time of writing these are still being developed but we expect them to 
include (each month) – on the first Sunday an All Age Service aimed at 
families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 

Please do keep checking our website, noticeboards and facebook 
page for news about all this and when services will be scheduled – 
online if not in Church – especially with Easter at the beginning of April. 

Presentations in Church 

Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 

Contact Details 

Clergy: 
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or simon@5folds.org.uk 
Lucy Cleland 01954 277758 or lucy@5folds.org.uk 
Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk 
Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or smas17jw@yahoo.com 

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ 
www.willinghambaptist.org and  
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death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary
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families and children and on the third Sunday a Service in a more 
traditional style. Throughout the period our recorded weekly services 
can be downloaded from our website. 
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Just at the time that we had to close the Church building, we were able 
to finalise the installation of wi‐fi within the Church. We now must 
think how best to use it in the future, when we are able to be back in 
Church!  For example, it would give us the opportunity to stream some 
Services from the Church for those who find it difficult to get out and 
about, as well as those who are away from home. 

In addition, it gives us the opportunity to gather to watch national 
events as they unfold – an event such as Remembrance Day Services or 
similar, a series of talks or a sung concert for example. For a lot of 
people, gathering to join in (i e, singing along) with a ‘Songs of Praise’ 
or similar, (if allowed), might be fun after months of not being allowed 
to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
suggestions as to which events or broadcasts might be worth 
presenting, then please let us know – a note in our post‐box outside 
the Octagon door to the side of the Church or a message to one of us 
on our contact list below would work well for this. 
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to express our belief that life and goodness are stronger forces than 
death and evil. Signs that this is true are evident in the natural world 
as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister

Parish of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia 
www.sacredheart‐stives.org 

Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary
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Church Opening and Services

At the time of writing this report we are still in the early days of the 
Government plan to open up the country after the recent lockdown 
provisions and of the roll-out of the mass vaccination programme. 
Initial results seem promising, but in early March it is still too early to 
announce firm plans around opening up the Church for services and 
access generally.

However, we would love to be able to open the Church on Easter 
Sunday 4 April if we can. We are hoping that the scientific data will 
have improved enough to allow us to welcome everyone to a service 
on that special day. 

We are also looking at the period following on from Easter and 
have draft plans for re-commencing services in April. It will depend on 
improving data, of course, and so decisions for this will have to be made 
closer to that time. 

We have been making sure that information on all of the above has 
been spread via our website, noticeboards and Facebook page during 
March as it comes available.

We have started offering online Sunday services during March and 
we plan to continue this after Easter – the frequency and type of service 
will depend on whether or not the Church is open full-time or on a 
partial basis. If you would like to join in on any of these services, please 
do contact us for joining details.

Also, we will be continuing to record a weekly service that can be 
downloaded from our website. The ongoing audio services and talks are 
accessed via: www.5folds.org.uk/page/online-services-and-resources.
Extra video resources can be accessed at: 5folds.online/YouTubevids.

Contact Details
Clergy:
Simon Gill 01954 230434 or 
simon@5folds.org.uk

Lucy Cleland  01954 277758 or 
lucy@5folds.org.uk

Jenny Hill 07970 949331 or 
revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk

Warden: 
James Watts 01954 200542 or 
smas17jw@yahoo.com

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also in 
our midweek Wednesday Reflection. Keep an eye out on our Facebook 
page for updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have 
recently introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more 
informal style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to 
join us for these.

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or midweek 
reflection, please get in touch at secretary@willinghambaptist.org or 
phone 01954 263108 and we can send you the information you need.
We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch. 

Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary

Thought for the Month
Alleluia – Jesus is Risen

This is the traditional Easter message in four words. Many soundbites 
have been tweeted and hash-tagged throughout this last year that 
has been dominated by COVID-19.  #You are not alone has been 
etched in my mind. ‘Do not be afraid’ and ‘Peace be with you’ 
are equally apt. These straplines hail from the Scriptures and are 
especially evident in the Easter story.

Have you ever noticed how the first followers of Jesus are never 
alone in the Easter gospel accounts? It is Mary and her friends who 
first declare ‘Alleluia – Jesus is risen’. Peter and his fellow disciple 
race one another to the empty tomb. Cleopas and his companion 
walk along the Emmaus Road discussing the events of that first 
Easter Day. Once Thomas is re-united with his fellow disciples, the 
risen Jesus reassures them with the wonderfully warming words 
‘Peace be with you…. Receive the Holy Spirit.’

‘You are not alone’ characterises how many parish councils, local 
communities and churches up and down the land have responded 
to COVID-19. From meeting the needs of neighbours to one-to-one 
walks, from household bubbles to delivery folk at the door. Virtual 
gatherings on screen have helped to keep dispersed members of 
many families in contact. Video messages from loved ones have 
lifted the spirits of those confined to nursing homes.  

I am comforted by the opportunity to walk with a companion, just 
as Cleopas was. These four soundbites from Jesus and his followers 
have carried me through the last year, all the way from Lent 2020 to 
Easter 2021. Alleluia – Jesus is risen…. Thanks be to God.

Rev Lucy Cleland, Team Vicar (Designate) in Longstanton, Over, 
Swavesey and Willingham.
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to sing at all! 

Perhaps Readers have ideas or suggestions as to events or 
broadcasts where it might be good to gather so we can enjoy an event 
together (once COVID‐19 restrictions are lifted). If you have any 
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as we see snowdrops, crocus, daffodils all bursting into flower; new 
shoots are breaking out on plants that have lain dormant through the 
winter months. New life is always in our midst, if we open our eyes to 
see it.  

Signs that the pandemic may be coming under control are also 
being seen as case numbers continue to fall; this may soon lead to 
some loosening of restrictions on our lives. We will still need to follow 
guidelines about wearing masks and maintaining social distance, so 
we don’t undo all the progress we have made; but there is real hope 
that we will be able to live more fully in the spring. 

The temptation will be to go ‘back to normal’; but I hope not. The 
world has changed over the past year and so have we. We have got 
to know our local communities and neighbours in deeper ways. We 
have learned to offer ‐ and importantly ‐ to receive support from one 
another. We have developed new skills and discovered what really 
matters in life, the things, the people, the activities that we have 
really missed. Let us be thankful for all these positive benefits, 
alongside recognizing the grief, the struggles, the loneliness that 
some amongst us have suffered. Life is always a journey with ups and 
downs; but it is most fully experienced when we use our good times 
to help others come through their down times. 

In other words, let’s continue loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

Rev Dr Janet E Tollington 
Retired United Reformed Church Minister
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Services have now re‐started at St Ives. Numbers are limited but you 
may join any Mass live‐streamed. Details at www.sacredheart‐
stives.org.  

For more information about the Diocese of East Anglia, please see 
www.rcdea.org.uk.

We are still gathering virtually as a fellowship on Sundays and also for 
our Wednesday Reflections. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for 
updates on our gatherings over the next few weeks. We have recently 
introduced a Cafe Church at Home, which is a much more informal 
style of meeting together and we warmly welcome families to join us 
for these. 

If you would like to join us at a gathering, Cafe Church or Wednesday 
reflection, please get in touch by email (to secretary@ 
willinghambaptist.org) or phone (01954 263108) and we can send you 
the information you need. 

We are aware that people may be struggling or lonely in isolation, so 
if you want to chat, or pray with someone, or have any other needs, 
please also get in touch.  
 
Emma Launchbury 
Church Secretary
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45 Viking Way, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB23 8EL

IJC is a family run Cambridgeshire 
business with over 30 years’ experience.

We offer a comprehensive range of 
domestic and small commercial works 
across all forms of building, plumbing, 
heating and renewable services.

call us on: 01954 782920
or visit: www.ijcbuildingservices.co.uk

we’ve got your home 
improvements covered

PLUMBING & HEATING

BUILDING SERVICES

fit a new boiler 

upgrade your heating system  

annual service for your boiler

bathroom & kitchen installation 

new build 

home renovation

 WE’RE HIRING! Contact us for permanent  or subcontract vacancies

 
 

 

 

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
STAIRLIFTS, SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, 

RISING CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, TOILET & 
BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD 

AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

SCOTSDALES GARDEN 
CENTRE,   

HORNINGSEA, CB25 9JG  

Tel: 01223 863908  

www.orchard-mobility.co.uk 

 

Monday - Saturday 9.00-5.00  

Do you need business  nance?
Your local, independent specialist can help you to  nd the 
best deal to support your business and accelerate growth.

•  Asset  nance  •  Cash ow/Invoice  nance 
•  Property  nance  •  Unsecured loans

Trusted in the industry for over 30 years.
Authorised and regulated by the

Financial Conduct Authority - FRN 772970

For a free, no-obligation chat, contact us 
today on 01223 848 844 or visit our website

www.smefunding.uk

Member of the National Association of Finance Brokers and registered with the Information Commissioner’s 
Of ce (ZA209808) SME funding UK Ltd is a broker, not a lender and can introduce you to a 

number of  nance providers based on your requirements and credit rating, we may receive a commission 
for such introductions. SME funding UK Ltd company number 10410655 registered in England.          

Registered of ce: 14 Austin Friars, London, EC2N 2HE.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON 
A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

!
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell
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Flooding and Drainage Issues in Willingham 

Over recent weeks Willingham has experienced issues with 
flooding and sewage in parts of the village. The Parish Council 
has been liaising with the District and County Councils with 
regards to gullies and ditch clearance and has been advised that 
those in need of clearing will be dealt with as soon as possible. 
In addition, there has been frequent interaction with Anglian 
Water who believe they have resolved the issue of the sewage 
leak in Church Street and Green Street, although further 
leakages have come to light in other village locations. 

The current sewage capacity, future maintenance and 
upgrade by Anglian Water are issues that need to be addressed. 
Our MP Lucy Frazer has also been made aware of our issues; the 
District Council Environmental Health team at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council have been contacted to liaise 
and resolve the problems as quickly as possible. We would 
encourage all residents experiencing problems with their foul 
water to contact Anglian Water directly as well. The February 
Council meeting was well attended by parishioners and the 
Council welcomed and appreciated their input. We are hopeful 
that now we have requested a multi‐agency meeting between 
the Parish Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and Anglian Water, we can start 
a discussion on how we can resolve this in the long term. The 
village will be updated via the website. 

Community Plan 

As described in the December edition of Willingham News, the 
2008 Community Parish Plan is due to be revised and updated 
to show the needs arising from the changes within the parish. 
Such a Community Plan has no set content since it can reflect 
whatever the community identifies as important. Following the 
call for volunteers – ideally seeking a wide variety of individuals 
who could work together and focus on the village needs ‐ we 
can now move forward and more will be published on this. It 
takes a lot of work at all levels so an army of helpers will be 
called for at different times and I am sure Willingham will step 
up as they did in 2008.  

Outside Spaces 

The arrival of our two sparkly new table tennis tables with their 
surrounding matting in the QE 11 Field is already a hit! Plans are 
going ahead for some bike shelters nearer the Pavilion, which 
will encourage outdoor enjoyment. Please follow any guidelines 
that are current as well as observing any requests that may be 
made. Thinking ahead, the football fields should not be used 
until the Council drain cleaning programme is completed and it 
is clear that the fields can cope with a resumption of ball games.  

Last month more energy, time and parish money were spent 

on making the Meadow Road village field a place we can 
appreciate. Fly‐tipping and the heap of litter was cleared. 
Importantly, the commemorative oak trees there have been 
replanted, so we all hope this time they do well and provide a 
fitting avenue of trees for future generations to enjoy. On the 
southern side of the village the piece of land donated to the 
village will also be prepared to benefit us all; see more details 
on page 5.  

Closer to home, our boundary hedges and trees that provide 
winter berries and seeds for birds will be needing attention and 
should be well trimmed. There are still a few that encroach on 
the footpaths; we would all be grateful if they could be chopped 
back so that we can walk around safely. The Council will be 
flailing the field hedges – also before nesting begins.  

As we move into spring it will be hoped that we can begin to 
enjoy better weather and take advantage of our outdoor 
spaces. The first week of March is ‘Food Waste Action Week’: 
choosing each piece of fresh food as we need it would certainly 
make a difference. Considering our drive to achieve a better 
carbon footprint, not only would growing our own vegetables 
be a good way forward but making use of our local suppliers 
could reduce that carbon footprint ‐ as well as supporting local 
businesses for our tasty, carefully selected food. 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections  

Meetings will continue to be held remotely using Zoom for the 
time being. Full Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday in the month starting at 7 30 pm, with agendas 
posted on the website as well as at the Public Hall and Library. 
We usually begin meetings with members of the public being 
able to speak briefly or asking questions, (agendas have the 
details). 

Keep an eye out for any lifting of restrictions on the use of 
indoor facilities and use of the carefully cleaned public halls in 
the village. We are still unclear as to how or even if the elections 
will take place as planned on Thursday 6 May. However, we are 
assuming they will go ahead and the clerk is preparing the 
Ploughman Hall for ‘COVID‐19 friendly’ accessibility for this 
event. It is an ideal venue to enable people to move through 
safely, but have your own pencil sharpened ready!    

Council Office Details 

Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 
Tel: 01954 261027  
Email clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Opening hours: Monday – Thursday 10am – 1pm (closed bank 
holidays) 
 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell
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Elections
As you know there will be elections on 6 May. You will only be 
required to vote during the Parish Council election if there are 
16 or more eligible candidates; otherwise the election is non-
contested and those who apply are appointed. If you want to 
stand you can obtain guidance and nomination papers from the 
electoral commission website: www.electoralcommission.org.
uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-council-elections-england 
but beware as, by the time this Willingham News goes out, you 
will have very little time left to submit your nomination; it must 
be returned to SCDC by 4 pm on 8 April. For more information 
about the Parish Council go to our website, click on ‘Documents’, 
then ‘Policies & Procedures’ and select ‘Who we are and what 
we do’ and ‘Why become a councillor’.

Drainage Problems
A huge amount of work has gone into trying to understand 
exactly what went wrong over the Christmas period. The Parish 
Council is grateful for the considerable assistance received 
from our County and District Councillors and, in particular, our 
local experts who have the detailed knowledge to ask probing 
questions and are part of the working group that has now been 
formed.

We are being repeatedly told that the underlying causes were 
due to the exceptionally wet weather. This was clearly a major 
factor but if climate change predictions are correct, we will need 
infrastructure that can cope with wetter winters and hotter 
summers. A major failing appears to be poor communication 
from Anglian Water. We are working hard to improve that and 
have a meeting scheduled with them in April.  

Recreation Ground
The Recreation Ground was severely affected by the very wet 
weather with extensive flooding. We have had discussions with 
the Environment Agency regarding the lode, and are working on 
getting the under-pitch drainage pipes cleaned out. We are also 
exploring ways of remedying the lack of sports pitch provision 
in Willingham. It is currently well below the SCDC requirement. 

Parish Carbon Footprint Tool
The Centre for Sustainable Energy has produced a community 
level carbon footprint tool available at impact-tool.org.uk. You 
can search for Willingham’s carbon footprint and compare 
it to others from around the country. The aim is to enable 
communities to look at ways of reducing their footprint. To 
get more information, click on ‘Council’ on the Parish Council 

website and select ‘Environment’. 

Willingham in Flower 
In conjunction with the WAG Environment Group the Council 
is working on two new initiatives – turning unused ground at 
the QEII Field into a wildflower meadow and coordinating tubs 
of flowers at various locations in the village, hopefully with the 
help of village groups and local businesses.  

The B1050
The Parish Council has been pressing for some years for a 
permanent solution to the poor surface in the section of the 
B1050 north of the village along the river bank. Thanks to 
hard work by our County Councillor, the County Council has 
responded with a major scheme to totally rebuild that section of 
road. It will certainly be an improvement but is not the complete 
answer. Willingham desperately needs a bypass and should have 
had one before construction began at Northstowe. The danger 
is that by simply improving the B1050 to the north of the village 
we will have even more cars, vans and HGVs coming down the 
High Street day and night.

Anti-Social Behaviour
There have been reports of youths gathering in the Ploughman 
Hall car park in the late evening and causing noise and general 
nuisance. The police have been informed and asked to increase 
patrols in the area. If you do witness anti-social behaviour 
please report it. Single reports may not carry huge weight but 
the cumulative effect does. We do not want a repeat of the 
summer of 2019. 

Meetings
It is not yet clear when physical meetings will resume but for 
April they will remain on Zoom. These will include the full 
Parish Council meeting on 7 April and the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting on 28 April plus any Planning Meetings that are needed 
at a new starting time of 6 30 pm. You are welcome to join any 
of these with joining instructions available from the Parish Clerk 
and listed on the appropriate agenda.  

Councillors’ details can be found on the website but below are 
details for the Chair/Vice Chair and Lead Councillors.
Council Office contact details: 
Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham, CB24 5LP
Tel: 01954 261027 
Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Clerk: Mandy Powell
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County Councillor’s Report
At the County Council’s Budget meeting, the leader, 
Steve Count, said: ‘The destabilising soil under the B1050 
contributes to its deteriorating condition. This needs to be 
addressed with a funding allocation now. Without a major 
intervention it would ultimately have to close, denying 
reasonable connectivity to tens of thousands of people 
and businesses a year. We therefore propose to invest 
just under seven million pounds to ensure the B1050 can 
continue to be used in future.’ This is the culmination of a 
long campaign by me and my predecessors, together with 
present and former parish councillors, to improve this very 
dangerous road. You can watch the leader propose this 
£7m expenditure on the B1050 from 1:03:35 to 1:04:03 
at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1cWwHra2vA&t=905s.

I am hoping that we can put together a comprehensive 
package comprising this reconstruction, other carriageway 
maintenance on the rest of the road, the traffic calming 
scheme entering the village from the north (which is being 
promoted as a Local Highway Improvement scheme jointly 
with the parish council) and an A14 Legacy Fund project to 
provide a footpath to the Community Orchard.

At the full Council meeting on 15 December 2020 we 
voted to seek the reclassification of the A1123 from St 
Ives to Soham as a B road, with the intention of gradually 
reducing the number of Heavy Commercial Vehicles (HCV) 
using this route instead of the much improved A14, to 
which it had in effect functioned as a bypass. This ought 
also to reduce HCV movements along the B1050 from 
Earith through Willingham (and possibly through Rampton) 
as well as those along the B1049 from Wilburton through 
Cottenham. The Highways and Transport Committee is 
setting up an HCV working group to assess movement of 
traffic across the whole road network. 

I believe that residential streets ought to be spaces for 
people to enjoy being in, rather than thoroughfares for 
vehicles to pass through as fast as possible, so I have been 
supporting calls for low traffic neighbourhoods. I receive 
many expressions of concern about the speed of traffic 
through Willingham. Is there an argument for some form 
of traffic calming? Would anything work other than vertical 
features (‘speed cushions’) which tend to be unpopular?

Being a committed cyclist myself, I am also keen on 
extending measures to support active modes of transport. I 
have always taken a ‘field of dreams’ approach to cycleways: 
‘If we build it they will come’. Holland has become a nation 
of cyclists because of a conscious decision 40 years ago to 
invest in safe cycleways, making cycling attractive to people 
of all abilities. At the Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint 
Assembly meeting in February I took the opportunity of 
mentioning the advantages, potential benefits and local 
support for a high quality link between Willingham and 
Cottenham off main roads. I was supported by the County 
Council’s cycling champion and other members highlighted 
the importance of making cycling an appealing mode of 
transport for secondary school pupils.

Tim Wotherspoon

District Councillors’ Report
COVID-19 Related Matters

A reminder that information about South Cambs’ response to 
coronavirus can be found on the regularly updated coronavirus pages 
on the SCDC website: www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus. 

Local Hardship Scheme

SCDC are appealing to those businesses in South Cambridgeshire 
which have not yet benefitted from Government grants to help them 
through the Covid lockdowns to get in touch. The Council has now 
paid out £8,932,592 in financial support to 3,863 businesses since 
the recent lockdown last November. In the last 11 months, from the 
initial pandemic lockdown, the council has paid out over £31 million 
in Government grants. This, and the administration of other grants, is 
a major undertaking for the council. It has been necessary to redeploy 
staff into the Business Team to cope with this hugely important work, 
which means that response times in other areas may be slower than 
usual. Please bear this is mind if you encounter delays in any dealings 
with the Council.

Continued Financial Help for People Self-Isolating

Financial help for people who need to self-isolate has been extended 
until the end of June and expanded to include parents who need to 
have time off work to look after a child who is self-isolating. People who 
need to self-isolate are able to make a bid for funding from the ‘Test and 
Trace Support Payment Scheme’ which is administered by SCDC. Those 
who do not meet the criteria for this scheme are also able to apply for 
a discretionary payment of £500. Full details of the schemes and the 
eligibility criteria can be found here: www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/
financial-support-to-help-you-in-self-isolation. 

Mobile/Community Wardens Scheme 

Willingham now has a Mobile/Community Warden Scheme, supported 
by SCDC and run by Age UK. Mobile and Community Warden Schemes 
(sometimes called Community Care Schemes) have been set up to 
support older people to live independently in their homes and in the 
community they know, and which knows them. The Warden Schemes 
are complementary to statutory care services and do not duplicate 
or replace the medical or social care services that individuals may 
also require. They can help to combat loneliness and social isolation 
and can provide significant benefits to clients at relatively low cost 
and are seen by clients and their families as a vital community-
based service. Willingham’s Community Warden is Joanne Twinn 
on 07812 496002. More information is here: www.ageuk.org.uk/
cambridgeshireandpeterborough/our-services/community-wardens. 

‘Dangerous’ Barriers on New Bar Hill and Swavesey A14 Bridges

We’re supporting a campaign by Camcycle to remove the recently 
installed barriers on either end of the two new equestrian/pedestrian/
cycle bridges over the A14 at Bar Hill and Swavesey. Far from improving 
safety, the campaign argues that that the barriers represent a hazard, 
forcing users into conflict with each other and excludes disabled users, 
those with tandems and adapted cycles. They also argue that it ignores 
the latest design guidance. Non-motorised users from Willingham may 
have already encountered these barriers. More details can be found 
here: www.camcycle.org.uk/blog/2021/02/the-wrong-way-to-design-
for-people. 

An e-petition has been started, supported by Camcycle and the 
Swavesey and District Bridleway Association and can be found here: 
tinyurl.com/rsjvph28. 

Beyond Lockdown – Under 18s and Adult Basketball
Northstowe is planning on starting two basketball clubs, one for Under-
18s and one for adults in Northstowe and its surrounding villages with 
Living Sport (Active New Communities). Willingham residents would be 
very welcome. Living Sport has put out a tender to two local providers 
and is looking to start taster sessions in Northstowe in mid-April. If 
you or your teens are interested please contact Firouz Thompson on 
ftlibdem@gmail.com.

Bill Handley and Dawn Percival
Cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk 01954 200287 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bill.handley.54540 or www.facebook.
com/libdems3rdMay18. Twitter: @bill_handley55
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A Brief History of Willingham 1700 to 1900

Part 24 – Victorian Willingham – Inns, Pubs and Ale Houses

Reign of Queen Victoria, 1834 – 1901

Inns have existed in the village since the 17th century. Then 
you would have found the Five Bells on the Green and The 
George in what is now George Street. But the 1800s saw 
an astonishing increase in premises purely for drinking 
beer or ale. Although premises had to be licensed, it was 
relatively easy to convert the front parlour of a house to 
become an ale house. Several of them also brewed their 
own beer. 

In 1869 the Cambridge Independent Press published 
an analysis of the number of public houses per village 
population. Willingham and Swavesey tied for first place 
with one licensed house for every 61 of the population, 
which was then 1,630. It will come as no surprise to find 
there was also a Temperance Society!

The following list of 23 has been compiled using records 
from Herbert Norris’s History of Willingham of 1890 
together with census records researched by Anne Kirkman. 

Three Tuns Church Street                                    
Ringers Rest Church Street                                     
The Hoop Church Street                                     
Lord Nelson  Church Street                                     
Black Bull Station Road                                      
Vine Inn Green End                                          
Five Bells Inn The Green                                          
The Milkmaid Rampton End                                     
Jolly Millers Rampton End                                     
Kings Arms Rampton End
The George Inn George Street
Rose and Crown George Street
White Hart High Street
Duke of Wellington Church Street 
(before the Battle of Waterloo it was known as  
The Warrior)
Black Horse
Black Lion
King William
Live and Let Live
The Greyhound
The Windmill
The White Horse
The Plough
George and Dragon

I have shown the known street location of many of 
them but others are not recorded and there must have 
been more. Can anyone fill in the blanks? Please email 
willinghamnews@gmail.com if you know any of the 
missing locations or if you’re aware that your house was 
once used as an inn.

Many thanks to Jon Edney, Old Willingham, for the 
photographs.

Alan Fawcitt                                                                                          

Next time: Victorian Willingham – Schools 

The Three Tuns before it burnt down

Duke of Wellington and landlady

The George Inn
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David Wake 
Carpentry and Joinery 
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery 
• Doors and windows • Property repairs 

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112

01954 260224
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Willingham Social 
Club
Good news! We are looking forward 
to welcoming everyone back to the 
club, but this will take place in a 
cautious, gradual manner. Opening 

times to be released soon.
Now is a good time to make sure you have your annual 

membership in place as, amongst the first events we hold, 
will be live music in the members only bar. 

Dates dependent, these will probably be seated events 
with limited numbers and members will take preference. 
Wednesday Bingo, open to everyone over 18, will also be 
amongst the first events. See Village posters in the Post 
Office and Library.

Membership is only £15 a year or £7.50 for over 65s. This 
entitles you to free members events, cheaper bar prices 
and access to the members bar for snooker, darts etc.

Our facebook page is the best place for regular 
updates, but of course we have a website too for general 
information: www.willinghamsocialclub.co.uk. 

You can download a membership application form and 
post it to us while we are closed, for the attention of the 
next committee meeting.

Onwards and Upwards!

Lynda Blunt

Willingham Sustainability Group – 
Food Waste

I’m writing this in Food Waste Action Week (1 to 7 March) 
and I thought about World War 2. My parents lived through 
the war and so they would be familiar with ration books. 
For younger readers, these books were issued in 1940 after 
every household provided details of family members; food 
was scarce during wartime so the government wanted 
everybody to get their fair share and to stop price rises 
and people hoarding. In order to get food you had to go 
to a designated shop with an identity card and your ration 
book and could only buy what was allowed by your ‘ration.’ 
Rationing only ended in 1954. My thoughts turned to the 
war because I was struck by the contrast with life today. 
We take for granted that large supermarkets will have so 
much and such a wide variety of food always available.

But there’s a big problem, for while we are fortunate 
to have so much food to consume, 4.5 million tonnes of 
edible food is just discarded by households in the UK each 
year. Households account for 70% of all edible food waste. 
Between 15% and 24% of food people pay for in shops is 
thrown away. In total, wasted food costs the country £19 
billion a year and on average £720 for every household. 
Every day we throw away about 20 million slices of bread, 
4.4 million potatoes, 1.2 million tomatoes, 2.7 million 
whole carrots, 3.1 million glasses of milk, 920,000 whole 
bananas…...

Then there’s a much bigger problem, for about 30% of 
the damage inflicted on our planet, call it global warming, 
climate change or greenhouse gas emissions, is caused by 
our food production. We are obviously not able to stop 
eating but what if we stopped throwing food away? The 
4.5 million tonnes of food being wasted in UK households 
creates the same pollution as 2.4 million cars; it causes 
more damage to the environment than flying. Not wasting 
the 710,000 tonnes of potatoes each year would have the 
same effect as planting 5.4 million trees. 

Reducing food waste is one way to help save the 
planet. To find out how to reduce food waste go to: www.
willinghamlife.org/food-waste. 

To get in touch: willinghamsustainability@gmail.com. 
Information sourced from wrap.org.uk. 

Mike Tidball

Willingham  
Women’s  
Institute
Our next meeting will be via Zoom on Monday 12 April 
with David G Allen – Manners Please Dearest.

David is a writer and storyteller on Victorian Etiquette 
and the Language of the Fan. The Zoom link will be 
emailed to members a few days beforehand.

Our Zoom sessions so far have been successful and 
quite well-attended. If you are a member and would like 
to participate but are unsure about using Zoom, please 
contact us by email or give Jane a ring on 01954 202069. 
In normal times, we meet on the second Monday of the 
month at 7 30 pm in the Social Club. If you would like 
to join us, please email and we will keep you up to date. 
When restrictions allow we will consider re-starting 
walking groups.

Our WI is large and friendly. It’s a great way for women 
in the village to socialise and get to know new people. 
Why not give it a try?

Contact email: willinghamwi28@gmail.com.

Book Quiz Answers
1. Margaret Mitchell 
2. William Shakespeare 
3. Kenneth Grahame  
4. Rachel Carson 
5. David Mitchell 
6. Ernest Hemingway 
7. Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie  
8. Hans Christian 
Andersen 
9. John le Carre 
10. Maeve Binchy
Answer to egg-cellent 
Easter records: 
1b; 2e; 3c; 4a; 5d
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CELEBRATION DAYS IN APRIL
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CELEBRATION DAYS IN APRIL 
 

1 April APRIL FOOL’S DAY – In 1957 the BBC’s Panorama programme, narrated by the distinguished 
broadcaster, Richard Dimbleby, featured a Swiss family harvesting spaghetti from a tree! 

2 April GOOD FRIDAY is a Christian religious holiday marking the crucifixion of Jesus. 
3 April UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE, between Cambridge and Oxford universities, will take place on the Great 

Ouse at Ely this year for the first time since 1944. It’s the 166th men’s and 75th women’s races. 
theboatrace.org 

4 April EASTER SUNDAY celebrates the resurrection of Jesus.  
6 April INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SPORT FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT – Today, in 1896, the first modern 

Olympic Games took place. 
7 April WORLD HEALTH DAY – Each year the World Health Organisation highlights a specific area of concern. 

This year’s theme is Protect Health From Climate Change. 
11 – 17 

April 
PARKINSON’S AWARENESS WEEK’s theme this year is Mental Health in Parkinson’s. 
parkinsonscare.org.uk 

12 April INTERNATIONAL DAY OF HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT is the annual celebration of the anniversary of the 
first human space flight by Yuri Gagarin in 1961. 

13 April WORLD SCRABBLE DAY – This popular board game is sold in 121 countries in 29 different language 
versions. 

19 – 30 
April 

THE BIG PEDAL – On each day of this challenge, schools compete to see who can record the greatest 
number of pupils, staff and parents cycling, walking, scooting or using a wheelchair to school. 
bigpedal.org.uk 

20 April CHINESE LANGUAGE DAY – Chinese is one of the six official languages of the UN. Around 1.3 billion 
people speak some form of Chinese. Standard Mandarin is the official language of mainland China and 
Taiwan. 

21 April QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY – Elizabeth Alexandra Mary of the House of Windsor was born today in 1926. 
NATIONAL TEA DAY – Britain consumes more than 60 billion cups of tea a year! nationalteaday.co.uk 

22 April INTERNATIONAL MOTHER EARTH DAY – Visit earthday.org and join over a billion participants around 
the world. Together We Will Restore Our Earth. 

23 April ST GEORGE’S DAY – According to legend, the patron saint of England killed a dragon and saved a 
princess!  
ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAY – Today is William Shakespeare’s birthday, so it’s also SHAKESPEARE DAY 
and WORLD BOOK & COPYRIGHT DAY. Tonight it’s WORLD BOOK NIGHT which celebrates its 10th 
anniversary with the theme Books To Make You Smile. worldbooknight.org 
NATIONAL ASPARAGUS DAY marks the start of the short English asparagus season which lasts just two 
months. 

24 – 30 
April 

WORLD IMMUNISATION WEEK – While the world focuses on important new vaccines to protect 
against COVID-19, there remains a need to ensure routine vaccinations are not missed. who.int 

24 April INTERNATIONAL MARCONI DAY is a 24-hour amateur radio event which celebrates the Italian wireless 
communications pioneer, Guglie Imo Marconi. 

25 April ANZAC DAY commemorates the contributions of the Australian and New Zealand armed forces during 
the First World War. It is a national public holiday in these two countries. 

26 April  
to 2 May 

NATIONAL GARDENING WEEK – The Royal Horticultural Society is committed to continue to help and 
support the nation to get gardening and grow a new generation of gardeners. rhs.org.uk  

26 April DRIVE IT DAY, to support Childline, is organised by the British Historic Vehicle Clubs. Yesterday’s 
Vehicles Supporting Today’s Children. driveitday.co.uk 

28 April STOP FOOD WASTE DAY – Of all the food produced globally, 33% is wasted each year. 
stopfoodwasteday.com 

29 April ON YOUR FEET BRITAIN – On this national activity awareness day, desk-based workers across Britain 
can take part in a variety of fun activities.  onyourfeetday.com 

30 April INTERNATIONAL JAZZ DAY – UNESCO wants to highlight jazz and its diplomatic role in uniting people in 
all corners of the globe. Its Ambassador is the legendary jazz pianist and composer, Herbie Hancock. 
jazzday.com 
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Our salon offers all aspects of  
hairdressing including wedding hair 
with a personal touch. We can come 

to you on your special day. 
Tel: 0011995544  226600222244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Experience with vulnerable people. 
 

M: 07562 212056   T: 01487 842968 
E: hello@epshomeworks.co.uk 

W: epshomeworks.co.uk 

Home & Garden 
Handyman Services 

Reliable. 
 

Honest. 
 

Local. 
 

Friendly 

 QUALITY, insured workmanship 

 Internal and external works  
at very competitive pricing. 

undertaken. No job is too small. 

 ENHANCED DBS security checked. 
 Discount schemes offered. 
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Bespoke
Conservatories

Composite
Doors

Casement
Windows

01954 770770   |   www.elglaze.co.uk

Windows - Doors - Conservatories & more

Your home. Our heritage.

QUICK ESTIMATE

www.elglaze.co.uk/estimate

CONSERVATION

AREA APPROVED

Sash
Windows

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Gas   •   Bathrooms 
Water Softeners   •   Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk

Willingham News Jan 2021.qxp_Willingham News  14/12/2020  10:54  Page 22

Stay safe, 

observe social distancing and 

wash hands regularly
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Please notify Willingham News of any changes

Council and                   Parish Council (See full details on page 14)                                                                                                                    01954 261027 
Community                   County Councillor                                                                       Tim Wotherspoon   timothy.wotherspoon@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
                                        District Councillor                                                                       Dawn Percival         07948 683599 / cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk 
                                        District Councillor                                                                       Bill Handley             01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk 
                                        Willingham Community Planning Group                                Chris Chesher                                              chrispchesher@aol.com 
Services                          Police                                                                                                                                                                                                        101  
                                        Surgery                                                                                                                                                                                  01954 260230  
                                        Dispensary for repeat prescription requests                                                                                                                  01954 207602 
                                        Library                                                                                                                                                                                  0345 045 5225 
                                        Pharmacy                                                                                                                                                                              01954 261787 
                                        Over Surgery                                                                                                                                                                        01954 231550 
                                        Urgent Care Cambridgeshire                                                                                                                                                                111 
                                        Community Warden                                                                  Joanne Twinn             wardens@ageukcap.org.uk  07812 496002 
Schools                           Primary School                                                                            Mr Dave Morel                                                              01954 283030 
                                        Willingham Out Of School Club (3–6 pm only)                      Mrs M Lenk                                                                   01954 283033 
                                        School Governors Chairperson                                                 Katy Stevenson                             chair@willingham.cambs.sch.uk 
                                        School Association                                                                      c/o school                                                                      01954 283030 
                                        British School Trust                                                                     Ray Croucher                                                                 01954 261113 
Children                         Beavers, Cubs and Scouts                                                          Matt Haigh              adventure@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk 
                                        Honeypot Pre‐School (term‐time only)                                   Mrs Kate Van Dort                                                        01954 201567 
                                        Koala Kidz                                                                                     Mrs Edith Jeffrey                                                           01954 260046 
                                        Guides and Rangers                                                                    Lynn McGoff                               willinghamguides@hotmail.co.uk  
                                        Messy Church                                                                              Margaret Edney                                                            07528 193858 
                                        First Steps                                                                                     Vicky Page                                                   vickypage85@gmail.com 
                                        TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group)                                    Katy Gilbert                                                                   01954 261922 
                                        Little Notes Music Group (0‐4 years)                                       Lisa Adcock                                                                    07949 062360 
                                        KFC Kid’s Friday Club Years 1‐6 (Baptist Church)                   Lorriane Bald                                                                 01954 261189  
Halls                                Ploughman Hall Bookings                                                          through Parish Council                                                01954 261027 
                                        Wilford Furlong Centre                                                                                                                                                       01954 261445 
                                        The Octagon                                                                                Gillian Beal                                                       admin@5folds.org.uk 
                                        Baptist Bookings and Rentals                                                    Emma Launchbury                                                       01954 263108 
                                        Willingham Social Club Bookings                                             Lynne Sadler                                                                  01954 260557 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com 
                                        Willingham Youth Centre bookings                                                                             email: enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org 
Local                                Allotments                                                                                             Sue Ayling                                                                               01954 260718 
Representatives           Billavincea Lodge 8719                                                              Mr M Scrivener                                                             01480 413533 
                                        Fen Edge Community Association                                            Eileen Wilson                                                    chair@fenedge.co.uk 
                                        Over & District Royal British Legion                                         Jane Matthews                                                             07983 630265  
                                                                                                                                                                                                          overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com 
                                        OWLS Community Car Scheme                                                Lorraine Hunt                                                                07505 254363  
                                        Willingham Action Group (WAG)                                             Mike Tidball                                                                   01954 260647 
                                        Willingham Combined Charities                                               Kassia Bunnett                                     k.bunnett@googlemail.com 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        07969 541095 
                                        Willingham RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser                               Graham Atherton                                                         01954 260331 
                                        Willingham Bee Group Chairman                                            Steve Smith                                                                   07795 215071 
Clubs                               Friends of Willingham Library (FOWL)                                                                                    willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com 
                                        Gardening Club                                                                           Mrs C Bailey                                                                  01954 260794 
                                        WBC Youth Club (Baptist Church Years 7‐9)                           Bev Thomas                                                                   01954 789230 
                                        Willingham Dance Club                                                              Teresa Weston                           willinghamdanceclub@gmail.com 
                                        Willingham Social Club                                                              Lynne Sadler                                                                  01954 260557 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com 
                                        Willingham Jam Club                                                                  Julian Eales                                                                    01954 201818 
                                        Willingham Photography Club                                                  Steve Harding                                                                07595 668161 
                                        Willingham Running Club                                                          Monica Garcia                                  gcompass.monica@gmail.com 
                                        Willingham Walkers                                                                    Mike Tidball                                                                   01954 260647 
                                        Willingham Youth Club                                                              Bonnie Twiss                                                  bonnietwiss@me.com  
                                        Women’s Institute                                                                      Wendy Law                                                                    01954 202188 
Sport                               Angling                                                                                          Colin Dodd                                                                    07773 719330 
                                        Badminton                                                                                   Sarah Custance                                                             01954 202005 
                                        Bowls Club                                                                                    Ian Bissett (Sec)                                              ianbissett@gmail.com  
                                                                                                                                                                                               Willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com 
                                        Cricket Club                                                                                  Mr R Ambrose                                                               01954 610113 
                                        Cycling Club – www.willinghamwheels.com                          Paul Knighton                                                               07787 530394  
                                        Ladies’ Hockey                                                                             Teresa Hutchcraft                                                         01954 260177 
                                        Tennis Club                                                                                   John Graham                                                                 01954 231968 
                                        Willingham Diamonds Netball Club                                         Emma Byrom                                                                01954 202481 
                                        Willingham Running Club                                                          Gerry Mears                                                                  07511 131645 
                                        Willingham Sports Pavilion                                                       through Parish Council                                                01954 261027 
                                        Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football)                            Jamie Smith (Sec)                                                         01954 261141 
Churches                        Mothers’ Union                                                                           Mrs Sue Hayden                                                           01954 260363 
                                        Baptist Church                                                                             Emma Launchbury                                                       01954 260538 
                                        Methodists (Ministerial Contact)                                             Rev Simon Oliver                                                          07554 202929 
                                        Roman Catholic Priest                                                                Rev Thomas J Walton                                                  01480 462192 
                                        Parish Church                                                                               Simon Gill                                                         admin@5folds.org.uk 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        01954 230434

VILLAGE DIRECTORY
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Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

At Uttridge Accounting we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

• Accounts Preparation
• Self Assessment
• Taxation Advice
• Business Start-ups
• Business Planning
• Payroll Services
• Online Accounting

For professional accounting 
expertise, attentive personal 
service and great value for 
money, contact us today. 

01954 263000
info@uttridge-accounting.co.uk
www.uttridge-accounting.co.uk

Call for a brochure  or to speak to one 
of our specialists 01954 261431

or visit our website  
vintagetravel.co.uk

HANDPICKEDHANDPICKED

VILLAS WITH POOLSVILLAS WITH POOLS

A selection of beautiful individual villas & 
houses with pools in tranquil settings & areas 

of traditional local culture.

GREECE • SPAIN • LANZAROTE • BALEARICS • PORTUGAL  
TURKEY • FRANCE • ITALY • CROATIA • CYPRUS V5643

2787

Your Local Travel Company
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