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HOME AND GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Call 07775 725118
or 01954 203569

A1

J & G BLINDS
CONSERVATORY &
WINDOW BLINDS

SEALED UNITS
AWNINGS

Tel: 01954 261149
Mobiles: 07847 559208 / 9
Email: sales@jandgblinds.com

www.cottenhamcomputers.co.uk
For�all�computer�related�problems�give�us�a�ring!�

We�cover�Willingham�&�surrounding�towns�&�villages�

We�will�come�to�your�home�or�business�to�fix�your�computer

Computer�running�very�slow
Can’t�access�the�Internet
Can’t�access�your�email
Windows�won’t�boot
Computer�infected�with�viruses
Network�Wi-Fi�connection�Issues
Computer�crashing

Got�any�of�these�issues?

We�don�t�charge�a�fortune
So�give�us�a�call�TODAY!�We�wont�bite!

With�over�16�years�experience
it�is�likely�we�have�seen�your
problem�before.�We�are�happy�
to�advise�you�free�over�the�phone..

Working�all�day?�Then�we�can�collect�and�deliver�FREE�to�and�from�your�work�place*
*�Within�10Miles�of�Willingham

Call�the�experts�for�good�honest�advice

ALAN’S CARPETS
CARPETS & VINYL FLOORING

since 1973

Showroom: No. 1 Station Road, Swavesey
or samples to your home
CALL 01954 232298
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To contact local police, phone 101 or email:
histon.npt@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Advertising
Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into
12 issues beginning in January. Send any advertising
queries or copy to: advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk,
marking your e-mails Adverts. The Willingham News team
wishes to thank all the advertisers for their support and
interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this
publication and also in our community as local
businesses supplying goods and services. If  you contact
an advertiser, please mention that you saw their
advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you all very
much.
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Willingham News is a subsidiary of  Willingham News Ltd
and is edited and distributed entirely by volunteers. We do
our best to ensure the accuracy of  the content of  all
submissions and reserve the right to edit or omit articles at
our discretion. The views expressed in readers’ letters are
not necessarily those of  the editorial team.
We rely on articles submitted by village residents for the
content of  each magazine. We don’t often go looking for
news items so we’re happy to receive any articles or letters
of  local interest. If  you have a newsworthy item to share or
would like to write about a special village event, send it to
us at willinghamnews@gmail.com as an email attachment
of  up to 250 words (no pdfs) to arrive before the monthly
deadline.
The Editorial Team comprises: Liz Cosford, Jane Dowle,
Wendy Law, Frances Watts,  James Watts and Trevor
Weston.

The deadline is 8th of each month.

PLEASE NOTE:
Back issues of  Willingham News from October 2005 to the
present (with the exception of  March 2006) are now
available on the Willingham Life website run by WAG:
www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham-magazine
back-issues
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Mark Bird
Electrical contractor
NICEIC Domestic Installer
Part P Approved
Tel: 01480 493008
Mobile: 07961 505189
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
J. L. Wight

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued
Advice given/problems solved
01954 253315

www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR 

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE,
EXHAUSTS, TYRES

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk
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General Building & Plastering Services
Jon Bullock

30 Rook Grove, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5EZ
Tel: 01954 261838 Mobile: 07867 965688
Email: jon.jbalterations@gmail.com

plastering/dry lining/screeding/rendering/general building

Specialists in Shellac nails, Manicures & Pedicures, Spray Tanning,

Hair removal, Facials and Massage.

Stockists of Elemis Skincare, Sp@home and much more...

Gift Vouchers now available online at

wwwwwwwww.www.ewww.enwww.engwww.englwww.engliwww.engliswww.englishwww.englishrwww.englishrowww.englishroswww.englishrosewww.englishrosebwww.englishrosebewww.englishrosebeawww.englishrosebeauwww.englishrosebeautwww.englishrosebeautywww.englishrosebeautyhwww.englishrosebeautyhowww.englishrosebeautyhouwww.englishrosebeautyhouswww.englishrosebeautyhousewww.englishrosebeautyhouse.www.englishrosebeautyhouse.cwww.englishrosebeautyhouse.cowww.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uwww.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.ukwww.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  

 

   Alpha 
   Cars
   01954
   23 23 00
www.alphacarsonline.co.uk

· Corporate Accounts Welcome  · Nights Out
· Airport Transfers  · Village to Village

Your local, reliable taxi �rm
 think taxi, think Alpha Cars
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Arthur’s Shed – Sharing
Time and Talents 

I would like to welcome you all to ‘Arthur’s Shed’. It is a
studio room located in the landscaped gardens at the Arthur
Rank hospice providing an alternative space for all to enjoy.
Our vision is for the wider community and people
connected to the hospice to come together in a safe, warm
and friendly venue.
Volunteers offer their time and talents to deliver a
programme of  wide-ranging activities from woodwork to
flower arranging, to less structured informal sessions where
attendees can learn from bespoke sessions on basic
budgeting skills, cookery for pleasure, or one-to-one
sessions to understand how to e-mail or shop online. 
We now have a dedicated webpage and to view the
activities list you can book on to, visit arhc.org.uk/arthurs-
shed or call 01223 675777.  

Willingham Photography Club
We meet every month in the Baptist Church. We aim to learn

more about photography and to enjoy ourselves!

The next meeting will be on  
20 May  8 – 10 pm      

The theme of  the meeting is Partially Open Door, with the
second half  of  the meeting to be confirmed

The programme of  events and topics is subject to change;
please refer to our website for the most recent details.
Technical questions and answers will be invited. Tea and 

coffee will be served.
We cordially invite anyone who enjoys photography to come
along and see what is on offer. Your expertise level does not
matter, nor does the nature of  your camera. Membership is

£20 for six months but the first month is free.

For further information, please contact Steve Harding on
07595 668161 or have a look at our website: 

www.willinghamphotoclub.org.uk

Willingham Combined
Charity

Invites applications for a one-bedroom bungalow which is
becoming available at Josiah Smith Bungalows.
To be eligible you need to be either:
• a woman over the age of  60
• born in the village
• and in need, hardship or distress
Or
• a person who has resided in Willingham for not less than
two years.

• and in need, hardship or distress
Application forms may be obtained from Miss K Bunnett
(Clerk, Willingham Combined Charity).
Tel. 01954 203432 e-mail k.bunnett@googlemail.com.
Completed applications must be received no later than

Tuesday 30 April.

Let’s Get Moving in
Willingham

‘Let’s Get Moving Cambridgeshire’ is an initiative which
identifies and shares opportunities, develops new sessions
and supports people to be more physically active. Ellen
Bridges, the Physical Activity Coordinator for South Cambs
District Council, would like to know if  anyone would like
help setting up a new physical activity group/session in
Willingham. If  you are interested please get in touch with
Ellen at ellen.bridges@scambs.gov.uk or call 01954 713294.
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45 Viking Way, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB23 8EL

IJC is a family run Cambridgeshire 
business with over 30 years’ experience.

We offer a comprehensive range of 
domestic and small commercial works 
across all forms of building, plumbing, 
heating and renewable services.

call us on: 01954 782920
or visit: www.ijcbuildingservices.co.uk

we’ve got your home 
improvements covered

PLUMBING & HEATING

BUILDING SERVICES

fit a new boiler 

upgrade your heating system  

annual service for your boiler

bathroom & kitchen installation 

new build 

home renovation

 WE’RE HIRING! Contact us for permanent  or subcontract vacancies

O’MALLEY SOLICITORS
Family Law Specialists

Divorce • Matrimonial Property & Finances • Co-habitation Dis-
putes • Civil Partnership Dissolution • Children Matters

Prenuptial Agreements. Domestic Injunctions
Separation Agreements

For a sympathetic and sensitive approach to the most emotional
of legal problems, contact us on 01954 202075.

84 Rampton Road, Willingham, Cambridge, CB24 5JQ
Tel: 01954 202075 E-mail: omalleysolicitors@googlemail.com

Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
SRA No: 318339
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Over Day Centre – Vacancy
For New Trustee

Over Day Centre is a registered charity that provides
professional care, catering to individual needs, in an
environment that is friendly, engaging and health and safety
conscious. Established in 1989, we have many years of
experience in the care sector and now serve a much larger
South Cambridgeshire population than just the village of
Over.
We support our clients in their desire to maintain social
interaction and to stay as independent and active as
possible. Our services also provide much needed support
and/or respite for carers and families. 
Over Day Centre is looking for a new trustee to join the
forward-looking board, with an interest in enhancing
facilities and services for the elderly. While some
experience of  governance would be an advantage, we are
looking for a new team member able to contribute to
overseeing and leading on the development of  the Centre.
Some experience in human resource management would be
a plus – but this is not a pre-requisite. 
The Centre has a strong band of  volunteers, who help in
a wide range of  ways, and is strong financially. It organises
a wide range of  events both to benefit clients and to
develop links with local businesses and organisations.
For more information please contact the Day Centre by
phone 01954 231807 or email admin@overdaycentre.co.uk
and our Chairman, Steve Couper, will get back to you.

Old Willingham

A rather poignant picture this month. It is the day the
Salvation Army moved to their new hall on Silver Street.
Originally the Salvation Army hut was on the east side of
Long Lane, opposite Short Lane. Then it moved to a larger
hall on the west side. Eventually the modern new hall was
built and the day of  opening arrived. At the top we see the
Army band assembled at the old hall, closed for the last
time, and at the bottom Mrs Freda Few leads the procession
into the new facility amid crowds of  onlookers. It is sad that
the hall has now closed but the Salvation Army continues to
do wonderful work both locally and nationally.
As a result of  researching the date of  the opening, I
received the following letter:
The Salvation Army Church was opened on 19 July 1969. The

ribbon was cut by Mr George Mustill. All the money raised for this
came from the generosity of  the village. Mr Charlie Barton gave the
land (where his shop stood) and every Saturday afternoon Cecil
Collis (my dad) and his team of  willing workers would be off  on his
lorry to collect all the old newspapers and take them to the waste
paper company in Cambridge for cash.
Ray Munns would do a furniture auction of  donated furniture

while Jean, his lovely wife, would hand over her kitchen to the ladies
of  the corps to make and sell tea and cake. It was hard work but it
was all paid for by the opening day.
May I take this opportunity to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone

who helped and supported us then and over the years.

Daphne Watts

See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com/.
If  you have stories or memories about this picture, please
contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@
oldwillingham.com.

Old Faithful Gets a Facelift
As many who read the article about Old Faithful in Willingham
News of  May 2017 will recall, the clock in the church tower  –
affectionately known as Old Faithful – was paid for by public
subscription marking the Golden Jubilee of  Queen Victoria and has
since been owned and maintained by the Parish Council. You may
have noticed a difference if  you’ve walked past the church recently
as Phil King explains.

After more than 130 years of  service ‘Old Faithful’ decided
late in 2018 that enough was enough and, despite several
attempts to revive it, the hands remained stubbornly fixed
at a quarter past eight. Smiths of  Derby were recommended
as the experts in the field and were asked to make an
inspection.
Smiths had the advantage of  not only being experts but
also the company that had acquired the original
manufacturer of  the clock, Potts and Son. That gave them
access to some of  the original drawings and tooling. Their
recommendation was for a complete overhaul of  the
mechanism and refurbishment of  the face to restore the
original colours.
The work commenced at the beginning of  April. At the
time of  writing it is not complete as some components need
replacement and will have to be specially manufactured to
the original specification. Hopefully, it will not take too
long and before May is out, we will have our old friend back
in full working order.

Phil King
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Willingham Windmill Open
Days

National Mills Weekend 

Saturday 11 May and
Sunday 12 May 2 – 5 pm
Come and support your
local windmill over National
Mills Weekend this year.
Cattell’s Mill, built in
1828, is one of  the largest
smock mills in East Anglia
and is situated in Mill Road
off  Berrycroft. Visitors are
welcome from 2 to 5 pm for
this year’s National Mills
Weekend on Saturday 11
and Sunday 12 May when
many of  the country’s other
wind and watermills open

their doors to the public.
View our mini exhibition about the history of  the
windmill and see the progress of  the restoration so far.
Cream teas, cakes and refreshments will be served from
our cafe to raise funds for the upkeep and restoration. A
‘mill to mill’ radio link will be run once again courtesy of
Cambridge Amateur Radio Society who have supported us
every year for over 15 years.
All proceeds go to the Cattell’s Mill Restoration and
Preservation Trust who are, as always, extremely grateful to
all our supporters and volunteers. 

Cattell’s Mill

Willingham Gardening Club
Next Meeting: Monday 6 Maywhen our speaker Rosemary
Buisseret will be speaking on Plant Heritage. There will be
plants for sale. 
The Gardening Club meets at 7 30 pm in the Social Club
on the first Monday of  the month, except January and
August. New members are always welcome. A reminder
that annual subscriptions of  £20 are now due. Visitors and
guests can attend any meeting for £2. Please call Celia on
01954 261394 or simply turn up to a meeting. 

Excursions
Our first excursion this year is on Saturday 8 June –
Wakehurst Mansion and Botanic Gardens 
Saturday 13 July – Oakham and Barnsdale Gardens –
Cost: £25
Saturday 28 September – Knebworth House and Park –
Cost: £17 – coach. Entry to the house is £12 and must be
paid in advance and is non-returnable as the Club has to
pay this beforehand. 
Thursday 21 November – Christmas Shopping to Birm-
ingham – Cost: £23.

Contact Celia on 01954 261394 for bookings. 

Willingham 100 Years Ago
After the VAD hospital closed in April 1919 the remaining
contents had to be disposed of, and on 30 May CW
Underwood placed an advertisement in the Cambridge
Independent Press describing the items which he would be
auctioning off  in the near future.
The most important of  these was a large (27’ by 15’6”)
timber built structure which had been used by the
convalescent soldiers as a recreation room, but lesser
general effects included: A Very Large Lamp and Frame
With Brass Reservoir; 4 Large Tin Boilers with Strainers;
Bagatelle Board, Balls and Cue; Stove with Piping and Kerb;
5 Feather Pillows, 13 other ditto, 7 Bolsters; 32 Men’s
Coloured Day Shirts and 8 Pairs of  Pants. 

Anne Kirkman

Cricket Club Quiz
As always, all 15 teams had a good night’s quizzing.

Winners: Nice but Dim
Second: Densa

Third: Salty Peanuts.

Next quizzes are:
Fridays 12 July, 13 September, 6 December

Charity Cycle Rides
Don’t forget Sunday 16 June is the date for the combined
Willingham Wheels and Swavesey & Over Cycling Group
charity rides. All proceeds to Over Day Centre.
Two rides: 
• Marked 50-mile challenge route through local villages,
with cycle repair and first-aid support. Suggested
donation £20 per rider. Registration 8 to 9 am, to start 9
10 am.

• 8.5-mile route along cycleways and busway, for family
and casual riders. Suggested donation £10 per family
(any size); £5 adult individual; £2 under-18. Registration
10 to 11 am, to start 11 10 am. Certificates and medals
for all children completing the course. 

Note: There will be a free refreshments stand provided at
the turnaround point on the family ride at the St Ives car
park end of  the busway. All under-18 riders must wear a
helmet and be accompanied by an adult.
Both rides will start at ODC and end at The Green in
Over at about 12 noon for a lively social finish with rock
band, refreshments, food and bar marquees.   

To register online go to www.overdaycentre.co.uk/bike-
ride, pop into Over Day Centre, 1 Drings Close, Over,
Cambridge, CB24 5NZ any time or on the day, or call 07787
530394. 
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Book Quiz
Answers on page 17
For no particular reason at all I thought books having the
word love in the title might be just right for the May book
quiz. See if  you can guess the authors.

Young Readers’
Corner

!
!
!!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

General Knowledge
Crossword by Willow

Solution on page 17

This piece is
by Bronwyn in
Reception at
the Primary
School.

Apologies to
Emily who
wrote last
month’s story.

Wolf  Facts
Inspired by Bronwyn’s letter to the Big Bad Wolf  here are
some wolf  facts for all you wolf  lovers. 

1. Wolves are the ancestors of  all modern breeds of
domestic dog.

2. A wolf  can eat 10kg of  food at one meal – that’s one fifth
of  its body weight.

3. In winter wolves tend to hunt in packs of  10 to 15.
4. Wolves hunt mainly in the daytime for rodents, birds,
sheep and goats.

5. A pack of  wolves can hunt for large animals like moose,
caribou and yaks.

6. Wolves yip and howl to call to one another.
7. Some wolves, like the maned wolf, are shy and hunt
alone.

8. A maned wolf  stands at 1.2 m tall.
9. The Arctic wolf  can survive in temperatures of  –50°C.
10. A wolf  can run at a top speed of  65 kph (40 mph).

And finally, where might you find wolves in Willingham?
Send your answer and any other favourite wolf  facts to:
willinghamnews@gmail.com.

 
     

    

!  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14

15

16 17 18

19

20 21

22

Across
1.   1085m high landmark
overlooking Cape Town
(5,8)

8.   Elongated fish (3)
9.   Parisian Cathedral (5-4)
10.Former name of  German
Shepherd (8)

11.Mr Collins from Genesis
(4)

13.Slowly in music (6)
14.David Bowie's 12th studio
album (6)

16.70s band led by Marc
Bolan (1,3)

17.Monkey from Central and
South America (8)

20.Filled corn tortilla (9)
21.Weapon made from bent
wood (3)

22.Saw-toothed scissors (7,6)

Down
1.   Eighth letter of  the
Greek alphabet (5)

2.   Orange ball on a pole by a
zebra crossing (7,6)

3.   Physicist who developed
the theory of  relativity (8)

4.   Criminal denied legal
protection (6)

5.   Christmas (4)
6.   Fear of  spiders (13)
7.   Chalk stacks off  the Ise of
Wight (7)

12.Leave in a will (8)
13.Most populous city in
Belgium (7)

15.Port and US air base
during the Vietnam War
(2,4)

18.Semi-aquatic salamanders
(5)

19.Nickname for a New
Zealander (4)

1. P.S. I Love You
2. Love in a Cold Climate
3. Love in the Time of  Cholera
4. From Russia with Love
5. Women in Love
6. Puppy Love

7. Enduring Love
8. Love’s Labour’s Lost
9. Love Story
10. To Sir, with Love

Christine Lacey
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Station Road Speed Limit Change

There has been positive progress by Cambridgeshire
County Council to extend the existing 30 mph speed limit
on Station Road to the south of  Westfield (towards the
Park-and-Ride), including the placement of  adequate
signage. This should be in place by the time you read this.

Loss of  the Set-Aside Field

The loss of  the set-aside field behind the Recreation
Ground has been a loss to the village, in particular the dog
walking fraternity who are keen for the identification of  an
alternative solution. At the time of  writing options are still
being investigated and remain a challenge, but at least this
issue is eased with access to footpaths in the countryside,
including the footpath towards Over that is approached
through what was the set-aside field.

Willingham Youth Trust Pop-Up Café 

The Parish Council has supported a grant application for
the Willingham Youth Trust to provide a pop-up café at the
Youth Centre, which is intended to be a benefit to all of  our
community. The opening times are expected to initially be
over a number of  weekends, with the possibility of
extending this if  the café becomes viable. It is understood
that, apart from the normal tea, coffee and soft drinks, there
would be a tuck shop serving healthy snacks and sweet
treats to start with (which may include locally baked cakes).  
The Youth Trust is advertising for volunteers to assist
with the café on the Willingham Facebook page (and in this
month’s magazine). This sounds like an exciting venture and
hopefully parishioners will support this novel idea.   

Parish Clock Refurbishment

The Council undertook the identification of  a suitable
company who had the capability of  repairing and
refurbishing the clock at the Parish Church. Work started in

April and hopefully you will be hearing its chimes once
again this month. 

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled to be held at the
Octagon at 7 30 pm on Wednesday 15 May. This meeting
is open to all Willingham parishioners and is an opportunity
to speak on matters that are pertinent to the parish. At the
meeting reports will also be received from our District and
County Councillors, along with those from our village
bodies (such as clubs, charities and services). The details of
previous minutes of  Annual Parish meetings can be found
on the Willingham Parish Council website.
willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Meeting dates are published on the website, the notice
board outside the public hall in the High Street, at the
library and are listed below. Members of  the public are
welcome to attend and speak briefly or ask questions.
Names will be taken down at the beginning of  each
meeting, together with the electoral register number to
ensure everyone has a fair chance to speak within the
allowed time (15 minutes in total for all speakers – three
mins maximum per person).
Meeting Dates: 1 May (Annual Meeting of  the Parish
Council), 15 May (Annual Parish Meeting). The meetings
are held in the Octagon and they start at 7 30 pm.

The parish council office is open Monday to Thursday from
10 am to 1 pm, except Bank Holidays and there is an
answer-phone service outside office hours.
The contact details are: Parish Council Office,
Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham CB24 5LP.
Tel. 01954 261027.
E-mail clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Clerk:  Mrs Mandy Powell

From the Parish Council
www.willingham-pc.org.uk

Contact Details:
Your current Parish Councillors and their contact details (in alphabetical order) are:

J Anderson                                                                                   cllr.anderson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  01954 203344
S Anderson                                                                                  cllr.sanderson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                01954 201589
D Carlton          Parish Council Vice Chairman                       cllr.carlton@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                     07951 211233
A Cook                                                                                        cllr.cook@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                         01954 260325
S Croft                                                                                         cllr.croft@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                         01954 201829
R Croucher      Lead Councillor Halls                                     cllr.croucher@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                 07881 521041
N Harris                                                                                      cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                       07792 611226
L King               Lead Councillor Leisure and Amenities       cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                        01954 260780
P King               Parish Council Chairman                               cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                       01954 260780
D Law               Planning Committee Chairman                     cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                           01954 202188
R Manning       Lead Councillor Greens and Boundaries      cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                  01954 261235
B Mansfield       Lead Councillor Cemetery                             cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                01954 261540
J Smith                                                                                         cllr.smith@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                        01954 261141
R Tassell                                                                                    cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      07974 673836
J Watson                                                                                      cllr.watson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                     01954 200245
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In this new series Alan Fawcitt tells the story of  Willingham as it
grew from a small settlement in the Middle Ages to a thriving village
over 500 years. Its location midway between the important cities of
Ely and Cambridge gave it significance throughout this period as
Alan explains. 

Introduction
In medieval times the clergy were the only fully literate
people in the village and we have a remarkable record of
the Rectors of  Willingham covering this period in a paper
presented to the Cambridge Antiquarian Society in 1956.  
Their track record was quite staggering. In addition to
their religious role here, 20 Willingham Rectors over this
500-year period held posts that included Baron of  the
Exchequer of  Ireland, the King’s Ambassador to France
(twice), King’s Messenger to Rome, Master or Provost of
four Cambridge Colleges, Vice Chancellor of  the
University of  Cambridge (twice), Chaplain to one Queen
and one King and Assistant Commissioner to Oliver
Cromwell. I have attempted to weave a brief  history of  the
village around the known backgrounds of  these people and
of  the national events taking place during their ‘reigns’ in
Willingham.

Part 1 Willingham in 1200  – The King’s Visit, reign of
King Henry III, 1216 -1272
In 1200 ‘Wivelingham’ was a small fen village with a
population of  around 150 living in 30 to 40 small, dark,
single-storey cottages, wooden framed, with mud, wattle
and straw walls, damp floors and thatched roofs. The fens to
the north were undrained swamp with just one causeway

track linking Cambridge to Ely. Apart from the old Roman
road from Cambridge to Huntingdon, the few other rutted
roads alternated between dust baths and mud baths. But in
the early 1200s two great building projects commenced in
the centre of  the village which, by their sheer scale, were to
change both its appearance and importance totally.
The first was the construction of
the Bishop of  Ely’s Manor House
behind the church towards what is
now Fen End where the Sports and
Social Club stands. For 500 years,
from 1109 to 1601, the Lord of  the
Manor of  Willingham was the Bishop
of  Ely who was both powerful and wealthy. The Manor
House was built by 1238, using 50 oaks given by King
Henry III, and it contained accommodation for the visiting
Bishop and his guests. We believe that in 1244 one of  his
guests was King Henry III himself. The Manor House
consisted of  a hall with two chambers at its upper and lower
ends, a ‘knyght’ chamber, a ‘clerk’ chamber, a chapel and a
treasury (to store the rents due to the Bishop as Lord of  the
Manor in kind and in money). It was possibly fortified. No
trace remains of  the building now, but Steve Redman, who
lives in Willingham, has researched this in some detail and
built a scale model of  how it might have looked.
The second project was even larger and this one does still
stand in the village today. We’ll be looking at that in more
detail next time.

Alan Fawcitt

Next time: Willingham Growing Up 

A Brief History of Willingham
1200 – 1700

Festival 
In case you missed it, the Craft Beer Festival will return to
the Ploughman Hall from Thursday 27 June until Sunday
30 June. So far our list of  must-have breweries includes:
Three Blind Mice, Cloudwater, Verdant, Wylam, Bone
Machine, Burning Sky, Burnt Mill, Loka Polly, Kernel,
Thornbridge and Adnams. That list will most likely double
in length by the time we are pouring. As well as beer, there
will be cider, wine and soft drinks, and by popular request,
a small selection of  gins. 
The food trucks were very popular last year, so they will
be back – Kura Kura (Sri Lankan & Southern Indian),
Azahar (Spanish), Chihuahua (Mexican), Il Mondo (pizza),
Bunny Chow (South Africa) and BBQ on Sunday. 
We have invited Sutton Masque again to entertain us on
Saturday afternoon with their unique style of  Morris
Dancing. We will have a band playing on Saturday evening
and on Sunday afternoon we have Willingham resident
Luke from Blackbird Music playing guitar and singing the
hits. Check the website or Twitter for details. 

Charities 
This year we have decided to support the Friends of
Willingham Library and Willingham Youth Trust. We, and
our volunteers, enjoy planning, organising and delivering a
great Craft Beer Festival and it is very satisfying to be able
to do that and, at the same time, provide financial support
to such worthy community groups. 

Elderflower Festival Beer 
We have a new sponsor this year – IT For Starters, a
friendly IT support company, based in Swavesey. They have
agreed to sponsor our specially brewed elderflower festival
pale ale and we welcome them to our festival. Could you
help us to collect elderflowers? Over the weekend of  
1 – 2 June, we will have a collection point at The Bank pub.
Please drop off  bags of  cuttings at the pub, and if  you have
time, stay a while and help us strip the flowers from the
cuttings. The Pub will be open from midday, and there will
be a sausage sizzle on Sunday afternoon. 
See the website http://willingham.beer or
@WillinghamBeer on Twitter for more information.

Willingham Craft Beer Festival – 27 to 30 June
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM
www.willinghamchurch.org

Services
5 May
11 00 am      Morning Worship   
12 May        
10 30 am      Joint Service at Over 
19 May        
11 00 am      Said Morning Worship 
  4 00 pm      Licensing of  New Vicar, Simon Gill at Swavesey 
26 May
11 00 am      Holy Communion
Thursday 30 May
10 30 am      Ascension Day Service 

We have a variety of  styles of  worship and we hope you will find
one that suits you. You will be warmly welcomed whenever you
come. Activities for children and young people at the back of  the
church during term-time.
If  you know of  anyone who is ill or who for some other reason

would like a visit, please let us know. Also if  you’d like to discuss
getting married, or having your child christened, we’d love to talk
to you!
Admin contact details: Gillian Beal, 01954 203459 or

admin@5folds.org.uk.        
Clergy contact details:
Jenny Hill, 07970 949331 or revdjennyhill@5folds.org.uk
Beth Cope, 07720 330272 or pioneerminister@

northstowe.church
Jan Payne, 07780 674563 or jan.payne@northstowe.church.

Events
First Steps: First Steps is for pre-schoolers and their carers. We
meet at the Baptist Church on Fridays 10 – 11 30 am. Join us for
free play over coffee and toast. We then enjoy a bible story, songs
and a craft.

Willingham Churches Together Messy Church: An action-
packed, informal and fun session for the whole family, with crafts,
stories and songs. Followed by food too! Come and join us on
Saturday 11 May 3 30 – 5 30 pm at the Baptist Church. Contact
Beth Cope PioneerMinister@northstowe.church or Susan Meah
on 01954 781258.

time4T: A friendly get-together open to everyone on Fridays 
2 – 4 pm in the Octagon. Come for a chat, games and quizzes. £1
includes tea and cakes.  More information available from
Rosemary Woodward, 01954 205718.

Cake Stall and Coffee Morning:  Saturday 4 May 10 am –
12 noon. The Cake Stall is in the church porch – often more than
just cakes! (in aid of  the church). A Coffee Morning (run by
Mothers’ Union) is in the Octagon at the same time. Come and
enjoy!

Time for Prayer – 9 – 9 30 am every Thursday morning in the
Church. All welcome.

Easter Bells. The bells of  the parish church will ring on
Saturday 4 May from about 10 am to 1 pm.

Services
(**= + activities for children)

5 May
10 30 am   Contemporary Worship**
  6 00 pm   Evening Worship
12 May
10 30 am   Family Worship**
  6 00 pm   Evening Worship
19 May
10 30 am   Altogether Worship
  6 00 pm   Evening Worship
26 May
10 30 am   Family Worship**
  6 00 pm   Evening Worship

Events
Nimble Fingers Craft Club: Mondays 2 – 4 pm. Bring your
crafts and join with others, or come and learn new skills. Tea,
coffee and good company provided. Contact Daphne for more
information 01954 260568.
TOPS: Toddler group: Tuesdays at 9 45 am for 18 months plus
in the church. Great place to meet other families whilst the
children enjoy the activities and playing. Please contact Katy
Gilbert for more information – 01954 261922.
Open Door Coffee Morning: Wednesdays 10 – 11 30 am.
Contact Cynthia Nolan for further information 01954 202240.
Kids’ Friday Club: Fridays at 6 30 – 7 30 pm for children of
primary school age year 1 upwards. Action packed hour with craft,
games, songs and drama all based around a bible story.  Contact
Lorraine Bald for more information 01954 261189. 
WBC Youth Club: Fridays at 8 – 9 pm for years 7, 8, 9. Time to
meet friends, play music, X box, table football, pool, joint games,
tuck shop and stage time. WBC aims to help children, young
people and adults consider their own response to the Christian
message. Contact Bev Thomas for more information 01954
789230.
Men’s Breakfast: 18 May at 7 45 am for a hearty cooked
breakfast followed by a short topical talk. Contact Pete Sacre for
more information 01954 261655 or peetamin@gmail.com.
Messy Church: 11 May at 3 30 – 5 30 pm at the Baptist Church
– a fun session for ALL the family, contains crafts, games, all-age
worship and food.  Contact Margaret Edney for more information
07528 193858.

George Street, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5LJ

www.willinghambaptist.org  and 

    .eps F     .eps



WILLINGHAM NEWS May 2019                                                                                                                                  13

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

PASTORAL LETTER
Dear friends
If  you have family and friends in the age group 8 –18, you
will probably know someone who is struggling with life.
According to a recent BBC News article, poor mental
health among children and young people has been
described as an epidemic and an ‘escalating crisis’.
The number of  children seeking help from Child and
Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) in England
has more than doubled over the past two years. What is it
about our culture that is so drastically failing our kids?
There are some pretty obvious clues.
In education, this generation are the most tested in our
nation’s history. Even from a young age, children are
becoming aware of  where they fit in the academic pecking
order, and are under pressure to perform.
Secondly, and more profoundly, young people are
searching for meaning. When they ask, ‘What does it mean
to be a person of  significance in 2019?’ the world doesn’t
offer them a clear answer. Our culture encourages them to
find the reason for themselves. But that is a challenge their
still-forming minds are not equipped to face.
Place all this in the context of  the communications
revolution, where every check of  the inbox is an up-to-the-
minute popularity rating, it is not hard to see why teenagers
might question their value.
Our observation is that young people are longing for
something to live for. And they expect it to come from
beyond themselves. They need to be part of  a story that is
bigger than their own small world. We all do. God has ‘set
eternity in the hearts of  men’ according to the Bible. That
means, intrinsically we are aware we were made for more.
And we are dissatisfied with glib answers that ignore our
spiritual needs.  
The good news is that in Willingham, young people have
an opportunity to explore any questions they might have
about purpose, identity and faith. Always in an atmosphere
of  acceptance, friendship and in the midst of  some crazy
fun, our church-based clubs and groups help teenagers
explore what they believe. And it’s no surprise that for some
it has been a source of  hope, a story of  light in the darkness.
And what’s good for them is good for us too. Let’s make
room in our lives for the history-shaping hope of  Jesus. 

Jim and Hannah Overton
Youth Leaders, St Mary and All Saints, Willingham

Parish of  the Sacred Heart of  Jesus
served by the Congregation of  the Missionaries of  Our

Lady of  La Salette
Roman Catholic Diocese of  East Anglia

19 Needingworth Road, St Ives
www.sacredheart-stives.org.uk  Tel. 01480 462192

Weekdays Mass Times
Monday – Friday: 10 am
Thursday: No Mass

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 5 pm, anticipatory Mass of  the following Sunday 
Sunday: 8 am, 9 30 am in Polish and 11 am

Sacrament of  Penance (confessions):             
Saturday: 4 – 4 45 pm
In addition: 10 – 11 am on the last Saturday of  each month
with the Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament 

Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament: 
Wednesday about 10 30 am (after morning Mass)

New Priest for the Parish Church to be
Licensed by the Bishop of Ely on 19 May

St Mary and All Saints Church is getting ready to welcome
its new Priest-in-Charge after a vacancy in the position of
more than a year. Reverend Dr Simon Gill will be licensed
as Priest-in-Charge of  the Parish Church by the Bishop of
Ely at a service in Swavesey Church on Sunday 19 May. 
Once he has been licensed, Simon will head a team of
ordained and lay colleagues looking after the established
churches in Willingham, Swavesey, Over and Longstanton,
as well as the newly formed Church community in
Northstowe. Simon says that he is looking forward to
working with his colleagues and the Church communities
exploring how best to support and guide the development
of  the existing village Church congregations, while
assisting the establishment of  a Church community in
Northstowe as the new town population grows.
Simon was a chemist by training and worked in industry
for a number of  years before being ordained as a priest in
2002. He served his curacy in Frinton-on-Sea before
moving to Sudbury in Suffolk, where he has been Priest-in-
Charge for the last 19 years. Simon is married to Sallie and
they have two grown up children.
The Licensing Service on 19 May is at 4 pm and is open
to all. Organisers hope as many members of  the local
church communities as possible will come along to
welcome Simon and his family.
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MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
STAIRLIFTS, SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, 

RISING CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, TOILET & 
BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD 

AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS 
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

SCOTSDALES GARDEN 
CENTRE,   

HORNINGSEA, CB25 9JG  

Tel: 01223 863908  

www.orchard-mobility.co.uk 

 

Monday - Saturday 9.00-5.00  

 

David Wake
Carpentry and Joinery
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery
• Doors and windows • Property repairs

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112
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Bank Holidays
Please note the surgery will be closed on Monday 6 May
and Monday 27 May due to the Bank Holidays. 

Friday Afternoon
Every Friday, the surgery has an emergency clinic which
runs from 4 – 6 pm. Appointments for this clinic are not
pre-bookable, however you are expected to book in with the
receptionist on arrival. Please be reminded this clinic is
dedicated for emergencies only and problems that require
immediate treatment. Please do not attend this clinic for
routine matters – we need your help keeping these
appointments available for those most in need. 
As an alternative, we can offer telephone triage
appointments on Monday mornings with the nurse
practitioner, and she will book a GP appointment within the
time scale she feels necessary. 

Travel Immunisations
If  you are travelling abroad this summer please remember
to check if  you need any travel vaccinations. We advise you
to book a routine appointment with one of  our nurses, who
can confirm which vaccinations are necessary depending on
your destination and vaccination history.
Please DO NOT  book these travel appointments with the
nurse using the online appointment system, as we may need
to offer you an extended consultation (particularly if  you
are planning on attending with other family members).
Please note we no longer offer the Yellow Fever
vaccination at Willingham Surgery. You will need to contact
an accredited Yellow Fever Centre or travel clinic.  

New GP
We would like to formally welcome a new permanent GP to
the surgery, Dr Nidhi Sehgal. Dr Sehgal has been working
with us initially as a locum, since the beginning of  2019 and
is now settled into her new permanent position with us. Dr
Sehgal brings with her a wealth of  experience in primary
care, and is already proving to be a very valuable member
of  the team. 
Dr Sehgal will be at Willingham surgery every Monday
and Thursday. She will be at Longstanton Branch Surgery
every Friday, so our Longstanton patients will also have the
opportunity to meet her.  

Top Tips to Help Ease Hay Fever Symptoms
• Keep house and car windows closed, especially when the
pollen count is high (early morning between 7 and 9 am
and evenings between 5 and 7 pm).

• Avoid large grassy areas, woodland, cutting the grass and
car fumes. 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday                 8 30 – 1 00       2 30 – 6 00
Appointments       8 30 – 11 00     3 00 – 6 00 
Tuesday                 8 30 – 1 00       2 00 – 7 00
Appointments       8 30 – 11 00     4 30 – 7 00
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                    2 00 – 4 00 
Wednesday           8 30 – 1 00       2 00 – 6 00
Appointments       8 30 – 11 00     3 00 – 5 30
Thursday               8 30 – 1 00       2 00 – 6 00
Appointments       8 30 – 11 00     3 00 – 5 00
Friday                    8 30 – 1 00       2 00 – 6 00
Appointments       8 30 – 11 00     3 00 – 5 30
Emergencies                                    4 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday                 8 30 – 1 00       2 30 – 6 30
Tuesday                 8 30 – 1 00       2 00 – 7 00
Wednesday           8 30 – 1 00       2 00 – 6 00
Thursday               8 30 – 1 00       2 00 – 6 00
Friday                    8 30 – 1 00       2 00 – 6 30

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY
Reception Tel:  Willingham 01954 260230  Longstanton 207600  Dispensary 207602

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2       Health Visitors:  0300 029 50 50

Out of hours cover:  Ring 111      Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

• Wear wrap-around sunglasses. 
• Use petroleum jelly inside your nose to block inhalation
of  pollen. 

• Don’t dry washing outside to avoid pollen sticking to
your clothes.  

• When you get in from outside wash your hands, face,
hair, rinse your eyes and change your clothes.

Carers’ Support Meetings 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of  every month.
If  you are a carer, please pop along and get some support
from other people in the local community. Refreshments
provided. No need to pre-book and completely FREE!
Please contact Sue Lawson at the surgery or email her at
susan.lawson7@nhs.net for more information.

Cambridgeshire Hearing Clinics 

The next Hearing Aid Clinics at Willingham Surgery are
on Wednesdays 15 May, 19 June and 17 July from 
2 – 4 pm. No appointment necessary, just pop along for your
free NHS hearing aid batteries and for help and advice
regarding hearing loss.

A&E is not an alternative to a GP appointment. If  we are
closed, please call 111.

Lisa Smith  – Assistant Practice Manager
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Opening Hours

Monday               Closed
Tuesday               10 am – 1 pm             2 – 5 pm
Wednesday          Closed
Thursday                                                 4 – 7 pm
Friday                  10 am – 1 pm
Saturday              10 am – 1 pm

Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

0345 0455225

Library News

Engage in the Afternoon

Come and join in with these special sessions for adults on
the first Wednesday of  each month from 2 – 3 30 pm. There
are speakers, tea/coffee/biscuits and a chance to change
books.
In April, we welcomed the return of  Jason Middleton
talking about diamonds – mining, history, quality and
famous stones. He was well-received by a large and
enthusiastic audience.

Next talk:

Wednesday 1 May – Cryptic Crossword Social with Wendy
Law
Bring along your own cryptic crosswords or just come and
have a go at those provided. We’ll be solving them together
and talking about how clues are constructed over a nice cup
of  tea!
Sessions are free but donations are welcomed towards
refreshments. 

Friends of  Willingham Library

Poetry and Prose Evening, Wednesday 15 May 7 30 pm
in the library

The evening is focused around poems or prose extracts that
people bring along to share on a theme – this time Fun,
broad interpretations welcomed. It is a relaxing evening
with nibbles and wine, and listening to readings of  poems
or prose: fact, fiction, witty, modern, classic, or something
you may have written. If  you want to bring something but
prefer not to read aloud, someone will be happy to do it for
you. But you don’t need to bring anything at all – just come
along. You will be made very welcome.

Second-Hand Book Stall

This takes place on the first Saturday of  each month, 
10 30 am to 12 noon, at the Library. All proceeds to the
Friends of  Willingham Library to help with their aim of
promoting use of  your library. So please come along and
browse on 4 May. 

Easter Family Book Trail 

At the time of  writing we are hard at work preparing for
this book trail aimed at children, to take place throughout
the Easter holidays. More next month on how it went.

Author Visit
Author Helen Moss
with two young
fans

We were very
lucky to welcome
the excellent
Helen Moss,
author of  the
Adventure Island
and Secrets of  the
Tombs books, to

Willingham in March. Helen's writing workshops were a
great hit with the children at the Primary School, supported
by the Library and kindly sponsored by the Parish Council.
We certainly have some budding young writers on the way.

Book Review
Me Before You by Jojo Moyes is told mainly from the point of
view of  Louisa Clark. Aged 27, she is still living at home
with her parents in a sleepy market town, seemingly happy
to drift through life, with no ambition to realise her full
potential. Having lost her job in the local café, she must find
a new one. The only job available is caring for a young man,
Will, who has become quadriplegic following an accident.
He can no longer face his miserable life and wishes to end
it. Louisa is employed by his mother in the hope that
somehow she can boost his morale and help change his
mind. Gradually, Lou manages to get Will involved in
different situations and he in turn takes an interest in her
life, showing her how she can widen her horizons. But will
she be able to change his mind in the end?
We knew from the start this would be a ‘weepy’, but
despite the seriousness of  the topic, most of  us found the
book an easy read, full of  humour, as well as thought
provoking. Others, however, found the narrative and
characters stereotypical. Scores therefore ranged from one
to eight.

June Barnett, Willingham Reading Group

Willingham Dance Club
We’ve now had six fun sessions at the Ploughman Hall, four
salsa and two lindy hop, averaging 14 people per class. This
has given us confidence to think we can keep the club going,
at least for the time being, on a roughly fortnightly basis.
We’re offering three waltz sessions in May for
beginners/improvers (3, 17 and 31 May) and then a mix of
cha cha cha and more salsa in June. We’ll see what members
would like to move on to in July. We’re also planning a social
dance event, maybe a ceilidh, over the summer.
It’s not too late to join in the fun. Beginners are always
welcome and you don’t need a partner; there’s always
someone to dance with. If  you want to join the mailing list
or find out more then email Teresa at: willinghamdance
club@gmail.com.
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Willingham
Women’s
Institute
The next meeting will be on Monday 13 May at 7 30 pm
in the Social Club.
Costumier to Running an Accessories Empire with Amanda
Sutherland.
New members are always welcome; please contact
Wendy on 01954 202188 or email willinghamwi28@
gmail.com if  you are interested and follow us on
Facebook. 
Come for a taster – we have some great meetings lined
up:
10 June – An Unexpected Journey with Kate Armstrong
8 July – Summer Party
Mixed Craft Group meets on the last Wednesday each
month 10 30 am – 4 30 pm in the Baptist Church. All
welcome, no need to be a WI member.

Follow Willingham WI on Facebook

WI News
March meeting
The March meeting was our AGM. The new committee
was agreed, outline of  finances took place, review of  last
year and a summary of  what will come during 2019-20.
Also a social event with drinks, nibbles and some party
games.

The Duke of Wellington
What’s on in May at the Duke of  Wellington? 

Bank Holiday Sunday 5 May Live Music @ the Duke of
Wellington

3 pm Louise Harper In the Garden 
Louise is a singer, songwriter and musician. She has a
unique voice, character and passion for music that is best
appreciated when she performs live, using her loop pedal.
Louise can be upbeat or low key, creating both a party
atmosphere as well as something more relaxed! Covering
every style from rock to pop to country to soul, all in her
own unique style. Louise returns to us after a two-year
break! Easily one of  your favourite performers the Duke
has hosted. 
‘Singers would kill for a voice like yours.’ Gary Barlow;
‘You remind me of  Melissa Etheridge.’ Louis Walsh; ‘You
are the bomb.com forward slash oh my gosh.’ Will.i.am –
The Black Eyed Peas
In the garden if  the weather is nice, inside if  not. Families
welcome. Free admission
Food available in between acts

7 30 pm Victor Velocette
New to The Duke, we are super excited about Victor, an
amazing voice singing an array of  acoustic covers. Victor is
an acoustic guitarist/singer based in St Ives. He has played
all over the UK and Europe as part of  a band and as an
acoustic act for the last 10 years. He writes his own music
and also plays covers ranging from 50s through to now.
Some performances this summer will include Silverstone
and the Cambridge Folk Festival.
In the garden if  the weather is nice, inside if  not. Over
18s please. Free admission. 

Bank Holiday Sunday 26 May Live Music @ the Duke of
Wellington

8 30 pm ABBA Stars! 
With over 19 years of  experience in the UK and Europe,
ABBA Stars is one of  the UK’s No 1 Abba Tribute Bands.
Agnetha and Frida from ABBA Stars will be performing all
the hits with tight harmonies, replica costumes, a dash of
humour and audience participation. (Music will be inside).
Dig out those platforms and flairs. Prize for Best Dressed
(although don’t feel you have to dress up!). Free Admission.
Over 18s please. 

Willingham Youth Centre
Pop-Up Café in May

The Willingham Youth Trust, with the help of  some
amazing community spirit, is pleased to be able offer a Pop-
Up Café at the Youth Centre over the May bank holidays
and weekends. 
The Café will be offering a light selection of  tea, coffee,
hot chocolate, water and juices, cake and ice creams/lollies
from 10 30 am – 2 30 pm.
Come along and enjoy the park and pop in to say hi and
grab a drink and a bite. 
The success of  the café throughout May will determine
whether we can offer this additional facility down at the
park more regularly during weekends and school holidays
so we look forward to having your support. 
If  you would like to volunteer to help out at the cafe
contact us at: enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org.

It’s a Fen Edge Festival
Year!

The countdown has begun to this summer’s Fen Edge
Festival which will take place between 21 and 23 June.
Go to www.willinghamlife.org under ‘Extras’ in the

Willingham News section for more information or, to keep up
to date with what’s happening, check the festival Facebook
page www.facebook.com/fenedgefestival.

Answers
FOWL Book Quiz
1. Cecelia Ahern 2. Nancy Mitford 3. Gabriel Garcia Marquez 4. Ian
Fleming 5. D H Lawrence 6. Dick King-Smith 7. Ian McEwan 8. William
Shakespeare 9. Erich Segal 10. E.R. Braithwaite
Crossword
Across: 1. Table Mountain, 8. Eel, 9. Notre-Dame, 10. Alsatian, 11. Phil,
13. Adagio, 14. Heroes, 16. T Rex, 17. Capuchin, 20. Enchilada, 21. Bow,
22. Pinking Shears. Down: 1. Theta, 2. Belisha beacon, 3. Einstein, 
4. Outlaw, 5. Noel, 6. Arachnophobia, 7. Needles, 12. Bequeath, 
13. Antwerp, 15. Da Nang, 18. Newts, 19. Kiwi. 
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Our salon offers all aspects of 
hairdressing including wedding hair
with a personal touch. We can come

to you on your special day.
Tel: 01954 260224
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District Councillors’ Report
Here is an update on two SCDC matters of  particular
interest to our community.

Black Pit Drove
On 19 March SCDC Enforcement Officers, in partnership
with police officers and bailiffs, took direct action to remove
the traveller encampment on the Black Pit Drove site. Faced
with the imminent threat of  eviction, the occupants of  the
eight caravans, who did not have planning permission to
reside there and were in breach of  a High Court injunction
order, moved peaceably, returning a few days later only to
collect their horses. 

Willingham Neighbourhood Watch
On 13 March a Willingham Neighbourhood Watch meeting
was held by the police. The meeting resulted in the
recruitment of  another five street co-ordinators and
marketing materials will soon be available with the aim of
attracting more. The Village Co-ordinator is now in the
process of  updating the list of  active members in the
village. Those interested in becoming a street co-ordinator
should contact Tom Baugh (PCSO, histon.npt@
cambs.pnn.police.uk) or John Fuller (District Coordinator,
johnfuller564@gmail.com). For more general information
on NHW please browse here: www. ourwatch.org.uk.
The full SCDC report appears on the Willingham Life
website. See under ‘Extras’ in the Willingham News section at:
www.willinghamlife.org. The topics covered are:
• Unauthorised Construction Vehicles
• Employment at SCDC
• Development Sites
• Resettling Refugee Families Fleeing Syria

SCDC Surgeries
The dates of  future 2019 surgeries are all 11 am – 1 pm in
the Ploughman Hall: 4 May, 6 July, 7 September and 
2 November.

Councillor Dawn Percival 07948 683599,
cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk 

Councillor Bill Handley 01954 200287,
cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk

Dear Willingham
I stayed in Willingham in Summer 1945 during my school
holidays. My uncle George was in the RAF, stationed at
Oakington working on Lancaster bombers during World
War Two. His wife (my Aunty Audrey) looked after the then
small village pharmacy – they lived there and I stayed there.
I was in Willingham when the first ‘A’ bomb was dropped
on Hiroshima and remember that day well. (I visited many
years later during one of  my work visits to Japan – my
career was in research and the safety of  new medicines.)
Also I clearly remember VJ Day, the street party and the
Italian POWs dancing and celebrating too!
I have written a small document about those days in
Willingham, the fens, life, the pharmacy etc. Nowadays I
devote a lot of  time to writing memoirs. I am approaching
87 years now. Willingham was a very different place then as
was life itself.
If  anyone out there is interested I can easily and gladly
send you a copy of  my memoir or talk about Willingham in
1945. I would be delighted if  you could send me a contact
– perhaps a local historian.

Best wishes

Terry Hardy (now living in Dorset)

Does anyone else have memories of  that period? We have
Terry’s contact details if  you would like to get in touch with
him. Email us at the usual address: willinghamnews@
gmail.com.

Willingham Social Club
What’s on in May?
Friday 17 May at 7 30 pm – Members’ Fun Music Quiz 
Our quizmaster Tony has compiled a fun and light-hearted
set of  questions based on music. £1 entry per person with
prizes and a raffle. In the members’ bar.
Saturday 18 May at 8 pm – The Indietones Live Band
These cheeky boys always fill the club with their energetic
rock music. Playing together for 10 years they sell out
regularly. Go to www.indietones.co.uk or find them on
Facebook. Tickets £5 in advance from the club or
www.wegottickets.com/event/466460 or £8 on the door if
still available. Everyone over 18 welcome.

Beer Festival
Many thanks to Highgate Country Stores and Butchers who
have kindly agreed to be the main sponsor of  the Beer
Festival this September. Other sponsors are invited at a cost
of  £50. We will display your name on purpose designed
banners for the whole year not only at the festival but also
in the Social Club. Social media and website promotion will
be added as soon as we receive your payment. All proceeds
to fund the refurbishment of  the community kitchen.
Contact the club for more info. See
www.willinghambeerfestival.co.uk.

Reader’s Letter

Ready for the Fen Gallop? 
We’re starting a new running club in Willingham.
‘Couch to Fen Gallop’ for new runners/Weekly
running club for local runners.
Starting 29 AprilMondays at 6 45 pm.
Meet at Neil Marsh Health and Fitness, Highgate
Farm.
Small membership fee to cover insurance.
For more information please email:
neil@neilmarshpersonaltraining.co.uk

Remember the Fen Gallop this year is 7 July. Register at
www.fengallop.co.uk.
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We are open between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday

01954 231545 
www.all-eyes.co.uk
sales@all-eyes.co.uk

20 Norman Way Industrial Estate
Over  Cambridge  
CB24 5QE

No catch – we’ve been making great quality prescription 
glasses and sunglasses for over 30 years – and now you 
can buy your glasses directly from us.

Visit our factory shop – where you can choose from a 
wide range of contemporary frames with the help of our 
friendly and knowledgeable team.

We’d love to see you – please ring to book an 
appointment (we get quite busy!) and bring along your  
up-to-date prescription.

BEAUTIFUL EYEWEAR AT DISCOUNT 
PRICES – SO WHAT’S THE CATCH?
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 DATE              EVENT                                      ORGANISATION         VENUE                        EXTRA INFO

Wed 1 May        Carers’ Support Meeting              Surgery                               Surgery                           2 – 4 pm, see p15
 Wed 1 May        Cryptic Crossword Social with 
                            Wendy Law                                    Engage in the Afternoon   Library                            2 – 3 30 pm, see p16
 Wed 1 May        Annual Meeting                            Parish Council                   Octagon                          7 30 pm, see p10
 Fri 3 May           Waltz Sessions for Beginners 
                            & Improvers                                   Dance Club                        Ploughman Hall             7 – 8 15 pm, see p16
 Sat 4 May          Easter Bells                                    Parish Church                    Parish Church                10 am – 1 pm, see p12
 Sat 4 May          Cake Stall & Coffee Morning      Parish Church                    Parish Church Porch     10 am – 12 noon, 
                                                                                                                                & Octagon                      see p12
 Sat 4 May          Second-Hand Book Sale              Friends of  Willingham                                             10 30 am – 12 noon, 
                                                                                    Library                               Library                            see p16
 Sat 4 May          District Councillors’ Surgery       District Council                 Ploughman Hall             11 am – 1 pm, see p19
 Sun 5 May         Live Music                                    Duke of  Wellington          Duke of  Wellington      3 pm & 7 30 pm, 
                                                                                                                                                                         see p17
 Sun 5 May         Jazz Club                                        Social Club                        Social Club                     12 30 – 3 30 pm
                                                                                                                                                                         willinghamsocialclub.com
 Mon 6 May       Plant Heritage with 
                            Rosemary Buisseret                       Gardening Club                Social Club                     7 30 pm, see p8
 Wed 8 May        Willingham News Deadline             Willingham News                                                          See p3, articles to be
                                                                                                                                                                         sent to:
                                                                                                                                                                         willinghamnews@gmail.com
 Sat/Sun
 11/12 May         Windmill Open Days                    National Mills Weekend   Cattell’s Mill                   2 – 5 pm, see p8
 Sat 11 May        Messy Church                               Churches Together           Baptist Church               3 30 – 5 30 pm, 
                                                                                                                                                                         see p12
 Sat 11 May        Live Band: Or Wot                        Social Club                        Social Club                     8 pm
                                                                                                                                                                         willinghamsocialclub.com
 Mon 13 May     Costumier to Running an 
                             Accessories Empire with 
                            Amanda Sutherland                      Women’s Institute              Social Club                     7 30 pm, see p17
 Wed 15 May      Hearing Aid Clinic                       Surgery                               Surgery                           2 – 4 pm, see p15
 Wed 15 May      Annual Parish Meeting                 Parish Council                   Octagon                          7 30 pm, see p10
 Wed 15 May      Poetry & Prose Evening               Friends of  Willingham 
                            Theme: Fun                                    Library                               Library                            7 30 pm, see p16
 Fri 17 May         Waltz Sessions for Beginners & 
                            Improvers                                       Dance Club                        Ploughman Hall             7 – 8 15 pm, see p16
 Sat 18 May        Breakfast & Topical Talk             Men’s Breakfast                 Baptist Church               7 45 am, see p12
 Sat 18 May        Live Music & Film:                      East Anglian Children’s    Cambridge Aqua Park   Doors open at 7 30 pm
                            Bohemian Rhapsody                          Hospices (EACH)             Stretham                         See p5
 Sat 18 May        Live Rock Covers Band: 
                            The Indietones                              Social Club                        Social Club                     8 pm, see p19
 Sun 19 May       Licensing Service                          Parish Church                    Swavesey Church           4 pm, see p13
 Mon 20 May     Theme – Partially Open Door         Photography Club             Baptist Church               8 – 10 pm, see p5
 Thu 23 May      Golf  Day                                       Black Bull Golf  Society   Bourn                              Nigel Aspinall 
                                                                                                                                                                         01954 200592
                                                                                                                                                                         nidgeandjenny@yahoo.co.uk
 Sun 26 May       Live Music: ABBA Stars               Duke of  Wellington          Duke of  Wellington      8 30 pm, see p17
 Mon 27 May     Impromptu Music with the                                                                                              7 30 pm
                            Jam Club                                        Jam Club                            Social Club                     willinghamsocialclub.com
 Wed 29 May      Mixed Craft Group                      Women’s Institute              Baptist Church               10 30 am – 4 30 pm,
                                                                                                                                                                         see p17
 Fri 31 May         Waltz Sessions for Beginners & 
                            Improvers                                       Dance Club                        Ploughman Hall             7 – 8 15 pm, see p16

WHAT’S ON
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Please notify Willingham News of any changes

Council                             Parish Council (See full details on page 10)                                                                                                                       01954 261027
                                          County Councillor                                                                   Tim Wotherspoon  timothy.wotherspoon@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
                                          District Councillor                                                                   Dawn Percival           07948 683599 / cllr.percival@scambs.gov.uk
                                          District Councillor                                                                   Bill Handley             01954 200287 / cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk
Services                            Police                                                                                                                                                                                                 101
                                          Surgery                                                                                                                                                                            01954 260230
                                          Dispensary for repeat prescription requests                                                                                                                  01954 207602
                                          Library                                                                                                                                                                            0345 045 5225
                                          Pharmacy                                                                                                                                                                         01954 261787
                                          Over Surgery                                                                                                                                                                   01954 231550
                                          Urgent Care Cambridgeshire                                                                                                                                                          111
Schools                             Primary School                                                                         Mr Dave Morel                                                            01954 283030
                                          Willingham Out Of  School Club (3–6 pm only)                   Mr D Carminati                                                           01954 283033
                                          School Governors Chairman                                                   Caroline Hyde                             Chair@Willingham.cambs.sch.uk
                                          School Association                                                                   c/o school                                                                     01954 283030
                                          British School Trust                                                                 Ray Croucher                                                               01954 261113
Children                           Beavers, Cubs and Scouts                                                        Matt Haigh                adventure@1stwillinghamscoutgroup.org.uk
                                          Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only)                                 Mrs Kate Van Dort                                                       01954 201567
                                          Koala Kidz                                                                                 Mrs Edith Jeffrey                                                          01954 260046
                                          Guides and Rangers                                                                 Lynn McGoff                                                               01954 261296
                                          Ladybird Borland’s School Of  Dance                                    Mrs L Borland                                                              01954 203347
                                          Messy Church                                                                           Margaret Edney                                                            07528 193858
                                          First Steps                                                                                 Vicky Page                                                 vickypage85@gmail.com
                                          TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group)                               Katy Gilbert                                                                  01954 261922
                                          Little Notes Music Group (0-4 years)                                    Emily Martin                                                                07731 440251
                                          KFC Kid’s Friday Club Years 1-6 (Baptist Church)              Lorriane Bald                                                                01954 261189 
Halls                                  Ploughman Hall Bookings                                                       through Parish Council                                                01954 261027
                                          Wilford Furlong Centre                                                                                                                                                  01954 261445
                                          The Octagon                                                                             Gillian Beal                                                     admin@5folds.org.uk
                                          Baptist Bookings and Rentals                                                   Emma Launchbury                                                     01954 263108
                                          Willingham Social Club Bookings                                          Lynne Sadler                                                               01954 260557
                                                                                                                                                                                                  willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
                                          Willingham Youth Centre bookings                                                                            email: enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
Local                                 Allotments                                                                                          Sue Ayling                                                                             01954 260718
Representatives              Billavincea Lodge 8719                                                            Mr M Scrivener                                                            01480 413533
                                          Fen Edge Community Association                                          Eileen Wilson                                                   chair@fenedge.co.uk
                                          Over & District Royal British Legion                                     Jane Matthews                                                              07983 630265 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        overanddistrictrbl@yahoo.com
                                          OWLS Community Car Scheme                                            Lorraine Hunt                                                              07505 254363
                                          Willingham Action Group (WAG)                                         Mike Tidball                                                                 01954 260647
                                          Willingham Combined Charities                                            Kassia Bunnett                                      k.bunnett@googlemail.com
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     07969 541095
                                          WEA                                                                                          Jacqueline Hodkinson                                                  01954 201816
                                          Willingham RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser                            Graham Atherton                                                         01954 260331
                                          Willingham Bee Group Chairman                                          Steve Smith                                                                   07795 215071
Clubs                                 Friends of  Willingham Library  (FOWL)                                                                            willinghamlibraryfriends@gmail.com
                                          Gardening Club                                                                        Mrs C Bailey                                                                01954 260794
                                          WBC Youth club (Baptist Church Years  7-9)                        Bev Thomas                                                                  01954 789230
                                          Willingham Dance Club                                                          Teresa Weston                            willinghamdanceclub@gmail.com
                                          Willingham Social Club                                                           Lynne Sadler                                                               01954 260557
                                                                                                                                                                                                  willinghamsocialclub@gmail.com
                                          Willingham Jam Club                                                               Julian Eales                                                                   01954 201818
                                          Willingham Photography Club                                               Steve Harding                                                               07595 668161
                                          Willingham Walkers                                                                 Mike Tidball                                                                 01954 260647
                                          Willingham Youth Club                                                           Pete Lawrence                      enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
                                          Women’s Institute                                                                     Wendy Law                                                                   01954 202188
Sport                                 Angling                                                                                                                                                        www.histonangling.org.uk
                                          Badminton                                                                                 Sarah Custance                                                             01954 202005
                                          Bowls Club                                                                                Ian Bissett (Sec)                                              ianbissett@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                                                                                            Willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com
                                          Cricket Club                                                                             Mr R Ambrose                                                              01954 260446
                                          Cycling Club – www.willinghamwheels.com                        Paul Knighton                                                              07787 530394
                                          Ladies’ Hockey                                                                         Teresa Hutchcraft                                                        01954 260177
                                          Tennis Club                                                                              John Graham                                                                01954 231968
                                          Willingham Diamonds Netball Club                                      Emma Byrom                                                               01954 202481
                                          Willingham Running Club                                                      Gerry Mears                                                                 07511 131645
                                          Willingham Sports Pavilion                                                     through Parish Council                                               01954 261027
                                          Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football)                          Jamie Smith (Sec)                                                        01954 261141
Churches                          Mothers’ Union (Branch Leader)                                            Mrs S Hayden                                                               01954 260363
                                          Baptist Church                                                                          Emma Launchbury                                                      01954 260538
                                          Methodists (Ministerial Contact)                                            Rev Simon Oliver                                                        07554 202929
                                          Roman Catholic Priest                                                             Fr Karol Porczak                                                           01480 462192
                                          Parish Church                                                                           Gillian Beal                                                     admin@5folds.org.uk
                                                                                                                                              Rev Jenny Hill                                                              07970 949331

VILLAGE DIRECTORY



Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

At Uttridge Accounting we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

• Accounts Preparation
• Self Assessment
• Taxation Advice
• Business Start-ups
• Business Planning
• Payroll Services
• Online Accounting

For professional accounting 
expertise, attentive personal 
service and great value for 
money, contact us today. 

01954 263000
info@uttridge-accounting.co.uk
www.uttridge-accounting.co.uk

 GREECE  •  SPAIN   • LANZAROTE • 
  BALEARICS •   PORTUGAL •  TURKEY • 

 FRANCE •   ITALY •   CROATIA 

HANDPICKED
VILLAS WITH POOLS 

 A selection of beautiful individual villas 
& houses with pools in tranquil settings 

& areas of traditional local culture. 

 Call for a brochure or to speak to one 
of our specialists   01954 261431  

or visit our website  
 www.vintagetravel.co.uk 

Your Local 
Travel 

Company

 V5643 

 2787 


