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HOME AND GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Call 07775 725118
or 01954 203569

A1

J & G BLINDS
CONSERVATORY &
WINDOW BLINDS

The Foot Care Clinic
Willingham

Mrs Casey A. Javed BSc(Hons) Podiatry. SRCh. MChS. HCPC/State Registered 

Mr. F.K. Javed BSc(Hons) Podiatry. MChS. HCPC/State Registered 

Willingham Medical
Practice, 52 Long Lane
Willingham CB24 5LB
T: 01480 464507
or 07807 505534

Scrivens Opticians
1 Crown Place, St. Ives

PE27 5PD  
T: 01480 301337 
or 07807 505534

www.stivespodiatry.co.uk

• General chiropody – nails, hard skin & corns

• Diabetic foot care

• Children’s Feet – Growing pains, Verrucas, etc.

• Sporty Feet & associated injuries + pains

• Ingrowing toe nails – 

surgical option available

• Custom made Orthotics/

insoles

• Biomechanics & Gait analysis

New Clients Always Welcome
Saturday Appointments & Home Visits Available

               

SEALED UNITS
AWNINGS

Tel: 01954 261149
Mobiles: 07847 559208 / 9
Email: sales@jandgblinds.com

www.cottenhamcomputers.co.uk
For�all�computer�related�problems�give�us�a�ring!�

We�cover�Willingham�&�surrounding�towns�&�villages�

We�will�come�to�your�home�or�business�to�fix�your�computer

Computer�running�very�slow
Can’t�access�the�Internet
Can’t�access�your�email
Windows�won’t�boot
Computer�infected�with�viruses
Network�Wi-Fi�connection�Issues
Computer�crashing

Got�any�of�these�issues?

We�don�t�charge�a�fortune
So�give�us�a�call�TODAY!�We�wont�bite!

With�over�16�years�experience
it�is�likely�we�have�seen�your
problem�before.�We�are�happy�
to�advise�you�free�over�the�phone..

Working�all�day?�Then�we�can�collect�and�deliver�FREE�to�and�from�your�work�place*
*�Within�10Miles�of�Willingham

Call�the�experts�for�good�honest�advice
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Our PCSO (Police Community Support
Officer) is Tony Martin.

To contact local police, phone 101 or email:

histon.npt@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Advertising
Advertising is sold on an annual basis for an insert into
12 issues beginning in January. Send any advertising
queries or copy to: advertising.wnews@yahoo.co.uk,
marking your e-mails Adverts. The Willingham News team
wishes to thank all the advertisers for their support and
interest. They play a vital role in maintaining this
publication and also in our community as local
businesses supplying goods and services. If  you contact
an advertiser, please mention that you saw their
advertisement in Willingham News. Thank you all very
much.
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PLEASE NOTE:
Back issues of  Willingham News from June 2013 (and
intermittently before that) up to and including the
current issue are available on the Willingham Life website
run by WAG:
www.willinghamlife.org/page/willingham-magazine-

back-issues

Willingham News, is a subsidiary of  Willingham News 
Limited and is edited and distributed entirely by 
volunteers. We take care to ensure the accuracy of  content
of  all submissions but reserve the right to edit or omit 
articles at our discretion. If  you wish to join our team or
perhaps you have articles to submit, please get in touch at:
willinghamnews@btinternet.com (attachments please for
copy – NOT incorporated into the email. No pdf  files.
Paper copy may be left at the library) or speak to one of  us.
The Editorial Team comprises: Liz Cosford, Jane Dowle,
Wendy Law and David Stevenson. 
We welcome contributions on subjects of  local interest. 

The Deadline is 8th of Each Month.
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Mark Bird
Electrical contractor
NICEIC Domestic Installer
Part P Approved
Tel: 01487 842107
Mobile: 07961 505189
Email: mbird494@btinternet.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
J. L. Wight

Guild of Master Sweeps, Certificates issued
Advice given/problems solved
01954 253315

www.camsweep.co.uk 9 Cow Lane, Rampton
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WILLINGHAM MOTORS LTD
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT GARAGE FOR ALL SERVICING/REPAIR 

REQUIREMENTS, MOT TESTING, AIR CONDITIONING, DIAGNOSTIC SOFTWARE,
EXHAUSTS, TYRES

CAR SALES – P/X WELCOME CAR/VAN STOCK LOCATOR
QUALITY VEHICLES BOUGHT FOR CASH FREE COURTESY CARS

Tel: 01954 260467/206566 E-mail willinghammotors@aol.com www.willinghammotors.co.uk
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General Building & Plastering Services
Jon Bullock

30 Rook Grove, Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5EZ
Tel: 01954 261838 Mobile: 07867 965688
Email: jon.jbalterations@gmail.com

plastering/dry lining/screeding/rendering/general building

ALAN’S CARPETS
CARPETS & VINYL FLOORING

since 1973

Showroom: No. 1 Station Road, Swavesey
or samples to your home
CALL 01954 232298

GUITAR/UKULELE  &  PIANO  LESSONS
All styles catered for

EXPERIENCED TEACHER 
(Member of the Registry of Guitar Tutors)

Contact Helen on: 07798 526084 
or visit www.guitarlessons-cambridge.co.uk

Specialists in Shellac nails, Manicures & Pedicures, Spray Tanning,

Hair removal, Facials and Massage.

Stockists of Elemis Skincare, Sp@home and much more...

Gift Vouchers now available online at

wwwwwwwww.www.ewww.enwww.engwww.englwww.engliwww.engliswww.englishwww.englishrwww.englishrowww.englishroswww.englishrosewww.englishrosebwww.englishrosebewww.englishrosebeawww.englishrosebeauwww.englishrosebeautwww.englishrosebeautywww.englishrosebeautyhwww.englishrosebeautyhowww.englishrosebeautyhouwww.englishrosebeautyhouswww.englishrosebeautyhousewww.englishrosebeautyhouse.www.englishrosebeautyhouse.cwww.englishrosebeautyhouse.cowww.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.www.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uwww.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.ukwww.englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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Willingham and  Over Boundary
It may surprise many villagers to hear that Highgate
Country Stores and the other businesses and houses nearby
are not officially in Willingham, but are part of  Over. The
boundary follows Haden Way (two thirds of  the road is in
Willingham, one third in Over) and continues up Over
Mereway until it reaches Dockerel Brook.
This might appear to be of  interest only to cartographers

and local historians, but it causes many practical problems
for those businesses affected. Their telephone lines
originate at the Willingham exchange (with BT numbers
starting 26, not the 23 of  Over numbers) which delays
connection of  additional phone lines and provision of
internet services, sometimes by many weeks. Deliveries are
often misdirected to the Norman Way industrial area, as the
only commercial site obviously in Over.
Residents have reported having postal deliveries with

‘Over’ crossed out and ‘Willingham’ hand-written below to
make deliveries easier.

Boundary Change
In July 2016, a valid petition was submitted to South
Cambridgeshire District Council Civic Affairs Committee,
requesting a formal Community Governance Review of  the
boundary. In December, the Committee met and agreed the
Terms of  Reference and a timetable for the review to go
ahead: 
Terms of  Reference are 
published                              January 2017
Local briefings and 
meetings                                January/February 2017
Submissions Invited             February – May 2017
Consultation Closes             May 2017
Consideration of  submissions received and final
recommendations prepared July – September 2017
Final recommendations are published, 
concluding the review         August – October 2017
Council can make a Reorganisation 
Order                                    September – December 2017

(Exact dates may be changed to allow for Committee
meetings and unforeseen circumstances.)

The aim of  the review is neatly summarised by this section
of  the Terms of  Reference [1]:
‘The Council considers that parishes should reflect distinctive and

recognisable communities of  interest, with their own sense of
identity; the feeling of  local community and the wishes of  local
inhabitants are primary considerations in this Review.’
Kirstin Donaldson, the District Council Development

Officer (North Locality), has been invited to attend the Full
Parish Council meeting on 1 February in the Octagon to
explain the process. All parishioners are welcome to attend,
as they are at all Parish Council meetings.

Proposed New Boundary
The proposal is to move the boundary to the west of
Highgate Farm and Alwyn Park, and continue behind the
orchards before re-joining the existing border with
Longstanton.
Boundaries between parishes should be and remain easily

identifiable, so the proposed new boundary follows a ditch
from Dockerel Brook to Willingham Road, Willingham
Road itself, and established hedged field boundaries.

History
The current border between Willingham and Over is almost
exactly 400 years old. At the time it was established, the
land was common pasture between the villages with no
significant building on either side of  the border:
‘The parish boundaries in the south, mainly following straight

tracks, were presumably fixed before ploughland extended to them,
though that on the south-east partly follows medieval furlong
divisions. The greater part of  the western boundary was determined
c.1618 when fen pastures intercommoned by Willingham and Over
were partitioned by a ditch 12 ft. wide.’[2]

Willingham Parish Council
The petition for the review was not made by the Parish
Council but by the affected residents and business owners,
inspired and led by Mr Barry Papworth. However, it has the
wholehearted support of  the Council for several reasons:
• The historic boundary bears no relation to the current

development.
• The homes and businesses west of  the current boundary

are clearly part of  Willingham. The area joins
Willingham yet is separated from Over by over a mile of
open countryside.

• Businesses and homes serve and are served by
Willingham, yet have no involvement in local decisions
which may affect them. This is not conducive to good
governance.

• There is strong support and preference from the
residents and businesses in the area to be formally
recognised as part of  Willingham. They consider
themselves to belong to Willingham, using it as their
address and their first port of  call for goods and services.

Over Parish Council
Over Parish Council have objected to any change to the
boundary, as they have done in the past, because ‘the
boundary is historic’ and ‘that’s just the way things are.’[3]

References
[1] Full Terms of  Reference can be found on the

District Council website at:
www.scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s98978/091216
_Draft%201_Community%20Governance%20Review_W
illingham_Over.pdf
[2] ‘Willingham: Introduction’, in A History of  the County

of  Cambridge and the Isle of  Ely: Volume 9, Chesterton,
Northstowe, and Papworth Hundreds, ed. A P M Wright and C
P Lewis (London, 1989), pp. 398-402. British History
Online www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/
cambs/vol9/pp398-402 [accessed 6 January 2017].
[3] Over Parish Council Report for 2015–2016:

www.over-pc.org.uk/news.php?template=2&id=428

Cllr Derek Law, Planning Committee Chairman, Willingham
Parish Council
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Professional Painting 
& Decorating Ltd

All Aspects of Internal & 
External Decorating Undertaken.
Period, Residential & Commercial Properties.

Full Public Liability Insurance. 
For Quality & Reliability At Competitive Rates 
References Available.

A Professional Service from Start to Finish

Tel/Fax: 01954 211775
A local established business built on reputation
and recommendations

  
  

     
  

    

    
       

 

      

  
      

 

45 Viking Way, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB23 8EL

IJC is a family run Cambridgeshire 
business with over 30 years’ experience.

We offer a comprehensive range of 
domestic and small commercial works 
across all forms of building, plumbing, 
heating and renewable services.

call: 01954 782920
or visit: www.ijcbuildingservices.co.uk

we’ve got your home 
improvements covered

PLUMBING & HEATING

BUILDING SERVICES

fit a new boiler 

upgrade your heating system  

annual service for your boiler

bathroom & kitchen installation 

new build 

home renovation

         

O’MALLEY SOLICITORS
Family Law Specialists

Divorce • Matrimonial Property & Finances • Co-habitation 
Disputes • Civil Partnership Dissolution • Children Matters

Prenuptial Agreements. Domestic Injunctions
Separation Agreements

For a sympathetic and sensitive approach to the most emotional of
legal problems, contact us on 01954 202075.

84 Rampton Road, Willingham, Cambridge, CB24 5JQ
Tel: 01954 202075 E-mail: omalleysolicitors@googlemail.com

Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
SRA No: 318339

Universal Fencing Co Ltd 

       Established    Tel: 01954 231335 
         40 Years     

 

www.universalfencing.co.uk 
        SUPPLY ONLY OR SUPPLY AND ERECT 
          FREE ESTIMATE 

        
         Palisade           Featheredge 
 

               
          Field Gates            Security Fencing 
 
 Unit 11 Norman Way Ind Est, Over, Cambridge, CB24 5QE 
                         Open: MON-FRI 8am – 5pm 
                                   
Commercial, agricultural, industrial & domestic  
                         Fencing contractors 
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Old Willingham
In the early 1960’s a storm blew the weather vane off  the
top of  the church spire – which probably had been there
since Victorian times. Here we see the churchwardens Alec
Denson and Dr James Flower, displaying the evidence with
Mrs Bertha Few looking on. Dr Flower took over as village
doctor in 1951 moving into The Limes at the end of
Newington and holding surgery there. He was well liked
but did expect you to be properly ill if  you visited.
Reputedly, he would look round the waiting room and send
anyone home who ‘just has a cold’. Alec Denson came
straight from the field for this photo and his wife was very
cross that he had not come home to change first! Next
month we will see how they replaced it.
See more photos at www.oldwillingham.com
If  you have stories or memories about this picture, please

contact Jon Edney, 31 High Street or oldwill@
oldwillingham.com

WILLINGHAM
GARDENING CLUB

Meetings are held at the Social Club, on the first Monday of
each month (except January) and start at 7 30 pm. Meetings
last about one and a half  hours and there is a plant raffle.
The Club welcomes new members at any of  our monthly

meetings. If  you are interested or just want to see what we do,
just turn up and speak to a committee member informally or
call Celia on 01954 261394  There is a small charge of  £2 for
guests. If  you decide that you wish to become a member there
is a modest annual subscription of  £14 at present. 

Monday 6 February

This will be our first meeting of  the year and the speaker will
be Barry Kaufman-Wright on Beautiful Gardens of  Britain.

Excursions Programme for this year

Full details will be published in a later magazine and to
members at the February meeting. 

It’s a Fen Edge Festival Year!
The start of  2017 means the countdown has begun to this
summer’s Fen Edge Festival which will take place between 
23 and 25 June.
Already booked are the acts that will bring us three evenings

of  music and dancing. Big10 and the Keith Pearson Trio will
provide the free entertainment on Saturday and Sunday. And
the Festival’s musical entertainment will get off  to a great start
on Friday when Cottenham Primary School’s Summer Dance
will feature popular band, Swagger. Each band promises a
great way to enjoy those long and warm summer evenings!
There’s more musical entertainment on offer at The Venue,

our setting for live music and performances throughout the
weekend – all at no charge. With its eclectic mix of  music and
entertainment, The Venue allows local musicians and
performers, of  all genres and ages from the Fen Edge villages,
to showcase their talent. This year The Venue is sponsored by
the Aviva Community Fund and our thanks to everyone who
voted for the Fen Edge Festival at the end of  last year so that
we could receive this valuable funding. If  you or your group
would like to perform at this year’s Festival please email:
info@fenedgefestival.co.uk.
The Festival will be centred around Cottenham Village

Green which will be the setting for many of  the activities,
attractions and events we have planned. The Green will also be
the venue for the ever popular Festival market with stalls
selling everything from food and drink to gifts and craft goods
and much more. If  you are interested in having a stall there
may still be space available. It’s a fantastic opportunity to reach
thousands of  people, so please get in touch by email:
stalls@fenedgefestival.co.uk.
There are also events planned at Cottenham Community

Centre and Cottenham Village College.  New activities and
events are being added to the programme all the time so if  you
run a group or organisation and would like to be part of  the
Festival please email: activities@fenedgefestival.co.uk.
The Festival is organised by a sub-committee of  the Fen

Edge Community Association (FECA). FECA underwrites the
cost of  putting on the event, which in 2015 totalled thousands
of  pounds to pay for the entertainment and attractions plus
the cost of  marquee hire, first aid, security, toilets, insurance
and more. This year we have already received generous
sponsorship from Cottenham Parish Council, Malary, Voland
Roofing, Cambridge Glass and BV Financial Services and we
hope that many more local businesses will help us to put on
this great community event. Amey Cespa have also committed
to provide us with significant facilities for the event.
Any profits made by the Festival are available to fund grants

to organisations that are members of  FECA and to stage
future social or recreational events. If  you’d like to know more
about FECA and the work it does within the community,
please visit: www.fenedge.co.uk.
It’s going to be a packed weekend; make sure you have the

dates in your diary so you can be part of  it. The Fen Edge
Festival – 23 – 25 June.
The best way to keep up to date with what’s happening is to

check the festival website: www.fenedgefestival.co.uk.
And Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fenedgefestival
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Friends of Willingham Library
Book Quiz

Answers on page 19
Valentine’s Day this month, and the quiz is romantically
themed.  Can you name the authors of  these books? (As
some titles are rather similar, the authors’ initials are
supplied.)

1. Kiss Kiss (RD)
2. Kiss the Girls (JP)
3. Sweet Thoughtful Valentine (AMS) 
4. Death of  a Valentine (MCB)
5. Shirley Valentine (WR)
6. Little Miss Hug (RH)
7. Sweet Heart (PJ)  
8. A Kiss Before Dying (IL) 
9. The Pursuit of  Love (NM)    
10. Valentine Grey (ST)

Young Readers’
Corner Quiz
Answers on page 19

February Fun Facts Quiz
1. What is traditionally eaten on Shrove Tuesday?
2. In France Shrove Tuesday is called Mardi Gras. What
does this mean?
3. Ash Wednesday is the start of  what?
4. Valentine’s day is in this month. What kind of  flowers are
traditionally given to symbolise love?
5. Which was Shakespeare’s most romantic play?
6. In Greek mythology who was the god of  love?
7. Who is the Roman goddess of  love and beauty?
8. Who is the Greek god of  love and what is the symbol? 
9. Who becomes Ron’s girlfriend in Harry Potter and the Half
-blood Prince?
10. There are 29 days in a Leap Year.  When is the next Leap
Year?

!
!
!!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Sudoku Puzzle
Answers on 19 

!
We were hoping to receive some stories and pictures
of  people’s pets! But sadly not a single response from
anyone! Mums, Dads, Grandparents and Carers
perhaps you could encourage the children to write
in?

!

Front Page Photo

This view of  the Old West River (River Great Ouse) from
Flat Bridge looking east towards Queenholme is probably
very familiar to both dog walkers and photographers. This
image was taken as the pre-dawn sun coloured the clouds
and vapour trials on a frosty morning walk with my
faithful photographic assistant (Labrador Lola) on 5
December 2016. ©www.jonwatkinsphotography.com
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Custard Comedy is back in Willingham on Friday 
10 February and features not one but two headline acts!
The show begins at 8 15 pm, doors open 7 45 pm Over 18s
only. Tickets £10 in advance and to members or £12 on the
door if  still available. From the club, on 01954 260557 or
online from www.wegottickets.com/event/378470.
First up is Roger Monkhouse, one of  the most original

and distinctive acts on the comedy scene. A consummate
stand-up who employs a deadly combination of  charm and
menace to exert a masterful control over any audience. 
A highly original and quirky performer, Roger’s

trademark stage-prowling style and curious, inimitable
manner have established him as one of  the most sought-
after names on the comedy circuit. ‘An almost indecent
supply of  talent’, Time Out.
His co headliner is Sol Bernstein. When a legend reaches

a certain point in their career, it’s time to ease up on doing
legendary things and reflect on an exemplary life. Sol has
reached that point, and he invites us to listen to his tales of
the high life with the biggest names in showbiz, musings on
how the world has changed, and being just an ordinary Jew
with world-beating wit, unbounded talent and death-
defying chutzpah. ‘One part Alf  Garnett, two parts Mel
Brooks and three parts like nothing you've ever heard’, The
Guardian.
Having tried stand-up comedy on and off  during

university, Iszi Lawrence decided to give up her life in
2008 and regularly began appearing on the circuit. She has
worked her way up to appear in many of  the most
prestigious venues in the UK.
She has performed alongside and supported acts

including Alan Davies, Sean Hughes, Richard Herring,
Sarah Millican and Stewart Lee. ‘She’s good. Really good’,
The Oxford Mail.
Our MC is Laura Lexx, one of  the most effortless

comedians making a splash in the comedy scene today. She
indulges her audience with childish glee and attention, and
her shows are never the same twice. ‘Next generation Lucy
Porter,’ Chortle.co.uk.
Saturday 25 February, The Ramshackle Daddies,

doors open 7 30 pm.

One of  Cambridgeshire’s finest 50’s Rock and Roll Bands
will be playing live at the club. They cover material of
Johnny Horton, Buddy Holly, Johnny Burnette and other
50’s legends as well as performing their own material, with
their high energy style.
Tickets cost £8 each from the club or

www.wegottickets.com/event/385656

Poker at the Club
The recent Poker League Finals night held on Saturday 
3 December was won by Roger Smith, second place to Jim
Wright, third Owen Garner and fourth position to Terry
Nunn.
Poker is played at the club on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

The League started on Thursday 5 January and league
games are held every other Thursday for a 12 week season.
If  you would like to just play in ‘friendly’ games or are a
beginner and would be interested to learn the game then
come along on a Tuesday or non-league Thursdays. We
always welcome new players.
A polite reminder that memberships are now overdue.

There is a list on the clubroom notice board if  you are
unsure whether or not you are up to date with your
membership fee. New members are welcome; pick up an
application form from Alex or download from the
website.www.willinghamsocialclub.com

Double Headline Comedy Night at the Social Club this Month

Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal 2016 – Willingham

The Poppy Appeal this year raised
£1,259.50p. 

Many thanks to everyone who kindly donated, and a big
thank you also goes to our street collectors and the
business and office premises, who held the static collection
trays. If  anyone else would like to help us with the 2017
Poppy Appeal, please contact Graham at Willingham Post
Office.

Graham Atherton
Poppy Appeal Organiser, Willingham

Save the Date 
Tuesday 21 February
Ely Cathedral, 6 45 pm – 9 30 pm
Developing a Resilient Future for the 
Ouse Washes Landscape
An open debate led by an expert panel

Join us for a revealing evening exploring the future of
the Ouse Washes area, located in the heart of  the
Cambridgeshire and Norfolk Fens.
This FREE event has been organised by the Ouse

Washes Landscape Partnership. To register your interest
in attending, please email ousewashes@cambsacre.org.uk
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Street Lighting

Night birds and early risers will have spotted that the street lights in
Willingham, and indeed the whole county, are no longer being turned
off  between the hours of  2 am and 6 am. Additionally, the lights are
at 100% brightness all the time when they had previously been
turned down to 60%.
This action was taken by the County Council, after complaints

from residents in just 19 of  the 54 Parish Councils in the County.
Nobody in Willingham complained to the County Council (although
there was one complaint to the Parish Clerk after a burglary).
The Parish Council is disappointed that this has happened with no

consultation, after less than a year of  operation and with apparently
little consideration of  the time and expense involved in turning the
lights off. We are enquiring whether the dimming or overnight
switching off  can be reinstated, and the savings passed on to the
Parish.

Gritting

The County Council have changed their minds and will not be
cutting the amount of  road gritting made in icy conditions. This was
not a change of  policy, but a realisation that the initial decision had
been made on incorrect data. The actual saving would have been
minimal, and the change would have meant less gritting than other
authorities, not more as had been stated.
In Willingham, the B1050, Over Road and Rampton Road (from

the junction with Newington) are primary gritting routes. Berrycroft
and Newington; Church Street, Green Street and Rampton Road;
and Fen End, Wilford Furlong and Rockmill End are secondary
routes. Secondary gritting routes are gritted in addition to primary
gritting routes when there is a forecast of  a prolonged cold spell and
where road surface temperatures fall below zero or snowfall is
forecast.

Neighbourhood Plan

Neighbourhood Plans (NPs) were introduced by the Localism Act
2011 and allow Parish or Town Councils to influence planning in
their local area. Several areas in South Cambridgeshire are
embarking on NPs, so the Planning Committee invited District
Councillor Robert Turner (the Planning Portfolio Holder) to explain
the detail and purpose to us. He confirmed that the NP can give the
Parish Council a stronger say in the type and location of
development within the parish but it must not be in conflict with the
District Council’s Local Plan. It cannot reduce the amount of
development. Creating a NP can be a lengthy process (on average 2
years) and can cost between £30,000 and £40,000. Grants of  around

£9,000 are available. As yet, no NP has been completed in the
District.
The District Council’s Local Plan is likely to be completed this

year but, until it is, the Council is content that there is little point in
starting a costly and complex exercise with no obvious benefits.

Tree Planting

The Parish Council has purchased and planted 4 new hornbeam trees
on the Green, to replace damaged and removed trees. Additionally,
WAG are organising the planting of  some additional trees on the
QEII field to improve the outlook and aspect there. These trees are
being sponsored by villagers.

A14 Improvement

Monthly updates on the A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
improvements can be found on the Facebook page
www.facebook.com/A14C2H. Works planned for early this year in
the Swavesey to Milton sections are: the creation of  a compound at
Swavesey, archaeology at Girton and Dry Drayton, and site clearance
in preparation for construction. This last will involve some night lane
closures from 8 pm to 6 am and details will be provided in advance.

Community Orchard

Judging from the debris left behind, a motorist seems to have been in
heavy collision with the orchard gate over the Christmas period. The
heavy oak gatepost was dislodged but can be reinstated. The gate was
damaged beyond repair and will have to be replaced. These works are
in hand.

Meeting dates are published on the website, the notice board outside
the Public Hall in the High Street, at the library and are listed below.
Members of  the public are welcome to attend and speak briefly or
ask questions. Names will be taken down at the beginning of  each
meeting, together with the electoral register number to ensure
everyone has a fair chance to speak within the allowed time (15
minutes in total for all speakers – 3 mins maximum per person).
Meeting Dates: 1 February, 1 March.  The meetings are held in

the Octagon and  start at 7 30 pm.
The Parish Council office is open Monday to Thursday from 

10 am to 1 pm, except Bank Holidays and there is an answer-phone
service outside office hours.
The contact details are: Parish Council Office, Ploughman Hall,

West Fen Road, Willingham CB24 5LP.
Tel. 01954 261027: 
E-mail clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell

From the Parish Council
www.willingham-pc.org.uk

Contact Details:
Your current Parish Councillors and their contact details (in alphabetical order) are:–

J Anderson                                                                                  cllr.anderson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      01954 203344
A Cook            Lead Councillor Greens and Boundaries       cllr.cook@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                             01954 260325
R Croucher     Parish Council Chairman                                 cllr.croucher@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                      07881 521041
J Harding                                                                                     cllr.harding@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                        01954 261520
N Harris                                                                                      cllr.harris@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                            07792 611226
L King                                                                                         cllr.lking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                             01954 260780
P King             Parish Council Vice Chairman                        cllr.pking@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                            01954 260780
D Law             Planning Committee Chairman                       cllr.law@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                               01954 202188
R Manning                                                                                  cllr.manning@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                       01954 261235
B Mansfield                                                                                 cllr.mansfield@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                     01954 261540
S Mellows       Lead Councillor Cemetery                              cllr.mellows@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                       01954 270063
J Smith            Lead Councillor Leisure and Amenities         cllr.smith@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                            01954 261141
A Slater                                                                                        cllr.slater@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                            01954 261455
R Tassell         Lead Councillor Halls                                      cllr.tassell@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                           07974 673836
J Watson                                                                                      cllr.watson@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk                          01954 200245
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Out of  Hours Care Please remember to phone 111 if  you
require medical attention when the surgery is closed.
Remember that Accident & Emergency is intended for life
threatening conditions or if  you are likely to need an X-ray.

Booking Appointments On-line Would you like to book
appointments on-line? Please contact the Surgery for more
information.

Telephone Consultation Could we deal with your
consultation over the telephone? Please phone the Surgery
to book and ensure we have your up to date contact details.  

Christmas Lucky Squares in aid of  Magpas With your
help we raised a wonderful £300 for Magpas this Christmas.
Thank you to all patients and staff  for their generous
donations and lucky square purchases.

Carers’ Support Meetings Our next meetings at
Willingham Surgery are on 8 February, 8 March and 
5 April, from 2 – 4 pm. Please pop along and get some free
support and advice.  

Patient Participation Group The next meeting of  our
PPG group will be held at Willingham Surgery on
Thursday 23 February from 1 15 – 3 15 pm. This is an
opportunity to promote communication between the
practice and its patients, and for you to be involved in local
health issues which affect you and your practice. If  you
would like to get involved please come along.

Cambridgeshire Hearing Clinics The next Hearing Aid
Clinics at Willingham Surgery are 15 February and
15 March from 2 – 4 pm.  No appointment necessary, just
pop along for your free NHS hearing aid batteries and for
help and advice regarding hearing loss.

RELATE Cambridge is coming to Willingham Surgery!

Relate Cambridge will be offering counselling for couples
and individuals at Willingham Surgery. The appointments
will be on Tuesdays from 10 30 am to 12 30 pm.  If  you feel
this is something you would benefit from, please discuss
with your GP. For more information or to book an
appointment, contact Relate Cambridge on 01223 357424
Mondays – Thursdays 8 am – 10 pm, Fridays 8 am – 6 pm,
Saturdays 9 am – 5 pm (confidential answerphone at all
other times) or visit www.relatecambridge.org.uk

Acknowledgements We would like to extend our grateful
thanks to the families and friends of  Mrs Askew for their

generous donation to our surgery equipment fund in
memory of  their loved one who passed away recently.

Many thanks to ‘Willingham Lunches Charity’ for their
very generous donation for our equipment fund, which has
enabled the surgery to purchase a new Dermascope and a
new Magnifier.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CANCEL YOUR
APPOINTMENT IF YOU NO LONGER NEED IT!

Sharon Unwin – Practice Manager 

WILLINGHAM SURGERY
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday                8 30 – 1 00      2 30 – 6 00
Appointments      8 30 – 11 00    3 00 – 6 00 
Tuesday                8 30 – 1 00      2 00 – 6 00
Appointments      8 30 – 11 00    3 00 – 5 30
Ante Natal/Baby Clinic                   2 00 – 4 00 
Wednesday          8 30 – 1 00      2 00 – 7 00
Appointments      8 30 – 11 00    4 30 – 7 00
Thursday              8 30 – 1 00      Closed from 1 00 pm
Appointments      8 30 – 11 00    Half day
Friday                    8 30 – 1 00      2 00 – 6 00
Appointments      8 30 – 11 00    3 00 – 5 30
Emergencies                                    4 00 – 6 00

WILLINGHAM PHARMACY Tel: 01954 261787
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday                8 30 – 1 00      2 30 – 6 30
Tuesday                8 30 – 1 00      2 00 – 6 00
Wednesday          8 30 – 1 00      2 00 – 7 00
Thursday              8 30 – 1 00      CLOSED
Friday                    8 30 – 1 00      2 00 – 6 30

WILLINGHAM SURGERY & LONGSTANTON BRANCH SURGERY
Reception Tel: Willingham 01954 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary 207602

District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2 Health Visitors: 01954 207612

Out of hours cover: Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk

VACANCY FOR EDITOR’S
POST

After many years as one of  the editors for Willingham
News, Liz Kinnear has decided to step down.  We will
miss her. So we now have a vacancy for an editor.  If  you
think you might be interested we would love to hear from
you.  Either contact us at the usual address or approach
one of  us for a chat and we can explain what is involved.
Although we work as a team and meet up from time to
time to exchange ideas, each editor is only responsible
for editing three magazines throughout the year.
However, we are always there to help each other and a
new editor would not be thrown in at the deep end!
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ST MARY AND ALL SAINTS
CHURCH STREET, WILLINGHAM

www.willinghamchurch.org
Services

5 February 
11 00 am      Morning Worship 
12 February
11 00 am      Communion Service 
19 February 
11 00 am      All Age Worship
26 February
11 00 am      Communion Service

We have a variety of  styles of  worship and we hope you will find
one that suits you. You will be warmly welcomed whenever you
come.

11 00 am Informal and Child-friendlyModern worship with Sunday
Clubs for children and young people in the Octagon during term-
time. On the 3rd Sunday of  the month we stay together in church
for a ‘Family Service’. Children are always very welcome. Fidget
bags are available for use in the pews. On 5th Sundays we will join
with our sister churches either here in Willingham or in Over,
Longstanton, Swavesey or Lolworth and worship together.

If  you know of  anyone who is ill or who for some other reason
would like a visit, please let the Vicar know.

Clergy contact details: 
The Rev Julie Anderson, The Vicarage, Over. 01954 231496. 
The Rev Lynda Davies, The New Rectory, Longstanton. 
01954 202912.

St Mary and All Saints Events
Bubbles – a fun session for pre-school children and their parents
or carers. A friendly welcome, story from the Bible, craft activity
and time to play for the little ones; a cuppa and time to chat for
everyone else! Come along to the Octagon on Fridays during
school term time from 10 – 11 30 am.

Messy Church – Church … but not as you know it! An action packed,
informal and fun session for the whole family, with crafts to enjoy,
stories to hear and songs to sing, all followed by a cooked meal in
the Octagon. Come with your children and enjoy! Next Messy
Church is on Saturday 11 February at 3 30 pm when the theme
will be ‘Love your Neighbour’ using the story of  the Good
Samaritan. Come and be a bandit or a hero! Contact Heather at
mellowsfamily@googlemail.com or 270063, or Lynda at
revlyndadavies559@gmail.com or 202912. 

time4T – a friendly get-together that is open to everyone every
Friday 2 – 4 pm in the Octagon. Good company. £1 includes tea
and biscuits. More information available from Rosemary
Woodward (205718) or David Jacques (261353).

Cake Stall – at 10 am on Saturday 4 February. Held in the
church porch with proceeds going towards the work and upkeep
of  St Mary and All Saints. A Coffee Morning (run by Mothers
Union) will also take place in the Octagon at the same time. Come
and enjoy!

WILLINGHAM SALVATION ARMY
Silver Street, Willingham CB24 5LF
01954 261108 

Services
Sunday meetings will start at 3 pm giving an opportunity

for children to attend

Weekday Events
Mondays 10 30 am: Brunchies Breakfast Club and

Coffee Morning with sausage, bacon, egg, tomatoes, baked

beans, toast, tea or coffee.

Mondays  2 pm: Craft Club You will be welcome to join

our group of  ladies who, for two hours enjoy each other’s

company and their individual crafts.

Mondays 4 30 pm: Slimming World, one way to lose those

seasonal pounds.

Tuesdays 11 30 am:  Mature Movers, another way to lose

those seasonal pounds.

Wednesdays 10 – 11 30 am: Tiggers Lots of  fun during

term time for 0 – 4 years old. All families are welcome. We

have an hour of  free play, including use of  the outside area

( weather permitting) and a weekly craft table. There is a

baby corner for pre – crawlers. At 11 am we provide a snack

– a drink, bread or rice cake, fruit and a biscuit for the

children and tea, coffee and cake for carers. At the end of

the session we enjoy song time together. We ask for a

contribution of  £1 per family every week and the first week

is free. Please contact Lisa Smith on 01954 201282 for

further information.

Thursdays 12 00: Lunch club every week. Set lunch please

contact Don or Trish on 07402909130 to reserve a meal. 

Alternate Thursdays 1 45 – 3 pm:  9 and 23 February

Cameo Friendship Club. Come and meet others.  Quizzes,

singing, talks, games, light refreshments and much more.

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN WILLINGHAM

Services
(**= + activities for children)

5 February
  9 00 am   Traditional Worship
10 30 am   Contemporary  Worship
  6 00 pm   Evening Worship

12 February
10 30 am   Family Worship**
  6 00 pm   Evening Worship

19 February
10 30 am   Altogether Worship
  6 00 pm   Evening Worship

26 February
10 30 am   Family Worship**
  6 00 pm   Evening Worship

Events
TOPS: Toddler group: Tuesdays at 9 45 am for 18 months plus
in the church. Great place to meet other families whilst the
children enjoy the activities and playing. Please contact Hilary
Wyllie for further information – 01954 260051.
Little Notes: Thursdays 10 – 11 15 am. Half  an hour of  singing
with instruments and actions followed by free play, refreshments
and a chance to meet other parents or carers. For all pre-school
children aged 1 – 4, with a quieter space set aside for babies under
the age of  1. Please contact Sharon Sennitt on 01954 782345 for
further information.
Open Door Coffee Morning: Every Wednesday 10 – 11 30 am.
This is a chance to chat with old and new friends over tea and
coffee. All welcome. Please contact Cynthia Nolan for further
information – 01954 202240.
Kids’ Friday Club: Fridays at 6 30 – 7 30 pm in the church for
children of  primary school age year 1 upwards. Action packed
hour with craft, games, songs, drama all based around a bible story.
Please contact Lorraine Bald for further information – 01954
261189.
WBC Youth Club: Fridays 8 – 9 pm in the church for Years 7, 8
and 9. Time to meet friends with music, X Box, table football,
pool, joint games, tuck shop and stage time. WBC aims to help
children, young people and adults consider their own response to
the Christian message. More information from Paul Joel, 07955
071160.
Men’s Breakfast: 18 February – 7 45 am in the Baptist Church
for a hearty cooked breakfast followed by a short topical talk.
Please contact Pete Sacre for more information – 01954 261655.
Life Matters for Men – Curry and talk coming soon!! All men
welcome – details will be posted on the church website
willinghambaptist.org. Any questions – email us at:
lifemattersformen@gmail.com.

PASTORAL LETTER
The Officers of  The Salvation Army, Willingham, wish you
all a very Happy and Blessed New Year.
With the festivities over for another year, wrapping paper

discarded, food now out of  date cleared, and a new year
begun, the only constant that doesn’t ever go out of  date is
Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever. The real
reason for Christmas.
Colossians 1:17 says He (Jesus) is before all things, and in

Him all things hold together.
There is no doubt here, ALL things through Jesus hold

together, so if  you are feeling a little low, back to work,
Christmas over leaving debt, family gone back home and of
course the dismal weather, just give it all to Jesus.  He is the
one Christmas present that will not need batteries or drain
your resources.
Put Jesus where He belongs, Before all things.
And have a brilliant, joyful new year.

Major Don Hall
Salvation Army

Charity Lunch
The February Charity Lunch supporting the Arthur

Rank Hospice will be held on 18 February at 1 pm and
hosted by Anne and Bill Kirkman at 14 George Street.
The lunch consists of  soup, bread and cheese and the

suggested donation is £5
All are welcome

CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART
19 Needingworth Road, St Ives

www.sacredheart-stives.org Tel. 01480 462192

Weekend Mass times:

St Ives: Saturdays at 5 pm; Sundays at 8 am and 11 am

Bar Hill Church Centre: Saturdays at 6 pm
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MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
STAIRLIFTS, SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, 

RISING CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, TOILET & 
BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD 

AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

5 ROOKERY PLACE,   

FENSTANTON, PE28 9LZ  

Tel: 01480 465533  

www.orchard-mobility.co.uk 

Monday to Friday 9.30-4.00 
Saturday 9.30 - 12.30 

 

  A.R.Aspinall & Sons Ltd 
             Tel: 01954 234966 Fax: 01954 234967 
 Unit 11 Norman Way Ind Est, Over, Cambs, CB24 5QE. 

                    www.araspinall.co.uk  
 
WE STOCK A FANTASTIC RANGE OF NATURAL PAVING  
PRODUCTS COME AND VISIT OUR NEW DISPLAY AREA. 
 
Bricks    Concrete Blocks    Lintels    Cement     Sand         
  Gravel    Hardcore    Timber    Fixings    Footwear  
Decorating Supplies    Industrial clothing    Paving Slabs 
 
           Opening times: Mon to Fri 7.30am – 5pm 
          

       
WE OFFER A FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE! 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Wake
Carpentry and Joinery
• Fitted Kitchens • Specialised Joinery
• Doors and windows • Property repairs

Office: 01954 260678 Mobile: 07836 290112
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
OVER & DISTRICT BRANCH 

Our 2016 poppy appeal raised in excess of  £3834.75!
Thank you to everyone who supported us with street and
static collections and those who gave so generously.

Christmas Prize Bingo and Draw
Once again our Festive Bingo Night and Grand Christmas
Draw was a great success. Families and friends gathered to
win some fabulous prizes. Thanks go to everyone who
attended, and to all those who support us throughout the
year. Special thanks to Chris Sebley for being our caller, and
to Dot and Myra for selling the bingo books.
Due to dwindling numbers and general lack of  support at

our bingo events we have decided to not hold any Bingo this
year. 

Christmas Trip to Thursford
Last year’s trip to The Thursford Spectacular was a great
success. We had a wonderful time and fantastic seats. It was
a great start to the Christmas Season. I have been asked if  I
will run the trip again this year as some people missed it due
to the tickets all being sold. Based on last year’s prices the
cost for tickets and travel was £52.50. I would be interested
to know if  there would be any interest in running the trip
again. If  you could contact me should you wish to register
interest it would be greatly appreciated.

We are 95 this year!
To celebrate our 95th year since our branch formed we are
having a birthday party. We will be holding a special
birthday afternoon tea on 21 October at Over Community
Centre. This will also include the last draw of  the 400 Club
tickets as well as a grand prize raffle to take the place of  our
Christmas Draw this year. We will also have our local craft
stalls there with all their beautiful goodies for you to
purchase.
Tickets will be £5 per person and should be purchased in

advance. This has previously been a sold out event. Tickets
will go on sale later in the year.
We are also looking to organise an evening event to

celebrate – more details to follow.

400 Club Draw
Tickets go on sale a little later this year in May and the final
draw will take place at the afternoon tea in October. If  you
have not had a ticket before and would like one please do
not hesitate to contact a member of  the committee or
myself  on the contact details below.
Tickets are £5 each and entitle you to:–
20 x weekly chances to win £10
The chance to win £100, 2 x £75, 2 x £50 and 6 x £25 in

the final draw in October.

Future Dates This Year
May             400 Club tickets go on sale
21 October Afternoon Tea at Over Community Centre

Secretary: Andrea Rusted 07522 021787 / 01223 562844 or 
andrearusted@gmail.com

Book Review
Down and Out in Paris and London by George Orwell
This was one of  those books that you buy with a book token
because you think it’s something you should read, but then
sits on your shelves for ages. One evening, because I was
nearing the end of  the book I was reading, I stumbled
downstairs without my glasses and just picked a random
book off  my ‘unread’ shelves and it turned out to be this
one.
Once I had started it, I couldn’t put it down; it’s a

completely fascinating true account of  Orwell’s life in
poverty during the 1920s in the two cities of  the title.
With his friend Boris in Paris, Orwell lives a hand-to-

mouth existence discovering ‘what it is like to be hungry’.
Owning a suitcase is a must to convince the landlady you
have belongings, even if  it is empty because you have
pawned all your clothes. Eventually he and Boris get jobs in
the kitchen at Hotel X, Orwell as a ‘plongeur’ (dishwasher).
The description of  life in the hotel kitchen is vivid and
horrifying, making you very glad you never worked there or
ate in the restaurant!
With the promise of  a job, Orwell leaves Paris and returns

to London but, on arrival, finds that there will be a gap of  a
few weeks before he can start. Being without money, he is
forced to become a tramp living in ‘spikes’ (awful hostels)
and existing on tea, bread and margarine and cigarette butts. 
The time in Paris makes up two thirds of  the book and is,

I think for me as well as the author, the livelier part of  the
book. Orwell describes the difference between being poor in
Paris and then in London:
‘It was queer after Paris; everything was so much cleaner

and quieter and drearier…. The crowds were better dressed
and the faces comelier and milder and more alike, without
that fierce individuality and malice of  the French. There
was less drunkenness, and less dirt, and less quarrelling, and
more idling.’
The book’s title gives the impression of  a depressing read,

but the interesting characters and gripping, and sometimes
amusing, anecdotes, especially from the Paris kitchen and
the lives of  the tramps, hold your attention.
Orwell’s reflections on poverty and the way those caught

in it are viewed by the rest of  society, are still extremely
relevant today.

Wendy Law

Can you recommend a good book? If  so please send in
your suggestion and a brief  review to the usual address.

FEBRUARY

Love greets February with a kiss
And blows bleak January away.
Then flowers, chocolates, hearts
Beat fast on Valentine’s Day. 

Shrove Tuesday is pancake delight
As up in the air they’re tossed high.
February is such a wonderful month
For reaching right up to the sky.

Christine Lacey
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Library News

Engage in the Afternoon
Special sessions for adults on the first Wednesday of  each
month from 2 to 3 30 pm. There are speakers,
tea/coffee/biscuits and a chance to change books.

Upcoming Sessions:
Wednesday 1 February – Introduction to Gemstones – Jason
Middleton
The talk focuses on gemstone families and their basic

properties. It includes how gemstones are mined, cut and

fashioned, birth stones, famous gem stones and their history
and what to look for in jewellery.
Wednesday 1 March – First Responders with Tom Miller
First Responders are volunteers who respond to emergency

calls in conjunction with the East of  England.
Why not join us? You will be very welcome in our friendly

group. It’s fun and free!  Donations are welcomed towards
refreshments. 

Computers and the internet
Library members have free access to the computer
terminals in Willingham Library, so if  you are having
problems with your home computer, or don’t have one, then
do make use of  this unique facility in Willingham. Also,
using terminals in libraries in Cambridgeshire gives you
free access to research material such as over 1.5 million of
the world’s best academic papers, British Newspaper
archives, Ancestry.com and Which? consumer magazine,
which you would normally have to pay for, and much more.
There is also free wifi.

Hire of  the Library
If  you are a small group looking for a quiet cosy place to
meet, then why not hire the Library. Ask inside for details. 

Opening Hours
Monday               Closed
Tuesday               10 am – 1 pm             2 – 5 pm
Wednesday          Closed
Thursday                                                4 – 7 pm
Friday                  10 am – 1 pm
Saturday              10 am – 1 pm

Willingham Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

0345 0455225

Mums  & Dads  Free Coffee Mornings.
The Old Buttery Day Nursery
16 High Street,Willingham
01954 260046
edith@koala-kidz.co.uk

Hello, we have been in the village for nearly 30 years, and
we provide all year round day care for children from 6
months to school age, from 8 am until 6 pm. We also
provide school holiday care for children up to the age of
8.  We offer a mixture of  sessions for children as well as
funded 2’s and 3’s.
We have a large outside area which we use all year round

with lots of  natural resources for the children to play with
and climb, as well as the use of  a large paddock area where
we can go for long walks with the children.
We will be having open mornings on every Wednesday

during February between 9 30 and 11 am when you can
come in and have coffee and join in the fun with the other
children to see what we get up to during the day at
nursery.
If  you would like any other information about us and

what we do, or if  you would like to have a look around the
nursery, you can contact me on the details above and I will
be happy to answer any questions that you may have about
our nursery.
Thank you.

Edith Jeffrey  Manager.

Willingham
Women’s
Institute
The next meeting will be on Monday 13 February 
at 7 30 pm in the Social Club
What’s that Smell in the Kitchen – Jerry Dodd
New members are always welcome; please contact Wendy on
202188 if  you are interested. Come for a taster – we have
some great meetings lined up:
13 March – Annual meeting and social evening
10 April – Female on the Footplate with Chris Adams

WI News
In our January meeting we had an extremely informative talk
about UN Hazardous Occupations – Crawling through the
rubble…and having tea with the Taliban with Gary O’Shea.
Gary is a very eloquent speaker who took us into his world

of  disaster management. His regular job is as a corporate
accounts manager but, for roughly 12 weeks of  the year, he
works with International Rescue, tackling disasters such as
earthquakes in poor areas of  the world.  His specialism is at
the first stage of  rescue and assessment which usually lasts up
to 14 days. Gary explained about the ‘golden 72 hours’. It is
during this time that live victims are usually found.  Outside
of  this time frame the chance of  finding people alive
decreases dramatically.
His mix of  personal anecdotes and explanations of  how

emergency response forces work together kept the audience
transfixed. In response to questions, Gary shared with us his
belief  that, in the future, he thought it extremely likely that
disasters would relate to damming of  water and its effect on
populations lower down the water course – very thought
provoking.



WILLINGHAM NEWS February 2017                                                                                                                          17

Dear Editor,
Just a brief  note to say a huge ‘thank you’ to all concerned
at the Parish Council for reinstating the Christmas tree on
the Green this year. It was wonderfully decorated with its
new lights and gave the village a welcoming and festive feel,
both for residents and visitors alike. May the tradition
continue.

Regards,
Nick West

Photo by Francis Pullen

You can see this
photo and other
photos within the
magazine, in colour
if  you visit the
village website and
search Willingham
News back issues.

To the Editorial Staff  of  Willingham News
At the risk of  saying virtually the same things as I have said
in the past, I would like to congratulate the editorial staff
and other helpers on the wonderful way you have once
again produced the Willingham News for another year. Even
though the News has the same format, everything gels
together so well and the magazine has something for
everyone in the village, young and old. It is a true reflection
of  the life of  the village in cross – section and shows the
opportunities that are available for everyone to participate
in the organisations which interest them. The covers and
the photography have been great, and are a real feature, and
the village should be proud to have such a fine editorial staff
who organize everything together so compactly so that
everyone is kept updated about what is happening in the
village. News from the Parish Council, the surgery, the
churches, pastoral letters, short stories, crosswords, quizzes,
reports, even adverts and everything else, all go to make the
magazine a truly representative production of  which the
village may be proud. And thank you too to those helpers
who give up their time to deliver it to all the homes and to
all the other helpers behind the scenes.
May the magazine flourish during this new year. My only

aim in writing this letter is the hope that it will draw the
attention of  the people in the village to the outstanding
production we are privileged to receive – and without
charge! We should all be grateful!

Name withheld

Response from the Editorial Team
Thank you for those kind words. The magazine is what you
make it. There would be nothing without your
contributions so please keep them coming. We are always
looking for new ideas and ways to keep the magazine fresh
and interesting. Don’t be shy. Email your news, thoughts,
articles and photos as attachments to the usual address.
willinghamnews@btinternet.com by the 8th of  each month. 

Dear Readers
Thank you to the readers who published their Christmas
Greetings to friends and neighbours in December’s
Willingham News. This raised £120 which was given to the
East Anglian Children’s Hospice at Milton.

Readers’ Letters

Willingham Bowls Club
The Green is coming on very well.  We have maintained
it throughout the winter and plan more work during late
winter and early spring.
The Bowls Club has been in existence since 1935 and

we are desperate to ensure it keeps going for future
generations. Bowls is a game for the young and old, in fact
I am very interested in attracting younger members to
play.  We have four teams in leagues this year and I would
really like to play some younger members in a league,
preferably playing a pair together.  We are planning some
Open Days, usually known as roll ups, where anybody can
come along and try the game.  All we ask is that you turn
up in flat soled shoes to protect the Green. We will supply
the bowls and instruction required.

Open Days
Sunday 7 May     10 am – 1 30 pm
Sunday 28 May   10 am – 1 30 pm
This may be incorporated with a car boot sale.
As with any club we desperately need helpers and

volunteers and have some dates when we would
appreciate any help even it is only for half  an hour.
General Work Party, 25 and 26 March 10 am – 1 pm
Painting Clubhouse, 1 and 2 April 10 am – 1 30 pm

Membership costs this year
Adult members £20
Family membership £35
Under 16s Free
Guests      £2 per visit

Our most important night – Membership Night,
Signing up is Wednesday 15 February at The Duke 
7 – 8 pm
If  you need any further information please email me
Terry Buckley  terry.buckley@talk21.com

terry.buckley@virginmedia.com
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corporate events
catering for
private parties

 intimate gatherings
for more info call us on 01954 263028 
or email info@puddiniatthedeli.co.uk  

www.puddiniatthedeli.co.uk

Come and visit our newly extended 
and refurbished showroom for all 
your lighting needs. 

Showcasing the latest in LED technology combined 
with beautiful new designs for your home. 

Witchford 
Lighting 

Centre Ltd
Unit 2 Sedgeway Business Park,  

Witchford,  
Ely CB6 2HY.  

01353 664108 
Emergency call out:  

07776 254853 
Come and be inspired!

We offer:
✓  A bespoke design consultation 

with our fully qualified lighting 
designer and electrician

✓  All electrical testing, installations 
and call outs

✓  Alarm systems

✓  Electric gate systems

✓  Sound professional advice

www.witchfordlighting.co.uk

       

 

 

Revive Your Oven, 
 Contact Ian Morley on 07584 684853  

 

!
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I need to raise some money in return for my place in the
2017 London Marathon that Mind (the mental health
charity) has given me.
Despite growing up with

my Dad being a keen runner
who completed numerous
London Marathons, his hobby
never really interested me.
Although I was a very active
child, I grew in to a rather
unfit and overweight adult. In
my late twenties I decided to
throw myself  in at the deep
end and try playing rugby, the
only sport I enjoyed as a
spectator. I enjoyed it
immensely; however a
shoulder injury a couple of
years ago forced me into
retirement. Determined not
to fall in to the same
unhealthy state I was in as a
young adult, I started running
a few miles a couple of  times
a week. Then I started to take
it more seriously, pushing
myself  beyond what I ever thought I could achieve,
culminating in a successful completion of  the 10 mile long
Great South Run in Portsmouth last October.
Now well and truly bitten by the running bug and already

having a half  marathon planned this month I had to think
of  my next goal. I wanted to run a full marathon and, of
course, it had to be the London Marathon, just like my Dad.
However, getting a place is notoriously difficult, but thanks
to Mind, here I am!
So, why Mind? Health, fitness and personal achievements

aside, this is all the more emotional and poignant for me as
I sadly lost my Dad in 2003. A respected and decorated
Metropolitan Police Inspector as well as a proud Welshman,
it’s thanks to him that I have some of  the interests and
passions that I do; such as Welsh rugby and my music tastes.
Sadly it was mental health issues that were at the root of  his

troubles when things started going wrong for him.
Unfortunately this was back in the time when mental health
wasn’t really talked about.
Thankfully there is better awareness today and more help

available. Mental health is just as important as physical
health, despite there still being a stigma associated with it,
more people are realising the benefits of  simply talking
about their problems or doing their bit to raise awareness.
I only wish it was like that when things started going

wrong for my Dad. I think of  him whenever I’m pushing
myself  for longer distances and wish I could tell him about
what I am achieving. So in addition to running the 2017
London Marathon for myself, while raising money and
awareness for Mind, I have decided to run the London
Marathon in his memory.

David Edwards

I am very proud of
my son, David,
following in his
father's footsteps
(literally!), I know
the amount of
training that he has
ahead of  him. He
will do his long
distance training in
Willingham so if
you recognise him,
give him a smile and
a wave. His Dad
would have been
immensely proud of
his achievements on

the rugby field and now the pavements. 
David chose Mind with his father in his thoughts and I

hope all our family and friends will support him in any way
they can. Please donate on David’s Just Giving page
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/DavidEdwards80
Thank You!

Jane Dowle

The 2017 London Marathon

This is David’s Story

!

Answers to February Fun Facts Quiz
1. Pancakes 2. Fat Tuesday 3. Lent  4. Roses  5. Romeo and Juliet  6. Eros 7. Venus 
8. Cupid and a bow and arrow  9. Lavender Brown  10. 2020

Answers to FOWL quiz: 1. Roald Dahl  2. James Patterson 3. Alexander McCall Smith
4. M.C. Beaton   5. Willy Russell  6. Roger Hargreaves 7. Peter James  8. Ira Levin 
9. Nancy Mitford 10. Sandy Toksvig

Solution to Sudoku
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We are open between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday

01954 231545 
www.all-eyes.co.uk
sales@all-eyes.co.uk

20 Norman Way Industrial Estate
Over  Cambridge  
CB24 5QE

No catch – we’ve been making great quality prescription 
glasses and sunglasses for over 30 years – and now you 
can buy your glasses directly from us.

Visit our factory shop – where you can choose from a 
wide range of contemporary frames with the help of our 
friendly and knowledgeable team.

We’d love to see you – please ring to book an 
appointment (we get quite busy!) and bring along your  
up-to-date prescription.

BEAUTIFUL EYEWEAR AT DISCOUNT 
PRICES – SO WHAT’S THE CATCH?

!

Over Road, Willingham, Cambridge                      
CB24 5EU 

  
 High Quality Pet Food and Accessories 

 Poultry and Farm Animal Feed and Equipment 

 Horse Feed, Equipment and Bedding 

 Riding Accessories 

 Fuel- Calor Gas, Logs, Kindling and Coal 

 

 

Open 7 Days a week 

Monday – Saturday 8.00-5.30pm, Sunday 9.00am -2pm 

 
www.highgatecountrystore.co.uk       
Tel 01954 260798 
info@highgatecountrystore.co.uk 
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 DATE              EVENT                                     ORGANISATION        VENUE                       EXTRA INFO

 Wed 1 Feb         Introduction to Gemstones
                            with Jason Middleton                   Engage in the Afternoon  Library                           2 – 3 30 pm, see p16

 Wed 1 Feb         Parish Council Meeting               Parish Council                  Octagon                          7 30 pm, see p10

 Sat 4 Feb           Cake Stall                                      Parish Church                   Parish Church Porch     10 am, see p12

 Sat 4 Feb           Coffee Morning                            Mothers’ Union                 Octagon                          10 am, see p12

 Mon 6 Feb        Beautiful Gardens of  Britain
                            With Barry Kaufman-Wright      Gardening Club                Social Club                    7 30 pm, see p7

 Wed 8 Feb         Carers’ Support Meeting             Surgery                              Surgery                           2 – 4 pm, see p11

 Wed 8 Feb         Willingham News Deadline            Willingham News                                                         See p3, articles to be
                                                                                                                                                                         sent to: willinghamnews@
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   btinternet.com

 Thu 9 Feb         CAMEO Friendship Club           Salvation Army                 Salvation Army Hall     1 45 – 3 pm, see p12

 Fri 10 Feb          Custard Comedy                          Social Club                        Social Club                    7 45 pm, see p9

 Sat 11 Feb         Messy Church                               Christians Together          Parish Church & 
                                                                                                                                Octagon                          3 30 – 5 pm, see p12

 Mon 13 Feb      What’s that Smell in the Kitchen?
                            With Jerry Dodd                           Women’s Institute             Social Club                    7 30 pm, see p16

 Wed 15 Feb       Hearing Aid Clinic                       CAMTAD                         The Surgery                   2 – 4 pm, see p11

 Wed 15 Feb       Membership Night                       Bowls Club                        Duke of  Wellington      7 – 8 pm, see p17

 Sat 18 Feb         Breakfast and Topical Talk          Men’s Breakfast                 Baptist Church              7 45 am, see p13

 Sat 18 Feb         Charity Lunch                              For Arthur Rank 
                                                                                    Hospice                              14 Church Street           1 pm, see p13

 Tue 21 Feb        Developing a Resilient Future for      Ouse Washes 
                             the Ouse Washes Landscapes            Landscape Partnership     Ely Cathedral                6 45 – 9 30 pm, see p9

 Thu 23 Feb       Patient Participation Group        Surgery                              Surgery                           1 15 – 3 15 pm, 
                                                                                                                                                                         see p11

 Thu 23 Feb       CAMEO Friendship Club           Salvation Army                 Salvation Army Hall     1 45 – 3 pm, see p12

 Sat 25 Feb         Ramshackle Daddies
                            Live Rock & Roll Band                Social Club                        Social Club                    7 30 pm, see p9

 Mon 27 Feb      Impromptu Music 
                            with the Jam Club                        Social Club                        Social Club                    7 30 pm
                                                                                                                                                                         www.willinghamsocialclub.com

 Wed 1 March    First Responders
                            With Tom Miller                          Engage in the Afternoon  Library                           2 – 3 30 pm, see p16

 Wed 1 March    Parish Council Meeting               Parish Council                  Octagon                          7 30 pm, see p10

 Sat 4 March      Cake Stall                                      Parish Church                   Parish Church Porch     10 am, see p12

 Sat 4 March      Coffee Morning                            Mothers’ Union                 Octagon                          10 am, see p12

WHAT’S ON

Please could all our clubs and groups ensure that they let Willingham News
know of any changes to their details for the Directory and keep us informed

of their events this year for this page.
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Broad Lane, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8SW 
Telephone: 01954 251189

Email: print@targetprint.org
Web: www.targetprint.org

• Brochures 
• Manuals 
• Flyers 
• Letterheads 
• Compliment Slips 
• Invoices 
• Statements 
• Purchase Orders 
• Business Cards
• Folders 

• Booklets 
• Posters 
• Postcards 
• Envelopes
• Continuous Stationery 
• Menus 
• Invitations 
• Labels 
• Post-it® Notes
and much more . . .

THIS MAGAZINE WAS PRINTED BY

Incorporating QUAYSIDE PRESS
And �&'!( )&'#%)"(���$%)

Target Print Ltd

33 33 33 3

Our salon offers all aspects of 
hairdressing including wedding hair
with a personal touch. We can come

to you on your special day.
Tel: 01954 260224

Ward Solutions Ltd 
 

We specialise in the installation of flue lining 
systems, wood burner's and fireplaces, 15 years 

experience. 
 

We can supply you with a stove or install one 
supplied by you. 

 
Other services include- chimney re pointing, 

smoke tests,  
And fitting pots and cowls. 

 
HETAS registered 

 
Call or email for a free survey 

 
0800 357 92 91 
01954 200 021 

 
info@wardsolutions.co.uk 
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Please notify Willingham News of any changes

Council                            Parish Council (See full details on page 9)                                                                                                                        01954 261027
                                          County Councillor                                                                     Peter Hudson                       peter.hudson@cambridgshire.gov.uk
                                          District Councillor                                                                     Mr R Manning                                                          01954 261235
                                          District Councillor                                                                     Mr B R Burling                                                         01954 230168
                                          District Councillor                                                                     Mrs P S Corney                                                        01954 213221
Services                           Police                                                                                                                                                                                                101
                                          Surgery                                                                                                                                                                            01954 260230
                                          Dispensary for repeat prescription requests                                                                                                                 01954 260073
                                          Pharmacy                                                                                                                                                                         01954 261787
                                          Over Surgery                                                                                                                                                                   01954 231550
                                          Urgent Care Cambridgeshire                                                                                                                                                         111
Schools                             Primary School                                                                           Mrs V Francis                                                            01954 283030
                                          Willingham Out Of  School Club (3–6 pm only)                     Mr D Carminati                                                        01954 283033
                                          School Governors Chairman                                                     Caroline Hyde                          Chair@Willingham.cambs.sch.uk
                                          School Association                                                                      c/o school                                                                  01954 283030
                                          British School Trust                                                                   Ray Croucher                                                            01954 261113
Children                          Beavers, Cubs and Scouts                                                          Mrs M Dellar                                                            01954 260045
                                          Honeypot Pre-School (term-time only)                                   Mrs Kate Van Dort                                                    01954 201567
                                          Tigger Toddlers                                                                          Lisa Smith                                                                  01954 201282 
                                          Koala Kids                                                                                                                                                                       01954 260046
                                          Guides and Rangers                                                                   Lynn McGoff                                                            01954 261296
                                          Ladybird Borland’s School Of  Dance                                      Mrs L Borland                                                           01954 203347
                                          Bubbles/Messy Church                                                             Heather Mellows                                                      01954 270063
                                          TOPS (Baptist Church Toddlers Group)                                 Hilary Wyllie                                                             01954 260051
                                          Little Notes Music Group (0-4 years)                                      Sharon Sennitt                                                           01954 583195
                                          Kids’ Friday Club (Baptist Church)                                          Loriane Bald                                                              01954 261189 
Halls                                 Ploughman Hall Bookings                                                         through Parish Council                                            01954 261027
                                          Wilford Furlong Centre                                                                                                                                                 01954 261445
                                          The Octagon                                                                               Rosemary Mumford                                                  01954 260934
                                          Baptist Bookings and Rentals                                                     Emma Launchbury                                                  01954 263108
                                          Salvation Army Hall Bookings                                                                                                             01954 260568/01223 233492
                                          Willingham Social Club Bookings                                            Alex Rutherford                               01954 260557/07415 050279
                                                                                                                                                                                           willinghamsocialclub@btconnect.com
                                          Willingham Youth Centre bookings                                                                            email: enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
Local                                Allotments                                                                                             Sue Ayling                                                                         01954 260718
Representatives             Billavincea Lodge 8719                                                              Mr M Scrivener                                                         01480 413533
                                          Cambridge News Correspondent                                                  Anne Kirkman                                                           01954 260393
                                          Fen Edge Community Association                                            Eileen Wilson                                                chair@fenedge.co.uk
                                          Over & District Royal British Legion                                       Andrea Rusted                                                          01223 562844
                                          Willingham Action Group (WAG)                                            Mike Tidball                                                             01954 260647
                                          Willingham Combined Charities                                              Mrs Gail Cook                                                          01954 231272
                                          Workers’ Educational Association                                             Rosemary Mumford                                                  01954 260934
Clubs                                Gardening Club                                                                          Mrs C Bailey                                                             01954 260794
                                          Willingham Social Club                                                             Alex Rutherford                               01954 260557/07415 050279
                                                                                                                                                                                           willinghamsocialclub@btconnect.com
                                          Willingham Jam Club                                                                 Julian Eales                                                                01954 201818
                                          Willingham Photography Club                                                 Christopher Cross                                                     01954 260790
                                          Willingham Walkers                                                                   Mike Tidball                                                             01954 260647
                                          Willingham Youth Club                                                             Pete Lawrence                   enquiries@willinghamyouthtrust.org
                                          Women’s Institute                                                                       Jacky Sparks                                                               01954 261831
                                          Women’s Royal British Legion                                                  Mrs M Few                                                                01954 260124
Sport                                Angling                                                                                                                                                        www.histonangling.org.uk
                                          Badminton                                                                                   Sarah Custance                                                          01954 202005
                                          Bowls Club                                                                                  Terry Buckley                                      terry.buckley@talk21.com
                                          Cricket Club                                                                               Mr R Ambrose                                                          01954 260446
                                          Cycling Club – www.willinghamwheels.com                           Paul Knighton                                                           07787 530394
                                          Ladies’ Hockey                                                                           Teresa Hutchcraft                                                     01954 260177
                                          Tennis Club                                                                                John Graham                                                             01954 231968
                                          Willingham Diamonds Netball Club                                        Emma Byrom                                                            01954 202481
                                          Willingham Running Club                                                         Gerry Mears                                                              07511 131645
                                          Willingham Sports Pavilion                                                       through Parish Council                                            01954 261027
                                          Willingham Wolves (Boys & Girls Football)                            Jamie Smith (Sec)                                                      01954 261141
Churches                         Mothers’ Union (Branch Leader)                                              Mrs S Hayden                                                           01954 260363
                                          Baptist Church                                                                            Rev Paul Joel                                                             01954 260538
                                          Methodists (Ministerial Contact)                                              Rev Hilary Cheng                                                     01223 700778
                                          Roman Catholic Priest                                                               Fr Karol Porczak                                                       01480 462192
                                          Salvation Army                                                                           Don & Trish Hall                                                      01223 233492
                                          Parish Church                                                                             Rev Julie Anderson                                                   01954 231496
                                                                                                                                                Rev Lynda Davies                                                    01954 202912   

VILLAGE DIRECTORY



Paying too much tax?
Paperwork a burden?
Accounts fee expensive?
Like a business review?

At Uttridge Accounting we understand your 
business and tax needs and provide a range of 
services to meet your requirements, including:

• Accounts Preparation
• Self Assessment
• Taxation Advice
• Business Start-ups
• Business Planning
• Payroll Services
• Online Accounting

For professional accounting 
expertise, attentive personal 
service and great value for 
money, contact us today. 

01954 263000
info@uttridge-accounting.co.uk
www.uttridge-accounting.co.uk

Your Local 
Travel 

Company

 GREECE  •  SPAIN   • LANZAROTE • 
  BALEARICS •   PORTUGAL •  TURKEY • 

 FRANCE •   ITALY •   CROATIA  V5643 

 2787 

 Call for a brochure or to speak to one 
of our specialists   01954 261431  

or visit our website  
 www.vintagetravel.co.uk 

HANDPICKED

ESCAPES
 A selection of beautiful individual villas 
& houses with pools in tranquil settings 

& areas of traditional local culture. 


